A long history of Forced Displacement in IGAD Region
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Refugee movements in Africa prior to 1970 were influenced by a variety of historical, political, and social factors. Here are some key points to consider:
Colonial Legacy: Many refugee movements in Africa can be traced back to the colonial period when European powers established boundaries and borders without regard for the ethnic, tribal, or cultural divisions that existed among indigenous populations. This often resulted in the displacement of people as they were forced to live within new, arbitrarily drawn borders.
Wars of Independence: The struggle for independence from colonial rule in various African countries often led to internal conflicts and refugee movements. As Africans fought for their freedom, many were displaced from their homes due to the violence and upheaval associated with these struggles.
Post-World War II Displacements: The aftermath of World War II saw significant population movements in Africa. Displaced persons from Europe, particularly Eastern Europe, found their way to Africa as refugees. Additionally, African soldiers who had served in European armies during the war returned home, and some of them faced persecution or displacement.
Ethnic and Tribal Conflicts: Ethnic and tribal conflicts have been a recurring cause of refugee movements in Africa. Tensions and violence between different ethnic groups often led to people being forced to flee their homes for safety.
Decolonization: As African nations gained independence from colonial rule in the mid-20th century, the process of decolonization was often accompanied by political instability and power struggles. These dynamics sometimes resulted in refugee flows.
It's important to note that the refugee movements in Africa prior to 1970 were complex and diverse, shaped by a combination of historical factors. These movements had a profound impact on the demographic, political, and social landscape of the continent and continue to influence events in Africa to this day.�
Congo Crisis (1960-1965): The Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly known as Zaire) experienced a series of conflicts and political upheavals following its independence from Belgium in 1960. These events led to the displacement of Congolese populations, with refugees seeking safety in neighboring countries such as Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda.
Burundian Independence and Ethnic Conflict (1962): Burundi gained independence from Belgian colonial rule in 1962, which was accompanied by ethnic tensions and conflicts between ethnic groups. These tensions resulted in periodic refugee flows, with many Burundians seeking refuge in neighboring Rwanda and Tanzania.
Rwandan Ethnic Conflict (1959 onwards): The ethnic tensions in the late 1950s. These tensions led to periodic violence and population movements, with Rwandans fleeing to neighboring countries like Uganda and Burundi.
Ugandan Refugees (various periods): Uganda itself served as a host country for refugees during various periods, including the 1970s when Ugandan Asians were expelled by Idi Amin's regime. These refugees found shelter in various countries, including Kenya and the United Kingdom.
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