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 I. Background 

1. The present report was prepared pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1 

and 16/21, taking into consideration the periodicity of the universal periodic review and the 

outcome of the previous review.1 It is a summary of 32 stakeholders’ submissions2 for the 

universal periodic review, presented in a summarized manner owing to word-limit 

constraints. A separate section is provided for the contribution by the national human rights 

institution that is accredited in full compliance with the Paris Principles. 

 II. Information provided by the national human rights 
institution accredited in full compliance with the Paris 
Principles 

2. CONADEH noted that, of all the institutions established under the Constitution of 

Honduras, it had the second lowest budget, 3  which limited its response capacity. It 

recommended that its financial resources be increased on a yearly basis in accordance with 

its actual needs.4 

3. CONADEH reported that, in 2022, the Government, citing the need to combat 

organized crime, had issued a decree declaring a state of emergency, which had been 

extended by a further 18 decrees. CONADEH observed that multiple decrees extending the 

state of emergency had bypassed the constitutional process involving consideration by the 

National Congress.5 It recommended that the authorities end the state of emergency and adopt 

a human rights-based, gender-sensitive public safety policy.6 

4. CONADEH indicated that, between 2020 and 2024, 60 murders of human rights 

defenders had been recorded. 7  It observed that although Honduras had a protection 

mechanism for human rights defenders, journalists and justice officials, the mechanism still 

had structural deficiencies and challenges that did not allow it to effectively fulfil its 

mandate.8 CONADEH recommended that steps be taken to provide the mechanism with 

greater financial resources and to ensure that protection measures were adopted 

expeditiously.9 
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5. CONADEH noted that Indigenous and Garifuna communities faced challenges in 

preventing the installation of megaprojects on which they had not been consulted. 10  It 

highlighted the alarming situation of human rights defenders and campesinos in the Bajo 

Aguán region, where, since 1990, multiple disputes over land ownership had arisen.11 It 

recommended that the process of setting up the Truth Commission of Bajo Aguán be 

accelerated and that the requirement of free, prior and informed consultation be regulated by 

legislative decree.12 

6. CONADEH also recommended the amendment, revision and/or repeal of legal 

definitions of criminal offences that were used to criminalize human rights defenders and 

other civil society actors, especially the offences of encroachment and forced displacement, 

among others.13 

7. CONADEH indicated that judicial independence was greatly weakened owing to the 

failure to adopt a new law on the Council of the Judiciary and Judicial Service that was 

consistent with international standards on judicial independence.14 

8. CONADEH recommended that Honduras amend discriminatory legal provisions to 

ensure the right of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons to marry. It also 

recommended the amendment of legislation with a view to allowing name changes for 

reasons related to gender.15 

9. CONADEH stated that there were still structural problems affecting women and girls, 

such as gender-based violence, high levels of femicide, domestic violence, the wage gap 

between men and women, and gender discrimination.16 

10. CONADEH noted that, in 2023, the President had rescinded the ministerial decisions 

prohibiting the sale and distribution of emergency contraceptive pills.17 It recommended that 

Honduras ensure the unhindered distribution of contraceptive methods, including the 

emergency contraceptive pill, free of charge. 18  Regarding voluntary termination of 

pregnancy, it reported that Honduras continued to criminalize abortion19 and recommended 

that legal provisions on the voluntary termination of pregnancy be amended to ensure, at a 

minimum, that termination was available for reasons such as non-viability of the fetus, rape 

and incest, and serious threat to the woman’s life.20 

 III. Information provided by other stakeholders 

 A. Scope of international obligations21 and cooperation with human rights 

mechanisms 

11. Honduras was recommended to become a party to: OP-CEDAW;22 the Domestic 

Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189) of the International Labour Organisation (ILO);23 and 

the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in 

Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement).24 

 B. National human rights framework 

 1. Constitutional and legislative framework 

12. Several submissions raised concerns about the prolonged state for emergency. 25 

H.R.F. noted that in December 2022, the Government had declared a state of emergency to 

combat widespread violence and organized crime. It observed that, according to the 

Constitution, states of emergency that suspend rights and guarantees could last a maximum 

of 45 days, but that the current decree had been repeatedly extended, despite the Government 

not having obtained the required approval by the National Congress for most extensions.26 

AI recommended that Honduras end the state of emergency.27 
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 2. Institutional infrastructure and policy measures 

13. AI stated that the ombudsperson faced budget and capacity challenges to fully 

accomplish its mission.28 

14. JS9 recommended that steps be taken to ensure the budgetary and operational 

independence of the national preventive mechanism/National Committee for the Prevention 

of Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to provide it with 

unrestricted access to all detention centres.29 

 C. Promotion and protection of human rights 

 1. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account 

applicable international humanitarian law 

  Equality and non-discrimination 

15. ICO stated that racism and stereotypes contributed to the erosion of cultural identity, 

with Indigenous and Afro-descendant traditions often dismissed or stigmatized.30 

16. JS2 indicated that LGTBIQ+ persons in Honduras continued to face discrimination in 

various areas, including access to employment, education and health services.31 

  Right to life, liberty and security of person, and freedom from torture 

17. JS2 indicated that Honduras continued to be a country with high rates of homicidal 

violence, the vast majority of which was committed with firearms.32 JS13 stated that, despite 

the implementation of security measures in the majority of the municipalities, the current 

security strategy had failed to reduce the level of violence in the country.33 

18. AI noted reports that human rights violations and crimes under international law had 

allegedly been perpetrated by several law enforcement agencies, including arbitrary 

detention, excessive use of force, torture and disappearances. 34  JS8 reported that the 

demilitarization of public security, which was provided for in the Government Plan  

2022–2026, had not been carried out.35 

19. JS9 noted that the offence of enforced disappearance was dealt with in the chapter of 

the Criminal Code on crimes against humanity despite being an offence that could be 

committed in an everyday context.36 JS9 also noted that the definition of the offence of torture 

was not consistent with international standards.37 

20. H.R.F. reported that in June 2024, the president had announced the implementation of 

“radical measures” to combat organized crime, including mass trials and the reclassification 

of gangs as terrorist organizations.38 AI indicated that among the measures presented was the 

construction of a “mega prison”.39 

21. H.R.F. noted that the spike in detentions, following the announcement of measures to 

combat organised crime and action by the National Police during the state of emergency, had 

led to an exponential increase in people under preventive detention, prison overcrowding, 

and mounting reports of ill-treatment and torture of detainees, who were kept under inhumane 

conditions. 40  JS9 observed that degrading prison conditions generated situations of 

violence.41 AI reported that in June 2023 the Military Police had re-taken control of prisons 

after 46 women were killed during an alleged riot between rival gangs in the Tamara jail.42 

22. AI recommended that Honduras: end military control of penitentiary facilities and in 

general refrain from deploying the army or the Military Police in public security tasks; and 

ensure conditions of detention compatible with human dignity.43 CDH-HN recommended 

that the national preventive mechanism/National Committee for the Prevention of Torture 

and Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment be strengthened as an 

independent oversight body.44 JS9 recommended the use of alternatives to pretrial detention 

to avoid overcrowding.45 
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  Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law 

23. JS14 stated that trust in the judicial system was affected by allegations of bias and the 

system’s limited capacity to deal with cases of corruption, violence and violations of 

fundamental rights.46 JS14 noted that in recent years, the selection process for judges and 

prosecutors had been criticized as lacking transparency and technical soundness and as being 

subject to political pressure.47 JS9 recommended that Honduras enact a new Organic Act on 

the Judiciary and a new Act on the Council of the Judiciary and Judicial Service that met 

international standards in this area.48 

24. Optio noted challenges that prevented women from fully exercising their right of 

access to justice, such as the limited application of the gender perspective in judicial 

proceedings.49 

25. JS4 stated that more than 90 percent of crimes went unpunished.50 AI indicated that 

the majority of human rights violations perpetrated in the context of repression of social 

movements in the 1980s and between 2009 and 2021 remained unpunished.51 JS9 indicated 

that a draft bill on the rights to truth, memory, justice, reparation and guarantees of 

non-repetition had been introduced in the National Congress but had not been discussed or 

adopted to date.52 

26. H.R.F. stated that in December 2022, Honduras and the General-Secretariat of the 

United Nations signed a Memorandum of Understanding to work on the establishment of an 

independent anti-corruption independent mechanism. 53  JS4 indicated that discussions to 

establish the mechanism had faced significant delays and that three years on, it hadn’t been 

set up yet.54 

27. JS14 recommended the implementation of effective mechanisms for investigation, 

prosecution and punishment, while guaranteeing the independence of the judiciary and the 

Public Prosecution Service.55 JS13 stated that the Government should take concrete steps to 

establish the anti-corruption mechanism by expediting negotiations with the 

United Nations.56 

28. JS6 noted that since 2020 a plan to alleviate overcrowding in educational centres for 

adolescents in conflict with the law had been implemented but that violence in educational 

centres continued to be a serious problem.57 

  Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life 

29. JS13 indicated that churches and faith-based organizations played a crucial role in 

shielding children from recruitment by criminal organizations and these organizations often 

therefore targeted churches and religious communities that opposed their influence.58 ECLJ 

stated that Christian leaders who were identified as posing a threat to criminal gangs were 

subjected to violent reprisals.59 

30. H.R.F. stated that impunity for cases of murder or enforced disappearance of human 

rights defenders and journalists remained a major factor limiting the exercise of fundamental 

rights and freedoms.60 JS12 indicated that journalists from opposition and community media 

were regular targets of attacks, harassment and intimidation campaigns, and death threats.61 

AI noted that the elaboration of a protocol to investigate attacks against human rights 

defenders and journalists remained pending.62 

31. Several submissions reported about the high risks faced by land and environmental 

defenders. 63  JS4 stated that many of these defenders were from indigenous and 

Afro-descendant communities and that they faced threats from a range of actors including 

state authorities, business elites, mining companies and drug traffickers.64 

32. AI recommended that Honduras ensure thorough, prompt, impartial and independent 

investigations into all attacks, threats and assaults against human rights defenders. 65 JS9 

recommended that steps be taken to ensure the effective protection of land and environmental 

defenders.66 

33. Several submissions expressed concerns about the lack of effectiveness of the national 

protection mechanism for human rights defenders and journalists (NMP).67 JS4 reported that 

ten years after its creation, the mechanism, continued to be inaccessible, ineffective and 
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lacked independence.68 JS10 indicated that even though most women human rights defenders 

at risk were outside the country’s capital, the national protection mechanism remained 

centralized.69 

34. JS4 recommended that Honduras enable the structural independence and autonomy of 

the NMP and carry out an inclusive consultation to reform it.70 JS11 recommended that 

Honduras ensure a sufficient budget to guarantee the implementation of the measures adopted 

by the national protection mechanism. 71  JS10 recommended decentralization of the 

mechanism.72 

35. JS9 noted that the Criminal Code contained open-ended definitions of offences that 

gave public authorities discretion to criminalize social protest.73 H.R.F noted that journalists 

often faced judicial harassment, based on the so-called “crimes against honour” which 

criminalized defamation under the Criminal Code and recommended a national criminal code 

reform to decriminalize such crimes.74 JS9 recommended the decriminalization of the offence 

of encroachment and the amendment of other criminal law provisions used to criminalize 

human rights defenders.75 

36. JS4 stated that presidential elections were due to be held on 30 November 2025, but 

that the significant challenges faced during the primary elections of March 2025, were 

eroding the already fragile trust in the electoral process.76 JS4 recommended that Honduras 

ensure accessible, transparent, and safe presidential elections in November, with support for 

national and international election observer missions.77 

  Prohibition of all forms of slavery, including trafficking in persons 

37. JS2 indicated that human trafficking and people smuggling were serious threats in 

contexts of forced migration.78 JS10 indicated that women and girls were the main victims of 

trafficking in persons.79 

38. JS6 recommended that Honduras develop a new strategic plan to combat commercial 

sexual exploitation and human trafficking and that it ensure sustainable funding for the 

Inter-Agency Commission to Combat Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Human 

Trafficking in Honduras.80 

  Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work 

39. JS5 recommended that Honduras promote access to decent employment and higher 

education through inclusive public policies that facilitated job opportunities for young 

people.81 

40. JS9 recommended that Honduras regulate women peasant farmers’ property rights, 

labour rights and remuneration under the principle of equal pay for equal work.82 

41. JS2 recommended the promotion of employment and social security for persons with 

disabilities through the promotion of incentives for companies, employment quotas and 

economic protection.83 

  Right to social security 

42. FIAN indicated that instruments such as the Social Protection Act did not explicitly 

recognize the particular conditions of families that subsisted on informal trade or carried out 

small-scale economic initiatives.84 

43. JS9 recommended the provision of adequate budgets for social programmes that 

facilitated the integration of persons with disabilities into social, political and economic life.85 

  Right to an adequate standard of living 

44. JAI indicated that 50 percent of Honduras’ population lived in rural areas, with many 

experiencing poverty. Poverty was especially concentrated in the southern and western 

regions, known as the Dry Corridor, where food insecurity was a persistent challenge.86 FIAN 

stated that campesino and Indigenous families lacked the necessary resources to diversify 

their crops, which compromised their food security.87 JS6 highlighted information estimating 

that, in 2023, 28 per cent of the population suffered from acute food insecurity.88 
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45. FIAN recommended that the Framework Act on Food and Nutrition Security be 

amended to bring it into line with international standards 89  and promote small-scale 

agroecological production as a strategy for climate change resilience.90 JS6 recommended 

that Honduras ensure food security for children, especially those under 5 years of age in rural 

and Indigenous areas, through specific social protection measures.91 

46. JS5, noting that access to drinking water was limited for the vast majority of the 

population, 92  recommended that Honduras take effective measures to ensure access to 

drinking water in remote areas of the country.93 

  Right to health 

47. AI reported that public spending on health as a percentage of GDP in Honduras was 

well below the 6 percent recommended by the World Health Organisation 94  and 

recommended that Honduras increase public spending on health to at least 6 percent of GDP; 

and prioritize resource allocation to reduce disparities in coverage, particularly for 

disadvantaged groups.95 

48. JS3 highlighted the difficulty of obtaining medicines due to their price and 

recommended that Honduras establish aid systems for the purchase of medicines, especially 

for the most vulnerable population groups.96 

49. JS2 referred to the high HIV prevalence rates in Honduras and to the fact that, despite 

legislative advances, violations of the human rights of people with HIV persisted.97 

50. AI stated that despite noting recommendations on access to the emergency 

contraception pill, Honduras had allowed the use and sale of this pill, ending 14 years of 

prohibition.98 However, access to the pill was hampered due to limited availability at public 

health facilities. 99  JS10 recommended that steps be taken to ensure that the emergency 

contraceptive pill and other contraceptive methods were accessible without discrimination 

and free of charge at public health facilities.100 

51. JS7 noted that the incidence of forced pregnancy in girls and adolescents was a 

product of the context of sexual violence in Honduras and the lack of access to sexual and 

reproductive health information and services. 101  JS10 referred to the high number of 

pregnancies among girls and adolescents, including girls under 14 years of age.102  

52. AI and JS9 noted the high levels of child and teenage pregnancies in Honduras 

highlighting that the Pregnancy Prevention Act had been vetoed by the president in 2023.103 

JS6 recommended that Honduras promote comprehensive sexuality education and adopt the 

Act on Comprehensive Education for the Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy. 104  JS10 

recommended the establishment of effective strategies to prevent pregnancy in children and 

adolescents, recognizing the context of violence in which pregnancies occurred in girls under 

14 years of age.105 

53. Several submissions noted that abortion remained prohibited in all circumstances in 

Honduras.106 JS7 noted that complications from unsafe abortions were one of the main causes 

of hospitalization in Honduras.107 JS7 reported that the constitutional amendment adopted in 

2021 established that the article of the Constitution referring to the prohibition of abortion 

could be amended only by a three-fourths majority of the National Congress.108 

54. AI recommended that Honduras decriminalize abortion in all circumstances.109 JS6 

recommended the decriminalization of abortion in cases of rape, incest and risk to the 

mother’s life.110 

55. JS10 noted that access to health services for women living in rural areas was difficult 

and precarious.111 CVI-YAXKIN indicated that the lack of accessible health services in rural 

areas contributed to the high incidence of disabilities in those communities.112 

56. CFam stated that Honduras should continue to improve maternal and child health 

outcomes, including by ensuring adequate affordable maternal health care, with special 

attention to those in rural and remote areas.113 
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  Right to education 

57. Several submissions highlighted concerns about high dropout rates.114 JS5 reported 

that 48 per cent of school-age children were outside the education system owing to factors 

such as economic problems, geographical distance or child pregnancy. It pointed out that one 

of the main reasons for dropping out of school was violence in various forms, as many areas 

were controlled by gangs.115 JS5 reported that in rural areas, where school infrastructure was 

very poor, the population received, on average, fewer years of schooling.116 

58. JS5 recommended that Honduras reduce school dropout rates by addressing the root 

causes of the phenomenon, including violence, 117  and that it ensure access to quality 

education throughout the country, in particular by investing in school infrastructure.118 JS3 

recommended that Honduras provide school supplies and educational resources to children 

from low-income families.119 

59. Broken-Chalk indicated that due to, inter alia, inefficient government education 

spending, the government had moved toward privatising education.120 JS3 expressed concern 

about the gap between public and private schools, including their academic level.121 

60. JS2 stated that less than 2 per cent of the country’s educational centres adequately 

catered for students with disabilities. 122  ICO noted that lack of bilingual and culturally 

relevant curricula contributed to limited opportunities for Indigenous youth.123 JS8 indicated 

that bullying in educational settings was one of the main reasons for the high dropout rate 

among LGBTIQ+ persons.124 

61. ADF-International reported on concerns, including parental rights, regarding the 

implementation of school-based sex education programmes.125 

  Development, the environment, and business and human rights 

62. JAI stated that Honduras was vulnerable to climate change due to its high exposure to 

climate-related hazards such as hurricanes, tropical storms, and droughts.126 JS4 reported that 

the consequences of climate change were disastrous for a country where a large percent of 

the population lived in rural areas and were employed in agriculture, livestock, forestry and 

aquaculture.127 

63. JS4 indicated that communities were also contending with increased levels of water 

pollution from rising sea levels, illegal open pit mining and high levels of deforestation.128 

FIAN recommended the establishment and implementation of sustainable natural resource 

management plans, with priority given to the conservation of water sources, seas, soils and 

biodiversity.129 

64. JS4 stated that there were three main legal instruments which addressed the impacts 

of climate change: the Law on Climate Change, the National Climate Change Strategy, and 

the National Climate Change Adaptation Plan. However, they were not being effectively 

implemented and needed updating.130 

65. JS4 recommended that Honduras: implement the recommendation from the Special 

Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of climate change 

to revise the Law on Climate Change.131 JS9 recommended that steps be taken to ensure 

compliance with legislation that protects relevant ecosystems and nature reserves and to close 

extractive projects in those areas.132 

66. Several submissions highlighted the existence of conflicts related to land and natural 

resources connected to the activities of business, including corporations in the agribusiness, 

mining and tourism industries, particularly affecting Indigenous and/or Afro-Honduran 

communities.133 

67. JS14 stated that extractive projects such as mining, hydroelectric dams and large-scale 

monoculture continued to encroach on the territories of Indigenous, Afrodescendent and 

campesino communities without duly respecting prior consultation processes.134 JS4 stated 

that Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descendants, and campesino communities routinely faced 

forced evictions and violence and that many of them worked and lived on land for which they 

were still awaiting official deeds or faced situations where multiple owners had been assigned 
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the same lands.135 The high-profile conflict in Bajo Aguán was just one of several ongoing 

violent territorial conflicts.136 

68. JS10 recommended that a consultation process be implemented on the National Policy 

for a Responsible and Fair Mining Industry, with the participation of affected sectors and 

communities.137 JS4 recommended that Honduras implement legislation at the national level 

to hold businesses accountable.138 

 2. Rights of specific persons or groups 

  Women 

69. JS9 referred to the lack of progress towards the adoption of the Special 

Comprehensive Act against All Forms of Violence against Women.139 

70. Several submissions highlighted the very high rates of femicide in Honduras.140 JS9 

noted that, according to women’s organizations, 90 per cent of the perpetrators in such cases 

went unpunished, but there were no public data to corroborate this.141 JS9 added that the data 

on disappearances of women were alarming.142 JS10 indicated that, between 2020 and 2024, 

the Public Prosecution Service had received a total of 805 reports of enforced disappearances 

of women.143 

71. JS9 and JS10 recommended that Honduras adopt the Special Comprehensive Act 

against All Forms of Violence against Women and other legal frameworks such as the Purple 

Alert Act on the search for missing women.144 

72. ADIS stated that women and girls from Indigenous communities faced greater 

vulnerability and were often victims of violence, especially within families.145 

73. JS10 reported high rates of complaints regarding sexual offences, a high percentage 

of which were perpetrated against girls and adolescents.146 JS7 noted that official figures on 

sexual violence underrepresented the true number of cases, as women often did not file 

criminal complaints for fear of reprisals.147 

74. JS6 recommended that Honduras ensure access to justice by updating the protocols 

for investigating femicides and disappearances148 and strengthening the criminalization of 

femicides, disappearances and other forms of violence.149 JS10 recommended that Honduras 

adapt and implement the Latin American Model Protocol for the Investigation of 

Gender-related Killings of Women, ensure free and informed consent for any medical 

intervention or treatment and ensure the abolition of practices of subjecting women and girls 

with disabilities to forced sterilization or forced abortion.150 

  Children 

75. JS4 reported that gangs and organised crime groups intentionally recruited children 

and young people to exploit the differential age based criminal sentencing policies.151 JS6 

recommended that Honduras criminalize the forced recruitment of children and adolescents 

by gangs and strengthen programmes for the protection and social reintegration of children 

and adolescents in gangs.152 

76. JS5 noted that street children were often institutionalized, criminalized or, even worse, 

recruited by gangs.153 It recommended that Honduras protect them by identifying their needs 

and providing appropriate assistance and alternative care solutions when family reunification 

was not possible.154 

77. JS6 indicated that more than half of the country’s children were engaged in some form 

of child labour, whether paid or unpaid.155 JS5 stated that the main drivers of child labour 

included extreme poverty but also the demand for child labour in various sectors.156 

78. JS6 recommended that Honduras bring national legislation into line with the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and conventions on child labour and that it amend the 

Labour Inspection Act to establish clear penalties for the use of child labour.157 

79. JS5 expressed concern about the many cases of violence against children within the 

home, including murder and sexual abuse.158 JS6 stated that many mothers and caregivers 
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believed that physical punishment was a necessary part of child-rearing.159 JS5 recommended 

that Honduras strengthen the legal framework to combat violence against children.160 JS6 

recommended that Honduras implement awareness-raising and education policies and 

programmes to promote non-violent disciplinary practices.161 

80. JS6 recommended the development of a national strategy to eliminate discrimination 

and violence against girls, focusing on child marriage, early pregnancy and harmful practices, 

especially in Indigenous communities.162 

  Persons with disabilities 

81. JS2 indicated that persons with disabilities in Honduras faced multiple barriers, 

including their vulnerability, insufficient employment opportunities, the absence of 

State-provided social security and the lack of a culture of inclusion.163 ICO highlighted the 

limited enforcement of disability rights laws.164 CVI-YAXKIN stated that it was crucial to 

ensure access to basic services and transportation and to promote social and labour 

inclusion.165 

82. CVI-YAXKIN indicated that the amendment of the Act on Equity and Comprehensive 

Development for Persons with Disabilities had been awaiting approval in the National 

Congress since 2022. It added that Honduras had not had a national policy for persons with 

disabilities since 2013.166 

83. CAPRODI recommended that national legislation be brought into line with the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, starting with the law on the rights of 

persons with disabilities.167 

  Indigenous Peoples and minorities 

84. JS13 stated that despite efforts, Indigenous and Afro-Honduran communities faced 

serious challenges, like discrimination, weak recognition, security, and adjudication of their 

rights to land, territories, and natural resources.168 Both state and non-state actors, including 

gangs, multinational corporations, and organized crime groups caused significant challenges 

for Indigenous communities.169 

85. JS14 noted that, for more than a decade, but especially during the 2010–2022 

presidential terms, the Honduran Government had promoted a security policy centred on the 

deployment of a military presence in areas where there were conflicts over the control of 

natural resources.170 

86. ADIS recommended that Honduras strengthen the implementation of public policies 

and ensure access to health and education services through specific programmes aimed at 

Indigenous communities.171 

87. JS9 indicated that there were still no legal mechanisms to protect the process of free, 

prior and informed consultation and no legal framework recognizing the rights of Indigenous, 

Garifuna and Afrodescendent peoples. 172  JS16 indicated that the lack of a regulatory 

framework left the manner of conducting these processes to the discretion of various actors.173 

ADIS reported that more than 250,000 hectares of ancestral lands had been invaded by 

settlers and companies, many of them linked to extractive activities.174 

88. JS14 recommended that Honduras ensure the full exercise of the right of all 

Indigenous, Garifuna and rural communities affected by megaprojects to free, prior and 

informed consultation by adopting and implementing a national law on prior consultation and 

ensuring the collective titling of ancestral territories.175 Several submissions made related 

recommendations.176 

89. JS13 stated that Honduras should fully implement the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 

Convention, 1989 (No. 169) of the ILO.177 ICO recommended implementing the United 

Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;178 and ensuring adequate avenues 

for Indigenous Peoples and Afro-Honduran communities to access justice over land 

disputes.179 
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  Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons 

90. Several submissions highlighted the existence of very high levels of violence against 

the LGBTI+ community and impunity for such acts.180 JS2 indicated that crimes motivated 

by prejudice against sexual diversity were a structural problem, with limited institutional 

responses.181 

91. Cattrachas noted that there was no investigation protocol with a differentiated 

approach that would allow for the proper investigation of such crimes.182 JS8 recommended 

the implementation of a protocol for the provision of differentiated services to LGBTIQ+ 

users of the security and justice system.183 

92. JS1 and JS8 recommended that the Criminal Code be amended to include hate crimes 

in the section on crimes against life.184 JS2 recommended the implementation of effective 

mechanisms to investigate and prosecute crimes motivated by prejudice against lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and intersex persons to reduce impunity and ensure access to justice 

for victims and their families.185 

93. JS8 indicated that articles 112 and 116 of the Constitution restricted the rights to 

marriage and adoption for LGBTIQ+ persons. 186  AI noted that Congress had passed a 

constitutional reform that reinforced the prohibition of same-sex marriage. 187  JS1 

recommended that article 112 of the Constitution and related legislation be amended to allow 

same-sex marriage.188 

94. Cattrachas recommended that Honduras move forward with the adoption of a legal 

framework ensuring the right of trans persons to recognition of their gender identity.189 

95. Cattrachas reported on political campaigns and propaganda during the election period 

that had involved fundamentalist religious groups promoting a hostile environment against 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons.190 

  Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers 

96. JS2 recommended that Honduras address the structural causes of migration, such as 

widespread violence due to socioeconomic inequality and the effects of climate change.191 

97. JS9 stated that the harmonization of national migration law with international 

standards remained a challenge.192 

98. JS10 indicated that between 2020 and 2025, 255,867 migrants had returned to the 

country.193 JS9 recommended that steps be taken to protect migrants and returnees and to 

strengthen institutions through accurate information and statistics with a human rights 

approach.194 

99. JS2 stated that Honduran migrant women in transit experienced different types of 

violence, including sexual harassment and intimidation.195 JS6 stated that migrant children 

faced serious risks.196 

100. JS10 stated that reports of disappearances on migration routes to third countries had 

increased in recent years.197 JS15 noted that Honduras had no official records of missing 

migrants and reported that, according to the records of the Committees of Relatives of 

Missing Migrants, as of February 2025 their databases showed a total of 887 missing 

migrants.198 JS15 recommended that Honduras coordinate ongoing transnational actions with 

other countries in the region for the conduct of searches and investigations and the provision 

of reparations in cases involving the disappearance of migrants.199 

  Internally displaced persons 

101. JS2 noted that violence and organized crime were key drivers of internal 

displacement, along with natural disasters. 200  JAI stated that between 2008 and 2022, 

56 disaster events, including storms and floods had displaced about 1.1 million people.201 

102. JS9 recommended that financial resources be allocated for the effective 

implementation of the Act for the Prevention of Internal Displacement and the Protection and 

Care of Internally Displaced Persons.202 
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