
Overview of Spontaneous Refugee Returns
(as of 31 May 2025)

Refugee Arrivals
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Monthly arrivals for the last 6 months Spontaneous Refugee Arrivals by Country of Asylum
According to UNHCR, IOM and RRC joint border monitoring data, a total of  15,847 South Sudanese 
have been reported from Sudan in May 2025.
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Returns from October 2018 to May 2025 Arrivals per State for the month of May 2025 

2018 to May 2025
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Returnees

*

2.3M South Sudanese Refugees
in the region as of 
31 May 2025

*Intend to permanently return to South Sudan.

2024

2023

2022

2021

2020

2019

(2018)(2025)

er e r er
a r e
a a

Warra Ce ra
Eq a r a

We er
a r e
a a

We er
Eq a r a

e O er

e - a - Fe - ar- r- a -



D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

DD

D

D

DD

DD

D
D

D

D

D

D
D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

CE L
F

L C

S

C
L F

CO O

KE Y

Ilemi

CENTRAL
EQUATORIA EASTERN

EQUATORIA

JONGLEI

LAKES

NORTHERN BAHR
EL GHAZAL

UNITY

UPPER NILE

WARRAP

WESTERN
EQUATORIA

WESTERN
BAHR EL
GHAZAL

Overview of Spontaneous Refugee Returns
(as of 31 May 2025)

rea

KEY HIGHLIGHTS ON REFUGEE RETURNS
20,343

(3%)

-

-
-

8 

(78%) 18%
10%

PUSH FACTORS

• (28%).
• (24%).
• (22%).

The most cited reasons for leaving Country of Asylum include:

PULL FACTORS

KEY PROTECTION CONCERNS AT BORDER POINTS AND
IN AREAS OF RETURN ARE:

METHODOLOGY

The most cited reasons for returning to South Sudan from Country of Asylum include:-

• (17%)

• (15%)

• (2%)

• (12%)
• (11%)
• (8%)
• (7%)

-

Disclaimer: The
UNHCR and partners currently  have presence. It is most likely that more returnees 

and/or travelling at night.
CONTRIBUTING PARTNERS

52,796 

Spontaneous Refugee Returns by State from 
October 2018 - May 2025
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