UNHCR CAMEROON MONTHLY UPDATES
KEY HIGHLIGHTS December 2025

Source des données des réfugiés: Gouvernement du Cameroun avec le support du HCR ::
Contact for more info DIMA Unit Cameroon cmr_yaim@unhcr.org

UNHCR Cameroon needs to support refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the
country. This update provides detailed demographic, socio-economic, and educational data, as well as information on
persons with specific needs, underscoring the complex and multifaceted nature of the refugee and IDP crisis in
Cameroon. The monthly update highlights the demographic diversity, educational and occupational challenges, and
specific needs of the displaced populations. The data emphasizes the importance of targeting interventions and
creating support mechanisms to address the varied and pressing needs of these vulnerable groups. The
Cameroonian government and international organizations must collaborate to provide necessary aid and ensure the
well-being of these populations.

Population Overview:

Refugees and Asylum Seekers: Cameroon hosts 408,617 refugees and 18,565 asylum seekers.

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): The country has 1,004,257 IDPs, with an additional 790,842 returnees.
Major Countries of Origin: Refugees primarily come from the Central African Republic 317,645 , Nigeria
127,865 , Chad 4,439 , and Niger 9,603 .

O
1r Demographic Distribution:

A significant portion of the refugees are women and children. Specifically, 51% of the refugee population are women
and girls, and 50% are children.
Age Groups: Refugees are categorized into various age groups, with notable populations in the 0-4, 5-11, 12-17, 18-
59, and 60+ age ranges.

[H Education Levels:
The educational attainment of refugees varies, with 43% having no education, 28% having primary education, and
smaller percentages having informal, secondary, university, or technical/vocational education.

(4
o
& Occupations:

46% of refugees are engaged in various occupations such as homemakers, traders, drivers, pensioners,
maneuvers, and breeders. 189, are students, 15% are unemployed, and 9¢, are farmers.

ft

—— Ethnicity and Religion:
Ethnicity: The majority of ethnicities are Peulh 37% , Kanuri 10% .
Religion: The religious makeup includes 64% Muslims, 35% Christians, and 2% others.

C}, Persons with Specific Needs:
Categories: There are several categories of persons with specific needs including children at risk, women at risk,

single parents, older persons, unaccompanied or separated children, and persons with disabilities.

Top Concerns: The highest numbers are children at risk of not attending school 28 104 , individuals with vision

disabilities 4,657 , and older persons with children 3 543 .

3& Legal and Marital Status:

Legal Status: Refugees and asylum seekers are categorized based o their arrival years, with significant influxes noted
in 2014 and subsequent years. Marital Status: The majority of the refugee population is single 4gg, , followed by
married individuals 2209 .

Regional distribution:
The distribution of refugees and IDPs across various regions in Cameroon shows significant numbers in different
regions. The East region hosts the largest refugee population with 160,263 individuals. The Far-North has 123,379
refugees, while Adamaoua has 57,070 . The North region accommodates 34 427 refugees, and the Centre has
26,562 - The Littoral region has 21304 refugees.

,@ Challenges and Needs:

UNHCR MCO in Cameroon grapples with significant challenges in managing and supporting its large refugee and
internally displaced populations. Due to increasing global crises, UNHCR Cameroon faces immense strain, with
regions like the East and Extreme-Nord hosting 140,263 and 123,379 refugees respectively, the strain on resources is
immense. These populations include a high percentage of children and women, requiring specialized services such as
education, healthcare, and protection. The diverse educational levels among refugees, ranging from no education to
university, indicate a need for comprehensive educational programs. Additionally, significant numbers of refugees are
unemployed or engaged in low-income occupations, highlighting the necessity for vocational training and employment
opportunities. The presence of vulnerable groups, such as unaccompanied children, single parents, and individuals
with disabilities, further underscores the urgent need for targeted humanitarian aid and robust social support systems to
address their specific needs and ensure their well-being.
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y SOCIO-ECONOMICS DATA OF REFUGEES IN CAMEROON
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