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08 July 2024

Kidnappings of media professionals

At least three Burkinabe media professionals were kidnapped in the capital Ouagadougou in June 2024: Journalist
and columnist Adama Bayala has been missing since 28.06.24. According to media reports, he voiced criticism of
the military government during political debates on television programmes, among other things. Supporters of the
military regime are said to have attacked him on social media.

Unknown actors allegedly kidnapped the publishing director of the newspaper L'Evénement, Serge Atiana Oulon,
on 24.06.24. The incident reportedly occurred after the Conseil Supérieur de la Communication (CSC) ordered a
one-month suspension of L'Evénement's online publication on 19.06.24 and after Oulon reported on an alleged
embezzlement of funds for the army's civilian auxiliary forces. Sldo Kalifara Séré, a commentator on the BF1
Télévision television channel, has been considered as missing since 19.06.24.

In recent times, there have been repeated kidnappings and arrests of prominent opposition figures in Burkina Faso
(cf. BN of 29.01.24 and 26.02.24). Burkina Faso ranks 86th in the world in terms of press freedom in 2024. In 2021,
before the current head of the military government, Ibrahim Traoré, came to power in a coup in September 2022,
the country still ranked 37th.?

15 July 2024

Draft law on the criminalisation of homosexuality

On 10.07.24, the Burkinabe military government under Ibrahim Traoré passed a draft amendment to the Personal
and Family Code (CPF), which criminalises homosexuality. According to the draft law, homosexuality and related
practices are prohibited and punishable. The media report that the specific penalties are not known. The law has
not yet come into force as it needs to be adopted by parliament first. On 24.08.23, the Supreme Council for
Communication of the Burkinabe government had already banned the broadcasting of television channels that
publicly address homosexuality (cf. BN of 28.08.23).?

29 July 2024

Military personnel accused of mutilating corpses

Since 16.07.24, four videos have been published on social media showing members of the Malian and Burkinabe
army mutilating corpses. According to media reports, the soldiers’ conversation apparently indicates cannibalistic
practices. The videos allegedly show members of the Malian Forced Armées Maliennes (FAMa), the Malian



Paratroopers Command, the Burkinabe Eighth Battalion d'Intervention Rapide (BIR) and the paramilitary group
Volontaires pour la défense de la patrie (VDP). The General Staff of the armed forces of Burkina Faso and Mali
condemned the acts in the videos. Opposition members of the military governments and others, are calling on the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate the alleged crimes.?

19 August 2024

Dozens killed in jihadist attack

Members of the al-Qaeda group Jama'a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM) killed more than 140 members of
the Burkinabe military in an attack on a military convoy near the towns of Fada N'Gourma and Boungou in the
eastern province of Gourma in the Est region on 09.08.24, according to their own statements published on 13.08.24.
JNIM maintains that the attack is a response to several acts of violence committed by the military against civilians.
According to media reports, JNIM also captured several vehicles, dozens of weapons, ammunition and military
equipment. This attack caused the highest number of casualties that JINIM has claimed in Burkina Faso since the
beginning of 2023.*

Forced recruitment of members of the judiciary

According to media reports of mid-August 2020, members of the Burkinabe military arrested six members of the
judiciary in Ouagadougou and ordered them to support the fight against jihadist groups for a period of three months
from 14.08.24. The administrative court of Bobo-Dioulasso ruled that the arrests and recruitment orders were
unlawful.

Since Ibrahim Traoré took office in October 2022, members of the judiciary allegedly repeatedly criticised the
military government and took decisions against people close to Traoré.®

26 August 2024

Centre-Nord: Fatal attack

Members of an armed group killed around 200 people in an attack on a village near the town of Kaya in the Centre-
Nord region on 24.08.24. Among those killed were civilians, Burkinabe military members and members of the
paramilitary group Volontaires pour la défense de la patrie (VDP). Over 100 people more were injured. The attackers
struck when the villagers were helping the security forces to dig protective trenches against armed groups. They
are said to have refused to take part in the work previously for fear of reprisals from armed groups. According to
media reports, no armed jihadist group active in the region has yet claimed responsibility for the attack.®

28 October 2024

Hundreds arrested for spying

The ministry of security announced on 17.10.24 that between 04.09. and 04.10.24 Burkinabe security forces had
arrested 350 people throughout the country on spying charges. According to the ministry, hundreds of reports from
the Burkinabe public had enabled individuals suspected of having conspired against the military government to be
arrested. The military government had called on the public to report any suspicions after claiming that a propaganda
and destabilisation operation had been launched against it. According to his own accounts, Ibrahim Traoré, the
head of the military government who came to power by way of a coup, has already thwarted a number of attempted
coups in which civilians and members of the military were involved (cf. BN of 09.10.23 and 22.01.24). At the
beginning of October 2024, the minister of security published a list of the names of some 15 political and military
figures who are suspected of aiming to take action against the military government.’

Djibo: Doctors Without Borders (MSF) suspends activities

On 21.10.24 the medical emergency aid organisation Doctors Without Borders (MSF) announced that it was
suspending its activities in the town of Djibo in the Sahel region of northern Burkina Faso on security grounds, as
the town close to the borders with Niger and Mali has been surrounded by jihadist groups since 2022. According to



reports in the media, MSF health centres and facilities have frequently been targeted by violent actors in the past.
Back in February 2023, MSF suspended its work throughout the country for three weeks after two Burkinabe staff
were killed by armed actors. In July 2024 the organisation's water supply stations were destroyed and in September
2024 a further member of its staff was killed. In Burkina Faso there are more than two million internally displaced
people, who are for the most part dependant on aid from humanitarian organisations. NGOs report that the number
of internally displaced people in the town of Djibo has risen from 60,000 to over 200,000 in the space of five years.®

Voice of America news channel (VOA) banned

On 07.10.24 the Burkinabe media supervisory authority suspended the Voice of America news channel (VOA) for
three months after it made critical comments about members of the Burkinabe military in the fight against jihadism.
The media supervisory authority has reportedly also placed a temporary ban on local news channels referring to
reports in the international media. After promising to clamp down on jihadist groups, since the security situation in
the country has deteriorated the military government has reportedly become increasingly intolerant of critical
voices.’

18 November 2024

Coup attempt thwarted

On 08.11.24 Burkinabe security personnel arrested an individual in the capital, Ouagadougou, on suspicion of
having planned a coup against captain Ibrahim Traoré's military government. According to reports in the media,
the individual concerned is said to have handed over approx. 8 billion CFA francs (approx. EUR 7.7 million as per
18.11.24) to members of the Burkinabe army who were pretending to accept his plan for a coup. This was reportedly
the sixth attempted coup against Ibrahim Traoré since he was declared head of the country as the leader of the
military junta on 05.10.22 (cf. BN of 09.10.23 and 22.01.24).1°

Military government aiming to introduce the death penalty

The justice minister announced on 08.11.24 that the military regime headed by captain Ibrahim Traoré intends to
include the death penalty in the draft of a new Burkinabe criminal code. According to reports in the media, the
death penalty was abolished under former president Roch Marc Christian Kaboré at the end of May 2018. The last
recorded execution of the death sentence officially took place in 1988.%

Bamako: Arrest for criticising Burkino Faso's military junta

On 13.11.24 unknown actors arrested Malian opposition politician Issa Kaou N’Djim in Bamako under pressure
from the Burkinabe authorities. He is accused of having expressed criticism of the military government in Burkina
Faso in a television programme. According to reports in the media, he is said to have claimed that the alleged latest
attempted coup against the head of the Burkinabe military government, Ibrahim Traoré, was a sham.?

25 November 2024

Over a hundred people accused of involvement in terrorism

The government announced on 19.11.24 that it was freezing the assets of some 115 civilians and members of the
judiciary for at least six months. The individuals concerned are accused of involvement in terrorist activities and/or
funding terrorism. According to reports in the media, they include alleged members of jihadist groups as well as
former president Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba, former ministers, media representatives, members of the military,
students, opposition figures, farmers and other civilians. Between 04.09. and 04.10.24 Burkinabe security forces
arrested more than 350 people throughout the country on charges of spying and alleged conspiracy against the
military government (cf. BN of 28.10.24).%°



02 December 2024

TV station has licence revoked for criticising Burkina Faso

According to a report in the media, the Malian high authority for communication (HAC) has withdrawn the
broadcasting licence of private news channel Joliba TV News with effect from 26.11.24, in response to a complaint
by the Burkinabe Superior Council for Communication (CSC). The ban was sparked by an appearance by Issa Kaou
N’Djim in which he accused the Burkinabe junta of having orchestrated the most recent alleged attempted coup.
N’Djim was arrested in Bamako on 13.11.24 (cf. BN article of 18.11.24). His court hearing is said to be scheduled for
23.12.24.

Shortly after the ban on Joliba TV, on 28.11.24 Burkina Faso and the CSC duly subpoenaed the Burkinabe daily
newspaper L'Observateur Paalga in connection with a controversial article on the promotion of generals in Mali.**

09 December 2024

Prime minister dismissed; government dissolved

On 06.12.24 the interim president of the Burkinabe military government, Ibrahim Traoré, dissolved his entire
government and removed the prime minister, Apollinaire Joachim Kyélem de Tambéla, from office. He issued a
decree announcing, among other provisions, that the ministers are to continue to discharge their duties until a new
government is formed. According to reports in the media, no grounds have been stated for Tambela's dismissal.
Since his nomination in October 2022, Tambeéla had reportedly been appointed as prime minister three times. On
07.12.24 Traoré appointed the former minister of communications, culture and tourism, Rimtalba Jean Emmanuel
Ouédraogo, as the new prime minister in a decree which was announced on television.*

23 December 2024

Withdrawal from ECOWAS

At a summit in the Nigerian capital Abuja, the heads of state and government of the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) announced on 15.12.24 that Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, all of which countries are ruled
by military juntas, would be withdrawing from the organisation as of 29.01.25 and that they would be granted a six-
month transition period during which they could rejoin the community. The military juntas of the three countries
rejected ECOWAS's call for the restoration of democratic government and announced in January 2024 that they
intended to leave ECOWAS. The transition period is reported in the media as being a final attempt to dissuade
Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger from permanently leaving the community. The military regimes stated on 13.12.24
that their planned withdrawal from ECOWAS would not be reversible. In 1975, Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger were
founding members of the community, with the aim of improving economic and political integration in West Africa.
In September 2023 Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali formed the Alliance of Sahel States. Citizens of the ECOWAS sites
are able to travel throughout all member states without a visa. The Alliance of Sahel States wishes to retain this
arrangement despite leaving ECOWAS.¢
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