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Regional Overview and Education Trends
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Escalating conflicts intensify large-scale forced displacement

The West and Central Africa (WCA) region currently hosts over 13 million 5 5M
persons of concern to UNHCR, including 1.6 million refugees and 7.6 million
internally displaced people. The region counts 5.5 million forcibly displaced -St'mate"d“‘p'md children In the reglory

children (refugees and IDPs)?

_— _ o 1 L 53%0 [ 60'%
The main conflicts affecting the region — in central Sahel, the Central African 0
Republic, the Lake Chad Basin and North-West and South-West regions of

Cameroon — show no signs of abating and continue driving up humanitarian
needs while humanitarian access remains a recurring challenge. Children among Ch”d[en among
the refugees the IDPs*

* Burkina Faso, Mali, & Niger

1 UNHCR RBWCA, Monthly Statistics — July 2022.
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During the past year, improving the protection environment for all displaced populations was a top
operational priority, including child protection; prevention of gender-based violence and assistance to
survivors; education and livelihoods; and strengthening community-based protection systems to
reinforce self-reliance and social cohesion. Despite this, the number of children in need of
humanitarian assistance has multiplied, as has the share of unmet needs.

57 million out-of-school
children

1in 4 00SC in the world is in West and Central Africa

57 million children, adolescents and youth are barred from attending school in the region,
representing a quarter of the 236 million out-of-school worldwide2. This figure is all the more
alarming when considering that it is twice the region’s share of the global population of children of the
corresponding age (6 to 18 years old — 12.05 per cent)2. In Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, and Niger more
than half of all children and adolescents do not have access to education.

Many countries in the region are facing increased insecurity, with cross-border spillover of conflicts and
intercommunal violence having a major impact on the protection of children and youth, including on
their access to education and vocational training. By the end of the 2021-2022 school year, over
12.400 schools were closed in eight countries of the region, either because they are a direct target
of attacks by Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGSs) or because teachers have fled leaving no-one to
teach, or because parents are too frightened to send their children to school or are themselves in a
process of repeated forced displacement to safer areas*. The spread and intensification of conflict is
having an increasingly devastating effect on access and continuity of learning for all children, and
particularly for forcibly displaced childrenb.

When they do have access to education, refugee children often learn in overcrowded and under-
resourced environments (lack of infrastructure, learning materials, sanitation facilities, etc.). Data on
teachers is fragmentary but shows that teacher/pupil ratios in refugee-hosting schools are well above
recommended ratios, which has a negative impact on both teaching and learning experiences. In
addition, the refugee or community teachers who make up most of the workforce in these schools
are often inadequately supported, trained and paid. There are few opportunities for them to gain
recognition of qualifications obtained in their country of origin and/or to access national qualifications
that would allow them to be included in the national education system of their asylum country.

The further refugees progress through the education system, the higher the barriers become, as
evidenced by the significant drop in enrolment rates between primary and secondary and between
secondary and tertiary education (see next page).
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2 UNESCO GEMR and UIS (2022): https://education-estimates.org/

3 UNPD/DESA (July 2022), Population Estimates 2022: https://population.un.org/wpp/

4 Education Under Attack in West and Central Africa: 2022 Update.

5 See page 4 for links to country dashboards which show that refugee education access rates at all levels are consistently lower than national
access rates.
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Welcoming but woefully under-resourced national education systems to
make refugee inclusion an effective and sustainable reality

Data from 15 countries® in WCA illustrates how refugee children and youth are falling behind their
non-refugee peers when it comes to access to an inclusive quality education. Across the region,
UNHCR is supporting the inclusion of refugees in national education systems from the onset of
an emergency refugee inflow through protracted displacement situations and in longer-term
development planning. Among other things, this requires more support for teacher training and
salaries, new infrastructure, adequate and relevant learning materials, safe transport to and from
schools, access to examinations and certification, and closing the digital divide affecting refugees.

In the 2021-2022 school year, according to data collected by UNHCR

Enrolment of Refugees

Operations, 216,785 refugees attended school across the region from in Education in West &
pre-primary to secondary (out of a total population of 706,597 Cental Africa

refugees aged 3 to 18). Girls represent almost 49 per cent of the
refugee school population, which can be considered a major
achievement in a region where girls are largely discriminated against FSSEERE

in terms of access to education 19%

Average refugee gross enrolment rates (GER) for the region stand at ARSI

58 per cent for primary level, 19 per cent for secondary level, and 1.6%

only 1.6 per cent for tertiary level. These figures represent a slight ===

increase over the previous school year for the secondary and tertiary levels (which were respectively
at 15 per cent and 1.2 per cent), while primary enrolment is down by one point (from 59 to 58 per cent).

Yet, challenges remain stark as 66 per cent of refugee children of primary and  Outof shool children
secondary school-age (i.e., 381,259 children) did not attend school during the %
past year. This represents an increase from the previous school year, when the out-

of-school rate was 60 per cent. This can be explained not only by the increase in ——
the number of new refugees in the region (+14 per cent between June 2021 and

June 2022) who have not yet been able to return to school, but also by the growing
insecurity that has led to the closure of many schools, secondary displacement, and

consequent school dropouts in several countries in the region. unan W 21202

Comparison of refugee enrolment rates by school level  In addition, access rates to education for refugees in the

agy, |° West & Central Aftica vs Globally region remain significantly lower than the global

— f8% access rates, which stand at 68% for primary, 37% for

60 50% secondary, and 6% for higher education respectivelys.
50% Burkina Faso, Cameroon, and Niger are the countries
0% 7% with the lowest enrolment rates (primary and secondary
20 levels combined), while Benin, Cdte d'lvoire, Gabon,
20 10% Gambia, and Ghana?® are the countries with the highest
ones. The average regional net enrolment rate (NER)?°
10 . 1.6% o is significantly lower than the average regional GER (28
Primary Secondary miawk per cent against 43 per cent), indicating a large

B West& Central Africa Global** proportion of over-age children in the classrooms.

6 Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, CAR, Chad, Céte d’lvoire, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo.

7 The gross enrolment rate (GER) is the total enrolment in a specific level of education, regardless of age, expressed as a percentage of the
population in the official age group corresponding to this level of education. The GER can exceed 100% because of early or late entry and/or grade
repetition (UNESCO-UIS).

8 UNHCR Education Report 2022. All Inclusive: The Campaign for Refugee Education. Global enrolment rates refer to the 2020-2021 school year.
° In some of these countries (Benin, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana), enrolment data is not available for the entire school-age refugee population, which
may overestimate enrolment rates. Some of these data have therefore been excluded from the calculation of regional percentages.

10 The net enrolment rate (NER) is the total number of students in the theoretical age group for a given level of education enrolled in that level,
expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age group.
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https://www.unhcr.org/publications/education/631ef5a84/unhcr-education-report-2022-inclusive-campaign-refugee-education.html
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EDUCATION DASHBOARDS - 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

Access the full education data dashboard for the West and
Central Africa region for the 2021-2022 school year here.

Also access the national'* and sub-regional dashboards?!? by
clicking on the maps below:
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380,000+ refugee children of primary and secondary

‘

%

school-age are out-of-school in West and Central Africa. 4

] o

4

Children in front of outdoor blackboards near to a school in Burkina Faso. ©UNHCR/Benjamin Loyseau

11 National dashboards are available for countries with sufficient reliable and comprehensive data.
12 Sub-regional dashboards are available for the central Sahel countries and for the ECOWAS countries.
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https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96100
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96101
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96102
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95874
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95873
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95899
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95899
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95995
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95908
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95908
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95960
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95959
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96167
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96167
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96280
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/96100
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UNHCR’s Education Response

Supporting refugees’ access to safe and quality education and
promoting continuity of learning for all

During the 2021-2022 school vyear,
UNHCR provided ongoing support to
Ministries of Education in the region to
facilitate the inclusion of forcibly displaced
children and youth in national education
systems, at all school levels, to enable
them to have equitable access to safe
and quality education in both emergency
and protracted displacement situations.

Over the entire school year, a total of
255,000 children and youth benefitted
from UNHCR  education  support
(compared to 201,000 the previous year),
including 178,500 refugees, 58,650 IDPs OUNHCR/BoniamiEsyeeaE

and 17,850 host community members. Primary school in Kaya, Burkina Faso, welcoming IDP children.
©UNHCR/Benjamin Loyseau

To facilitate this inclusion in national education systems, UNHCR and its partners undertook activities
throughout the school year to strengthen the reception capacity, safety, and quality of learning
environments in schools hosting refugee, IDP and host community children:

e 351 classrooms were built or rehabilitated in 8 countries (Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central
African Republic, Chad, Ghana, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria), allowing thousands of refugee,
internally displaced and host community children to access safer and better equipped school
environments in which improved quality education can be delivered.

e 532 schools in 9 countries (Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Gambia,
Liberia, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria) were supported with Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
interventions (such as water points, latrines, hygiene committees, etc.) enabling schools to be
safer while increasing access and retention of children and teachers.

e 4590 teachers were trained on pedagogical approaches to education in emergencies and .
displacement, but also on child protection, and psychosocial support in 8 countries (Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Liberia, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria) to improve
the reception and care of children, with the aim of improving their retention in school as well as
their learning outcomes.

e 111,781 school kits were distributed to children in 11 countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, o @
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal) T{F
and 12,282 children were assisted with cash-based interventions in 10 countries (Burkina Faso,

Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Céte d’lvoire, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, and Togo),
with the aim of improving access to education for the most vulnerable children and youth.

e 1,053 refugee students received higher education scholarships in 13 countries (Benin, Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Cbéte d’lvoire, Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, gl

.
I

and Togo) to support their university or vocational studies, including through in-country university
enrolment, UNHCR tertiary scholarship programme (626 DAFI scholars), technical and
vocational education and training, connected higher education, and third country scholarships.

www.unhcr.org 5
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HIGHLIGHTS OF UNHCR EDUCATION INTERVENTIONS IN THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

Click on each image to access the full monthly newsletter featuring UNHCR's education interventions in the region.
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EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

A New School Year for the 5 Million
Forcibly Displaced Children in the Region

Tin ] sloed v oy cocplomd e T oot e o ot il
all counties in the West & Central Affca region,
desgite some delsys snd adustments to the
‘academic calendars dus to the effects of Covid-19
losures that delayed the startof the school year in  under-resourced stage for refugess fowards greater
many countries. Independence and improved prospects in e,

During the 20202021 school year. more than halfof Despite these challenges, refugee leamers who
refugee children in WCA did not attend school, ith have the chance 1o go to school are more than
a drastic drop between primary and secondary motiated to succeed. The proof is in their end-of-
(from aimost 60% enrolied in primary o only 15% year exam results. which are a5 good a5 or even
‘enrolled in secondary), while just over 1% of the 18-  better than their national peers (ss following page).
24 had access to higher education and vocational
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Syl

Protecting Education from Attack
in the West & Central Africa Region

From 25 0 27 Oober 2021, the 41
Conference on the.
held in Abuja,
iogether wih the. Goverments of Argentina, o & kind resolton - SRESZ801(Z021) - svengly
Norway. Spain. 38 wel 35 e Alfcan Union condemning atacks Sganst shosls and rom
Commission and the ‘safeguarding of ight to education
‘Education fom Atiack (SCPEA).

rmational ensure that all students and educators can lea
teach in safety. A major outcome of the Conference

In preparstion for the conference, the Esgional
The three-day Conference was an opportuniy for Education in Emergencies Working Group prepared
on in an Attacks on Education in WCA,

‘armed confict by taking stock of progress by states  providing  comprehensive overview of the regional
in endorsing and implementng the Safe Schosls siustion. the mpact on schooing and leaming for
Declaraton and s related Gudeines or Poiecing chidren and youth (host. community. intemally
noois and Uy fom Misary Use duing displaced and refugee children) and outining 3

raining. Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mat, and Nigeria
wers the counties with the lowsst average
enroiment rates, whie Benin, Céte dlvore, and

in the WCA region in the 2020.21 cagional annual
update and acoess all the available data in the
regional annual dashboard,

‘Amed Confici, sharing good practice in advancing number of recommendations to improve the
the commitments =n the Declaraton, and protecton of education and the continuty of learning
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Refugees can contribute to
being part of the solution

- locally and globally. It's
important to invest in refugee
education and livelihoods.”

Refugee Education and Climate Action
in the West & Central Africa Region

Globaly. 90% ofrefugees under UNHCR's mandate  This is aiready the oase in the region where periods
and 70% of people internally displaced by confict of excessive heat already prevent students from
are from countriss thst wre smong the most stending school, ss do incraasingly more common
winerable to climate change. The COP 20 held in floods. and where severs weather can also damage.
Glasgow in November brought partes together to school nfrastructure. While the cumulative effect of
acoslerate action towards the gosls of the Paris these distubancss on students’ education
reement and the UN Framework Convention on performance s not well known, it is certain that
Climate Change. intermiptons i atiendance. exacerbated by
displacement, can only have detrimental
consequences for learning outcomes. reducing
the fikeiood that young people — especially gis —
will be able 1o break the cycle of poverty.
winerable communites o enjoy their basic rights. Ve, education is also part of the solution. Whike
such a5 the fundamental right to education. and _ buiing up the resiience of sducaton systems, tis
thus 1o cope and adapt as best they can. All the _critical to focus on the role education itsef plays in
adverse effects of climate change directy and adapting to cimate change. During 3 webinar on
indirecty affect the provision and accessibility of Ciimats Edusstion Crisis organized during the COP.
quality education, paricularly for displaced 26 by FCDO, ECW and UNHCR. panelists have all
chidren. The impact is likely to be seen most emphasized the crucial role that education can -
in climate action.
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REGIONAL BUREAU FOR WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA
EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

are out of schoolin WESE'E Central Africa

Increasingly Limited Access to Education
for Vulnerable Children due to Insecurity

January 24 marked the fourth imtermatonal Dayof In West & Cenya Aica, more than 300,000
o @ day when of world leaders and refugee children stll do not have the chance 1o
‘education advocates clam the value of education 90 10 9chodl or access any kind of education

“"""JNW*“MW""‘" With more than 12,000 schools closed dus 1o
and bringing about soce stabiey insecurity across the regien, the capacty of
Educatonis one of e most important Countries of aeylum to Include young refugees in
Ivestments a courtry can make in & future and  Meir education eystems is shrinking repidly. The
s easentiol 10 every 008 of the 17 sustanable commitment of govemments and ol stakehciders.
deveiopment gosls s urgently needed 10 increase emergency end

@) UNHCR
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REGIONAL BUREAU FOR WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA
EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

L Consi in Refugee

F month in which we ceiebrate In response 1o refugee nflures, host country
ntomanona Mother | anguage 0o educaion systems are forced 1o use whatsver

Without mastering the main learning medium
communty - and i the host communty - to

Poicies and provision of language instruction © support ther meegration (see next  page:

refugees vary acruss countnes. CueTent pracices Cameroonian rehugee teachers i Chad).

However, education systems in fragie and crsie-
affected contexts continue 10 fesi the stran of WY Sducaton forsl

1910 Provide quality SGUCAION 10 alf chdran, - EAucason Fansforms Bues, but & has yet o 1l e
Incuding he most vuinersiie 8uch 38 religees Greams of hundreds of ousands f rekuges and
and forcy dieplaced. ivplacd ehidren and youh i the

Fluency in the local language not only mpacts Te
parsaty afiend 1o refugees’ inguistic needs and
approprste. 50Uy 10 learm, but siso ifluences he pace nd
degree of social and cultural cobesion wit the
host commurity hat is 50 essental 10 8daoting 1o
183083 thus impact mAions of refugee
txang & new contet. s therefors the comerstone of sn
‘achievement and high drop-oul retes. effective inclusive refugee education policy.

@UNHCR

MARCH 2022

REGIONAL BUREAU FOR WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA
EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

Higher ion F ys for

. aitcsbonima mary  iveingen o 16 cpps rogme b e 15 vl
refugees, both n tems of personal development, - UNHCR has developed a siralecic 0a4n1ap bui
oo prtesscnl magrton, ad seltesace, aourd e hiher cducsion poye b ofer
‘and n tem of their contrbution (o the socety of strategies for_optimizing, Goordinating, and
their country of asylum andior origin. However, expanding opportunites: () natonal universty
higher education_opportunities remain very enroment; (i) technical and vocational education
lmited for most young refugees woridwide, and traning (TVET), (W) connected higher
partculary in West and Central Afica. education programmes; (i) tertiary education
UNHCR is commitid to achieving enrolment of SCHOrSHips; and (1) complementary education
157 o youn e men and e mper PP o s o courives
education by the year 2030 — e 150,30 targel, Among infitives o mprove refugees access 1o
Based on curent population data, achieving 15% _igher education, connected ieaming holds great
enroiment in 2030 wil mean that approumately  promise for durable solutons fr refugee youth
halfa million young refugee women and men wil

52 bt e ety acatoei B, oo t e, Comectad Eakakn
compared o only 90 —

(W UNHCR
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REGIONAL BUREAU FOR WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA
EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

Sport for Refugee Protection and Inclusion

T ——
and Peace (IDSDP), which takes place annually improve protection and development outcomes.
o on
the positive role sport and physical activity play in
s 08 oo s st
o
Sport has the power to change the worid; it is a particularly for refugee children (both boys and
fundamental right and a powerful tool to giris), adolescents and
srengthen social ties and promote sustanable . negrated approach to education and
Sovpment nd s, 5 e 5 SS9 prorction shos crsie s 5 ey mears
of improving social cohesion and psychosocial
:nﬂuem:e the giobal theme of IDSDP 2022 was ‘well-being for all chidren and youth, both in and
ﬁm@ﬁmﬁ;fﬁﬂ;ﬁ :""' out of school. Sport can also contribute directy to
R s e ard i e
opportunty for the Day's celebrations to promote. g ey~ gg improving gender equality and
the use of sport s a ool to advance human s
it

The Global Compact on Refugees recognizes the

@UNACR
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REGIONAL BUREAU FOR WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA
EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

The Future of Millions of Children Threatened by
Attacks on Education in West and Central Africa

In Burkina Faso, Mak, Niger, Nigeria, the Central The GCPEA'sreport Ecucation under Attack 2022
Afrcan Republic, Cameroon, and the Democratic - covers attacks on schools, universites, studens,
Republic of Congo, insecurity and forced and educators from January 2020 to December
displacement are on the rse and the figures are 2021, i profles 28 confictafiected countres
rightening: nearty 13 million intemally displaced _(almost 1/3 in WCA) with a systematic patier of
persons and 1.5 million refugees are registered, attacks on education and military use of
more than 5% of whom are chidren. In addition, _educational facilities and identfies trends in
at the beginning of 2022, nearty 12,000 schools ~sttacks on educaton.

wer insecurity in int
vt i one b o 11 WCA cortion, ety 2000 stcks
interrupt their education. 2

the period
In this contex, thousands of children, especially 2020-2021. GCPEA also identified reported
Vuinerable ones such as refugees and DPs, are  incidents of the miltary use of schools, as well as
exposed fo multple protection risks and may incidents of sexual violence and child
never retum to school recruitment at, or on the way to or from, school

(W UNHCR
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REGIONAL BUREAU FOR WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA
EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

Transforming Education
for Refugee Children and Teachers

In September, the Transiorming _Education This summit and the commitments it wil need to
‘Summit (TES) will be held in New York, convened _ brin

e UN Secretary General to mobiise poiitcal
ambiton, action, solutions and solidarity to
transform education worldwide.
“This week, the pre-Summmit was organised in Paris
0 generate greater momentum and commitment.
Refugee youth representatives spoke in 10
formal sessions and many side events, bringing to
bear their lived experience. UNHCR spoke
alongside the World Bank, UNICEF, GPE, ECW June also saw the celebration of World Refugee
and member States on issues of inclusion into Day and the Day of the African Child - See
national systems; teachers of refugees; data in pages 4 and 5 for UNHCR's actnities to mark the
emergencies and crisis seffings, connected two days and highiight the education of refuges
education; child

. and
that nearly 120 million are in school but do not
reach the minimum level o proficiency in maths o
reading.
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https://data.unhcr.org/fr/documents/details/89143
https://data.unhcr.org/fr/documents/details/89475
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/90120
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/90774
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/91643
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/92197
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/92652
https://data.unhcr.org/fr/documents/details/93245
https://data.unhcr.org/fr/documents/details/94008
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DONOR CONTRIBUTIONS

UNHCR is grateful for the support of donors who contributed to its education response in the West and
Central Africa region with unearmarked and earmarked funds:

] Belgium W) CZECH REPUBLIC 1 (P1rish Ai
Ca.nada " »(g deveioprmant HUMANITARIAN AID T | ;}/ Parish @
umanitarian Gover

fewmee oo Om B VEEETT S E @cr 2OF

_ | unticr

Profuturo ve= x_

And private donors including Australia, Canada, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Spain, and the United
States.

@ UNFCRIColin Delioss2

Refugee teacher giving an outdoor class to Sudanese children in a refugee camp in eastern Chad.
©UNHCR/Colin Delfosse

CONTACTS

Charlotte Berquin, Education Officer, berquin@unhcr.org
UNHCR Regional Bureau for West and Central Africa, Protection Service

LINKS: WEST AFRICA GLOBAL FOCUS | TWITTER | FACEBOOK | INSTAGRAM
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