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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY, KEY 
FINDINGS and RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Rapid City Profiling and Monitoring 
System  

With the support of the European Union, UN-Habitat 
and UNFPA had undertaken the realization of the Rapid 
City Profiling and Monitoring System (RCPMS) for six 
Libyan municipali�es in close collabora�on with the 
Libyan Ministry of Planning and the concerned 
municipali�es, the Libyan Bureau of Sta�stics and 
Census (BSC) and the Urban Planning Agency (UPA).  

This report is the RCPMS for the municipality of Sebha, 
an important city in the South of the country. It aims at 
establishing a first comprehensive Urban Informa�on 
Analysis and Monitoring Framework (UIAMF) based on 
a detailed assessment of urban structures and facili�es 
as well as on urban indicators related to basic services, 
local economy, living standards and their perceptions 
by inhabitants. It considers the outcomes of sectors’ 
assessments conducted by key informants in Libya, the 
results of damage assessment conducted by the ground 
verifica�on team in the targeted ci�es, as well as 
analysis and information provided by UN agencies and 
LNGOs . 

The City Profiling exercise informs on humanitarian, 
early recovery and stabiliza�on responses and the 
priori�zation of urban rehabilita�on interven�ons so 
that they have the largest impact to encourage urban 

recovery, in terms of loca�on (spa�al priori�zation), 
sequencing, and types of interven�ons; and the return 
of displaced populations. It helps also building the 
capacity of local actors to evaluate and monitor the 
impact of the crisis on the urban func�onality and 
services, considering the demographic changes 
because of the dynamic of the conflict and forced 
displacements.  

UN-Habitat has u�lized the latest high-resolution 
satellite imagery. The maps that were generated using 
GIS technology offer an evidence-based, mul�-sector 
response planning framework and will be made 
available in the open data portal which will offer live 
up-to-date GIS mapping data whereby the concerned 
users can extract maps, tables, graphs and narra�ve 
reports. The urban func�onality and damage 
assessment, led by UN-Habitat, was complemented by 
the results of the household survey - Mul�-Sectoral 
Need Assessment (MSNA) - performed by the BSC and 
UNFPA, conducted in early 2018, which provides 
informa�on on reali�es and percep�ons of the life and 
service provisions of and to Sebha’s population. 

Execu�ve Summary and key findings  

Sebha is the key and the most populated city in Fezzan, 
the South of Libya, and the main gateway between 
North and South. In 2018, it es�matly hosts around 
210,000 inhabitants constitu�ng around 2/3rd of its 
governorate. 

It has experienced figh�ng and damage, especially in 
2011 and 2014. Most of the displaced were within the 
boundaries of the city and its immediate 
neighborhoods, accelerating the development of its 
informal settlements.  

15,190 IDPs from Sebha outside the region has 
returned, cons�tu�ng today 7% of the population. This 
is while there are s�ll 8,390 displaced IDPs. 

Sebha became also a major step on the migra�on road 
from Africa to the North. 35,040 migrants were 
accounted for in August 2018 (18% of the municipality 
popula�on), in an accelera�ng trend. 89% of the 
migrants are from Africa, mainly Niger and Nigeria. 
Their humanitarian situation is a priority issue.  

The municipality has 12 districts: Sebha City Center, Al 
Manshiya, Sakra, Al Jadid, Abdul Kafi, Al Mahdiya, Al 
Qardha, Al Thanawiya, Al Qahira, Al Nasiriya, Hijara and 
Tahrir. The most densely populated are Al Manshiya 
and Sakra. 

The key findings of the RCPMS of Sebha municipality 
could be summarized on two levels: 

General Environment 

 There is an issue in Sebha of ci�zenship and 
rights for different communi�es, like in most 
cities in the south. This issue should be 
addressed in priority to insure social peace.  

 Sebha was characterized by its important 
agricultural sector and by its role as a trade and 
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logis�cs step towards the south. The 
dependence on government salaries was 
much less than in other parts of the country. 
The deterioration of agriculture and trade 
hardly affect its popula�on living, especially as 
they receive little aid. It also encourages the 
development of the informal economy. 

 Despite the presence of many banks and the 
limitations of the Central Bank, the economy in 
Sebha is cash-based, much more than the 
other ci�es studied in the RCPMS exercise. This 
could be linked with the large development of 
informal economy. 

 There is in Sebha an issue of reintegra�on of 
combatants, like in all other parts of the 
country. The weak economic ac�vity and 
employment in the city cons�tute a major 
challenge to be addressed. 

Multisector needs assessment 

Governance 

 Despite the promulgation of Law 59 of 2012, 
Libyan municipali�es had no clear func�ons 
and funding, and their rela�ons with the 
central administration and that of the 
mohafazat – the latter still have no elected 
councils - need to evolve according to the law 
and to be specified by rules. The investment 
needed for recovery necessitates a proper 
solution of these governance issues, 
par�cularly for what concerns budge�ng, 

public contrac�ng and procurement. The 
municipal staff needs institu�onal support in 
managerial capacity-building for that purpose. 

 The public governance in Sebha need to be 
strengthened owing the major challenges 
posed by the current situation. 

Urban planning, land use and housing 

 The municipality of Sebha hosts in 2018 around 
53,000 housing units; the largest majority are 
ground floor structures. 

 In addi�on to the development of informal 
se�lements within the boundaries of the 
municipality, another 5,700 Housing units had 
been informally built in the surroundings, 
cons�tu�ng 11% of the total. 

 The realiza�on of a new master plan for the 
urban development of the city appears to be a 
priority, to deal with informal se�lements, 
strengthen the urban character of the city and 
to promote social integration, considering local 
specifici�es. This include a housing, land and 
property (HLP) assessment owing the large 
share of informal se�lements and the current 
stopping of property registra�on.  

  

Destructions and damage 

 The destruction of residen�al structures in 
Sebha are rela�vely limited.  

Health  

 The medical facili�es in Sebha are opera�onal. 
However, they suffer from a chronic lack of 
staff and of special�es.  

 In addi�on, the population has significant 
problems to provide medicines; they are rare 
and at high prices. Both issues need to be 
addressed in priority. 

Education 

 The schools in Sebha are opera�onal. However, 
the rate of school enrollment needs to be 
increased dealing mainly with the living 
condi�ons and a�raction of irregular activi�es. 

 The facul�es and voca�onal training ins�tutes 
are opera�onal. 1 faculty compound was non-
completed and destroyed during the events. 

 There is no public child care center in Sebha, 
and the need is to be assessed. 

 Addressing the issue of educa�on seems a 
priority to foster social integra�on and to 
combat irregular ac�vi�es. 

 

 

Water, sewage and waste 

 There is a major problem of provision of 
drinking water in Sebha, needing to be 
assessed and addressed in priority. 80% of 
households do  not get the water from the 
network.  
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 The sewage network needs to be developed to 
the service all districts in the municipality. 

 The waste collec�on is well organized in only 
some central districts. The collec�on and 
dumping of waste seem to be major issues for 
most of districts. Piles of waste accumulate, 
and private collec�on is organized. In addi�on, 
the only dumping site is now close to the -
although informal se�lements – it needs to be 
closed and removed.  

Electricity and energy 

 The availability of electricity in Sebha seems 
almost normal now, with only around 3 hours 
of outages.  

 The development of renewable energies needs 
to be fostered, as in Ubari.  

 There is also a low availability of cooking gas, 
the prices of which are high in the city. 

 Also, the street ligh�ng is not func�oning in 
most districts, needing the damage to be 
repaired. This issue appears also to be a 
priority to enhance safety. 

 

The Roads, transportation and telecommunications 

 No major issue besides normal maintenance 
has been iden�fied. 

Heritage and culture 

 The main heritage site is that of the castle, 
destroyed during the fighting. It needs to be 
reconstructed.  
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1. CONTEXT 

Sebha in Libya Environment 

Sebha is the center and gateway city of the South 
Fezzan region of Libya, the biggest municipality in this 
South and the capital of the governorate of the same 
name (map 1).  

Situated at the edge of the “Idehan Ubari”1 desert, it 
constitutes the cross road towards Ubari and Ghat in 
the South West, and towards the South to Murzuq at 
the northern edge of “Idehan Murzuq” desert and to 
Umm Al Araneb and Al Gatroun at the southern edge, 
where a desert route takes to Al Kufra in the South East 
(1,877 km). 2 northern roads cross in Sebha, one from 
Tripoli through Gharyan and Brak, and one from Sirte 
through Al Jufra. 

The deserts take mostly the shape of flat sand dunes 
(erg, ‘arq in Arabic). That of Ubari contains however 
many oases and lakes, including the large oasis of 
Gabroun (Qabr ‘Aoun in Arabic, the grave of ‘Aoun) and 
its big salty lake, a touristic hub, and many others 
smaller (Mandara, Umm Al Maa’ – the mother of 
water-, Umm Al Hissan -the mother of the horse-, At-

                                                             
1 h�p://geography.name/libya-2/ 
2 h�ps://www.temehu.com/Ci�es_sites/Gabroun.htm  
3h�p://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/aquastat/p
df_files/LBY_tables.pdf 
4 h�ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meshwesh and Dodson, 
Aidan Mark. 1995. "Rise & Fall of The House of Shoshenq: 

Tarhouna, etc.). All these lakes were part of a huge 
megafazzan lake which started to disappear 7,000 
years ago2.  

Sebha is in fact situated above the Nubian Sandstone 
Aquifer system (NSAS), the biggest fossil freshwater 
reservoir in the world, es�mated at 373,000 billion 
cubic meters, covering some 2 million square 
kilometers. This NSAS lies under the Sahara Desert (500 
m deep), underneath the territorial lands of Libya, 
Chad, Egypt and Sudan. One major branch of Libya’s 
Great Man-Made River (GMMR) was developed since 
the 1980’s in the area, with most of the wells in Jebel 
Hassawnah (named a�er an Arab tribe), north of 
Sebha. It provides more than 44% of the total of around 
4 billion cubic meters transported yearly3 to feed the 
needs of the coastal area of the country (map 2).  

Sebha is a historical caravan route to and from Africa, 
running along a chain of volcanic mountains. At the East 
of the city, the Haruj Al Aswad mountain culminates at 
1,200m.  

Long before the recent development, Sebha and Wadi 
Al Hayat preserve a history going back to the pharaonic 
period. Little is known on an ancient civilization which 
controlled the area up to Siwa oasis and interacting 

The Libyan Centuries of Egyp�an History." KMT: A Modern 
Journal of Ancient Egypt 6 (3):52–67. 
5 Fage, J. D. (ed.) (1978) "The Libyans" The Cambridge 
History of Africa: From c. 500 BC to AD 1050 volume II, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, England 

with old Egypt, giving two dynasties of pharaohs from a 
Libyan Meshwesh origin4 (1295-1075 BC). It was 
followed by the Libu (giving Libya its current name) 
known to the Greeks of Cyrenaica and to Ramses II, III 
and Merneptah5. The Garamantes city-states 
(mentioned by Herodotus and Pline the Elder)6 ruled 
Libya Southwest later (500 BC-700 AD), having their 
main city in Jerma. They developed irrigation networks 
(foggara) and built tomb pyramids7. 

No oil fields exist near Sebha. Most of them are located 
200km to the South West near Ubari.  

The city of Sebha and its regional network 

The governorate of Sebha is bordered by Al-Jufra from 
the east, Ubari from the west, “Wadi Al Shati’” (the 
valley of the coast) from the north and Murzuq from 
the south. 

The road from Brak to Sebha (82 km) passes through 
Ubari desert, making Tripoli at 770 km; that coming 
from Al Jufra continues along the volcanic plateau, 
making the travel from Sirte of 622 km. Ubari is at 197 
km along the mountain chains and Murzuq at 150 km 
crossing them.  

6 Werner, Louis. "Libya's Forgo�en Desert Kingdom". 
saudiaramcoworld.com. Saudi Aramco World. Retrieved 
August 15, 2016. May/June 2004; Volume 55, Number 3. 
7 h�p://estherkofod.blogspot.com/2015/10/the-pyramids-
of-libya.html 
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In addition to the municipality, the governorate of 
Sebha comprises few smaller se�lements, as Tamanhit, 
Umm Al ‘Abid, Ghadwa, Zegan and Samnu on the way 
to Al Jufra and Sirte (see map 3). 

The municipality (baladiya) of Sebha is composed of 12 
districts: Sebha City Center, Al Manshiya, Sakra, Al 
Jadid, Abdul Kafi, Al Mahdiya, Al Qardha, Al 
Thanawiya, Al Qahira, Al Nasiriya, Hijara and Tahrir 
(see map 4).  

Sebha has an airport with an international capacity 
towards East of the city and the mountain.  

The society of Sebha 

The society of Sebha, like most of the south of Libya, is 
home to a mixture of population made of Arab, Berber, 
Tubu and Tuareg identities. All have kin relations with 
the neighboring Algeria, Chad, Niger and Sudan8, and 
with their nomadic character they use to crisscross the 
borders and the Sahar.  

Arabic tribes include Qadhadhfa, Hassawna, Hatman, 
Awlad Wafi, Majabra, Awlad Youssef, Awlad Suheik, 
Mahamid, Magarha, Zayadin, Awlad Suleiman, 
Mashashia, Awlad Zwayed,, Warfala Qit’an, Rabai’a, 
Sharfa, Hadhira, Awlad Sahl, Magharba, Zwayyat, 
Rayayna, Jama’at, Ferjana, Fawakher, ‘Areibat, 

                                                             
8 Rebecca Murray: Southern Libya Destabilized, the Case of 
Ubari; Briefing paper, Small Arms survey, April 2017.  

Awajelah and Hawana. The locally long urbanized are 
called Ahali. 

The region of Sebha is the homeland of the Qadhadhfa 
and Awlad Suleiman tribes. The Tubu has also a major 
presence.  

The battle of Sebha and the security 
situa�on 

Sebha is home of an important military base. When the 
revolt erupted in 2011, this stronghold of the former 
regime fought against the National Transition Council 
(NTC) forces, sent troops to fight in the North, and 
became a bastion of last resort a�er the starting of the 
NATO bombardments in August 2011. The NTC forces 
entered and took Sebha in September 2011. Sebha 
suffered during this 1st civil war mainly from air 
bombing. 

The Tubu tribes of Sebha sided with the revolt, 
especially as they had experienced “discrimination”9  
under the former regime. The Awlad Suleiman did the 
same but less aggressively. However, both tribes came 
to intense clashes in March 2012 (the “2012 Sebha 
conflict”) following a�acks on Tubu in Al-Kufra. The 
Tubu reactivated the separatist “Tubu Front for the 
Salvation of Libya”. Thus, the NTC dispatched 2,000 
combatants to secure Sebha. However, the tensions 

9 Summary prepared by the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in accordance with 
paragraph 15 (c) of the annex to Human rights Council 

remained high. Some aspects behind this conflict are 
linked to the control of illegal trade routes crossing 
Southern Libya. 

The tensions erupted again in clashes in 2014, when the 
Tubu and the Tuareg were fighting in nearby Ubari. In 
December 2016, the Libyan National Army (LNA) took 
control of Sebha, while it was s�ll in the middle of the 
fight for the liberation of Benghazi from the extremists, 
and while the forces of the Government of National 
Accord (GNA) were fighting the Islamic State in Sirte. 
But the airport of Tamanhit, near Sebha, remained in 
the hands of the Misrata brigades allied to the GNA. In 
April 2017, the LNA attacked the airport and the 
Misrata brigades countera�acked. The historical 
citadel of the city was destroyed during this fighting. In 
this confrontation, the Awlad Suleiman allied with the 
GNA and the Tubu with the LNA.  

The clashes erupted again between the two sides in 
February 2018. The violence continued in March 2018 
in different parts of the city, where the Tubu tribes 
settling in Al-Tuyuri quarter (Al-Qahira district) and less 
significantly in Hijara district were besieged by the Arab 
tribes of Awlad Suleiman. This was with the re-
emergence of “Sebha Martyrs Brigade” (a brigade that 
had previously contributed to the fight against ISIS in 
Sirte), which surrounded the district of Al Nasiriya and 
Hijara and shelled them. At the southern entrance of 

resolu�on 5/1: Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ; 
h�p://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session9/L
Y/A_HRC_WG.6_9_LBY_3_Libya.pdf.  
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Sebha, clashes broke out between the army and armed 
groups, which had benefited from the crisis and the 
spread of organized crime. This is while State authority 
was absent, and the army brigades' loyalty divided 
between the GNA and the LNA. 

The situation is still unsafe in Sebha when this report 
was dra�ed. A significant number of households are 
also s�ll exposed to the risk of landmines planted on 
the outskirts of the city. The multi-sectorial survey 
estimated that 13% of Sebha families are living near 
landmines. 

Sebha became also a major hub for the smuggling of 
migrants. In 2017, the United Nations Migration Agency 
(IOM) reported that Sebha had turned into a modern-
day “slave auctioning”10 town . 

The present zones of control and alleged illegal trade 
routes are shown in map 511. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
10 h�ps://www.iom.int/news/iom-learns-slave-market-
condi�ons-endangering-migrants-north-africa 

11 See also UN-Habitat: RCPMS Benghazi; October 2018. 
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