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Sudanese refugees
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Recent developments in Sudan, marked by a reduction in fighting in some areas, have
led to a growing number of displaced Sudanese returning from Egypt and Libya via
Northern State. While many intend to continue to their places of origin, an estimated
150 persons per week are stranded in Wadi Halfa and about 75 persons per week in
Dongola due to lack of means to travel to areas of origin. Northern State which hosts
over 500,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and is witnessing a growing influx of
displacement driven by the ongoing conflict in Darfur.
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Sudanese arrivals

Simultaneously, renewed conflict in South Sudan, particularly in Upper Nile State, has
triggered the arrival of over 208,000 people into Sudan since late February 2025,
comprising approximately 75,000 South Sudanese refugees and 133,000 Sudanese
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returnees.
Departing country Arrivals Returnees Pendular movers Transiting
Egyot 1.2% Jo.6%
south Sudan [ 133k 07 | 2%
Libya | 3k Unknown

Returnees: Estimated Sudanese individuals not intending to move from Sudan within the next six months.

Pendular movers: Estimated number of people who are planning to return to the country they arrived from within six
months.

Transiting: Estimated number of people who are planning to move to another country (other than the one they
arrived from) within six months.

Age group & gender disaggregation Returns to Sudan 2025
Female [l Male
60+ 80K
18-59 252;% South
° Sudan
60K
0-17
Gender 40K
Egypt
50.4% g
20K
. .
29.6% Libya
OK u
Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov

O Sudanese arrival since January 2025

)94 Sudanese arrivals in nefighbouring countries post 15 April 2023

State of origin of Sudanese arrivals

<1%
5o EGYPT
B 15-35%
W ~35% \ P

LIBYA 3K \
-

Northern
River Nile
CHAD North Darfur SUDAN Kassala
885K ERITREA
North Kordofan
Gedaref

White
N|Ie

West Darfur

West Sennar

Central Kordofan

Darfur

South
Darfur

South

East Kordofan

e ETHIOPIA

S

CENTRAL
AFRICAN

REPUBLIC SOUTH SUDAN UGANDT‘\
P s
100 km

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance Ry the United Nahons

UNHCR Comprehensive Overview of Response to Emergencies | sudkhim@unhcr.org

Published 13 Nov 2025 | Page 1



{fi) UNHCR

(7
X £ TheUN Refugee Agency

CORE

Sudanese return>Protection Risk and Needs
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Findings are based on sample border monitoring in Sudan which has been in place since July 2024. This
monitoring does not identify registration status, refugee status, or other movement categories and therefore
results should be read as indicative of the concerns raised by people returning to Sudan.

65%

reported protection
risks in departing
countries

57%
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Egypt corridor

The primary factors motivating return are the
perception of improved security, work opportunities,
access to land and basic services like healthcare and
education, and family reunification. These drivers are
further supported by practical incentives such as
facilitated transport, waived overstay fees, and
encouragement from community leaders.

Upon arrival, returnees' most urgent needs are
financial support and essential resources like food,
water, and healthcare, highlighting a persistent
resource gap. Notably, the demand for financial
assistance is more pronounced than the need for
accommodation along this corridor.

The protection environment in the country of
departure is challenging for many, with reports of
movement restrictions, denied access to services, and
risks of arrest or detention. However, a significant
portion of the population reported no specific
protection risks. At border points, common difficulties
include prolonged processing times, family
separation, and loss or damage to personal
belongings and documents.

Current protection needs most frequently involve
specialized services for women, girls, children, and
older people. That said, a comparatively large share of
people indicate they have no immediate need for
protection support.

had applied for asylum in
departing countries

63%

reported long
processing times at the
border
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South Sudan corridor

The decision to return is driven by the perception of
improved security, work opportunities, and access to
basic services, land, housing, and essential resources
like food, water, and shelter.

Upon return, the most prominent need is food, with
ongoing demands for cash, healthcare, and water.
Notably, the pressure on accommodation is reported
to be significantly higher along this corridor
compared to the route via Egypt.

In the country of departure, the protection
environment is characterized by the deprivation of
basic needs, denial of services, movement
restrictions, and intimidation by armed actors. At
border points, common challenges include extended
processing times, lack of documentation, loss or
damage of belongings, family separation, and a
measurable rate of denial of entry.

Current protection needs most frequently cited are
for documentation and registration, child protection,
services for women and girls, legal assistance, and
support for older persons and people with
disabilities.
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Financial support

Food

Health facilities & services

Water

Sanitation

NFI kits

Accommodation

Mental health & psychosocial support

Connectivity

Sexual and reproductive
health services

Immunization
Other

No need

Protection needs
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Protection services for girls and women
Protection services for children
Protection services for elderly

Family reunification

Documentation & access to registration
Legal assistance

Protection services for the disabled
Access to asylum

Information on services & assistance

Other specialized support

Family tracing

Do not know
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No interventions required
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