
Out of shool children

Estimated proportion of
refugee children out of school77%

Comparison of refugee enrolment rates 
by school level for refugees vs nationals*

Refugees Nationals

103%** 104%**

*** The estimated proportion of 18-24 youth enrolled in higher education 
      or technical and vocational education and training (TVET).

Average GER and NER: Primary + Secondary

* Sources: UNHCR Ghana,  https://data.unhcr.org/en/country/gha, July 2023.

10.5k

* Source: Primary 2022 & Secondary 2021, Unesco. World Bank Data, Tertiary 2020.
   https://uis.unesco.org/en/country/gh. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Tertiary***SecondaryPrimary

3.2k

2.8k

36
72

0.9k

73%

2.6%

 19%19%

** The GER takes into account students who are older than the typical age for a given level of education. 
     Over-age enrollment can contribute to a GER above 100%. 
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OPERATIONAL CONTEXT
Total number of Refugees 
and Asylum seekersProportion of displaced 

people (refugees + Asylum seekers)

Refugees & Asylum seekers

3.7k
Estimated displaced children in the country*

35%

Children among
the refugees Primary Secondary

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on these maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Gross and Net Enrolment Rates (GER and NER) comparison by gender and by school year

REFUGEE EDUCATION OVERVIEW

Average GER 

Average NER 

46%
39%

Sources: Displaced population data: UNHCR RBWCA refugee statistics of as of July 2023 (end of the academic year); Education data: RBWCA data consolidation as of August 2023, Assistance data: UNHCR and partners data consolidation.
Data consolidation is based on data available from the different UNHCR operations. Data may sometimes be partial and do not always consider the whole refugee population. Data reflects the best knowledge of UNHCR and its partners.
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UNHCR’S EDUCATION RESPONSE AND ASSISTANCE
Children/youth reached by level

Pre-Primary

Primary

Secondary

Tertiary

Children/youth reached by protection status

2.1k
49% 51%

MaleFemaleRefugees Host Communities
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

Teachers trained

Children assisted with school kits

Children whose access to the national 
education systems has been facilitated

69

MaleFemale

24% 76%

45% 55%

MaleFemale3%

17%

73%

6%

Male Female

Source: Education data: RBWCA data consolidation as of August 2023, Assistance data: UNHCR and partners data consolidation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
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Children/youth reached by gender

1,282

1,914 115

Refugees supported with 
Higher Education Scholarships

(including Complementary Pathways)

123

The 2022-2023 school year was marked by the voluntary repatriation of most Ivorian 
refugees (following the cessation of refugee status for Ivorian refugees, which took 
effect on 30 June 2022), who made up the majority of refugee pupils attending school 
in Ghana. This explains the decline in refugee enrolment rates, particularly at primary 
level, as many of them left during the school year. As those who remained in Ghana no 
longer had refugee status, they were not included in the enrolment statistics.
During the 2022-2023 school year, UNHCR supported refugee children enrolled in 
primary school by providing uniforms, exercise books, textbooks and other school 
supplies. UNHCR also paid for exam fees and tutoring where necessary.
At the secondary level, refugees attending boarding schools received a set of essential 
items for their schooling and boarding life. For those who did not have access to 
boarding schools, living expenses were also paid to refugee students who had to stay 
in private hostel to avoid long journeys to school.
As a result of the growing insecurity in Burkina Faso and the spill-over of the Central 
Sahel crisis to the coastal countries, 1,530 recently arrived asylum-seeking children 
from Burkina Faso are not yet enrolled in school in Ghana. Measures are being taken 
to prepare and enroll them for the start of the 2023-2024 school year.




