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HIGHLIGHTS

Syrian individuals inactivated in 2025 
from UNHCR’s records in Lebanon 

due to confirmed or presumed return 

Syrian individuals 
spontaneously returning to 

Syria (confirmed or presumed) 

Individuals underwent 
VolRep assessments, across 

6,547 assessments conducted 

Total number of active and pending 
individuals (21,000 cases) who 

expressed interest in return programme

335,749 303,656 32,093 112,899

Since January 2025, 335,749  Syr ian indiv iduals known to UNHCR have been 
inact ivated from UNHCR’s database due to both conf i rmed and presumed returns 
to Syr ia.  Among these, 90% spontaneously returned to Syr ia – including 19% who 
returned under duress in late 2024 and remained in Syr ia;  and 22% who were 
ident i f ied by General  Secur i ty (GSO) without Repatr iat ion Forms and crossed 
through of f ic ia l  crossing points benef i t ing f rom administrat ive faci l i t ies for  return 
by the GSO. An addi t ional  10% of total  inact ivated cases were faci l i tated at  
departure by UNHCR under one of  the voluntary repatr iat ion programmes. 

112,899  Syr ian indiv iduals (21,000 cases) have expressed interest and remain in 
the pipel ine for  the UNHCR-faci l i tated VolRep program – 36% from Bekaa, 
Baalbek and Hermel;  34% from North and Akkar;  23% from Beirut  and Mount 
Lebanon; and 7% from South and El  Nabat ieh.  This f igure only ref lects act ive and 
pending cases of  interest ,  excluding cases who had previously expressed interest  
and since been faci l i tated with voluntary repatr iat ion or otherwise inact ivated due 
to prolonged absence; and including those who newly expressed interest  in the 
faci l i tated programmes. 

By the end of  October,  a total  of  32,093  Syr ian indiv iduals (6,547 cases) known 
to UNHCR underwent the faci l i tated VolRep programmes, including complet ing 
voluntar iness assessments,  issuance of  Repatr iat ion Forms and provis ion of  a 
return cash grant of  USD 100 per returning indiv idual .  This represents an 85% 
increase in processing for faci l i tated VolRep compared to the previous month.  
95% of those who were faci l i tated with VolRep sel f -organized their  t ransport  back 
to Syr ia,  whi le 5% were provided organized transportat ion by IOM and UNHCR. 

Among those assessed for faci l i tated VolRep, 83% are returning to their  areas of  
or ig in in Syr ia.  36% returning to Homs, 18% to Id l ib,  13% to Damascus and Rural  
Damascus, 11% to Aleppo and 9% to Hama. 39% of refugees sel f -organize their  
return through Ar ida crossing point ,  32% through Qaa and 24% through Masnaa. 
Furthermore, 52% of those assessed for faci l i tated VolRep are women and gir ls ,  
and 60% are chi ldren. 26% of the returning indiv iduals have a protect ion need, in 
part icular 13% with a ser ious medical  condi t ion and 5% with disabi l i t ies.  Impor-
tant ly,  82% return in complete fami l ies.  Among the 18% remaining behind, 92% 
are adul t  men staying for l ivel ihood purposes.  

Since July,  UNHCR and IOM have also faci l i tated 7 organized return movements 
of  1,476  Syr ian indiv iduals through Ar ida and Masnaa borders to Rural  Damascus, 
Damascus, Homs, Hama, Id l ib and Aleppo. A schedule of  7 fur ther organized 
return movements for  the remainder of  the year is also being scheduled. 

Area of Residence in Lebanon

Intended Area of Return in Syria

For more information on the UNHCR-supported voluntary programme, please visit UNHCRHelp – Voluntary Return page.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is grateful for the support provided by 
donors who contributed to this operation and return programme.
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https://help.unhcr.org/lebanon/en/welcome/return-to-syria/unhcr-self-organized-voluntary-return-program/



