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(above) Mourners gather at the Plaza 
de Armas in Cusco for the funeral 
procession for community leader 
Remo Candia, who was killed during 
a protest on January 11, 2023.  
© 2023 Michael Bednar/Getty Images 

 

(front cover) Relatives and friends of 
people killed during demonstrations 
in Juliaca, Peru, carry pictures of their 
loved ones at a February 9, 2023, 
march commemorating one month 
since their deaths.  
© 2023 Juan Carlos Cisneros/ 
AFP via Getty Images

Peru has experienced an erosion of the rule of law and democratic institutions in recent years, in 
part due to pervasive corruption and a Congress dominated by petty agendas and intent on 
eliminating checks on its power. On December 7, 2022, then-President Pedro Castillo attempted to 
close Congress, rule by decree, and take over the judiciary. Congress removed him from office and 
Vice President Dina Boluarte became president. 

Thousands of mostly rural and Indigenous people took to the streets, calling for early elections, 
among other demands. Many were also frustrated by persistent inequality and marginalization. 

While most protests were peaceful, some protesters engaged in violence. Security forces re-
sponded with grossly disproportionate force, including firing assault rifles and handguns against 
demonstrators.   

Deadly Decline documents security forces’ indiscriminate use of force and abuses against detainees, 
in the context of an entrenched political and social crisis. It draws upon interviews with more than 
140 people—including victims, witnesses, and officials—verification of more than 37 hours of video 
and 600 photographs of the protests, and review of autopsy, ballistics and medical reports. 

Forty-nine protesters and bystanders, including 8 children, died of injuries sustained from December 
2022 through February 2023. Most of these deaths are likely extrajudicial or arbitrary killings under 
international human rights law, for which the state is responsible. More than 1,300 people, including 
hundreds of police officers, were injured. A police officer was killed in unclear circumstances. 

Criminal investigations of the abuses have had serious flaws, including failures to collect key initial 
evidence.  

Prosecutors should thoroughly investigate, focusing not only on the officers who committed abuses 
but also their superiors and the civilian authorities they answer to.
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