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(above) Residents leave the Bakassi 
camp in Maiduguri, Nigeria on 
November 30, 2021, ahead of the 
Borno State government’s closure of 
all internally displaced person camps.  

(front cover) A woman carries her 
belongings at the Bakassi camp in 
Maiduguri, Nigeria on November 30, 
2021, as residents vacate the camp 
ahead of the Borno State 
government’s closure of all internally 
displaced person camps.  
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Since 2009, the Boko Haram conflict with its many abuses has displaced over 2 million people in 

northeastern Nigeria. Many internally displaced persons (IDPs) have sought refuge in camps set up 

and run by state governments across the region, in collaboration with humanitarian agencies, where 

they access support including food, water, sanitation facilities, health care, and education. 

In Borno State, the epicenter of the conflict and home to about 1.8 million displaced people, the 

state government in 2021 began the process of shutting down all camps located in Maiduguri, the 

capital city, generally regarded as the most secure location in the state. The camp shutdowns have 

compelled displaced persons to leave the camps without consultation, adequate information, or 

sustainable alternatives to ensure their safety and ability to support themselves in communities 

they resettle in, or return to, following the camp’s closure.  

“Those Who Returned Are Suffering” is based on interviews conducted between April and September 

2022 with displaced people and humanitarian actors in northeast Nigeria. The report finds that by 

pushing people out of camps without putting in place viable alternatives for support, the Borno 

State government is worsening suffering, entrenching poverty, and deepening vulnerability for 

thousands of displaced families who have already lost everything to the conflict. It also finds that 

the camp shutdowns contravene Nigeria’s commitments under regional and international law, as 

well as its domestic policy standards on the protection and rights of IDPs including their right to 

food and an adequate standard of living.  

The report calls on the government to halt further camp closures and invest in collective efforts with 

relevant stakeholders to ensure that plans to return or resettle displaced persons do not violate 

their rights.  
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