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Background to this document

The Afghanistan Country of Origin Information (COI) Repository was started as an emergency response to
the crisis in Afghanistan in August 2021 by Asylos, ARC Foundation and Clifford Chance, with the support
of Refugee Action. Initially, the COIl was jointly compiled by Asylos and Clifford Chance law firm and quality
reviewed by ARC Foundation and Asylos. Through an emergency grant from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation,
Misha Nayak-Oliver was appointed as the Afghanistan Repository Coordinator, who now coordinates the
research and reviews the weekly updates before publication. For more information or to provide
comments please contact misha.nayak-oliver@asylos.eu.

Purpose of this document

This document is a collection of COl and its purpose is to address and pre-empt needs that arise as Afghans
who have fled the current situation will make claims for international protection. This is a living document
intended to collect sources that are (still) reporting on the situation in Afghanistan and to collect relevant
information from these sources. Research areas for this report are devised in consultation with UK asylum
lawyers and with regards to relevant UK Home Office guidance on similar situations. An updated version
of this document will be published on a weekly basis, with new weekly additions highlighted in green
throughout the document. Due to the rapid unfolding of events in Afghanistan and the increased media
interest during August 2021, as well as internal organisational matters, it was agreed that research would
only start on 1st September 2021. Therefore, sources published in August 2021 have not been included.

Disclaimer

The COI Repository is intended as background reference material for legal representatives and those
assisting asylum seekers from Afghanistan, to assist in their preparation of the case. The COIl Repository
should be used as a tool to help identify relevant COIl. The information cited in the repository can be
considered by decision makers in assessing asylum applications and appeals. Legal representatives are
welcome to submit relevant excerpts cited in this document for their specific case to decision makers
(including judges) to assist in the determination of an asylum claim or appeal. However, this document
should not be submitted directly, in its entirety or in isolation as evidence to decision-makers in asylum
applications or appeals. The information cited in this document is illustrative, but not exhaustive of the
information available in the public domain, nor is it determinative of any individual human rights or asylum
claim. Submissions should always be complemented by case-specific COIl research. While we strive to be
as comprehensive as possible, no amount of research can ever provide an exhaustive picture of the
situation. It is therefore important to note that the absence of information should not be taken as
evidence that an issue, incident or violation does not exist. We are COIl research experts and adhere to
strict research principles of providing relevant, objective, transparent, timely and reliable sources
material. We therefore include all discoverable relevant information, whether or not supportive of any
human rights or asylum claim. It is therefore imperative that legal representatives and those assisting
asylum seekers read the whole COI Repository and submit only relevant excerpts cited in this document
for their specific case in addition to conducting their own case-specific COI research.

Feedback

If you would like to suggest additional research areas or sources to include that would assist you in
supporting your clients, please do share them with us. Please fill this form or email misha.nayak-
oliver@asylos.eu.

This COI Repository is intended as background reference material to assist in case preparation. It
should not be submitted directly, in its entirety or in isolation as evidence to decision-makers in
asylum applications or appeals.
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New weekly additions are highlighted in green throughout the document.
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SECTION 1 - COlI RESEARCH COLLECTION
This section is a collection of relevant COl excerpts, organised by research topic.

Control of territory and security situation
What territory in Afghanistan do the Taliban control?

Khaama Press (Afghan News Agency), Taliban Senior Official Denies the Claims of “Attacks Against
Civilians” in North Afghanistan, 28 June 2022

In an effort to put an end to an armed insurgency in the north of the country, Taliban authorities in Afghanistan are
accused of engaging in extrajudicial killings and other violations of human rights.

On Monday, claims of abuses in the chaotic Balkhab district in Sar-e Pol province’s north were deemed alarming by
the United Nations and rights watchdogs, who called the Islamist party in power to hold those who are accountable...
The Taliban’s aggressive and inhumane behavior has alarmed Richard Bennett, the UN Special Rapporteur on the
situation in Afghanistan as on Monday, June 27, he tweeted that reports of unlawful killings, forced displacement,
destruction of private property, and other human rights violations in Sar-e-Pol’s Balkhab district are concerning."

AVA, The possibility of Russia recognizing the Islamic Emirate got stronger, 15 June 2022

“Russia's special envoy to Afghanistan has said that his country is not following the West in recognizing the current
government in Afghanistan, adding that it may recognize the government of the Islamic Emirate. He stated that the
conditions of this important matter have already been announced to the officials of the Islamic Emirate by the
President and Foreign Minister of Russia. Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), Zamir Kabulov, Russia's special envoy to
Afghanistan, said: "We may recognize the Taliban interim government in Afghanistan and send grain to this country
to prevent a famine crisis." "There is a possibility of recognizing the Taliban, and the conditions for this action have
been announced by the president and the foreign minister," he added. Russia's special envoy to Afghanistan stressed
that Moscow will not follow the decision of the West and other countries in recognizing the Islamic Emirate. Kabulov
added that the Taliban interim government was willing to cooperate with Moscow in accordance with internationally
accepted laws. Announcing the visit of the Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade of the Islamic Emirate to Moscow,
he said: "Afghanistan wants to buy some Russian goods and Russian President Vladimir Putin has also given
permission to store grain for this country." This statement comes at a time when no country has yet recognized the
Islamic Emirate following the recent developments in Afghanistan and the withdrawal of foreign troops after 20
years and the collapse of the pro-Western government.”

AVA, Security Situation in Parwan is Admissible, 12 June 2022

“During a meeting, in Sapedar palace the chief police commander of Parwan Mawlawi Azizullah provided details on
the security situation and said security and peace are ensured in the province, according to a statement. Deputy
Prime Minister Kabir praised the security situation in that province, said the Islamic Emirate security forces are in
the service of the people, and will never spare any efforts in this respect. In the meeting, the deputy political directed
the Necessary orders to the chief police commander of Parwan and other local member officials of the province to
ensure better security in that province. Parwan is one of Kabul’s neighboring provinces to the north, which after the
collapse of the former government, witness no insecurity or security incidents on the rise of the Islamic Emirate.”

HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Torture Civilians in Panjshir, 10 June 2022

“Taliban security forces in northern Afghanistan’s Panjshir province have unlawfully detained and tortured residents
accused of association with an opposition armed group, Human Rights Watch said today. Since mid-May 2022,
fighting has escalated in the province as National Resistance Front (NRF) forces have attacked Taliban units and
checkpoints. The Taliban have responded by deploying to the province thousands of fighters, who have carried out
search operations targeting communities they allege are supporting the NRF. During search operations in other

This COI Repository is intended as background reference material to assist in case preparation. It
should not be submitted directly, in its entirety or in isolation as evidence to decision-makers in
asylum applications or appeals.


https://www.khaama.com/taliban-senior-official-denies-the-claims-of-attacks-against-civilians-in-north-afghanistan-47382/
https://www.khaama.com/taliban-senior-official-denies-the-claims-of-attacks-against-civilians-in-north-afghanistan-47382/
https://avapress.com/en/news/254292/the-possibility-of-russia-recognizing-the-islamic-emirate-got-stronger
https://avapress.com/en/news/254129/security-situation-in-parwan-is-admissible
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/06/10/afghanistan-taliban-torture-civilians-panjshir

provinces, Taliban forces have committed summary executions and enforced disappearances of captured fighters
and other detainees, which are war crimes. “Taliban forces in Panjshir province have quickly resorted to beating
civilians in their response to fighting against the opposition National Resistance Front,” said Patricia Gossman,
associate Asia director at Human Rights Watch. “The Taliban’s longstanding failure to punish those responsible for
serious abuses in their ranks puts more civilians at risk.” A human rights advocate who has interviewed several
former detainees and a source with direct information about Taliban detentions spoke to Human Rights Watch about
the Panjshir situation. Former detainees in early June reported that Taliban security forces detained about 80
residents in Panjshir’s Khenj district and beat them to compel them to provide information about the NRF. After
several days, the Taliban released 70, but have continued to hold 10 people whose relatives they accuse of being
members of the group, a form of collective punishment. Former detainees said the district jail held nearly 100 others
who have alleged links to the NRF. None had access to their families or lawyers. Others have been held in informal
detention facilities.”

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 28 MAY-3 JUNE 2022, 9 June 2022

“Last week in South Asia and Afghanistan, Taliban forces came under attack from anti-Taliban groups, the Islamic
State (IS), and the National Resistance Front (NRF) in Afghanistan. Civilians in Panjshir province were detained and
reportedly tortured following NRF-Taliban clashes. In Pakistan, IS and unknown groups clashed with security forces
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, while Baloch separatists increased attacks against security forces and civilians in
Balochistan. In India, security forces conducted operations against militant groups amid increasing militant attacks
on civilians in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), while communal clashes broke out between Muslim and Hindu groups in
Uttar Pradesh state. In Sri Lanka, anti-government demonstrations continued amid the country’s worst economic
crisis in decades. In Bangladesh, clashes involving Bangladesh Awami League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) supporters continued across several divisions. In Afghanistan, the Taliban continued to arrest and reportedly
torture civilians across Panjshir province last week, accusing them of cooperating with NRF forces. In Hissa-e-Awal
(Khinj) district, 100 people were arrested on 1 June, including minors and the elderly, despite local residents
contending that the detained did not have any links to the NRF (Subhe Kabul, 2 June 2022). In Badakhshan province,
civilians were also forcibly recruited to fight against the NRF, with the Taliban reportedly torturing those who refused
(Hasht e Subh, 1 June 2022). The arrest and reported torture of civilians comes amid ongoing clashes between the
Taliban and the NRF, mostly centered in Baghlan and Panjshir provinces. These trends contribute to the 225%
increase in violence in Panjshir in the past month relative to the past year flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Threat
Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in Panjshir in the past month. Other
armed groups, including the Afghanistan Liberation Movement, the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan (NLFA),
and IS, also continued to target Taliban forces last week. The Afghanistan Liberation Movement claims the killing of
eight Taliban members in Qalat district of Zabul, and the NLFA claims attacks in Kandahar and Takhar province. In
Kandahar, the NLFA killed a senior Taliban commander during an attack in Zhire district. In Takhar, the group
attacked a prison in Talogan city, freeing two former military officers and killing nine Taliban members. Meanwhile,
IS increased its attacks on Taliban forces compared to the week prior, killing at least seven Taliban members in Kabul,
Kunar, Kunduz, and Nangarhar.”

AVA, India considers reopening diplomatic missions in Afghanistan, 8 June 2022

“The issue of India reopening its embassy in Kabul was discussed at meetings last week during JP Singh, the special
envoy to Afghanistan’s visit to Kabul. The Hindustan Times reported New Delhi is looking at the possibility of posting
a very limited number of junior officials, mainly to oversee consular matters and the distribution of humanitarian
aid. India pulled out all its officials from its embassy in Kabul after the former government collapsed in August last
year. Some local Afghan staff are currently responsible for the upkeep of the mission.”

Gandhara, Taliban Accused of Forced Evictions As Fighting Intensifies In Northern Afghanistan, 7 June
2022
“The Taliban captured Baghlan and Panjshir in early September, weeks after toppling the Western-backed Afghan
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government and seizing power in Kabul. Since April, deadly clashes have erupted between resistance forces and the
Taliban in both provinces. Last month, heavy clashes broke out in parts of Panjshir, a traditional hotbed of ethnic
Tajik resistance to the Pashtun-dominated Taliban. Residents alleged that some civilians accused of having links with
the NRF were executed. Others were beaten and tortured in Taliban custody, they said."

"Meanwhile, locals told Radio Azadi that the Taliban detained more than 100 civilians in the Paryan district of
Panjshir in the past week. Their whereabouts are unknown. Earlier, the Taliban said it had detained an unspecified
number of people accused of having links with the NRF. Locals have also alleged that Taliban fighters have
recently beheaded several NRF fighters who were captured, a claim the Taliban has rejected. The ongoing fighting
has forced thousands of people to flee their homes in Panjshir."

DW, Taliban faces threats from 'Islamic State', UN Says, 3 June 2022

"The Taliban regime faces multiple threats from al-Qaida, the "Islamic State" (IS) group, and an insurgency in the
northern region of Panjshir, according to a new report prepared for the UN Security Council.

The report suggested that neither IS nor al-Qaida is expected to be able to launch international attacks "before 2023
at the earliest, regardless of their intent or of whether the Taliban acts to restrain them."

Tolo News, MoFA Denies UN Report Alleging Foreign Groups in Country, 30 May 2022

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) issued a statement rejecting a report by the UN Security Council alleging
that Al-Qaida and the Islamic Emirate have a "close" relationship and that foreign groups are in Afghanistan.
“The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan again reaffirms its commitments and reassures all that none shall be allowed to
use the territory of Afghanistan against others," the statement said.

The UN Security Council Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team in the report said Al-Qaida has a “safe
haven under the Taliban and increased freedom of action."

“The relationship between the Taliban and Al-Qaida remains close, with the latter celebrating the former’s success
and renewing its pledge of allegiance to [Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada],” the UN report said.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) in a recent statement said the allegations were baseless: “The fact remains
that since the return to power of the Islamic Emirate, the world and the region have been prevented from facing any
harm from Afghanistan, and the Afghan government has consistently worked for the last nine months to build an
environment of trust with the regional and world countries.”

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs' statement called on the United Nations to hand over the post of Afghanistan's
permanent representative at the UN to the current Afghan government in order to directly provide factual
information to the UNSC and other countries.

The United Nations report estimated an approximate presence of "180 to 400 fighters affiliated with Al-Qaeda" from
"Bangladesh, India, Myanmar and Pakistan" who are settled in "Ghazni, Helmand, Kandahar, Nimruz, Paktika and
Zabul provinces."

“The Islamic Emirate is committed to its promises. It has attempted for the past nine months to prevent any kind of
threat to other countries from Afghan soil and to create a trust-building environment with regional countries,” said
Inamullah Samangani, deputy spokesman for the Islamic Emirate.”

Long War Journal, Tajik terrorist serves as Taliban commander in northern Afghanistan, 25 May 2022

“As the Taliban continues to maintain that it doesn’t allow foreign fighters in Afghanistan, a Tajik national and
commander for the Al Qaeda-linked Jamaat Ansarullah remains in control of several districts in a northern Afghan
province. During the Taliban’s swift offensive across Afghanistan last spring and summer, the Taliban placed five
districts in the northern province of Badakhshan under the control of Mahdi Arsalon, a Tajik national and a
commander in the Al Qaeda-linked Jamaat Ansarullah (JA). Arsalon was given control of the districts by Qari
Fasihuddin, an ethnic Tajik Taliban commander who served as the shadow governor of Badakhshan at the time.
Fasihuddin has since been appointed to serve as the Taliban’s chief of army staff. The clear cooperation between
the Taliban and Jamaat Ansarullah directly contradicts repeated Taliban claims that their regime does not provide
safe haven to foreign fighters. In an interview with CNN this past week, the Taliban’s Minister of the Interior, and
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leader of the Haggani Network, Siraj Haggani doubled down on the assertion, declaring that the Taliban does not
support foreign fighters and does not allow Afghanistan to serve as a breeding ground or launching pad for terrorism.
Numerous terror groups, including Al Qaeda, the Movement of the Taliban in Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Harakat-ul-
Mujahideen, Hizbul Mujahideen, Jaish-e-Mohammed, the Turkistan Isamic Party, Katibat Imam Bukhari, and a host
of others are known to operate inside Afghanistan. These groups are closely allied with the Taliban and helped the
group take control of the country in order to establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. On his Facebook account,
Arsalon recently posted videos of Jamaat Ansarullah fighters, or “Tajik Taliban” forces, operating along the
Afghanistan-Tajikistan border in Badakhshan’s districts of Kuf Ab, Khwahan, Maimay, Nusay, and Shekay.”

BBC News, Afghan resistance attack Taliban, sparking reprisals in Panjshir, 17 May 2022

"The Taliban have been accused of human rights abuses during clashes with resistance forces in Panjshir province,
to the north of Kabul. One local resident told the BBC his unarmed elderly relative had been shot by the group, who
seized power in Afghanistan last August. Another saw a neighbour beaten by the Taliban until he fell unconscious. A
local Taliban spokesman denied any abuses had taken place or that any of the group's members had been killed. The
fighting is localised and at this stage does not represent a challenge to the Taliban's control of the country, but it is
the most significant sustained armed opposition the group has faced since coming to power. In recent days, fighters
belonging to the National Resistance Front launched a guerrilla attack on Taliban forces in the area, who responded
by sending a large number of reinforcements to Panjshir. Taliban forces were ambushed and a number were
allegedly killed - something Taliban officials have denied. Details on casualty figures, and even the extent of the
fighting, are difficult to ascertain. The Taliban appear to be downplaying the clashes, while claims by the NRF often
seem exaggerated. Two local sources said that about 15 unarmed civilians had been killed by the Taliban in Panjshir
so far."

Gandhara, New Reports Of Fighting In Afghanistan's Panjshir Trigger Fresh Claims Of Taliban War Crimes,
13 May 2022

“Resistance to the Taliban is flaring up in northeastern Afghanistan, and as reports of deadly fighting increase, so are
claims of war crimes against civilians.

The fighting is centered in the center and south of Panjshir Province, a traditional hotbed of ethnic Tajik resistance
to the Pashtun-dominated Taliban and the last province to fall to the extremist group after it seized control of the
rest of the country in August.”

Jurist, Afghanistan dispatch: armed resistance against the Taliban continues, 12 May 2022

"Since their takeover of Afghanistan the Taliban have tried to cover up any news of revolt and resistance against
them, although as reported by Afghanistan International since August of last year there have been at least 13 clashes
between Taliban and the anti-Taliban movements in Baghlan province, 8 in Panjshir province and 3 in Takhar
province. Also there have been minor clashes and attacks on Taliban in six other provinces, the capital being
excluded. As recently as last Friday, May 6, there were reports of yet another conflict between the Taliban and the
National Resistance Force; an NRF spokesperson claimed 22 Taliban killed and 6 wounded. The Taliban have denied
the existence of any conflict in Panjshir at first, though videos of fighting and of the Taliban’s reinforcement convoys
moving toward Panjshir have been shared on social media. Hasht-e-sobh, the most read news paper in the country,
has confirmed that 20 bodies of Taliban fighters have been carried to the southern provinces. Hasht-e-sobh, gouting
from ACLED (Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project), reports that at least six freedom fighter groups are
currently engaged against the Taliban and are gaining influence among the public here. The Nantional Resistance
Force is the current dominant group among the anti-Taliban movments. The Azadagan (Free People) Front has been
jointly fighting the Taliban in the recent days with the NRF. The National Liberation Front is another group, which in
a recent strike killed a prominent Taliban figure in the west of Kabul who was known to be the organizer of suicide
attackes against Shiites people. The Wolfs of Jawzjan is an anti-taliban movement mainly formed by Uzbeks. The
formation of The Afghan Liberation Movement, a Pashtun-led group, is thought to be a giant step for the anti-Taliban
movments, although the other two are minor groups."
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ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 23 APRIL-6 MAY 2022, 12 May 2022

"In Afghanistan, the National Resistance Front (NRF) increased attacks against the Taliban in the northern provinces
over the past two weeks, especially in Baghlan, Panjshir, and Takhar. The group claims to have seized Taliban
checkpoints, bases, and villages in Pul-e-Hisar district of Baghlan province, Warsaj district of Takhar province, and
Darah district of Panjshir, with clashes resulting in dozens of Taliban and NRF fatalities. These trends contribute to
the 157% increase in violence in Panjshir last week relative to the past month as flagged by ACLED’s Subnational
Surge Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in Panjshir, as well as Takhar, in
the past month. Additionally, the Afghanistan Freedom Front (AFF), the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan
(NLFA), and IS targeted the Taliban across the country. The AFF claims to have attacked Taliban forces in Kabul,
Laghman, and Parwan provinces, including an operation on the Taliban intelligence headquarters in Badghis
province. Meanwhile, the NLFA, an anti-Taliban group that declared its formation in February, has claimed several
attacks against the Taliban in Kabul, Kandahar, Khost, and Paktia provinces. In Khost, the NLFA claims to have killed
12 Taliban members, including the chief of Alisher district. Taliban officials ignored NLFA claims, instead claiming
that a fire occurred at the Alisher district military base (Etilaat e Roz, 2 May 2022). IS also attacked Taliban forces in
northeastern Afghanistan, including attacks in Kabul, Kunar, and Nangarhar, killing at least nine Taliban members."

ToloNews, EU 'Concerned' by Reports of Civilian Casualties in Panjshir, 11 May 2022

"The European Union Ambassador to Afghanistan, Andreas von Brand, expressed concerns over the “reports of
killings of civilians and mistreatment in Panjshir.” However, the local officials in Panjshir denied the reports of civilian
casualties."

" The videos that are being circulated on social media shows clashes in Panjshir but the Islamic Emirate said the
situation in Panjshir is normal. According to the Islamic Emirate, there are some clearing operations that have been
launched in the provinces of Panjshir and Baghlan. This comes as the Resistance Front claimed it had overrun some
areas in Panjshir, Baghan and Takhar provinces and that its forces inflicted casualties on the Islamic Emirate, but the
Islamic Emirate denied it."

ToloNews, Islamic Emirate: "Adversaries in Panjshir Surrendered", 10 May 2022

"The Islamic Emirate said that more than 100 of their opponents have surrendered through the mediation of tribal
elders. Meanwhile, the Resistance Front claimed that many civilians have been targeted by the Islamic Emirate in
Andarab district of Baghlan. The Islamic Emirate denied the civilian casualties."

ToloNews, 5 Islamic Emirate Troops Killed in Panjshir Clash: Local Official, 9 May 2022
"At least five members of Islamic Emirate forces were killed and two were wounded in a clash that took place on
Friday in Dara district of central Panjshir province, local officials said on Monday."

Khaama, Resistance Front: 22 Taliban Militants Killed; Taliban: We Had No Casualties in the Panjshir
Conflict, 9 May 2022

"“Hostilities had grown in Dara district, but a small-scale damage had been done to Taliban troops, including the
destruction of three vehicles and the injury of three members,” Abu Bakr Siddiqui, spokesman for the Taliban
governor in Panjshir province, told the media today, 9th May. Six Taliban were captured and seven Taliban tanks
were entirely destroyed, according to the spokesperson for NRF. While the spokesman for the NRF claims that the
Taliban are under pressure in Panjshir and have suffered casualties, a Taliban spokesman for the province claims
that their “operation” to clear members of the NRF in the AbdullahKhel village has forced them to flee to the
mountains. However, public sources in Panjshir province state that two military helicopters evacuated all Taliban
bodies and wounded to Kabul yesterday."

Khaama, The National Resistance Front to Reassume the Control of Sections of Panjshir Province, 7 May
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2022

"The Resistance Front claims that operations in Panjshir have resumed, with their first operation claiming sections
of the province. The Resistance Front’s spokesman, Sibghatullah Ahmadi, tweeted last night, May 7, that the districts
of AbdullahKhel and Abshar, with the exception of their centers, had fallen to the Front. He also labeled all of the
Resistance Front’s held territories as crucial and strategic, noting that the district centers were under siege and that
the Taliban had asked more time to surrender. The operation was carried out as the Taliban Red Unit was conducting
house-to-house searches in the two districts, according to the spokesman for the Resistance Front. The operation
has killed 13 Taliban fighters, and Ahmadi claims that five of their armored vehicles have been destroyed."

Khaama, Mujahid: No Military Operations Have Been Carried Out Against Our Forces in Panjshir and
Takhar, 7 May 2022

"In response to statements by Sebghatullah Ahmadi, spokesman for the Resistance Front, claiming sections of
Panjshir province had fallen into the front’s control, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said no military actions
had been carried out against their forces in Panjshir."

Khaama, The Resurgence of the Durand Line Dispute Could Alter Afghanistan’s and Pakistan’s
Relationships, 5 May 2022

"The Durand Line, which was contested in the context of the Pashtun homeland movement, has recently become
the source of increased border tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Despite Pakistani intelligence’s estimate
of expected hostility along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, Asian Lite International claimed that the Afghan side
has been relentless in its attacks. In the interest of peace and progress between the two ‘brotherly’ countries,
Pakistan had to formally request Kabul to protect the Pakistan-Afghan border region, ensuring stern action against
those involved for terror operations, on April 17. Pakistan’s Foreign Office (FO) in Islamabad has explicitly said that
border hostilities have increased significantly in recent days. The Taliban are enraged at a fence being built by
Islamabad along their Durand line, a 2,700-kilometer (1,600-mile) frontier."

Ariana News, IEA officials visit victims of Pakistani airstrikes, deny existence of TTP, 18 April 2022

“The Deputy Chief of Staff of the Ministry of Defense, Mali Khan, visited families of victims of Pakistani airstrikes in
Khost on Monday and said they have strengthened Afghanistan’s borders with more troops, weapons and
equipment. The Ministry of Defense says that Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) forces are ready to defend their
country against any threat and that there is no power in the region or in the world to fight these forces. At the same
time, the IEA’s spokesman denies the presence of the Pakistani Taliban (TTP) in Afghanistan.”

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), Kabul denies presence of TTP fighters in Afghanistan, 19 April 2022

“The Taliban government has spurned reports regarding the presence of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants
in Afghanistan. However, the government’s spokesman acknowledged on Monday there could be issue in
mountainous and far-flung areas of the country. Zabihullah said Afghan forces were capable of defending their
homeland. He hoped tensions with Pakistan would be defused via diplomatic channels. Earlier in the week, 47
Afghans were killed and over 20 others wounded in Pakistani military raids and rocket strikes in and Khost provinces.”

Ariana News, Badakhshan establishes new anti-insurgency unit, 19 April 2022

“Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) officials in Badakhshan said Monday a new security unit has been established
in the province to maintain security. According to the officials the members of this new unit are well-equipped and
ready to suppress any insurgency by opposition groups. Badakhshan deputy governor Nisar Ahmad Ahmadi said
there has been incidents of insurgency by groups linked to Daesh and the so-called Resistance Front. Officials said
they will not allow anyone to disturb the security in Badakhshan.”

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), Unidentified Armed Men Attack a Taliban Base in Logar, 18 April 2022
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“This is the first armed attack on Talibans’ base in Logar province since the Taliban returned to power. Local sources
in province have confirmed that at around 1:00 AM Monday night anonymous armed men attacked a Taliban base
in -e Alam city, the center of Logar province. Sources told Hasht-e Subh that the attack took place at the Tangi base
in Kanjak area of Pol-e Alam city, confirming that the clash between the two sides lasted for about twenty minutes.
No casualties have been reported so far.”

Al Jazeera, ISIL 2.0: How the group became a franchise, 12 April 2022

“Having now transitioned from fighters to civil servants, the Taliban is in the ironic position of having to conduct
campaigns against a network of ISIL fighters who are well versed in hiding themselves in cities. ISIL in Afghanistan
also leverages the Taliban’s uncomfortable transition with disaffected members of the Taliban who are easier to
recruit. The two groups are now locked in an existential battle for survival, the Taliban and indeed Afghanistan as a
whole, in desperate need of peace after several decades of war. The Taliban government has its hands full as famine
ravages the country, its funds partially frozen as it struggles to gain international recognition and the aid that would
follow. ISKP [The Afghan affiliate, the Islamic State in Khorasan Province, ISKP (ISIS-K)], has taken advantage of this
lull and focused on building up its strength, using funds the group has received from its affiliates in Irag and northern
Syria to grow to double its size in Afghanistan since the United States pulled out. It now controls limited territory in
the east of the country. US intelligence predicts that unless ISIL is seriously compromised by the Taliban, it will be
able to conduct attacks outside the country by mid-2023 as cells spread to Pakistan.”

International Crisis Group, Tracking Conflict Worldwide: Afghanistan - March 2022, 6 April 2022
“Following 25 Feb Taliban large-scale search operations in north, specifically in Kabul, Kapisa, Parwan and Panjshir,
in attempt to forestall spring offensive by NRF, Taliban early March expanded operations to Logar and Laghman
provinces (east), Baghlan province (north), and Herat and Badghis provinces (west); rumours rose of imminent large-
scale operations in Nangarhar province (east). Risk of Islamic State Khorasan (ISIS-K) and NRF resuming operations
in warmer weather remained.”

Al Jazeera, In Pakistan’s Borderlands, Taliban quietly expanding influence, 8 December 2021

“Since January, at least 69 people have been killed in 37 attacks across South and North Waziristan districts,
according to data from the South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP).

The attacks have included targeted killings of anti-Taliban civilians, extortion-related killings, checkpost raids and
numerous improvised explosive device (IED) attacks targeting security forces, who account for 84 percent of all
reported casualties in these areas.

“Shocks were felt in Pakistan due to evolving situation in Afghanistan,” said the source. “However, this scenario was
short-lived as Pakistan’s security forces remain ready to deal with any internal [or] external threats.” [...]

In [ ] North Waziristan, the security situation appears to be even worse.

“After the collapse of Kabul, they have gotten internal strength and confidence, and they have come onto the front
foot,” says Mohsin Dawar, North Waziristan’s sole member of Pakistan’s lower house of parliament, who travels
often to the district. [...]

“For normal people, their lives are completely at a standstill,” says one resident, who requested anonymity fearing
reprisals. “They are very distressed, because they can’t say anything to the army or to the Taliban.

“People are afraid.””

Thomson Reuters Foundation News, ICC judges ask UN for help identifying who represents Afghanistan,
8 October 2021

“The International Criminal Court on Friday said it cannot rule on a prosecutor's request to resume a war crimes
investigation of Afghanistan until it can decide who represents the country in international bodies.
The judges asked U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres and the ICC's governing body for help identifying which
group officially rules Afghanistan from an international law standpoint. It asked for a response by Nov. 8.”
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RUSI, Afghanistan: A Safe Haven for Global Jihadism Once More?, 20 September 2021

“The Taliban’s leadership still seems to want to proceed with its policy of confining foreign jihadists in ‘reserves’
where their movements can be controlled. Taliban sources in Badakhshan say that just days ago the Central Asian
jihadists clustered near Jurm were told to get ready to be transferred to their assigned areas and registered. The
possibility of taking away their weapons was also raised, to their dismay.

Still, the pro-jihadist lobby has fairly good hopes of prevailing in Kabul. The Haggani network has a powerful presence
in the cabinet, with four ministerial posts — including the minister of the interior — and has obvious influence on
government activities due to its control over Kabul. In any case, Al-Qa’ida is not trusting its fate to the uncertain
outcome of power struggles in Kabul and has been preparing back-up options in case its allies within the Taliban lose
out. In recent months it has encouraged the TTP to move to the Loya Paktia region, under the protection of the
Haqqani network. Now old members of Al-Qa’ida are moving from Waziristan to the Afghan province of Paktia, local
sources say, a further sign that it might be seeking to turn the area into its new safe haven.”

TOLO News, Taliban Says Panjshir is Captured, Resistance Claims War Not Over, 10 September 2021

“The Taliban said they are in control of Panjshir and the resistance forces are hiding in "valleys and caves."
Fives days after all districts of Panjshir and the provincial center were captured by the Taliban, a commander of the
Resistance Front on Friday in a recorded video message said the Taliban’s presence in Panjshir does not mean the
end of the war.”

FDD’s Long War Journal, Taliban completes conquest of Afghanistan after seizing Panjshir | FDD's Long
War Journal, 6 September 2021
“The Taliban completed its military conquest of Afghanistan and took control of the mountainous province of
Panjshir after seven days of heavy fighting. The fall of Panjshir puts the Taliban in full control of the country and
eliminates the final vestige of organized resistance to its rule.”

FDD’s Long War Journal, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan | FDD's Long War Journal, 9 September
2021
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UNAMA, Report of the Secretary-General: The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for
international peace and security, 8 September 2021

“The situation in Afghanistan remained highly fluid, after a Taliban military offensive took control of provincial
capitals and Kabul. The departure of President Ghani and entry of Taliban forces into the capital on 15 August saw
the de facto disintegration of the Government. [...]

4. The Taliban extensively expanded its territorial control in a military campaign in which it seized 33 out of 34 of the
provincial capitals within a 10-day period in August. Following the Taliban forces’ entry into Kabul on 15 August,
President Ghani left the country, stating via social media that his aim had been to prevent bloodshed. On 15 August,
Taliban deputy leader and head of the Political Commission, Mullah Baradar, issued a video announcing the group’s
“unexpected” victory. [...]

16. Insecurity in Afghanistan steadily increased during the reporting period as the Taliban initiated a large-scale
offensive amid the withdrawal of the remaining international military forces. As at 18 August, they controlled all of
Afghanistan, except Panjshir Province.”

FDD’s Long War Journal, National Resistance Front repels multi-day Taliban assault on Panjshir, 2
September 2021
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“After weeks of fruitless negotiations between the Taliban’s political leadership and senior leaders of the National
Resistance Front in Panjshir, the Taliban launched a multi-pronged attack on the Panjshir Valley beginning on Aug.
31. The Taliban timed the assault on Panjshir for immediately after the U.S. military pulled out of Kabul airport and
ended efforts to evacuate American citizens and Afghan allies.

To this point, the National Resistance Front has mostly successfully warded off the Taliban by virtue of easily
defended positions in the mountainous region, inflicting heavy Taliban casualties along the way.”

Where do actors other than the Taliban exert influence?

Jamestown Foundation (Central Asia), Russia, China and the US Assist Tajikistan in Strengthening lts
Troubled Border With Afghanistan, 22 June 2022

"In the ten months since seizing power in Afghanistan, the Taliban has consistently stressed that its political control
has eliminated armed unrest in the country. But undercutting the mullahcracy’s confident assertions is ongoing
resistance centered in the northern Panjshir and Baghlan provinces. Last month (May), the National Resistance
Forces of Afghanistan (NRF), a loose alliance of anti-Taliban factions consisting primarily of former members of the
country’s military and police (many of them trained by the United States military), recently announced a new
offensive against the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate (IE) to “liberate” the Panjshir and Andarab valleys (Hasht e Subh, May
8).

Further muddying the situation as the Afghan IE attempts to reassert its authority in Takhar and Badakhshan border
provinces, Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISIS-KP) militants have not only also contested the Taliban’s control but
even fired rockets into neighboring Tajikistan. The fluid security situation on the Tajikistani-Afghan frontier has
attracted the attention of Russia, China and the US. Each of these rival powers is providing assistance to Tajikistan
to strengthen its southern border with Afghanistan while Dushanbe simultaneously copes with domestic
disturbances in its restive eastern Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast (GBAO) (see EDM, May 24, June 1).

In a rare bilateral convergence of efforts, both Moscow and Washington are contributing money and expertise to
help strengthen Tajikistan’s southern frontier with Afghanistan. While Russia began offering military security
assistance to Tajikistan immediately following the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, the US has provided Tajikistan
with over $300 million since 2002 to help combat security threats. Moreover, the United States is planning to help
fund construction of Tajikistan’s new border guard facility at Ayvoj in 2022 (Tj.usembassy.gov, September 1, 2021).
Since 2016, China has also assisted Tajikistan, having built a security post near Shaymak, in Tajikistan’s GBAO, to
monitor Afghanistan’s eastern Wakkan Corridor (see EDM, December 7, 2021; The Straits Times, October 29, 2021).
Efforts to reinforce Tajikistan’s southern border represent the most significant international intervention in South
Asia since the Taliban victory in Afghanistan ten months ago.”

Pajhwok, Afghanistan: 61 suffered casualties last week, 18 June 2022

“KABUL (Pajhwok): At least 26 people were killed and 35 others wounded last week while different sources once
again stressed the reopening of schools for girls above sixth grade and the formation of an inclusive government.
[...] Casualties Last week, 26 people were killed and 35 more wounded. Reports say one person was killed and 10
more wounded as a result of an explosion in the Imam Sahib district of northern Kunduz province. Local sources say
unidentified gunmen attacked technical staff of the Mazar-i-Sharif airport, killing two people and wounding six more.
Meanwhile, security officials say three robbers were killed and one security officer wounded in Mazar-i-Sharif.
According to reports, eight Daesh rebels including their commander were killed during an operation by security
forces in northern Takhar province. In Helmand, one individual was killed and three others were wounded in a blast
triggered by an unexploded shell. Officials say four people were killed as a result of an explosion in the Butkhak area
of Kabul. A Daesh commander was killed during an operation in Kabul. A child was killed in a blast in Badakhshan
while three people were injured in in an explosion in Kunduz province last week. Based on media reports, one
individual was killed and four others were wounded in a sticky bomb blast in Kunar province, where four members
of a family were injured in a grenade attack. Reports show that unidentified gunmen killed one person each in
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Daikundi, Jawzjan, Ghor, and Paktia provinces. One individual was injured in Paktia. Local sources say the body of a
midwife was found in central Uruzgan province.”

BBC, Afghanistan gurdwara attack: Sikhs say 'We don't feel safe', 18 June 2022

“The attack on a Sikh prayer site in the Afghan capital, Kabul, began early in the morning. Militants opened fire
outside the fortified doors leading to the compound housing a Sikh gurdwara, as well as the homes of members of
the community. The assailants killed the security guard, and armed with grenades they managed to make their way
inside, whilst Taliban members stationed at nearby checkpoints rushed after them. "My house is just in front of the
gurdwara, as soon as | heard firing | looked out the window, people were saying attackers are inside," Kuljit Singh
Khalsa told the BBC. "It was chaos, then all of a sudden there was a blast from outside." A bomb hidden inside a car,
parked next to a Taliban checkpost, had been detonated, killing the unit's commander and ripping through the
surrounding shops and homes. The attack had begun around half and hour before daily morning prayers were due
to start. "If it had been later, there would've been even more people inside," Mr Khalsa said. [...] So far, there has
been no claim of responsibility but it appears likely that IS was also behind this latest attack. Afghanistan's Shia and
Sufi Muslim minorities have also repeatedly been targeted by the group. IS is much less powerful than the Taliban
and does not control any territory, but has been responsible for some of the deadliest attacks in the country's history.
Overall, levels of violence in Afghanistan have fallen dramatically since the Taliban returned to power - ending their
insurgency - but IS is undermining the Taliban's promise to have finally brought security to the nation. [...] All the
attackers were killed around three hours after the assault began, during which time intense gunfire and multiple
explosions could be heard. At least one Sikh man and one member of the Taliban's security forces were killed.
Wandering through the still smoking wreckage of the Gurdwara, Sikh community members said they were grateful
for the Taliban's help in bringing the attack to an end, but that they did not feel safe and wanted to leave the country.
"We've appealed a lot to the Indian government, to find a way to give us visas, we don't want to live here anymore,"
said Sukhbir Singh Khalsa. "Those of us left here are only here because we don't have visas, no-one wants to stay
here. This has happened now, tomorrow it will happen again, and then again after that."”

AVA, Militant commander killed in special forces raid in Kabul, 13 June 2022

“Zabiullah Mujahid, the IEA’s spokesman, said the militant commander was killed and another was arrested during
the operation. Mujahid did not however say which group the insurgent belonged to. “A prominent enemy
commander named Yusof had been killed and another named Mohammad Agha had been arrested during the
operation,” Mujahid tweeted. “These people were important members of a group of enemies who were responsible
for attacking mosques and other worship places in Kabul and blowing up electricity pylons,” Mujahid added. Mujahid
also said further details of the operation would be shared with the media later.”

Ariana News, Seven Daesh members killed in Takhar operation, 12 June 2022

“Seven members of Daesh militant group were killed in an operation by security forces in Afghanistan’s northern
Takhar province on Saturday, police said. The militants were hiding in a house in Prozhay Sharqi, District 4 of the
provincial capital Talugan. Habibullah Shakir, the police chief of Takhar, said that security forces carried out the raid
on Saturday afternoon based on an intelligence report. He said that the operation lasted for one hour, as a result of
which seven militants were killed, three more were arrested and some weapons and ammunition were seized. Two
civilians were also killed during the raid, he said. Zabihullah Mujahid, the government’s spokesman, said the raid
targeted Daesh’s funding, equipping and training center. He said that eight key militants including their commander
Yonus Uzbekistani were killed in the operation. Separately, Sunday saw two bomb blasts happening in northeastern
provinces of Badakhshan and Kunduz. One child was injured in the Badakhshan explosion while the one in Kunduz
left three people wounded.”

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 28 MAY-3 JUNE 2022, 9 June 2022
“Last week in South Asia and Afghanistan, Taliban forces came under attack from anti-Taliban groups, the Islamic
State (IS), and the National Resistance Front (NRF) in Afghanistan. Civilians in Panjshir province were detained and
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reportedly tortured following NRF-Taliban clashes. In Pakistan, IS and unknown groups clashed with security forces
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, while Baloch separatists increased attacks against security forces and civilians in
Balochistan. In India, security forces conducted operations against militant groups amid increasing militant attacks
on civilians in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), while communal clashes broke out between Muslim and Hindu groups in
Uttar Pradesh state. In Sri Lanka, anti-government demonstrations continued amid the country’s worst economic
crisis in decades. In Bangladesh, clashes involving Bangladesh Awami League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) supporters continued across several divisions. In Afghanistan, the Taliban continued to arrest and reportedly
torture civilians across Panjshir province last week, accusing them of cooperating with NRF forces. In Hissa-e-Awal
(Khinj) district, 100 people were arrested on 1 June, including minors and the elderly, despite local residents
contending that the detained did not have any links to the NRF (Subhe Kabul, 2 June 2022). In Badakhshan province,
civilians were also forcibly recruited to fight against the NRF, with the Taliban reportedly torturing those who refused
(Hasht e Subh, 1 June 2022). The arrest and reported torture of civilians comes amid ongoing clashes between the
Taliban and the NRF, mostly centered in Baghlan and Panjshir provinces. These trends contribute to the 225%
increase in violence in Panjshir in the past month relative to the past year flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Threat
Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in Panjshir in the past month. Other
armed groups, including the Afghanistan Liberation Movement, the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan (NLFA),
and IS, also continued to target Taliban forces last week. The Afghanistan Liberation Movement claims the killing of
eight Taliban members in Qalat district of Zabul, and the NLFA claims attacks in Kandahar and Takhar province. In
Kandahar, the NLFA killed a senior Taliban commander during an attack in Zhire district. In Takhar, the group
attacked a prison in Talogan city, freeing two former military officers and killing nine Taliban members. Meanwhile,
IS increased its attacks on Taliban forces compared to the week prior, killing at least seven Taliban members in Kabul,
Kunar, Kunduz, and Nangarhar.”

JURIST, Afghanistan dispatch: ‘An oppressive regime will eventually be met with defiance.”, 9 June 2022

“Law students and lawyers in Afghanistan are filing reports with JURIST on the situation there after the Taliban
takeover. Here, a law student in Kabul reports on conflict between Taliban fighter and resistance forces in the
Panjshir valley area of the country. For privacy and security reasons, we are withholding our correspondent’s name.
The text has only been lightly edited to respect the author’s voice. The Afghan resistance war on the Taliban is very
likely to escalate, according to a recent report by UN experts. The report notes that the main military threats against
Taliban are the National Resistance Force-NRF (an anti-Taliban movement made of The Northern Alliance that fought
against the Soviets, plus former government military personnel), and ISIS-K. The Taliban have proved to be
fragmented, and internal conflicts are evident all the way to the bottom of their ranks. In recent months, the Taliban
have preferred members of their own ethnic group in provinces which are made up of predominantly Persian
speakers, have confiscated lands from Hazara people and awarded them to Pashtuns, have conducted targeted
killings of former military personnel, and — the jewel on top — have sexually harassed women whose husbands or
other family members have fought against them in the past. An oppressive regime will eventually be met with
defiance. Given the history of Afghanistan, the day of a full uprising is not far off; and the provocative and oppressing
behaviour of the Taliban against other ethnic groups — such as backing their own tribal members and kin to
monopolize trade, government jobs and any service a government is expected to provide — is making the idea of an
uprising and a full escalated war against them more plausible and expected. The UN report speculates that after
weather change in the country the fighting against Taliban could intensify. The Washington Post meanwhile reports
that Taliban are engaged in fighting in Panjshir province, noting that the “Taliban have been denying any conflict,
yet thousands of their fighters are stationed in the valley”. The fighting in Panjshir has been intense and more than
a hundred Taliban have been killed and many more injured in recent weeks. The NRF has been fairly successful in
their guerrilla attacks and have taken out Taliban fighters and important figures in the valley. The major part of the
casualties inflicted on the Taliban come from their own counter offenses to finish of the resistance once and for all,
but having the higher ground gives the NRF an incredible advantage in keeping them at a distance and carrying out
strikes which have delivered fatal blows to Taliban fighters. In response, the Taliban have been detaining hundereds
of civilians in Panjshir, have carried out tens of field excutions and have been torturing freinds and families of the
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NRF members for information, some of whom have been reported dead after intense torture. In one incident a
shepherd was killed by torture and his family were threatend to keep his death quiet or meet the same fate as him.
Crimes against humanity, genocide and death by torture are happening in Panjsher, Andarab and Takhar provinces
as | write this report. An open letter to the UN has been signed by 60 experts, professors and PhD holders around
the world to call for an immediate stop to human rights violation against Tajiks in the aforementioned provinces.”

Gandhara, Taliban Accused of Forced Evictions As Fighting Intensifies In Northern Afghanistan, 7 June
2022

“The Taliban captured Baghlan and Panjshir in early September, weeks after toppling the Western-backed Afghan
government and seizing power in Kabul. Since April, deadly clashes have erupted between resistance forces and the
Taliban in both provinces. Last month, heavy clashes broke out in parts of Panjshir, a traditional hotbed of ethnic
Tajik resistance to the Pashtun-dominated Taliban. Residents alleged that some civilians accused of having links with
the NRF were executed. Others were beaten and tortured in Taliban custody, they said."

"Meanwhile, locals told Radio Azadi that the Taliban detained more than 100 civilians in the Paryan district of
Panjshir in the past week. Their whereabouts are unknown. Earlier, the Taliban said it had detained an unspecified
number of people accused of having links with the NRF. Locals have also alleged that Taliban fighters have
recently beheaded several NRF fighters who were captured, a claim the Taliban has rejected. The ongoing fighting
has forced thousands of people to flee their homes in Panjshir."

DW, Taliban faces threats from 'Islamic State', UN Says, 3 June 2022

"The Taliban regime faces multiple threats from al-Qaida, the "Islamic State" (IS) group, and an insurgency in the
northern region of Panjshir, according to a new report prepared for the UN Security Council.

The report suggested that neither IS nor al-Qaida is expected to be able to launch international attacks "before 2023
at the earliest, regardless of their intent or of whether the Taliban acts to restrain them."

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 21-27 MAY 2022, 1 June 2022

“Last week in South Asia and Afghanistan, Islamic State (IS), unknown groups, and the Taliban attacked civilians in
Afghanistan, while anti-Taliban groups and IS continued to attack the Taliban. [...] In Afghanistan, IS, unidentified
groups, and the Taliban targeted civilians last week. On 25 May, at least nine civilians were killed and dozens injured
in Mazar-e-Sharif city in Balkh province when remote bombs detonated in three minibuses carrying people from the
Hazara community. IS claimed responsibility for the attack (Al Jazeera, 25 May 2022). This attack was the third IS
attack in Mazar-e-Sharif city in the past month, with the previous attacks targeting Shiite Muslims. On the same day,
another explosion occurred inside a mosque in Kabul city, killing at least five people. Similar to other deadly mosque
attacks in Kabul on 29 April and 13 May, the perpetrators of the attack remain unknown.

Taliban forces also carried out attacks targeting civilians across the country. Among these attacks, the Taliban
opened fire at a wedding ceremony in Surkh Rud district of Nangarhar province for unclear reasons, injuring the
bride and many others. The Taliban also targeted civilians for playing music in Kabul city.

Meanwhile, anti-Taliban groups carried out attacks against the Taliban across the country last week. The National
Resistance Front (NRF) continued offensives in Panjshir province, as well as Parwan and Kapisa, claiming to have
killed at least 40 Taliban members in Panjshir. Meanwhile, the Taliban reportedly conducted operations against two
NRF bases in the province. Taliban forces also continued to detain and torture locals in Panjshir, including elders and
children (Hasht-e Subh, 26 May 2022). These trends contribute to the 256% increase in violence in the province last
month relative to the past year, as flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Threat Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first
warned of this increased violence to come in Panjshir in the past month. Elsewhere, in Ghazni province, the
Afghanistan Liberation Movement claimed to have killed the Taliban’s chief of intelligence in a mine explosion
(Shafagna, 27 May 2022). In Kabul province, the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan claimed to have conducted
an attack on the Taliban police chief’s house in Qarabagh district, reportedly killing seven Taliban members (Subhe
Kabul, 25 May 2022).

IS also carried out multiple attacks against the Taliban in Kabul city, including a suicide bombing that killed at least
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two Taliban members during a commemoration ceremony for former Taliban leader Akhtar Mansour (TOLO News,
22 May 2022; Twitter @Natsecjeff, 22 May 2022). IS also targeted a Taliban vehicle with an explosive device, killing
or injuring all those on board.”

Tolo News, MoFA Denies UN Report Alleging Foreign Groups in Country, 30 May 2022

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) issued a statement rejecting a report by the UN Security Council alleging
that Al-Qaida and the Islamic Emirate have a "close" relationship and that foreign groups are in Afghanistan.
“The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan again reaffirms its commitments and reassures all that none shall be allowed to
use the territory of Afghanistan against others," the statement said.

The UN Security Council Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team in the report said Al-Qaida has a “safe
haven under the Taliban and increased freedom of action."

“The relationship between the Taliban and Al-Qaida remains close, with the latter celebrating the former’s success
and renewing its pledge of allegiance to [Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada],” the UN report said.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) in a recent statement said the allegations were baseless: “The fact remains
that since the return to power of the Islamic Emirate, the world and the region have been prevented from facing any
harm from Afghanistan, and the Afghan government has consistently worked for the last nine months to build an
environment of trust with the regional and world countries.”

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs' statement called on the United Nations to hand over the post of Afghanistan's
permanent representative at the UN to the current Afghan government in order to directly provide factual
information to the UNSC and other countries.

The United Nations report estimated an approximate presence of "180 to 400 fighters affiliated with Al-Qaeda" from
"Bangladesh, India, Myanmar and Pakistan" who are settled in "Ghazni, Helmand, Kandahar, Nimruz, Paktika and
Zabul provinces."

“The Islamic Emirate is committed to its promises. It has attempted for the past nine months to prevent any kind of
threat to other countries from Afghan soil and to create a trust-building environment with regional countries,” said
Inamullah Samangani, deputy spokesman for the Islamic Emirate.”

Tolo News, Al-Qaida and Islamic Emirate Relationship 'Remains Close’: UN, 29 May 2022

"The relationship between the Taliban and Al-Qaida remains close, with the latter celebrating the former’s success
and renewing its pledge of allegiance to [Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada]," a UN report said. The Islamic Emirate
has yet to comment on this latest claim but has earlier denied reports of the presence of terrorist groups in
Afghanistan. The UN Security Council released a report by the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team
which assessed the presence of Al-Qaeda and Daesh groups in Afghanistan. “Member State assessments thus far
suggest that Al-Qaida has a safe haven under the Taliban and increased freedom of action. Ayman al-Zawahiri has
issued more frequent recorded messages since August, and there is now proof of life for him as recently as February
2022,” the report said. The report estimated an approximate presence of "180 to 400 fighters affiliated with Al-
Qaeda" from "Bangladesh, India, Myanmar and Pakistan" who are settled in "Ghazni, Helmand, Kandahar, Nimruz,
Paktika and Zabul provinces." “The Islamic Emirate has yet to reach a final discussion regarding this issue. The officials
of the Islamic Emirate should provide final assurances in this regard,” said Shir Hassan Hassan, an international
relations analyst [...]”

UNOCHR, Facing critical human rights challenges, Afghanistan at a crossroads, says UN expert in Kabul, 26
May 2022

“The newly appointed Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett [...] [...]
called for investigations into a series of attacks on places of worship and schools in Kabul, Kunduz, and Balkh
provinces, instances of which have been claimed by the ISIS-K group. He said that such attacks specifically targeting
members of the Hazara, Shia, and Sufi communities are becoming increasingly systematic in nature and reflect
elements of an organizational policy, thus bearing hallmarks of crimes against humanity. He also expressed concern
about allegations, which require verification, that civilians have been exposed to violations of international human
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rights law and international humanitarian law, including arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings, torture, and forced
displacement in Panjshir and other northern provinces, which have recently seen clashes between the de facto
security forces and fighters affiliated with the National Resistance Front.”

Long War Journal, Tajik terrorist serves as Taliban commander in northern Afghanistan, 25 May 2022

“As the Taliban continues to maintain that it doesn’t allow foreign fighters in Afghanistan, a Tajik national and
commander for the Al Qaeda-linked Jamaat Ansarullah remains in control of several districts in a northern Afghan
province. During the Taliban’s swift offensive across Afghanistan last spring and summer, the Taliban placed five
districts in the northern province of Badakhshan under the control of Mahdi Arsalon, a Tajik national and a
commander in the Al Qaeda-linked Jamaat Ansarullah (JA). Arsalon was given control of the districts by Qari
Fasihuddin, an ethnic Tajik Taliban commander who served as the shadow governor of Badakhshan at the time.
Fasihuddin has since been appointed to serve as the Taliban’s chief of army staff. The clear cooperation between
the Taliban and Jamaat Ansarullah directly contradicts repeated Taliban claims that their regime does not provide
safe haven to foreign fighters. In an interview with CNN this past week, the Taliban’s Minister of the Interior, and
leader of the Haqqani Network, Siraj Haggani doubled down on the assertion, declaring that the Taliban does not
support foreign fighters and does not allow Afghanistan to serve as a breeding ground or launching pad for terrorism.
Numerous terror groups, including Al Qaeda, the Movement of the Taliban in Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Harakat-ul-
Mujahideen, Hizbul Mujahideen, Jaish-e-Mohammed, the Turkistan Isamic Party, Katibat Imam Bukhari, and a host
of others are known to operate inside Afghanistan. These groups are closely allied with the Taliban and helped the
group take control of the country in order to establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. On his Facebook account,
Arsalon recently posted videos of Jamaat Ansarullah fighters, or “Tajik Taliban” forces, operating along the
Afghanistan-Tajikistan border in Badakhshan’s districts of Kuf Ab, Khwahan, Maimay, Nusay, and Shekay.”

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 7-13 MAY 2022, 19 May 2022

“In Afghanistan, the Taliban intensified operations against the NRF in the northern Panjshir and Baghlan provinces
last week. These clashes led civilians to flee their homes, while reportedly also being targeted and tortured by the
Taliban (CBS News, 16 May 2022; RFE/RL, 13 May 2022). Further clashes between the NRF and Taliban forces were
reported in Parwan, Kapisa, and Warsaj district, Takhar province, after the NRF claimed to have seized key points in
Warsaj from the Taliban the week prior. At least 12 civilians were killed by Taliban forces in Warsaj district, as some
civilians, including the former governor of Warsaj, were tortured for information on the NRF (Subhe Kabul, 11 May
2022). Taliban forces also carried out airstrikes in Warsaj, prompting civilians to flee. ACLED’s Subnational Surge
Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in both Panjshir and Takhar in the past month. Meanwhile, IS and
anti-Taliban groups targeted Taliban forces across the country. IS killed at least three Taliban members and injured
others in attacks in Nangarhar and Kunar provinces. In Ghazni province, the anti-Taliban Afghanistan Liberation
Movement conducted a rocket attack in Waghaz district, claiming to have caused Taliban casualties. Also in Ghazni,
the Watandost Front, or Patriotic Front, claimed to have seized control of a village in Ab Band district during an
attack on a Taliban base — reportedly the group’s first armed interaction with the Taliban (Subhe Kabul, 20 May
2022).”

BBC News, Afghan resistance attack Taliban, sparking reprisals in Panjshir, 17 May 2022

"The Taliban have been accused of human rights abuses during clashes with resistance forces in Panjshir province,
to the north of Kabul. One local resident told the BBC his unarmed elderly relative had been shot by the group, who
seized power in Afghanistan last August. Another saw a neighbour beaten by the Taliban until he fell unconscious. A
local Taliban spokesman denied any abuses had taken place or that any of the group's members had been killed. The
fighting is localised and at this stage does not represent a challenge to the Taliban's control of the country, but it is
the most significant sustained armed opposition the group has faced since coming to power. In recent days, fighters
belonging to the National Resistance Front launched a guerrilla attack on Taliban forces in the area, who responded
by sending a large number of reinforcements to Panjshir. Taliban forces were ambushed and a number were
allegedly killed - something Taliban officials have denied. Details on casualty figures, and even the extent of the
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fighting, are difficult to ascertain. The Taliban appear to be downplaying the clashes, while claims by the NRF often
seem exaggerated. Two local sources said that about 15 unarmed civilians had been killed by the Taliban in Panjshir
so far."

Gandhara, New Reports Of Fighting In Afghanistan's Panjshir Trigger Fresh Claims Of Taliban War Crimes,
13 May 2022

“Resistance to the Taliban is flaring up in northeastern Afghanistan, and as reports of deadly fighting increase, so are
claims of war crimes against civilians. The fighting is centered in the center and south of Panjshir Province, a
traditional hotbed of ethnic Tajik resistance to the Pashtun-dominated Taliban and the last province to fall to the
extremist group after it seized control of the rest of the country in August.”

Jurist, Afghanistan dispatch: armed resistance against the Taliban continues, 12 May 2022

"Since their takeover of Afghanistan the Taliban have tried to cover up any news of revolt and resistance against
them, although as reported by Afghanistan International since August of last year there have been at least 13 clashes
between Taliban and the anti-Taliban movements in Baghlan province, 8 in Panjshir province and 3 in Takhar
province. Also there have been minor clashes and attacks on Taliban in six other provinces, the capital being
excluded. As recently as last Friday, May 6, there were reports of yet another conflict between the Taliban and the
National Resistance Force; an NRF spokesperson claimed 22 Taliban killed and 6 wounded. The Taliban have denied
the existence of any conflict in Panjshir at first, though videos of fighting and of the Taliban’s reinforcement convoys
moving toward Panjshir have been shared on social media. Hasht-e-sobh, the most read news paper in the country,
has confirmed that 20 bodies of Taliban fighters have been carried to the southern provinces. Hasht-e-sobh, gouting
from ACLED (Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project), reports that at least six freedom fighter groups are
currently engaged against the Taliban and are gaining influence among the public here. The Nantional Resistance
Force is the current dominant group among the anti-Taliban movments. The Azadagan (Free People) Front has been
jointly fighting the Taliban in the recent days with the NRF. The National Liberation Front is another group, which in
a recent strike killed a prominent Taliban figure in the west of Kabul who was known to be the organizer of suicide
attackes against Shiites people. The Wolfs of Jawzjan is an anti-taliban movement mainly formed by Uzbeks. The
formation of The Afghan Liberation Movement, a Pashtun-led group, is thought to be a giant step for the anti-Taliban
movments, although the other two are minor groups."

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 23 APRIL-6 MAY 2022, 12 May 2022

"In Afghanistan, the National Resistance Front (NRF) increased attacks against the Taliban in the northern provinces
over the past two weeks, especially in Baghlan, Panjshir, and Takhar. The group claims to have seized Taliban
checkpoints, bases, and villages in Pul-e-Hisar district of Baghlan province, Warsaj district of Takhar province, and
Darah district of Panjshir, with clashes resulting in dozens of Taliban and NRF fatalities. These trends contribute to
the 157% increase in violence in Panjshir last week relative to the past month as flagged by ACLED’s Subnational
Surge Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in Panjshir, as well as Takhar, in
the past month. Additionally, the Afghanistan Freedom Front (AFF), the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan
(NLFA), and IS targeted the Taliban across the country. The AFF claims to have attacked Taliban forces in Kabul,
Laghman, and Parwan provinces, including an operation on the Taliban intelligence headquarters in Badghis
province. Meanwhile, the NLFA, an anti-Taliban group that declared its formation in February, has claimed several
attacks against the Taliban in Kabul, Kandahar, Khost, and Paktia provinces. In Khost, the NLFA claims to have killed
12 Taliban members, including the chief of Alisher district. Taliban officials ignored NLFA claims, instead claiming
that a fire occurred at the Alisher district military base (Etilaat e Roz, 2 May 2022). IS also attacked Taliban forces in
northeastern Afghanistan, including attacks in Kabul, Kunar, and Nangarhar, killing at least nine Taliban members."

Khaama, Resistance Front: 22 Taliban Militants Killed; Taliban: We Had No Casualties in the Panjshir
Conflict, 9 May 2022
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"“Hostilities had grown in Dara district, but a small-scale damage had been done to Taliban troops, including the
destruction of three vehicles and the injury of three members,” Abu Bakr Siddiqui, spokesman for the Taliban
governor in Panjshir province, told the media today, 9th May. Six Taliban were captured and seven Taliban tanks
were entirely destroyed, according to the spokesperson for NRF. While the spokesman for the NRF claims that the
Taliban are under pressure in Panjshir and have suffered casualties, a Taliban spokesman for the province claims
that their “operation” to clear members of the NRF in the AbdullahKhel village has forced them to flee to the
mountains. However, public sources in Panjshir province state that two military helicopters evacuated all Taliban
bodies and wounded to Kabul yesterday."

Gandhara, Taliban Investigating Report That Islamic State Fired Rockets Into Tajikistan, 8 May 2022

"The Islamic State (IS) extremist group said earlier on May 8 that it had fired eight rockets from Afghanistan into the
territory of neighboring Tajikistan, according to an Afghan media report. The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) news agency
quoted an IS press release claiming the militants had fired the rockets from the Khawaja Ghar district of Afghanistan's
Takhar Province toward unspecified military targets in Tajikistan on May 7. In a statement, however, Tajikistan said
bullets, not rockets, were fired accidentally into Tajik territory during a firefight on the Afghan side of the border
between Taliban forces and IS militants."

Khaama, The National Resistance Front to Reassume the Control of Sections of Panjshir Province, 7 May
2022

"The Resistance Front claims that operations in Panjshir have resumed, with their first operation claiming sections
of the province. The Resistance Front’s spokesman, Sibghatullah Ahmadi, tweeted last night, May 7, that the districts
of AbdullahKhel and Abshar, with the exception of their centers, had fallen to the Front. He also labeled all of the
Resistance Front’s held territories as crucial and strategic, noting that the district centers were under siege and that
the Taliban had asked more time to surrender. The operation was carried out as the Taliban Red Unit was conducting
house-to-house searches in the two districts, according to the spokesman for the Resistance Front. The operation
has killed 13 Taliban fighters, and Ahmadi claims that five of their armored vehicles have been destroyed."

Khaama, Mujahid: No Military Operations Have Been Carried Out Against Our Forces in Panjshir and
Takhar, 7 May 2022

"In response to statements by Sebghatullah Ahmadi, spokesman for the Resistance Front, claiming sections of
Panjshir province had fallen into the front’s control, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said no military actions
had been carried out against their forces in Panjshir."

Khaama, ISIS Trying to Regroup in Afghanistan: Gen. Milley, 6 May 2022

"Chairman of the US Joint Chief of Staff General Mark Milley said Tuesday the terrorist groups —including the Islamic
State (ISIS) — are trying to regroup in Afghanistan, according to sources, exclaiming it poses a threat to the United
States mainland."

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 16-22 APRIL 2022, 28 April 2022

“In Afghanistan, dozens of civilians were killed by IS and unknown groups during attacks across the country last
week, including deadly bombings at mosques in Balkh and Kunduz provinces. In Balkh province, an IS-planted
explosive went off in a Shiite mosque in Mazar-e-Sharif city on 21 April, killing at least 10 people and injuring over
30. Taliban officials claim to have since arrested the main IS militant behind this explosion (Ariana TV, 22 April
2022). The following day, in Kunduz province, unknown perpetrators planted explosives inside a Sunni mosque in
Hazrati Imam Sahib district, killing at least 33 people during Friday prayers. The attacks took place as the Muslim
holy month Ramadan is ongoing, augmenting insecurity for the worshippers.

Meanwhile, in Kabul, multiple deadly explosions — perpetrated by IS and unknown groups — targeted members of
the Hazara community. This surge of attacks triggered a large protest in Kabul, with protesters demanding that the

This COI Repository is intended as background reference material to assist in case preparation. It
should not be submitted directly, in its entirety or in isolation as evidence to decision-makers in
asylum applications or appeals.

22


https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-islamic-state-tajikistan-rockets/31839638.html
https://www.khaama.com/the-national-resistance-front-to-reassume-the-control-of-sections-of-panjshir-province76688/
https://www.khaama.com/mujahid-no-military-operations-have-been-carried-out-against-our-forces-in-panjshir-and-takhar76989/
https://www.khaama.com/mujahid-no-military-operations-have-been-carried-out-against-our-forces-in-panjshir-and-takhar76989/
https://www.khaama.com/isis-trying-to-regroup-in-afghanistan-gen-milley/
https://acleddata.com/2022/04/28/regional-overview-south-asia-and-afghanistan-16-22-april-2022/
https://ariananews.af/iea-arrests-mastermind-of-attack-on-shiite-mosque-in-mazar-e-sharif/
https://ariananews.af/iea-arrests-mastermind-of-attack-on-shiite-mosque-in-mazar-e-sharif/

Taliban provide security and calling the attacks against the Hazara community acts of “genocide” (Hasht-e Subh, 22
April 2022). Taliban forces intervened with aerial fire to disperse the protest and injured two people. These trends
contribute to the 157% increase in violence in Kabul over the past week relative to the past month, as flagged

by ACLED’s Subnational Surge Tracker.

IS also increased its attacks on the Taliban last week, killing at least 13 Taliban members during clashes in Kabul,
Kunar, Logar, Nangarhar, and Takhar provinces. IS explosions targeting civilians and clashes with the Taliban last
week marked a significant increase in IS activity compared to recent months (for more on IS activity in Afghanistan,
see this infographic). While the Taliban has been carrying out anti-IS operations since their takeover of
Afghanistan, last week’s attacks raise concerns about the effectiveness of such operations and the possibility of IS
launching larger offensives in the coming months (The Washington Post, 22 April 2022).

Meanwhile, the NRF and the AFF continued to attack Taliban forces in northern Afghanistan last week, with the
AFF also attacking the Taliban in southern Kandahar province. The Liberation Front of Afghanistan and Wolf Unit
anti-Taliban groups also claimed separate attacks in Kapisa and Balkh provinces, respectively. The Wolf Unit is
reportedly led by the son of Uzbek-Afghan warlord Abdul Rashid Dostum, while the Liberation Front of Afghanistan
declared its formation in February without any affiliation (The Institute for the Study of War, 9 March 2022).
Additionally, the militia of Atta Mohammad Noor — a former governor of Balkh province and prominent warlord
— clashed with the Taliban in Mazar-e Sharif city following the explosion in the Shiite mosque. Noor’s nephew was
reportedly killed in the clash, along with a number of militiamen and Taliban members.”

Tolo News, 9 killed, 13 Wounded in Two Blasts in Balkh, 28 April 2022

“At least nine people were killed and 13 others were wounded in two blasts occurring on Thursday evening in Mazar-
e-Sharif of Balkh province, security officials said. Both blasts targeted public transportation. A spokesman for the
Balk security department said that the blasts were due to explosives placed in vehicles. Provincial health officials
confirmed hospitals had received bodies of the slain and were treating the wounded. Najibullah Tawana, head of
the public health department in Balkh, said ten people including women and children were killed and 15 were
wounded in Thursday's Mazar-e Sharif explosions. Daesh claimed responsibility for the blasts.”

Khaama Press, ISIS, Not a Threat, It’s eliminated in Afghanistan: Mol, 25 April 2022
“The phenomenon called Daesh has been eliminated up to 98 percent in Afghanistan and is no more a serious threat.
Security forces are still trying to eliminate the last and only hideouts of the heinous phenomenon”

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Afghanistan — Terrorist attacks, 22 April 2022

“France condemns in the strongest possible terms the terrorist attacks of April 19 and 21 on schools in Kabul as well
as yesterday’s attacks on the Seh Dokan mosque in Mazar-i-Sharif and in Kunduz province. These attacks, for which
Daesh (IS-K) claimed responsibility, killed several dozen people and wounded more than a hundred, including young
children.”

Al Jazeera (Afghanistan), At least 16 killed as explosions rock Afghan cities, 21 April 2022

“At least 16 people have been killed in bomb attacks in two Afghan cities, including 12 people at a Shia mosque in
Mazar-i-Sharif in Balkh province which has been claimed by the ISIL (ISIS) group.

Twelve people were killed and 58 wounded — including 32 in serious condition — by the blast on Thursday at the Seh
Dokan mosque in Mazar-i-Sharif. [...] Another roadside blast in Kabul wounded three, including a child, he added.”

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), Death toll in ‘Pakistan strikes’ on Afghanistan rises to 47: officials, 18 April
2022

“Afghanistan has reported a death toll of at least 47 after Pakistani military air strikes hit the provinces of Kost and
Kunar provinces. Pakistani security forces carried out airstrike on Waziristan refugees in Sperai district of
southeastern Khost province and in the Shaltan district of eastern province, inflicting casualties on people. “Forty-
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one civilians, mainly women and children, were killed and 22 others were wounded in air strikes by Pakistani forces
near the in Khost province,” Shabir Ahmad Osmani, director of information and culture in Khost told Pajhwok.
Meanwhile Najibullah, an official with the Ministry for Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice in Khost told AFP,
the death toll in the province was 48.”

Ava Press, Pakistan claims ‘terrorists using Afghan soil’ to carry out attacks, 17 April 2022

“[...] Pakistan said it has “repeatedly requested Afghan Government in last few months to secure Pak-Afghan border
region. Terrorists are using Afghan soil with impunity to carry out activities inside Pakistan.” The ministry of foreign
affairs spokesman said the two countries have been engaged in dialogue over the past few months to coordinate
security along the shared border.”

Afghan Voice Agency, Attack Claim by NRF Forces on Taliban Base Near Balkh International Airport, 13
April 2022

“The National Resistance Front (NRF) forces have claimed of targeting a Taliban base near Mawlana Jalaluddin
Mohammad International Airport in -e-Sharif province, killing and injuring a number of the Taliban rebels in the
province. It is said that they carried out the attack at around 1:00 AM on Tuesday night.

However, the Taliban press members in the province have refused to provide details about the causalities.

The National Resistance Front forces have increased their operations on the Taliban insurgents in , Kunduz, Takhar,
Panjshir, , Jowzjan, and provinces.”

Afghan Voice Agency Unknown Armed Gunmen Abduct a Child in Balkh Province, 13 April 2022

“Security camera footage sent to Hasht-e Subh shows armed abducting a child from Zabihullah Shahid Square in
Mazar-e-Sharif, the center of the province. The footage was filmed on Tuesday afternoon, April 12.

Taliban security members in Balkh have confirmed the case, saying that they have launched a search operation to
rescue the child. Reports and findings show a significantly increased graph of abduction cases in Balkh province
during the past couple of weeks. In the latest case, the fighters in Mazar-e-Sharif city rescued an abducted man
named Ferdous, but the kidnappers escaped. Meanwhile, the operations of unidentified gunmen have recently
increased in the province.”

ACLED, Regional Overview: South Asia and Afghanistan 26th February - 1 April 2022, 6 April 2022

In Afghanistan, the NRF, the recently-emerged anti-Taliban AFF, and IS continued to attack Taliban forces last week.
The NRF claims to have launched deadly retaliatory attacks on Taliban forces in response to Taliban operations
targeting the NRF in Baghlan and Panjshir provinces. (...) In Parwan province, the NRF also claims to have conducted
several offensives targeting the Taliban, including an attack on the governor’s building in Sayyed Khel district.
Additionally, the AFF and the Taliban clashed in Kapisa province, and (for the first time) in Badakhshan, Kandahar,
and Jowzjan provinces last week. Lastly, IS clashed with the Taliban in Logar, Nangarhar, and Farah provinces. In
Nangarhar, Taliban forces conducted operations killing five people with suspected IS ties in Chaparhar district.

ACLED, Regional Overview: South Asia and Afghanistan 26th February - 4th March 2022, 10 March 2022

“Last week in South Asia and Afghanistan, the National Resistance Front (NRF), the Islamic State (IS), and unknown
groups continued to attack Taliban forces in Afghanistan. The Taliban launched nationwide operations during which
they arrested IS members and reportedly detained and tortured civilians. Additionally, former judges and engineers
working for the government held protests in Kabul. In Afghanistan, clashes between the NRF and the Taliban
continued in Parwan, Baghlan, Badakhshan and Panjshir provinces last week. In Panjshir, the NRF damaged two
Taliban helicopters in Shutul district, and claimed to have taken over three Taliban checkpoints in Unaba district.
These trends underline how violence continues to surge in Panjshir, with an increase of 168% in the last month
relative to past year, as flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Threat Tracker, which first warned of increased violence to
come in Panjshir last month. Unidentified groups also targeted Taliban forces with explosives in Kabul and Helmand
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provinces. In Helmand, a Taliban commander managed to escape unhurt from an explosion targeting his vehicle.
Meanwhile, IS killed a Taliban member during a clash in Kunduz. Elsewhere, in Parwan, the Taliban killed an IS
militant and arrested others, including a Tajik citizen.”

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2022 - Afghanistan, 28 February 2022

“Other armed groups were active during the year. The IS-K engaged in violent activity throughout 2021; UNAMA
reported that the IS-K claimed responsibility or was believed responsible for 77 attacks in the first four months of
the year. The IS-K also claimed responsibility for a bombing near Kabul Airport in August, which killed over 170
civilians and 13 US military personnel. IS-K activities continued after the elected government collapsed; in
November, the IS-K attacked a military hospital in Kabul, killing at least 19 people.

In August 2021, the Taliban fought the NRF in the Panjshir Valley. The Taliban claimed victory in September,
though the NRF vowed to continue its operations.”

TOLO News, Groups Seek to Destabilize Bamiyan, Says Commander, 21 February 2022

“ [..]1 reports of increased resistance activities in Panjshir, Kapisa and Parwan provinces. [...]
A senior army official in the central province of Bamiyan spoke of efforts by some groups to destabilize the province.
Mulla Mohammad Shireen, the commander of the 5th Brigade of the 203rd Mansouri Corps, did not provide names
of these groups, but stressed that the security forces would not allow anyone to disrupt security.

1,500 troops, armed with light and heavy weapons, left Paktia for Bamiyan.

But who are the threats to this province?

“There is talk of a second resistance, we ask all the people of Bamiyan to work with us so that the security of Bamiyan
is not compromised,” said Allah Mohammad Bakhtyar, head of Planning and Operations of the Fifth Brigade of
Mansouri Corps.

Meanwhile, a number of Bamiyan residents criticize what they see as the persecution of the people by the forces of
the Islamic Emirate.

“Everyone who came here, created check points, nobody listened to the governor's speeches, the people were
harassed,” said the elder of the tribe.”

Gandhara, Taliban's Arrest Of Ethnic Uzbek Commander Sparks Clashes In Northern Afghanistan, 29
January 2022

“Since the Taliban returned to power in Afghanistan in August, information has trickled in about tensions building
between the ethnic Uzbek, Turkmen, and Tajik communities in parts of northern Afghanistan and the mainly Pashtun
Taliban fighters who have moved to the area in recent months. [...] There is still armed resistance to the Taliban in
parts of northern Afghanistan. RFE/RL’s [Radio Free Europe/ Radio Liberty] Afghan service, Radio Azadi, has received
information of fighting between Taliban forces and guerrilla bands in Afghanistan’s northern provinces of Baghlan,
Balkh, Badakhshan, and Faryab. The guerrilla bands are believed to be part of the National Resistance Front (NRF),
a group that emerged after the Taliban seized control over most of Afghanistan and is led by Ahmad Masud, the son
of legendary Afghan field commander and leader Ahmad Shah Masud. According to Azadi, there are no reports of
fighting in the Panjshir Valley, the NFR stronghold before Taliban forces seized that area in fighting in September.
But northern Afghanistan remains restive nearly a half year after the Taliban chased the government from power.
The so-called Islamic State of Khorasan (ISK) has been active in northern Afghanistan, as well.”

France 24, Fears stalks city in Islamic State’s Afghan heartland, 21 January 2022

“Once a fringe force in Afghanistan, analysts say the local chapter of IS has been increasingly active since the United
States agreed to a deal in 2020 with the Taliban to withdraw foreign troops from the country. The fundamentalist
fighters, who are opposed to any compromise with the West, are believed to have about 2,000 to 4,000 fighters in
Afghanistan, against 80,000 Taliban. [...] According to Abdul Sayed, an academic specialising in jihadist networks, the
group is responsible for nearly 100 attacks since mid-September -- some 85 percent aimed at the Taliban -- and
Jalalabad is the front line. [...] While Salafist elders do not deny the community has been a source of recruits for IS,
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they say they are now being collectively punished. "Not all Salafists are members of the Islamic State," one elder
told AFP. "Very often, it is innocent people who are caught, and sometimes killed," says analyst Bahiss, who warns
that this indiscriminate Taliban crackdown on Salafists risks strengthening rather than weakening 1S.”

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA) Muttaqi, Afghanistan Seeks Good Relations With World, 11 January 2022
“Acting Foreign Minister Amir Kahn Muttaqi said that the new government is exercising power over the whole
country, and the Islamic Emirate-led government will not pose a threat to any country in the world. He said that the
political isolation of Afghanistan is not in the interest of anyone.”

RUSI, The Taliban’s Homemade Counterinsurgency, 4 January 2022

“Another reason for the Taliban not to hurry in mobilising resources for a massive campaign against IS-K bases in the
east has to do with the value that the IS-K threat represents for the Emirate: the Taliban argue to their neighbours
that they are the only defence against 1S-K, and hence deserve to be supported adequately. A successful campaign
against IS-K would undermine that argument.

As a result, instead of mounting a determined strike against IS-K’s ‘centre of gravity’ in the east, the Taliban have
been battling it, mostly in the rural areas of Nangarhar — where 1S-K has been particularly active — and in the cities
affected by the group’s campaign of terrorist attacks, primarily Kabul and Jalalabad. Information about the
repression unleashed by the Taliban is sketchy. In Nangarhar in particular and, during September, in Kunar, the
Taliban seem to have been rather indiscriminate in their repression. In Kunar, the governor appointed by the Emirate
went as far as closing down all Salafi mosques and madrasas, causing a major backlash. The Taliban’s leadership had
to replace him and rescind his orders, and the repression seems to have been become less indiscriminate since. In
Nangarhar, there are claims that Taliban death squads are executing IS-K suspects without trials and on the basis of
little, if any, evidence. To be sure, a lot of unclaimed killings of Salafis have been taking place, although the pace has
slowed down in recent weeks.”

Gandhara, Two Killed, Four Wounded After Blasts Hit Kabul Shi’ite Neighborhood, 10 December, 2021
“The Taliban says two separate bomb explosions in a predominately Shi'ite neighborhood of the Afghan capital
claimed the lives of two civilians and wounded four others.

Two were killed and three others wounded when a car bomb exploded in the Dasht-e Barchi area of western Kabul,
the Taliban’s Interior Ministry spokesman, Sayed Khosti, told RFE/RL on December 10.

A woman sustained injuries in another bomb blast in the same area, Khosti added.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the blasts, which followed similar attacks in Kabul claimed by the
local affiliate of the Islamic State extremist group, the Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K).

Twin bombings in Dasht-e Barchi on November 17 that killed or wounded a total of seven people were claimed by
IS-K.

IS-K is an enemy of the Taliban, which came back to power after toppling the Western-backed government in Kabul
in mid-August.

Afghanistan's Shi'ite Hazara minority has been the target of repeated attacks by IS-K militants.

Hazara represent Afghanistan's third-largest ethnic group. They have faced long-term discrimination and
persecution in predominantly Sunni Afghanistan.”

DW, Afghanistan: Deadly bomb blast in Shiite neighborhood in Kabul, 17 November 2021

“A bomb blast killed at least one person in a neighborhood of Kabul populated largely by people from the Hazara
Shiite minority on Wednesday, the Taliban confirmed.

The explosion happened in the Dast-e-Barchi district. One civilian was killed and six were injured, Interior Ministry
spokesperson Qari Sayeed Khosty said on Twitter. Other witnesses reported more casualties. [...]

The so-called Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) militant group claimed responsibility for the attack.”
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Khaama Press, Taliban arrests 11 Daesh suspects in central Daikundi province, 16 November 2021
“Provincial officials in central Daikundi province said that their intelligence personnel arrested 11 people who are
suspected to be ISIS-K affiliates.

The officials said that the suspects are from Helmand, Ghazni, and Urozgan provinces but added that further
investigations have been started.

The Taliban have also seized weapons with the suspects.

It comes a day after the Taliban fighters in large-scale operations in four districts of Kandahar province arrested ten
ISIS-K affiliates and killed three more.

Provincial officials of Kandahar province said that four hideouts of the terror group have been eliminated in the
province.

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria-Khorasan branch (ISIS-K) is now the only terror group that operates against the Taliban
in Afghanistan and inflicts causalities on civilians people mainly the Shi ‘ite Muslims.”

[The Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation (ACCORD) published
on 15th November 2021 a Brief compilation on recent developments and key actors in Afghanistan, which
you may wish to consult. The compilation covers: Developments in 2021, The Taliban, Taliban-associated
groups (Hagqani Network; Al Qaeda); Islamic State - Khorasan Province; National Resistance Front (NRF)]

Khaama Press, Taliban conducts large-scale operations against ISIS-K in Kandahar province, 15 November
2021

“Provincial officials in southern Kandahar province said that the Taliban officials conducted large-scale operations
against ISIS-K fighters in four districts of Kandahar province on Monday night, November 14.

It is the first time that the Taliban launched operations against the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria-Khorasan branch
in Kandahar province.

Local residents have said that the operations started Monday midnight and continued until early morning the
following day and claimed that three civilians have also been killed during the operations.

Taliban’s provincial officials in Kandahar said that they killed three ISIS-K affiliates and arrested ten more but did not
say anything about civilians.

In the meantime, it is rumored that an ISIS-K affiliate has blown his explosives in a room that killed the affiliate.

The provincial officials and interior ministry have not said anything about the casualties of the Taliban fighters.

The ISIS-K has recently escalated their attacks in Afghanistan and has lately claimed responsibility for a deadly attack
on Saturday in Kabul that left three killed and six wounded.”

Al Jazeera (Afghanistan), Afghanistan: Taliban leader warns of infiltrators, 4 November 2021
"The supreme leader of the Taliban, Haibatullah Akhunzada, has warned the group that there may be “unknown”
entities among their ranks who are “working against the will of the government."

Lawfare, The Taliban Haven’t Changed, But U.S. Policy Must, 31 October 2021
“When it comes to IS-K, the notion that the Taliban will be able to provide anything more than short-term, tactical
gains against the group is optimistic. Although the Taliban may succeed in rooting out some IS-K cells in the next few
months, the history and current trajectory of the Islamic State-Taliban rivalry suggests that a much longer, protracted
war between the two organizations is likely if the Taliban are left alone to manage IS-K. Civilians will bear the brunt
of the costs. Boosted by thousands of jailbroke fighters, new leadership, and a revamped messaging campaign that
paints the Taliban as illegitimate puppets of the United States and the international community, IS-K recently
embarked on a lethal campaign of attacks in its former stronghold of Nangarhar province to challenge Taliban rule.
With likely support from Salafist sympathizers, veteran jihadists, younger Afghans and others, IS-K has already begun
to implement the same method of insurgency as its namesake in Iraq and Syria, including the assassination of
prominent members of the “moderate middle” in IS-K’s target recruiting pool in order to weaken its opponents.”
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EurAsia.net, Event | Russia looks to Taliban to contain Islamic State in Afghanistan, 28 October 2021
"Moscow seems willing to tolerate Taliban rights abuses, if the movement can get the job done."

AVA Press, ISIS unable to threaten region, Taliban are way stronger: Taliban’s minister, 27 October 2021
“Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has assured the region not to be threatened by ISIS-K from their soil and said that
their fighters are way stronger and serious when it comes to suppressing the group.

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA)_Afghanistan’s acting minister of information and culture Khairullah said that they will
eliminate not only -K but any group who wants to insecure the region.

On the other hand, US undersecretary of defense said that they suspect the ability of the Taliban in suppressing ISIS-
Kand.

Colin Kahl has said that the Taliban have relations with the Al Qaida terror group and that will make it difficult for
the former to fight against the group.

Our intelligence assessment indicates that ISIS and Al Qaida are willing to conduct operations abroad including in
the US. The assessments show that ISIS-K will be able to do so in six months while Al Qaida will gain the ability in
upcoming 12 or 24 months.” Said Kahl.

The concerns over the appearance of ISIS-K come after the group conducted bloody attacks in Kandahar and Kunduz
province that inflicted casualties to Shite worshipers.”

Gandhara News, Taliban Wages Deadly Crackdown On Afghan Salafists As War With IS-K Intensifies, 22
October 2021

“Since seizing power, the militant group has waged a deadly crackdown on Salafists, who accuse the Taliban of
detaining and killing members of the community. They also allege that the Taliban has raided and closed down
dozens of their mosques and madrasahs, or religious seminaries.

The Taliban’s clampdown on Salafists has coincided with its escalating war with rival Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K)
militants, many of whom are Salafists. There are believed to be several hundred thousand Salafists in Afghanistan,
mainly concentrated in the eastern provinces Fof Nangarhar, Kunar, and Nuristan.

Salafists like Hakimullah say civilian members of the community are caught in the middle of the intensifying conflict
between the two groups in eastern Afghanistan, an 1S-K stronghold.”

Khaama Press, Taliban underrate Daesh, do not call it danger in Afghanistan, 17 October 2021
“Afghanistan’s acting foreign minister Amir Khan Motagi during his visit to Turkey said that ISIS-K (Daesh) is not a
threat in Afghanistan and the group does not have training centers in the country.”

Al Jazeera (Afganistan), Will Afghanistan’s powerful neighbours engage the Taliban?, 16 October 2021
“The withdrawal of US and NATO forces from Afghanistan is inevitably leaving a political vacuum in South and Central
Asia. The question that many are asking is who will step in to fill it. Afghanistan’s immediate neighbours — Pakistan,
Iran and China — all have special interests in the country that they are likely to pursue with renewed vigour.”

Afghan Voice Agency, Blasts Hit Mosque in Kandahar, 32 Killed, 16 October 2021
“A bombing attack occurred at Imam Bargah Fatimeyah mosque in the southern province of Kandahar on Friday.”

Al Jazeera (Afganistan), Deadly explosion hits Shia mosque in Afghanistan’s Kandahar, 15 October 2021
“ISIS-K claims responsibility for attack that killed at least 47 people inside a mosque in southern city during Friday
prayers.”

[The Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation (ACCORD) published
on 5th October 2021 a Brief compilation on recent developments and key actors in Afghanistan, which you
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may wish to consult. The compilation covers: Developments in 2021, The Taliban, Taliban-associated
groups (Hagqani Network; Al Qaeda); Islamic State - Khorasan Province; National Resistance Front (NRF)]

Ariana News, IEA says Daesh is not a threat to Afghanistan’s security, 3 October 2021

“Mol officials also said that Daesh claims responsibility for attacks in Afghanistan that are carried out by criminals.
“Daesh is not a serious threat to Afghanistan’s security, and they (Daesh) are not able to threaten Afghanistan’s
security,” said Saeed Khosti, spokesman for the Mol.

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) officials say that Daesh has no active presence in the country and falsely claim
responsibility for attacks.[...]

This comes after IEA forces raided a Daesh (ISIS-K) hideout north of Kabul on Friday, killing and arresting an
unspecified number of militants, an IEA spokesman said.

IEA spokesman Bilal Karimi told The Associated Press that Friday’s raid took place in the city of Charikar in Parwan
province. He did not provide more details.

The raid followed an arrest by the IEA of two Daesh members linked to a roadside bombing that targeted an IEA
vehicle in the city on Friday, wounding four members. The two were questioned and the information they provided
helped the IEA identify the hideout, Karimi said.”

The Guardian, Civilians killed in deadliest Kabul attack since US withdrawal, 3 October 2021

“IS militants have stepped up attacks against the Taliban since their mid-August takeover, signalling a widening
conflict between them. IS maintains a strong presence in the eastern province of Nangarhar, where it has claimed
responsibility for several killings in the provincial capital of Jalalabad. [...]

Attacks in Kabul have so far been rare, but in recent weeks IS has shown signs it is expanding its footprint beyond
the east and closer toward the capital. On Friday Taliban fighters raided an IS hideout just north of Kabul in Parwan
province. The raid came after an IS roadside bomb wounded four Taliban fighters in the area.”

Long War Journal, Testimony: The Biden’s Administration policy in Afghanistan, 30 September 2021
“Al-Qaeda retained a significant footprint in Afghanistan throughout the war. At FDD’s Long War Journal, my
colleague Bill Roggio and | have documented this footprint for more than a dozen years. Other sources have recently
recognized al-Qaeda’s current network inside the country. For example, a team of experts working for the UN
Security Council reported earlier this year that al-Qaeda has an active presence in at least 15 of Afghanistan’s 34
provinces.2 This assessment is broadly consistent with al-Qaeda’s own reporting, via its Arabic newsletter Thabat,
as well as with reporting by other sources.3 The U.S. Treasury Department warned in January that al-Qaeda has been
“gaining strength in Afghanistan while continuing to operate with the Taliban under the Taliban’s protection.” Al-
Qaeda has a “network of mentors and advisers who are embedded with the Taliban, providing advice, guidance, and
financial support.”4 Much of al-Qaeda’s focus inside Afghanistan has been on winning the war. Now that the war
has been won, al-Qaeda’s personnel in Afghanistan will have the resources to devote to other missions, both
throughout the region and globally. [...]

ISKP continues to pose a threat throughout the region. ISKP’s network extends into Pakistan, where it has conducted
a string of attacks. The group has also demonstrated some capability to strike in the Central Asian nations. In July
2018, a team of Islamic State terrorists ran over American and European cyclists in Tajikistan, killing four people.5
ISKP has also recruited members from throughout Central Asia who could potentially return to their home countries
to conduct attacks.

ISKP poses some degree of threat outside of Central and South Asia as well. In the summer of 2016, three men
allegedly conspired to carry out terrorist attacks in New York City on behalf of the Islamic State.6 American
investigators discovered that the trio had at least some contact with ISKP’s jihadists. In April 2020, German
authorities broke up a cell of four Tajik nationals who were allegedly preparing to attack U.S. and NATO military
facilities.7 Given ISKP’s open hostility to the United States, as demonstrated by the August 26 suicide bombing
outside the airport in Kabul, military and intelligence officials will have to continue monitoring the group.
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resolution 2557 (2020) concerning the Taliban and other associated individuals and entities constituting a threat to the peace
stability and security of Afghanistan,” April 28, 2021, page 12. (https://www.undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/S/2021/486)

3 Bill Roggio, “Analysis: Al Qaeda continues to operate throughout Afghanistan,” FDD’s Long War Journal, April 8, 2021.
(https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/04/analysis-al-qaeda-continues-to-operate-throughout- afghanistan.php)

4 U.S. Department of the Treasury, Memorandum for Department of Defense Lead Inspector General, “Operation Inherent
Resolve - Summary of Work Performed by the Department of the Treasury Related to Terrorist Financing, ISIS, and Anti-Money
Laundering for First Quarter Fiscal Year 2021,” January 4, 2021.
(https://oig.treasury.gov/sites/oig/files/2021-01/01G-CA-21-012.pdf)

5 Thomas Joscelyn, “Assailants in Tajikistan swore allegiance to Baghdadi before attack,” FDD’s Long War Journal, July 31, 2018.
(https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/07/assailants-in-tajikistan-swore-allegiance- to-baghdadi-before-attack.php)

6 U.S. Department of Justice, Press Release, “Charges Unsealed Against Three Men for Plotting to Carry out Terrorist Attacks in
New York City for ISIS in the Summer of 2016,” October 6, 2017.
(https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/charges-unsealed-against-three-men-plotting-carry-out-terrorist-attacks-new-york- city-isis)

7 Nodirbek Soliev, “The April 2020 Islamic State Terror Plot Against U.S. and NATO Military Bases in Germany: The Tajik
Connection,” CTC Sentinel, January 2021, Volume 14, Issue 1. (https://ctc.usma.edu/the-april-2020- islamic-state-terror-plot-
against-u-s-and-nato-military-bases-in-germany-the-tajik-connection)”

Long War Journal, Islamic State bombs Taliban convoys in eastern Afghanistan, 20 September 2021

“The Islamic State’s Khorasan Province has claimed responsibility for a series of bombings that targeted Taliban
convoys throughout the city of Jalalabad, the capital of Nangarhar province. The group claims that 35 Taliban
members were killed or wounded in the attacks, though the casualty figures could not be independently verified.
[...]

The so-called caliphate’s men previously controlled a number of districts in Nangarhar. The Islamic State even seized
ground in the Tora Bora Mountains, which were once home to Osama bin Laden.

As of early 2016, the Islamic State’s men reportedly controlled 10 districts in Nangarhar. However, their safe haven
shrunk in the months that followed. They lost their turf after battling the U.S. military, security forces for the now
deposed Afghan government, as well as rival jihadists from the Taliban and al Qaeda.

Even after losing its turf, the Islamic State retained a terror network in Nangarhar. That network received a new
influx of personnel in recent months, as thousands of jihadists were freed from Afghanistan’s jails, including in
Jalalabad.”

Danish Immigration Service, Afghanistan Recent developments in the security situation, impact on
civilians and targeted individuals, 8 September 2021

[The Danish Immigration Service lists the National Resistance Front (NRF), Al-Qaeda, Islamic State of Khorasan
Province (ISKP), and Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) as actors in Afghanistan besides the Taliban.]
“Although these rapid developments in the conflict have put the Taliban in control of all of Afghanistan but the
Panjshir Valley and other small pockets of resistance, it should be noted that the Taliban does not constitute the
only actor in the country.”

General security situation

ACLED, Regional Overview: South Asia and Afghanistan 11-17 June 2022, 23 June 2022

“In Afghanistan, clashes between the Taliban and various armed groups, including IS and anti-Taliban groups,
continued last week. IS targeted the Taliban in Kabul city and Kunar and Laghman provinces. The Taliban killed seven
IS militants and a commander during anti-IS operations in Talogan district of Takhar province. Two civilians were
also killed and at least two injured during the clashes in Kunar and Takhar. Meanwhile, the National Resistance Front
(NRF) continued its attacks on the Taliban in Parwan, Takhar, Kapisa, Baghlan, and Badakhshan provinces last week.
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Further clashes took place in Panjshir province, where the Taliban deployed new troops (Hasht-e Subh, 17 June
2022), with the Taliban attacking the NRF in Shutul, Rukha, and Unaba districts. Several other anti-Taliban groups
also targeted the Taliban last week. In Mohammad Agha district of Logar province, the Watandost Front claimed to
have killed five Taliban members. This is the second recorded attack by the Watandost Front, which claims to have
seized a village from the Taliban in Ghazni province in May. Additionally, the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan
claims to have killed Taliban commanders in Helmand province and the intelligence director of the military university
in Kabul (Facebook @aazadagan, 15 June 2022). The Afghanistan Liberation Movement also claims the killings of
over a dozen Taliban members in Wardak and Urozgan provinces, including the deputy governor of Chak-e-Wardak
district of Wardak. Violence targeting civilians also persisted last week, with attacks carried out by both the Taliban
and IS. In Mazar-e-Sharif city of Balkh province, IS attacked a vehicle carrying airport staff, killing at least two people.
In Kabul city, an I1S-planted explosive killed at least four workers of Pul-e-Charki prison. Meanwhile, an unidentified
group detonated a bomb inside a mosque during Friday prayers in Hazrati Imam Sahib district of Kunduz province,
killing at least one civilian and wounding dozens. This was the second mosque bombing in Hazrati Imam Sahib district
this year, following an attack in April that killed dozens. ACLED’s Subnational Surge Tracker first warned of increased
violence to come in Kunduz in the past month. Taliban forces also targeted civilians across the country, including
beating, detaining, or killing civilians for shaving off beards or playing music during weddings. In Takhar province,
Taliban forces arrested 30 women students for leaving their dormitories without the Taliban’s permission. While 10
students were later released, the whereabouts of the rest remain unknown (Afghan Women News, 20 June 2022).”

"The overall security environment is becoming increasingly unpredictable. We are seeing clashes between forces of
the de facto authorities and the armed political opposition, especially in Panjshir and Baghlan provinces, as well as
improvised explosive device attacks and targeted assassination against de facto authority targets by both armed
political opposition and ISIL-KP. Armed opposition attacks against de facto authorities doubled in May compared to
April. The number of ISIL-KP attacks has generally decreased compared to same period last year, but their geographic
scope has widened to 11 provinces as compared to six previously."

Jamestown Foundation (Central Asia), Russia, China and the US Assist Tajikistan in Strengthening Its
Troubled Border With Afghanistan, 22 June 2022

"In the ten months since seizing power in Afghanistan, the Taliban has consistently stressed that its political control
has eliminated armed unrest in the country. But undercutting the mullahcracy’s confident assertions is ongoing
resistance centered in the northern Panjshir and Baghlan provinces. Last month (May), the National Resistance
Forces of Afghanistan (NRF), a loose alliance of anti-Taliban factions consisting primarily of former members of the
country’s military and police (many of them trained by the United States military), recently announced a new
offensive against the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate (IE) to “liberate” the Panjshir and Andarab valleys (Hasht e Subh, May
8).

Further muddying the situation as the Afghan IE attempts to reassert its authority in Takhar and Badakhshan border
provinces, Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISIS-KP) militants have not only also contested the Taliban’s control but
even fired rockets into neighboring Tajikistan. The fluid security situation on the Tajikistani-Afghan frontier has
attracted the attention of Russia, China and the US. Each of these rival powers is providing assistance to Tajikistan
to strengthen its southern border with Afghanistan while Dushanbe simultaneously copes with domestic
disturbances in its restive eastern Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast (GBAO) (see EDM, May 24, June 1).

In a rare bilateral convergence of efforts, both Moscow and Washington are contributing money and expertise to
help strengthen Tajikistan’s southern frontier with Afghanistan. While Russia began offering military security
assistance to Tajikistan immediately following the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, the US has provided Tajikistan
with over $300 million since 2002 to help combat security threats. Moreover, the United States is planning to help
fund construction of Tajikistan’s new border guard facility at Ayvoj in 2022 (Tj.usembassy.gov, September 1, 2021).
Since 2016, China has also assisted Tajikistan, having built a security post near Shaymak, in Tajikistan’s GBAO, to
monitor Afghanistan’s eastern Wakkan Corridor (see EDM, December 7, 2021; The Straits Times, October 29, 2021).
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Efforts to reinforce Tajikistan’s southern border represent the most significant international intervention in South
Asia since the Taliban victory in Afghanistan ten months ago.”

Gandhara, Two Killed, Almost 30 Wounded In Afghan Market Attack Amid Spate Of Attacks, 20 June 2022
“At least two people are dead and 28 others wounded after an explosion ripped through a market in the eastern
Afghan province of Nangarhar. Officials from the Taliban Information and Culture Department in Nangarhar told
RFE/RL that five Taliban members were among those injured in the June 20 blast. They did not give a cause for the
explosion or the target, but local media reported that it was a car bomb aimed at killing a local Taliban official. No
group or individual has claimed responsibility for the blast The UN mission to Afghanistan immediately condemned
the attack, saying children were among the casualties. "UNAMA condemns this morning's attack in a crowded bazaar
in Nangarhar province which killed and wounded scores of civilians, among them some children," the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said on Twitter. "Continuing attacks targeting civilians across
Afghanistan must cease immediately," UNAMA added. A spate of attacks has rocked the country in recent days. Over
the weekend, members of the local branch of the Islamic State militant group attacked a Sikh shrine in Kabul, killing
two people and wounding seven others, while a car bomb exploded in the 15th district of Kabul, killing two people.”

Tolo News, 2 Civilians Killed, 28 Wounded in Nangarhar Blast, 20 June 2022

“At least 2 civilians were killed and 28 others including 5 members of the Islamic Emirate forces were wounded in a
blast today in Ghani district in Nangarhar, said the local department of information and culture. The blast took place
in the morning in Shirgar market, according to the department. The provincial department of information and culture
said the blast was due to a magnetic mine targeting the vehicle of the head of the district health department. The
wounded have been brought to the provincial hospital. No one has yet claimed responsibility for the blast.”

AVA, Daesh claimed responsibility for an attack on a Hindu Temple in Kabul, 19 June 2022

“The Daesh terrorist group claimed responsibility for a deadly attack yesterday (Saturday, June 18) on a Hindu
Temple in Karte Parwan, Kabul province. Afghan Voice Agency (AVA) - Kabul: At least two people, including a Sikh
citizen and an Islamic Emirate force, were killed and seven others were injured in an attack on a Sikh Gudwara
yesterday. Interior Ministry spokesman told to media that the assailants targeted the guards with hand grenades
before entering the Temple, then entered and clashed with security forces for two hours. Yesterday's attack, which
targeted the Temple of a non-Muslim minority in Kabul, provoked national and international reactions. Meanwhile,
the Sikh Dump Management Committee in Delhi called on the Indian government to relocate the remaining
members of the Afghan Sikh community to the country. The committee condemned the attack on the Sikh Gudwara
in Kabul and expressed concern about the future security of the Sikh minority.”

DW, Afghanistan: Deadly attack hits Kabul Sikh temple, 18 June 2022

“Several blasts and gunfire hit a Sikh temple in the Afghan capital, Kabul, on Saturday, a Taliban official and witnesses
said. At least two people were killed and seven others injured after two gunmen assailed the temple in an hourslong
attack, according to Abdul Nafi Takor, a Taliban-appointed spokesperson for the Interior Ministry. He said the
assailants also died in fighting against Taliban security forces. Those killed included a Sikh worshipper and a member
of the security forces, he said. A car bomb also detonated in the area but caused no casualties, Takor said earlier.
Videos on social media showed black smoke emanating from the temple in Kabul's Bagh-e Bala neighborhood.
Gunfire can also be heard in the videos. Who might be behind the attack? There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the attack. However, a regional affiliate of the extremist "Islamic State" (IS) group known as the
Islamic State in Khorasan Province has lately increased attacks on mosques and minorities across the country. An
attack claimed by the IS at another Sikh temple in Kabul in 2020 killed 25. The group is seen as the greatest security
challenge facing the country's Taliban rulers, who have been clamping down on IS in eastern Afghanistan since
seizing control of the country in August last year.”

AVA, Consultation of US and Tajik officials / security of Tajikistan-Afghanistan border is going to be
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increased, 18 June 2022

“The US Central Command (Centcom) has announced that General Michael Kurilla met with the President of
Tajikistan and other high-ranking officials. According to the US agency, important security issues, including improving
the security of Tajikistan and Afghanistan border, were at the issues of the talks. Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), US
Central Command (Centcom) says it is ready to train and equip Tajik security forces to defend its borders. During a
two-day visit to Dushanbe, Gen. Michael Kurilla, Commander of US Central Command (Centcom), met with Tajik
President and senior security officials to discuss important security issues, including improving border security.
"Tajikistan's strong borders are vital to the security of the whole of Central Asia," he said. Kurillah also clarified that
security co-operation with Tajik security forces is focused on the fight against terrorism and border security
operations. CENTCOM'’s support for Tajikistan includes the installation of ground sensors, telecommunications
equipment and patrol vehicles for Tajik border guards. Gen. Kurilla stressed that the US Special Forces have gained
extensive experience in the fight against terrorism over the past 20 years and can share that experience with the
Tajik Armed Forces. General Kurilla assured Tajik officials that assistance to Tajikistan will continue. "l am committed
to the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of Tajikistan," he said. However, after the Islamic Emirate took
control of Afghanistan, the Tajik government has repeatedly expressed concern about the possibility of insecurity
on the border with Afghanistan.”

AVA, Several explosions in Kabul, 18 June 2022

“Afghan Voice Agency (AVA) - Kabul: According to eyewitness, these explosions took place on Saturday morning
(June 18) at a nearby Hindu temple. Eyewitnesses say that in the aftermath of the several explosions, firing were
also heard in the area. Manjinder Singh Sirsa The head of the Sikh Gurdwara in Delhi says that the Hindu temple in
Kabul has been attacked by terrorist. He wrote in Twitter that explosions has taken place in the precincts of the
temple. Mr. Sirsa added that Gornamo Singh the person in charge of the place of worship has spoken with him.
Videos published in social media indicate that Hindus were not harmed in the incident, and based on some reports,
this morning they had gathered for a religious ceremony. The Interior Ministry has not yet commented on the nature
of the blasts. No individual or group has claimed responsibility for the blast. It is said that two years ago, a number
of terrorist entered to the Hindu Temple and killed many hindus. Meanwhile, Zabihullah Mujahid The "Islamic
Emirate" spokesman said last week that the government is committed to protecting civil, religious freedoms and
supporting all Afghan in every sections.”

BBC, Afghanistan gurdwara attack: Sikhs say 'We don't feel safe', 18 June 2022

“The attack on a Sikh prayer site in the Afghan capital, Kabul, began early in the morning. Militants opened fire
outside the fortified doors leading to the compound housing a Sikh gurdwara, as well as the homes of members of
the community. The assailants killed the security guard, and armed with grenades they managed to make their way
inside, whilst Taliban members stationed at nearby checkpoints rushed after them. "My house is just in front of the
gurdwara, as soon as | heard firing | looked out the window, people were saying attackers are inside," Kuljit Singh
Khalsa told the BBC. "It was chaos, then all of a sudden there was a blast from outside." A bomb hidden inside a car,
parked next to a Taliban checkpost, had been detonated, killing the unit's commander and ripping through the
surrounding shops and homes. The attack had begun around half and hour before daily morning prayers were due
to start. "If it had been later, there would've been even more people inside," Mr Khalsa said. [...] So far, there has
been no claim of responsibility but it appears likely that IS was also behind this latest attack. Afghanistan's Shia and
Sufi Muslim minorities have also repeatedly been targeted by the group. IS is much less powerful than the Taliban
and does not control any territory, but has been responsible for some of the deadliest attacks in the country's history.
Overall, levels of violence in Afghanistan have fallen dramatically since the Taliban returned to power - ending their
insurgency - but IS is undermining the Taliban's promise to have finally brought security to the nation. [...] All the
attackers were killed around three hours after the assault began, during which time intense gunfire and multiple
explosions could be heard. At least one Sikh man and one member of the Taliban's security forces were killed.
Wandering through the still smoking wreckage of the Gurdwara, Sikh community members said they were grateful
for the Taliban's help in bringing the attack to an end, but that they did not feel safe and wanted to leave the country.
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"We've appealed a lot to the Indian government, to find a way to give us visas, we don't want to live here anymore,"
said Sukhbir Singh Khalsa. "Those of us left here are only here because we don't have visas, no-one wants to stay
here. This has happened now, tomorrow it will happen again, and then again after that."”

Al Jazeera, One killed, several wounded in Afghan mosque bombing: Police, 17 June 2022

“An explosion at a mosque in Afghanistan’s northern Kunduz province has killed at least one worshipper and
wounded seven others, a Taliban official said. Dozens of people had gathered inside the mosque in the district of
Imam Sahib for Friday prayers when an explosive device detonated, said Obaidullah Abedi, the Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the Kunduz police chief.”

UNOCHR, Oral update on Afghanistan Statement by Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, 15 June 2022

“Afghan women are rapidly facing the worst-case scenario many feared. While Afghanistan has ratified a number of
international treaties including the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the de
facto authorities remain far from complying with those international obligations, in both policy and practice, to
respect and protect the rights of women and girls. [...] During my visit, | recognised the significance of the general
amnesty granted to the former officials of the former Government and members of the security forces, as an
important step towards reconciliation after so many decades of war. | am however concerned that the Human Rights
Service of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) continues to receive credible reports of arbitrary
arrests and detention, ill-treatment and extra-judicial killings — particularly of persons associated with the former
government and its institutions. [...] UNAMA also continues to record the impact of attacks on civilians. In April alone,
a spate of improvised explosive devices attacks resulted in civilians being killed and injured at schools, places of
worship, markets and while on public transportation. Ethnic and religious minorities have also been directly
attacked. | remind the de facto authorities of their responsibility to protect all Afghans subject to their control. | also
remain concerned about the information received of alleged human rights violations and abuses against civilians in
the northern provinces, including Panjshir, which have recently seen clashes between the de facto security forces
and fighters affiliated with the National Resistance Front. There are serious allegations, which require verification,
that civilians have been exposed to violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian law,
including arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings, and torture. | call upon both parties to this conflict to observe
restraint and to fully respect international human rights law and applicable international humanitarian law.”

AVA, Militant commander killed in special forces raid in Kabul, 13 June 2022

“Zabiullah Mujahid, the IEA’s spokesman, said the militant commander was killed and another was arrested during
the operation. Mujahid did not however say which group the insurgent belonged to. “A prominent enemy
commander named Yusof had been killed and another named Mohammad Agha had been arrested during the
operation,” Mujahid tweeted. “These people were important members of a group of enemies who were responsible
for attacking mosques and other worship places in Kabul and blowing up electricity pylons,” Mujahid added. Mujahid
also said further details of the operation would be shared with the media later.”

AVA, Gunmen shoot airport workers in Balkh, 13 June 2022

“Gunmen opened fire on a vehicle carrying airport workers in Afghanistan’s northern Balkh province on Sunday,
killing two of them and wounding six more, police said. Afghan Voice Agency(AVA)_Monitoring, The attack happened
as the victims were travelling from Mazar-i-Sharif International Airport to the city center. Asif Waziri, a spokesman
for Balkh police, said that the attack happened around 3:00p.m. in PD 10 of the provincial capital Mazar-i-Sharif.
There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack.”

Ariana News, Seven Daesh members killed in Takhar operation, 12 June 2022
“Seven members of Daesh militant group were killed in an operation by security forces in Afghanistan’s northern
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Takhar province on Saturday, police said. The militants were hiding in a house in Prozhay Sharqi, District 4 of the
provincial capital Talugan. Habibullah Shakir, the police chief of Takhar, said that security forces carried out the raid
on Saturday afternoon based on an intelligence report. He said that the operation lasted for one hour, as a result of
which seven militants were killed, three more were arrested and some weapons and ammunition were seized. Two
civilians were also killed during the raid, he said. Zabihullah Mujahid, the government’s spokesman, said the raid
targeted Daesh’s funding, equipping and training center. He said that eight key militants including their commander
Yonus Uzbekistani were killed in the operation. Separately, Sunday saw two bomb blasts happening in northeastern
provinces of Badakhshan and Kunduz. One child was injured in the Badakhshan explosion while the one in Kunduz
left three people wounded.”

AVA, UNAMA'’s outgoing head meets with Haggani, 12 June 2022

“In a series of tweets Saturday night Lyons said that in a meeting with Sirajuddin Haqqani, the acting minister of
interior, she emphasized the need to fight terrorism and narcotics and to strengthen cooperation for humanitarian
operations. She also said there was a need to work together to fight the recent cholera outbreak in the country. The
Ministry of Interior also issued a statement acknowledging the importance of the work done by Lyons and said they
appreciated her efforts and her level of engagement with the new authorities. Meanwhile, Lyons said during another
meeting with Abdullah that they discussed the fight against terrorism and the key role to be played by regional
countries in creating peace and stability in Afghanistan. These were Lyons’ final meetings in Afghanistan after her
two year tenure ended this past week.”

AVA, Dr. Abdullah met with the UN Secretary-General's Special Representative in Kabul, 12 June 2022
“The UN Secretary-General's Special Representative in Kabul announced his meeting with Dr. Abdullah last night
(Saturday, June 11). According to her; the fight against terrorism was one of the important topics discussed during
the meeting. Afghan Voice Agency (AVA): Deborah Lines, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in
Kabul, said on Twitter last night (June 11) that she had two separate meetings with Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, chairman
of the former National Reconciliation Council, and Sirajuddin Hagqgani, Minister The interior of the Islamic Emirate
has emphasized the importance of the fight against terrorism. In a meeting with Dr. Abdullah Abdullah spoke about
the fight against terrorism and the region's key role in shaping Afghanistan's future. Ms. Lines also recalled her
meeting with Sirajuddin Haggani in another tweet, saying that the focus was on fighting terrorism, counter-narcotics,
strengthening cooperation for humanitarian operations, and responding to the recent cholera outbreak. Meanwhile,
Ms. Lions's mission is nearing completion and she recently held farewell meetings with UN diplomats.”

AVA, Security Situation in Parwan is Admissible, 12 June 2022

“During a meeting, in Sapedar palace the chief police commander of Parwan Mawlawi Azizullah provided details on
the security situation and said security and peace are ensured in the province, according to a statement. Deputy
Prime Minister Kabir praised the security situation in that province, said the Islamic Emirate security forces are in
the service of the people, and will never spare any efforts in this respect. In the meeting, the deputy political directed
the Necessary orders to the chief police commander of Parwan and other local member officials of the province to
ensure better security in that province. Parwan is one of Kabul’s neighboring provinces to the north, which after the
collapse of the former government, witness no insecurity or security incidents on the rise of the Islamic Emirate.”

Pajhwok, 15 people killed, 4 injured in Afghanistan last week, 11 June 2022

“Nineteen people were killed and injured in Afghanistan last week, while views expressed by different countries and
international organizations regarding Afghanistan showed that the country was still under their focus. [...] Last week,
15 people were killed and four others were injured in Afghanistan last week. According to reports one civilian, five
security personnel were killed and another civilian was injured in a roadside blast in Kandahar province last week.
The landmine was planted in the past. A man was also killed as a result of a blast in Kunduz province. According to
local sources, unknown gunmen killed two persons in Baghlan and Kunduz provinces while bodies of three persons
were recovered in Baghlan last week. Reports showed Pakistani forces shot dead a man in the Angor Ada area when
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the slain person wanted to cross the Durand Line into Pakistan. One person was killed and another injured as a result
of a violent dispute between two families in Uruzgan province. In Nangahrar, security forces killed one person over
alleged robbery and injured two others. [...] According to weekly Pajhwok reports, last week six people were killed
and four others injured in Afghanistan.”

Al Jazeera, Minibus bomb attack kills four in Afghan capital: Police, 11 June 2022

“A bomb blast on a minibus killed at least four people and injured several others in the Afghan capital Kabul, police
said. The explosion on Saturday occurred in the eastern Bagrami district of the city, according to Afghanistan’s
TOLOnews network, and is the latest in a series of deadly blasts that have rocked Afghanistan in recent months. [...]
Police spokesman Khalid Zadran said a team of Taliban security personnel had been deployed to the area to
investigate the bombing of the minibus, which had caught fire. No group has so far claimed responsibility for the
blast that occurred in an area mainly inhabited by members of the Sunni Pashtun community. Bomb attacks have
increased recently in Afghanistan, as the Taliban marks almost a year since seizing power in August 2021.”

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 28 MAY-3 JUNE 2022, 9 June 2022

“Last week in South Asia and Afghanistan, Taliban forces came under attack from anti-Taliban groups, the Islamic
State (IS), and the National Resistance Front (NRF) in Afghanistan. Civilians in Panjshir province were detained and
reportedly tortured following NRF-Taliban clashes. In Pakistan, IS and unknown groups clashed with security forces
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, while Baloch separatists increased attacks against security forces and civilians in
Balochistan. In India, security forces conducted operations against militant groups amid increasing militant attacks
on civilians in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), while communal clashes broke out between Muslim and Hindu groups in
Uttar Pradesh state. In Sri Lanka, anti-government demonstrations continued amid the country’s worst economic
crisis in decades. In Bangladesh, clashes involving Bangladesh Awami League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) supporters continued across several divisions. In Afghanistan, the Taliban continued to arrest and reportedly
torture civilians across Panjshir province last week, accusing them of cooperating with NRF forces. In Hissa-e-Awal
(Khinj) district, 100 people were arrested on 1 June, including minors and the elderly, despite local residents
contending that the detained did not have any links to the NRF (Subhe Kabul, 2 June 2022). In Badakhshan province,
civilians were also forcibly recruited to fight against the NRF, with the Taliban reportedly torturing those who refused
(Hasht e Subh, 1 June 2022). The arrest and reported torture of civilians comes amid ongoing clashes between the
Taliban and the NRF, mostly centered in Baghlan and Panjshir provinces. These trends contribute to the 225%
increase in violence in Panjshir in the past month relative to the past year flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Threat
Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in Panjshir in the past month. Other
armed groups, including the Afghanistan Liberation Movement, the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan (NLFA),
and IS, also continued to target Taliban forces last week. The Afghanistan Liberation Movement claims the killing of
eight Taliban members in Qalat district of Zabul, and the NLFA claims attacks in Kandahar and Takhar province. In
Kandahar, the NLFA killed a senior Taliban commander during an attack in Zhire district. In Takhar, the group
attacked a prison in Talogan city, freeing two former military officers and killing nine Taliban members. Meanwhile,
IS increased its attacks on Taliban forces compared to the week prior, killing at least seven Taliban members in Kabul,
Kunar, Kunduz, and Nangarhar.”

JURIST, Afghanistan dispatch: ‘An oppressive regime will eventually be met with defiance.’, 9 June 2022

“Law students and lawyers in Afghanistan are filing reports with JURIST on the situation there after the Taliban
takeover. Here, a law student in Kabul reports on conflict between Taliban fighter and resistance forces in the
Panjshir valley area of the country. For privacy and security reasons, we are withholding our correspondent’s name.
The text has only been lightly edited to respect the author’s voice. The Afghan resistance war on the Taliban is very
likely to escalate, according to a recent report by UN experts. The report notes that the main military threats against
Taliban are the National Resistance Force-NRF (an anti-Taliban movement made of The Northern Alliance that fought
against the Soviets, plus former government military personnel), and ISIS-K. The Taliban have proved to be
fragmented, and internal conflicts are evident all the way to the bottom of their ranks. In recent months, the Taliban
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have preferred members of their own ethnic group in provinces which are made up of predominantly Persian
speakers, have confiscated lands from Hazara people and awarded them to Pashtuns, have conducted targeted
killings of former military personnel, and — the jewel on top — have sexually harassed women whose husbands or
other family members have fought against them in the past. An oppressive regime will eventually be met with
defiance. Given the history of Afghanistan, the day of a full uprising is not far off; and the provocative and oppressing
behaviour of the Taliban against other ethnic groups — such as backing their own tribal members and kin to
monopolize trade, government jobs and any service a government is expected to provide — is making the idea of an
uprising and a full escalated war against them more plausible and expected. The UN report speculates that after
weather change in the country the fighting against Taliban could intensify. The Washington Post meanwhile reports
that Taliban are engaged in fighting in Panjshir province, noting that the “Taliban have been denying any conflict,
yet thousands of their fighters are stationed in the valley”. The fighting in Panjshir has been intense and more than
a hundred Taliban have been killed and many more injured in recent weeks. The NRF has been fairly successful in
their guerrilla attacks and have taken out Taliban fighters and important figures in the valley. The major part of the
casualties inflicted on the Taliban come from their own counter offenses to finish of the resistance once and for all,
but having the higher ground gives the NRF an incredible advantage in keeping them at a distance and carrying out
strikes which have delivered fatal blows to Taliban fighters. In response, the Taliban have been detaining hundereds
of civilians in Panjshir, have carried out tens of field excutions and have been torturing freinds and families of the
NRF members for information, some of whom have been reported dead after intense torture. In one incident a
shepherd was killed by torture and his family were threatend to keep his death quiet or meet the same fate as him.
Crimes against humanity, genocide and death by torture are happening in Panjsher, Andarab and Takhar provinces
as | write this report. An open letter to the UN has been signed by 60 experts, professors and PhD holders around
the world to call for an immediate stop to human rights violation against Tajiks in the aforementioned provinces.”

Gandhara, 'Rubbing Salt Into Our Wounds': In Pakistan, Opposition Grows To Impending Deal With Tehrik-
e Taliban, 8 June 2022

“Lawyer Fazal Khan says he feels furious following Pakistan's ongoing peace negotiations with the hard-line militant
group Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP). His eldest son, eighth-grader Sahibzada Omar Khan, was killed in the TTP's
most horrific attack.”

Gandhara, Taliban Accused of Forced Evictions As Fighting Intensifies In Northern Afghanistan, 7 June
2022

“The Taliban captured Baghlan and Panjshir in early September, weeks after toppling the Western-backed Afghan
government and seizing power in Kabul. Since April, deadly clashes have erupted between resistance forces and the
Taliban in both provinces. Last month, heavy clashes broke out in parts of Panjshir, a traditional hotbed of ethnic
Tajik resistance to the Pashtun-dominated Taliban. Residents alleged that some civilians accused of having links with
the NRF were executed. Others were beaten and tortured in Taliban custody, they said."

"Meanwhile, locals told Radio Azadi that the Taliban detained more than 100 civilians in the Paryan district of
Panjshir in the past week. Their whereabouts are unknown. Earlier, the Taliban said it had detained an unspecified
number of people accused of having links with the NRF. Locals have also alleged that Taliban fighters have
recently beheaded several NRF fighters who were captured, a claim the Taliban has rejected. The ongoing fighting
has forced thousands of people to flee their homes in Panjshir."

DW, Taliban faces threats from 'Islamic State', UN Says, 3 June 2022

"The Taliban regime faces multiple threats from al-Qaida, the "Islamic State" (IS) group, and an insurgency in the
northern region of Panjshir, according to a new report prepared for the UN Security Council.

The report suggested that neither IS nor al-Qaida is expected to be able to launch international attacks "before 2023
at the earliest, regardless of their intent or of whether the Taliban acts to restrain them."
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ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 21-27 MAY 2022, 1 June 2022

“Last week in South Asia and Afghanistan, Islamic State (IS), unknown groups, and the Taliban attacked civilians in
Afghanistan, while anti-Taliban groups and IS continued to attack the Taliban. [...] In Afghanistan, IS, unidentified
groups, and the Taliban targeted civilians last week. On 25 May, at least nine civilians were killed and dozens injured
in Mazar-e-Sharif city in Balkh province when remote bombs detonated in three minibuses carrying people from the
Hazara community. IS claimed responsibility for the attack (Al Jazeera, 25 May 2022). This attack was the third IS
attack in Mazar-e-Sharif city in the past month, with the previous attacks targeting Shiite Muslims. On the same day,
another explosion occurred inside a mosque in Kabul city, killing at least five people. Similar to other deadly mosque
attacks in Kabul on 29 April and 13 May, the perpetrators of the attack remain unknown.

Taliban forces also carried out attacks targeting civilians across the country. Among these attacks, the Taliban
opened fire at a wedding ceremony in Surkh Rud district of Nangarhar province for unclear reasons, injuring the
bride and many others. The Taliban also targeted civilians for playing music in Kabul city.

Meanwhile, anti-Taliban groups carried out attacks against the Taliban across the country last week. The National
Resistance Front (NRF) continued offensives in Panjshir province, as well as Parwan and Kapisa, claiming to have
killed at least 40 Taliban members in Panjshir. Meanwhile, the Taliban reportedly conducted operations against two
NRF bases in the province. Taliban forces also continued to detain and torture locals in Panjshir, including elders and
children (Hasht-e Subh, 26 May 2022). These trends contribute to the 256% increase in violence in the province last
month relative to the past year, as flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Threat Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first
warned of this increased violence to come in Panjshir in the past month. Elsewhere, in Ghazni province, the
Afghanistan Liberation Movement claimed to have killed the Taliban’s chief of intelligence in a mine explosion
(Shafagna, 27 May 2022). In Kabul province, the National Liberation Front of Afghanistan claimed to have conducted
an attack on the Taliban police chief’s house in Qarabagh district, reportedly killing seven Taliban members (Subhe
Kabul, 25 May 2022).

IS also carried out multiple attacks against the Taliban in Kabul city, including a suicide bombing that killed at least
two Taliban members during a commemoration ceremony for former Taliban leader Akhtar Mansour (TOLO News,
22 May 2022; Twitter @Natsecjeff, 22 May 2022). IS also targeted a Taliban vehicle with an explosive device, killing
or injuring all those on board.”

Tolo News, Jirga in Kabul From Tribal Areas for Talks With TTP: Report, 1 June 2022

“A grand Jirga of 50 people arrived in Kabul on Wednesday morning to attend the ongoing negotiations between the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the government of Pakistan, a Pakistan news agency reported. According to
the report, the Prime Minister Mullah Hassan Akhund also met with the two sides. “The tribal elder of Pakistan and
other important figures are in Kabul. The Jirga will assist in talks going on between the Pakistan government
institutions and TTP,” said Tahir Khan, a Pakistani government official. The talks are said to be focusing on the
extension of a ceasefire, the implementation of Shariah law, release of TTP prisoners and the return of the tribal
areas to their previous state. “Pakistan had good relations with the Afghan Taliban before and now as well. The
Pakistani Taliban has relations with the Afghan Taliban,” said Shir Hassan Hassan, a political analyst. “Now, there is
this drama of negotiations under the title of peace, they (Pakistan) want to show the world that the Afghan Taliban
has relations with the Pakistani Taliban,” said Azizi Marij, a military analyst. The Islamic Emirate has yet to comment
on this.”

Pajhwok, Peace Monitor: Weekly Report: 21 killed, 38 injured in Afghanistan last week, 28 May 2022

KABUL (Pajhwok): Fifty-nine people were killed and wounded across Afghanistan in violent incidents last week when
the formation of a planned grand jirga, structure of the Reconciliation Commission and strategy for hijab evoked
mixed reactions. [...] Twenty-one people were killed and 38 others injured, excluding casualties from natural
disasters, in Afghanistan last week. According to reports, six people were killed and 18 others injured in a bomb blast
inside a mosque in Kabul last week. Ten people were killed and 15 others injured in seprate blasts in northern Balkh
province. Daesh claimed responsibility for the Balkh attacks. Last week, two pople were wounded in a mortar shell
blast in Uruzgan and Kandahar provinces. Two people were killed in security forces’ firing on a wedding procession
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in Nangarhar province. A man was killed in Maidan Wardak province last week when one person was injured in
Kabul. Reports said unknown gunmen killed a woman in Faryab last week while security force killed three kidnappers
during a raid in Parwan province. [...] During the previous week, 17 people had been killed and 16 others injured in
Afghanistan.”

The National News, Explosions in Afghanistan kill 14 people, 26 May 2022
“The explosions targeted one mosque and three minivans”

OHCHR, Statement by Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Richard
Bennett, concluding his visit to Kabul and Balkh and Kandahar provinces carried out from 15 to 26 May
2022 (reduction in armed fighting and civilian casualties since August 2021; deterioration of the human
rights situation; humanitarian and economic crisis), 26 May 2022

“The expert expresses concern about information, received directly, of human rights violations and abuses against
civilians in Panjshir, Baghlan, Badakhshan, and Takhar Provinces, which have recently seen clashes between the de
facto security forces and fighters affiliated with the National Resistance Front. There are serious allegations, which
require verification, that civilians have been exposed to violations of international human rights law and
international humanitarian law, including arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings, torture, and forced displacement.
The Special Rapporteur urges the parties to this conflict to observe restraint and to fully respect international human
rights law and applicable international humanitarian law. He calls on the authorities to permit human rights monitors
access to these areas. The Special Rapporteur highlights the high number of reports since August 2021 of
intimidation, harassment, attacks, arrests, and in some cases killing or disappearance of journalists, prosecutors, and
judges for exercising their duties, as well as of civil society for exercising their rights to peaceful assembly and
association. “I have received credible information about physical ill-treatment and mental harm inflicted on a range
of actors, including human rights defenders, that previously made up a core part of the Afghan vibrant civil society”,
observed the Special Rapporteur.”

UNAMA, STATEMENT ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL - ON
AFGHANISTAN, 26 May 2022

“The Secretary-General condemns the recent attacks in Afghanistan, including on passenger vehicles in Mazar-e-
Sharif City and the Masjid Sharif Hazrat Zakaria mosque in Kabul City, which have claimed the lives of numerous
civilians, among them members of the Hazara Shia community and at least 16 children. The Secretary-General
extends his deepest condolences to the families of the victims and wishes a swift recovery to those injured. Attacks
against civilians and civilian objects, including mosques, are strictly prohibited under international humanitarian law.
The Secretary-General reiterates his call on all parties to ensure the protection of civilians, including ethnic and
religious minorities, as well as their right to freely practice their religion.”

UNICEF, Afghanistan Humanitarian Situation Report Report #5 1-30 April 2022, 26 May 2022
“Children face extreme violence in Afghanistan with targeted attacks against schools and mosques, as well as air-
strikes and explosive remnants of war (ERW) killing at least 34 children in April”

UNOCHR, Facing critical human rights challenges, Afghanistan at a crossroads, says UN expert in Kabul, 26
May 2022

“The newly appointed Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett [...] noted
that armed hostilities in many parts of the country had ceased and there was a consequent reduction in conflict-
related casualties since the Taliban takeover. He said the recently established commission for the return of leading
Afghan personalities may provide an opportunity for dialogue and potentially strengthen governance. While the
granting of the general amnesty to officials of the former Government and members of the security forces could be
a first step toward reconciliation, he remains alarmed about reports of ongoing extrajudicial and revenge killings of
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former members of the security forces and officials and door-to-door searches. [...] Bennett called for investigations
into a series of attacks on places of worship and schools in Kabul, Kunduz, and Balkh provinces, instances of which
have been claimed by the ISIS-K group. He said that such attacks specifically targeting members of the Hazara, Shia,
and Sufi communities are becoming increasingly systematic in nature and reflect elements of an organizational
policy, thus bearing hallmarks of crimes against humanity.”

UNOCHA, Afghanistan: Humanitarian Access Severity Overview (April 2022), 26 May 2022

“Key Findings (as of March 2022)

Consolidating access severity scores across all humanitarian partner groups — UN Agencies, International NGOs and
National NGOs — reveals that from the 401 districts across Afghanistan, the level of access constraints were found
to be:

e High in 19 districts (representing 5 per cent of all districts).

e Moderate in 93 districts (23 per cent).

e Lower in 289 districts (72 per cent).

Interferences by the de facto Taliban authorities are the most common impediments faced by all humanitarian
partners, including for those ranked with lower access constraints. 82 per cent of the districts across Afghanistan
face high (32) and medium (297) priority of needs, 26 per cent of which are also perceived to have high (14) and
moderate (70) access constraints. Findings in this document thus reveal that while physical access has markedly
improved since August 2021 - mainly due to the significant reduction in armed conflict - various access constraints
nevertheless persist, with varying impact on humanitarian actors ability to implement programmes and deliver
assistance and services. Note that 1) the mere existence of an access impediment according to the criteria - such as
the establishment of a checkpoint - does not necessarily slow down or hinder the response; and 2) the perception
of quality of access is informed by severity and the magnitude of the potential impact on affected people and
humanitarian staff, and not just by frequency (which speaks to the low perception of access constraints compared
to the high number of impediments reported).”

Long War Journal, Tajik terrorist serves as Taliban commander in northern Afghanistan, 25 May 2022

“As the Taliban continues to maintain that it doesn’t allow foreign fighters in Afghanistan, a Tajik national and
commander for the Al Qaeda-linked Jamaat Ansarullah remains in control of several districts in a northern Afghan
province. During the Taliban’s swift offensive across Afghanistan last spring and summer, the Taliban placed five
districts in the northern province of Badakhshan under the control of Mahdi Arsalon, a Tajik national and a
commander in the Al Qaeda-linked Jamaat Ansarullah (JA). Arsalon was given control of the districts by Qari
Fasihuddin, an ethnic Tajik Taliban commander who served as the shadow governor of Badakhshan at the time.
Fasihuddin has since been appointed to serve as the Taliban’s chief of army staff. The clear cooperation between
the Taliban and Jamaat Ansarullah directly contradicts repeated Taliban claims that their regime does not provide
safe haven to foreign fighters. In an interview with CNN this past week, the Taliban’s Minister of the Interior, and
leader of the Haqqani Network, Siraj Haggani doubled down on the assertion, declaring that the Taliban does not
support foreign fighters and does not allow Afghanistan to serve as a breeding ground or launching pad for terrorism.
Numerous terror groups, including Al Qaeda, the Movement of the Taliban in Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Harakat-ul-
Mujahideen, Hizbul Mujahideen, Jaish-e-Mohammed, the Turkistan Isamic Party, Katibat Imam Bukhari, and a host
of others are known to operate inside Afghanistan. These groups are closely allied with the Taliban and helped the
group take control of the country in order to establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. On his Facebook account,
Arsalon recently posted videos of Jamaat Ansarullah fighters, or “Tajik Taliban” forces, operating along the
Afghanistan-Tajikistan border in Badakhshan’s districts of Kuf Ab, Khwahan, Maimay, Nusay, and Shekay.”

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 7-13 MAY 2022, 19 May 2022

“In Afghanistan, the Taliban intensified operations against the NRF in the northern Panjshir and Baghlan provinces
last week. These clashes led civilians to flee their homes, while reportedly also being targeted and tortured by the
Taliban (CBS News, 16 May 2022; RFE/RL, 13 May 2022). Further clashes between the NRF and Taliban forces were
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reported in Parwan, Kapisa, and Warsaj district, Takhar province, after the NRF claimed to have seized key points in
Warsaj from the Taliban the week prior. At least 12 civilians were killed by Taliban forces in Warsaj district, as some
civilians, including the former governor of Warsaj, were tortured for information on the NRF (Subhe Kabul, 11 May
2022). Taliban forces also carried out airstrikes in Warsaj, prompting civilians to flee. ACLED’s Subnational Surge
Tracker first warned of increased violence to come in both Panjshir and Takhar in the past month. Meanwhile, IS and
anti-Taliban groups targeted Taliban forces across the country. IS killed at least three Taliban members and injured
others in attacks in Nangarhar and Kunar provinces. In Ghazni province, the anti-Taliban Afghanistan Liberation
Movement conducted a rocket attack in Waghaz district, claiming to have caused Taliban casualties. Also in Ghazni,
the Watandost Front, or Patriotic Front, claimed to have seized control of a village in Ab Band district during an
attack on a Taliban base — reportedly the group’s first armed interaction with the Taliban (Subhe Kabul, 20 May
2022).”

Tolo News, US DoD Expects Kabul's Restrictions on Al-Qaeda to 'Loosen’, 18 May 2022

"The DoS (Department of State) [in the US] assessed that the Taliban has taken steps to implement many of its
counterterrorism commitments in the 2020 Doha Agreement with the US Government regarding al-Qaeda and other
groups, though continued monitoring and engagement will remain essential. However, USCENTCOM assessed that
the Taliban will likely loosen these restrictions over the next 12 to 24 months, allowing al-Qaeda greater freedom of
movement and the ability to train, travel, and potentially re-establish an external operations capability,” said a Lead
Inspector General Report to the US Congress.

The report cited Daesh as the top terrorist threat in Afghanistan with “approximately 2,000 members operating in
the country.” Analysts said that some of the organizations are inflating the issues in Afghanistan. “The reports of the
officials and some American organizations in this regard are most likely based on political issues, they either
overemphasize or downplay the issue but the truth is as long as these groups are present on Afghan soil and are
active here and being supported, it is dangerous for Afghanistan and they should be considered an imminent threat,”
said Asadullah Nadeem, a military veteran. But the current Afghan government denied the presence of terrorist
groups in Afghanistan. “There are no movements, no forces in our country which can plan attacks against others.
The Islamic Emirate, based on its policy, doesn’t allow anyone to use the Afghan soil against others,” said Bilal Karimi,
deputy spokesman for the Islamic Emirate."

BBC News, Afghan resistance attack Taliban, sparking reprisals in Panjshir, 17 May 2022

"The Taliban have been accused of human rights abuses during clashes with resistance forces in Panjshir province,
to the north of Kabul. One local resident told the BBC his unarmed elderly relative had been shot by the group, who
seized power in Afghanistan last August. Another saw a neighbour beaten by the Taliban until he fell unconscious. A
local Taliban spokesman denied any abuses had taken place or that any of the group's members had been killed. The
fighting is localised and at this stage does not represent a challenge to the Taliban's control of the country, but it is
the most significant sustained armed opposition the group has faced since coming to power. In recent days, fighters
belonging to the National Resistance Front launched a guerrilla attack on Taliban forces in the area, who responded
by sending a large number of reinforcements to Panjshir. Taliban forces were ambushed and a number were
allegedly killed - something Taliban officials have denied. Details on casualty figures, and even the extent of the
fighting, are difficult to ascertain. The Taliban appear to be downplaying the clashes, while claims by the NRF often
seem exaggerated. Two local sources said that about 15 unarmed civilians had been killed by the Taliban in Panjshir
so far."

Gandhara, New Reports Of Fighting In Afghanistan's Panjshir Trigger Fresh Claims Of Taliban War Crimes,
13 May 2022

“Resistance to the Taliban is flaring up in northeastern Afghanistan, and as reports of deadly fighting increase, so are
claims of war crimes against civilians.

The fighting is centered in the center and south of Panjshir Province, a traditional hotbed of ethnic Tajik resistance
to the Pashtun-dominated Taliban and the last province to fall to the extremist group after it seized control of the
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rest of the country in August.”

Jurist, Afghanistan dispatch: armed resistance against the Taliban continues, 12 May 2022

"Since their takeover of Afghanistan the Taliban have tried to cover up any news of revolt and resistance against
them, although as reported by Afghanistan International since August of last year there have been at least 13 clashes
between Taliban and the anti-Taliban movements in Baghlan province, 8 in Panjshir province and 3 in Takhar
province. Also there have been minor clashes and attacks on Taliban in six other provinces, the capital being
excluded. As recently as last Friday, May 6, there were reports of yet another conflict between the Taliban and the
National Resistance Force; an NRF spokesperson claimed 22 Taliban killed and 6 wounded. The Taliban have denied
the existence of any conflict in Panjshir at first, though videos of fighting and of the Taliban’s reinforcement convoys
moving toward Panjshir have been shared on social media. Hasht-e-sobh, the most read news paper in the country,
has confirmed that 20 bodies of Taliban fighters have been carried to the southern provinces. Hasht-e-sobh, gqouting
from ACLED (Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project), reports that at least six freedom fighter groups are
currently engaged against the Taliban and are gaining influence among the public here. The Nantional Resistance
Force is the current dominant group among the anti-Taliban movments. The Azadagan (Free People) Front has been
jointly fighting the Taliban in the recent days with the NRF. The National Liberation Front is another group, which in
a recent strike killed a prominent Taliban figure in the west of Kabul who was known to be the organizer of suicide
attackes against Shiites people. The Wolfs of Jawzjan is an anti-taliban movement mainly formed by Uzbeks. The
formation of The Afghan Liberation Movement, a Pashtun-led group, is thought to be a giant step for the anti-Taliban
movments, although the other two are minor groups."

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 23 APRIL-6 MAY 2022, 12 May 2022
"Meanwhile, armed groups continued to carry out attacks against civilians over the past two weeks, especially
targeting minority Muslim communities ahead of the Muslim holiday of Eid Al Fitr on 30 April. IS militants carried
out deadly explosive attacks targeting Shiite Muslims in Balkh province and Kabul, killing at least 11 people in Mazar-
i Sharif city on 28 April. Meanwhile, in the deadliest attack thus far in 2022, unidentified militants detonated an
explosive during Friday prayers at a mosque in Kabul city on 29 April, killing 50 Sufi Muslims. Further explosive attacks
targeted power pylons in Kabul and Parwan provinces, causing power outages across 11 provinces during Eid Al Fitr
(Al Arabiya News, 30 April 2022). While some of the explosions were claimed by IS, the attackers of the other attacks
remain unknown."

International Institute for Strategic Studies, Conflict in Afghanistan: A new regional security map and state-
building implications since the Taliban takeover, 11 May 2022
[see video via hyperlink]

ToloNews, EU 'Concerned' by Reports of Civilian Casualties in Panjshir, 11 May 2022

"The European Union Ambassador to Afghanistan, Andreas von Brand, expressed concerns over the “reports of
killings of civilians and mistreatment in Panjshir.” However, the local officials in Panjshir denied the reports of civilian
casualties."

" The videos that are being circulated on social media shows clashes in Panjshir but the Islamic Emirate said the
situation in Panjshir is normal. According to the Islamic Emirate, there are some clearing operations that have been
launched in the provinces of Panjshir and Baghlan. This comes as the Resistance Front claimed it had overrun some
areas in Panjshir, Baghan and Takhar provinces and that its forces inflicted casualties on the Islamic Emirate, but the
Islamic Emirate denied it."

ToloNews, Islamic Emirate: "Adversaries in Panjshir Surrendered", 10 May 2022
"The Islamic Emirate said that more than 100 of their opponents have surrendered through the mediation of tribal
elders. Meanwhile, the Resistance Front claimed that many civilians have been targeted by the Islamic Emirate in
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Andarab district of Baghlan. The Islamic Emirate denied the civilian casualties."

ToloNews, 5 Islamic Emirate Troops Killed in Panjshir Clash: Local Official, 9 May 2022
"At least five members of Islamic Emirate forces were killed and two were wounded in a clash that took place on
Friday in Dara district of central Panjshir province, local officials said on Monday."

Khaama, Resistance Front: 22 Taliban Militants Killed; Taliban: We Had No Casualties in the Panjshir
Conflict, 9 May 2022

"“Hostilities had grown in Dara district, but a small-scale damage had been done to Taliban troops, including the
destruction of three vehicles and the injury of three members,” Abu Bakr Siddiqui, spokesman for the Taliban
governor in Panjshir province, told the media today, 9th May. Six Taliban were captured and seven Taliban tanks
were entirely destroyed, according to the spokesperson for NRF. While the spokesman for the NRF claims that the
Taliban are under pressure in Panjshir and have suffered casualties, a Taliban spokesman for the province claims
that their “operation” to clear members of the NRF in the AbdullahKhel village has forced them to flee to the
mountains. However, public sources in Panjshir province state that two military helicopters evacuated all Taliban
bodies and wounded to Kabul yesterday."

Pajhwok Afghan News, Pajhwok Peace Monitor: Weekly Report, 8 May 2022

"At least six people were killed and as many others were injured in Afghanistan last week. The death toll does not
include casualties caused in natural disasters. According to reports, a woman was killed and three other civilians
were injured in a car bomb blast in third police district of capital Kabul. Separately, a car bomb in Hesa-i-Dawum
district of Panjshir province injured the district police chief’s brother, local sources said. Reports say unidentified
gunmen killed two civilians in Uruzgan province and a child was killed and two others were injured in an IED blast in
Helmand province. Crime branch chief of Tala wa Barfak district of Baghlan and an official of the province’s power
utility were shot dead by unidentified gunmen. A woman was killed in Zaranj city, capital of Nimroz province, and a
man was killed in a dispute over irrigation water in Chak district of MaidanWardak province. [...] At least six people
were killed and eight others were injured in Afghanistan the week before last.”

Gandhara, Taliban Investigating Report That Islamic State Fired Rockets Into Tajikistan, 8 May 2022

"The Islamic State (IS) extremist group said earlier on May 8 that it had fired eight rockets from Afghanistan into the
territory of neighboring Tajikistan, according to an Afghan media report. The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) news agency
qguoted an IS press release claiming the militants had fired the rockets from the Khawaja Ghar district of Afghanistan's
Takhar Province toward unspecified military targets in Tajikistan on May 7. In a statement, however, Tajikistan said
bullets, not rockets, were fired accidentally into Tajik territory during a firefight on the Afghan side of the border
between Taliban forces and IS militants."

Khaama, The National Resistance Front to Reassume the Control of Sections of Panjshir Province, 7 May
2022

"The Resistance Front claims that operations in Panjshir have resumed, with their first operation claiming sections
of the province. The Resistance Front’s spokesman, Sibghatullah Ahmadi, tweeted last night, May 7, that the districts
of AbdullahKhel and Abshar, with the exception of their centers, had fallen to the Front. He also labeled all of the
Resistance Front’s held territories as crucial and strategic, noting that the district centers were under siege and that
the Taliban had asked more time to surrender. The operation was carried out as the Taliban Red Unit was conducting
house-to-house searches in the two districts, according to the spokesman for the Resistance Front. The operation
has killed 13 Taliban fighters, and Ahmadi claims that five of their armored vehicles have been destroyed."

Khaama, Mujahid: No Military Operations Have Been Carried Out Against Our Forces in Panjshir and
Takhar, 7 May 2022
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"In response to statements by Sebghatullah Ahmadi, spokesman for the Resistance Front, claiming sections of
Panjshir province had fallen into the front’s control, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said no military actions
had been carried out against their forces in Panjshir."

Khaama, ISIS Trying to Regroup in Afghanistan: Gen. Milley, 6 May 2022

"Chairman of the US Joint Chief of Staff General Mark Milley said Tuesday the terrorist groups —including the Islamic
State (ISIS) — are trying to regroup in Afghanistan, according to sources, exclaiming it poses a threat to the United
States mainland."

Dawn, Blasts cut power to millions in Afghanistan, 1 May 2022

“KABUL: Millions of people across 11 provinces in Afghanistan faced blackouts on Saturday after two power
transmission towers were blown up just west of the capital, authorities said. Two pylons in the province of Parwan
were bombed late on Friday, cutting off electricity to the capital and neighbouring provinces. “The enemies... have
blown up two electricity pylons with bombs,” Hekmatullah Maiwandi, a spokesman for the state-run DABS electricity
company, said in a video statement. Five teams from the firm have been deployed to carry out repairs, he added.
“The pylons are installed on top of mountains and our teams are trying to fix them,” Maiwandi said. Temporary
repairs would be performed to partially restore power by Saturday night before a full restoration of the towers can
be completed in two weeks, he added. Police said two suspects have been arrested over the explosions. The outages
come ahead of the Eidul Fitr holiday that marks the end of the holy month of Ramazan. Many residential buildings
and businesses in Kabul, a city of about five million people, booted up private generators over the weekend to ensure
electricity supply ahead of Eid celebrations.”

SIGAR, Quarterly Report to Congress, 30 April 2022

[SIGAR issues its 55th Quarterly Report on April 30, 2022. Public Law 110-181 directs SIGAR to submit a quarterly
report to Congress. This congressionally mandated report summarizes SIGAR's audits and investigative activities.]
“According to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED), political violence and protest incidents
under the Taliban (October 2021- March 2022) declined by 80% compared to average incidents under the former
Afghan government during the same time last year (October 2020— March 2021).1 State noted that the Taliban
security forces controlling the country this year are the same forces that were warring against the Afghan
government last year, and that this year’s reduced violence is a result of that change, among other reasons.2 For
example, of the 5,183 civilian casualties during the first six months of 2021, UNAMA attributed 39% to the Taliban
and only 23% to the former Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF).3 Since the Taliban takeover and
the end of war against the former ANDSF, a much greater percentage of incidents involve battles with the Islamic
State-Khorasan (I1S-K) (15% of incidents compared to 2% previously) or protest events (15% of incidents compared
to 1% previously).4 As seen in Figure S.1, overall incidents remained low compared to last year, but rose somewhat
from November 2021 through January 2022; incidents involving IS-K continued a downward trend after reaching a
high [...] point in October 2021. State noted that it is unclear if the recent trend is due to Taliban security operations
or the onset of winter,5 when fighting typically wanes. [...]”

Tolo News, Security Officials: Kabul Checkpoints Increased for Eid, 30 April 2022

“Following the recent attacks in Kabul and other provinces, officials of the Ministry of Defense and the Kabul Police
Command said that strict security measures have been taken during Eid to provide security for the citizens of the
country. “People can spend their Eid days with a peace of mind and calmness because their brothers, the
Mujahideen, are at their service and 8will ensure their security, and we will not allow any group or movement to
disrupt security,” said Enayatullah Kharazmi, spokesman for the Ministry of Defense.”

Pajhwok, 115 people killed, injured in Afghanistan last week, 30 April 2022
“Casualties
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At least 31 people were killed and 84 others injured in Afghanistan last week. Casualties from natural disasters not
included in these figures.

Five people were killed and 58 others injured in a bomb blast inside a mosque in Kabul City’s Allauddin area on Friday
afternoon, according to health officials.

Kabul police, however, said 10 people were killed and 30 others injured in the blast. No group has claimed
responsibility for the blast.

Eleven people were killed and 17 others injured in two separate blasts in Mazar-i-Sharif, the capital of Balkh province,
last week. Daesh claimed responsibility for the two blasts.

A child was killed when armed men opened firing on a rickshaw in Jalalabad City last week. One child was killed, two
others and a woman were injured in a warhead blast in Sararud district.

Mining Department Director was killed and two others injured in a roadside blast in Faizabad City, the capital of
northeastern Badakhshan province last week. Unknown gunmen killed a teenage boy in front of his home in the
Arghandab district of Kandahar province.

According to local sources, five coalminers were killed in the Dara-i-Suf Paen district last week. Four people wounded
in a landmine blast in Kunduz while a body was recovered in the Pashtonkot district of Faryab province.

The previous week, 128 people were killed and 161 others injured in Afghanistan.”

The Guardian, Blast at Kabul mosque kills more than 50 worshippers, 29 April 2022

“A powerful explosion has killed more than 50 worshippers after Friday prayers at a Kabul mosque, the latest of a
series of attacks on civilian targets in Afghanistan during Ramadan. The blast hit the Khalifa Sahib mosque in the
west of the capital in the early afternoon, according to Besmullah Habib, the deputy spokesperson for the interior
ministry. The attack came as worshippers at the Sunni mosque gathered after Friday prayers for a congregation
known as Zikr — an act of remembrance practised by some Muslims but seen as heretical by several Sunni groups.”
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United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) News, UNAMA statement on deadly attack in Kabul, 29
April 2022

“KABUL — The United Nations in Afghanistan condemns in the strongest terms today’s deadly attack in a Sufi Mosque
in the Darulaman area of Kabul, which reportedly resulted in scores dead and wounded. Today’s attack on the Khalifa
Sahib Mosque is the latest in a series of indiscriminate assaults on civilian targets in the capital and provinces, and
directly affected at least two UN staff members and their families who were inside the mosque at the time of the
attack. “Today’s attack, carried out on the last Friday of the Holy month of Ramadan and on the eve of the Eid-ul-
Fitr, totally disregards human lives and religious sanctity. No words are strong enough to condemn this despicable
act, targeting a place of worship, as Muslims across Afghanistan prepare to celebrate the Eid,” said Mette Knudsen,
the UN Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Afghanistan. “Recent attacks against civilians,
targeting ethnic and religious minorities, represent a disturbing trend in Afghanistan. These violations of
international humanitarian and human rights laws must end immediately.” The latest attack in Kabul follows a spate
of attacks in recent weeks in mosques and schools in the major cities of Kabul, Kunduz and Mazar-e-Sharif, which
appear to have specifically targeted members of the Hazara, Shia and Sufi minorities, including yesterday’s attack in
Mazar-e-Sharif which also resulted in several killed and injured.”

ACLED, REGIONAL OVERVIEW: SOUTH ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN 16-22 APRIL 2022, 28 April 2022

“In Afghanistan, dozens of civilians were killed by IS and unknown groups during attacks across the country last
week, including deadly bombings at mosques in Balkh and Kunduz provinces. In Balkh province, an IS-planted
explosive went off in a Shiite mosque in Mazar-e-Sharif city on 21 April, killing at least 10 people and injuring over
30. Taliban officials claim to have since arrested the main IS militant behind this explosion (Ariana TV, 22 April
2022). The following day, in Kunduz province, unknown perpetrators planted explosives inside a Sunni mosque in
Hazrati Imam Sahib district, killing at least 33 people during Friday prayers. The attacks took place as the Muslim
holy month Ramadan is ongoing, augmenting insecurity for the worshippers.

Meanwhile, in Kabul, multiple deadly explosions — perpetrated by IS and unknown groups — targeted members of
the Hazara community. This surge of attacks triggered a large protest in Kabul, with protesters demanding that the
Taliban provide security and calling the attacks against the Hazara community acts of “genocide” (Hasht-e Subh, 22
April 2022). Taliban forces intervened with aerial fire to disperse the protest and injured two people. These trends
contribute to the 157% increase in violence in Kabul over the past week relative to the past month, as flagged

by ACLED’s Subnational Surge Tracker.

IS also increased its attacks on the Taliban last week, killing at least 13 Taliban members during clashes in Kabul,
Kunar, Logar, Nangarhar, and Takhar provinces. IS explosions targeting civilians and clashes with the Taliban last
week marked a significant increase in IS activity compared to recent months (for more on IS activity in Afghanistan,
see this infographic). While the Taliban has been carrying out anti-IS operations since their takeover of
Afghanistan, last week’s attacks raise concerns about the effectiveness of such operations and the possibility of IS
launching larger offensives in the coming months (The Washington Post, 22 April 2022).

Meanwhile, the NRF and the AFF continued to attack Taliban forces in northern Afghanistan last week, with the
AFF also attacking the Taliban in southern Kandahar province. The Liberation Front of Afghanistan and Wolf Unit
anti-Taliban groups also claimed separate attacks in Kapisa and Balkh provinces, respectively. The Wolf Unit is
reportedly led by the son of Uzbek-Afghan warlord Abdul Rashid Dostum, while the Liberation Front of Afghanistan
declared its formation in February without any affiliation (The Institute for the Study of War, 9 March 2022).
Additionally, the militia of Atta Mohammad Noor — a former governor of Balkh province and prominent warlord
— clashed with the Taliban in Mazar-e Sharif city following the explosion in the Shiite mosque. Noor’s nephew was
reportedly killed in the clash, along with a number of militiamen and Taliban members.”

Afghan Voice Agency, We should not forget the dangers hiding under Afghan soil, 27 April 2022

“A few weeks ago, four children lost their lives in Herat, Afghanistan when an old grenade exploded in their hands.

A couple of months ago, nine children perished in a similar accident in the village of Degnan in Nangahar Province.

Since the beginning of 2022, many more have been killed, hurt and wounded in this way. In 30 years, more than
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41,000 civilians have lost their lives to unexploded ordnances. In 2021, 79 percent of the victims were children.”

Afghan Voice Agency, US, Swedish diplomats discuss attacks on Afghan civilians, 27 April 2022
“More than 50 girls and boys had lost their lives in a series of grave rights violations in Afghanistan in one week
alone, a senior official said earlier in the week.”

Khaama Press, ISIS, Not a Threat, It’s eliminated in Afghanistan: Mol, 25 April 2022
“The phenomenon called Daesh has been eliminated up to 98 percent in Afghanistan and is no more a serious threat.
Security forces are still trying to eliminate the last and only hideouts of the heinous phenomenon”

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), The evil plan of the United States is to lead Afghanistan into a devastating
civil war, 25 April 2022

“Over the past week, some provinces of the country have witnessed terrorist attacks against Shiites, during which
dozens of people have been killed or injured.

During this period, two terrorist attacks took place in Kunduz and Mazar-e-Sharif, in which more than 30 people
were martyred and dozens were injured. UNICEF says 50 Afghan children have died in one week as a result of the
terrorist attacks.”

Afghan Voice Agency (AVA), Shia and Sunnis are the victims of terrorists, 24 April 2022

“The bloody incidents in Kabul, Mazar and Kunduz all together showed that the perpetrators of these killings came
from one source and although the number of victims of these incidents was very different; But there is a common
goal behind these horrific killings and that is to provoke a religious war among Shia-Sunni.”

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Afghanistan — Terrorist attacks, 22 April 2022

“France condemns in the strongest possible terms the terrorist attacks of April 19 and 21 on schools in Kabul as well
as yesterday’s attacks on the Seh Dokan mosque in Mazar-i-Sharif and in Kunduz province. These attacks, for which
Daesh (IS-K) claimed responsibility, killed several dozen people and wounded more than a hundred, including young
children.”

Al Jazeera (Afghanistan), At least 16 killed as explosions rock Afghan cities, 21 April 2022

“At least 16 people have been killed in bomb attacks in two Afghan cities, including 12 people at a Shia mosque in
Mazar-i-Sharif in Balkh province which has been claimed by the ISIL (ISIS) group.

Twelve people were killed and 58 wounded — including 32 in serious condition — by the blast on Thursday at the Seh
Dokan mosque in Mazar-i-Sharif. [...] Another roadside blast in Kabul wounded three, including a child, he added.”

Human Rights Watch (Afghanistan), A Bleak Future with Education Under Attack in Afghanistan, 20 April
2022

“Multiple bomb blasts on April 19 outside a high school and an education center in Kabul's Dasht-e Barchi
neighborhood left at least six people dead and twenty wounded, including children, and casualties could be much
higher. This is just the latest assault on education in Afghanistan, which have traumatized families and dimmed hopes
for their children’s future.”

ACLED, Regional Overview: South Asia and Afghanistan 9-15 April 2022, 20 April 2022

“Meanwhile, in Takhar province, Taliban forces engaged in internal clashes in Baharak and Chahab districts, resulting
in at least nine fatalities. While the exact reason for the infighting remains unknown, locals in Chahab claimed that
Taliban forces from the Uzbek and Pashtun ethnic groups fought against a Tajik Taliban commander (Hasht-e Subh,
11 April 2022) (for more information on Taliban infighting and the latest disorder trends in Afghanistan, see this joint
ACLED and Afghan Peace Watch report). These trends contribute to the 110% increase in violence in Takhar last
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week relative to the past month flagged by ACLED’s Subnational Surge Tracker. The Subnational Tracker first warned
of increased violence to come in Takhar in the past month.”

Pajhwok Afghan News (Afghan News Agency), World outraged by deadly bombings at Kabul schools, 20
April 2022

“The United Nations has condemned Wednesday’s deadly bombings at two educational institutions in western
Kabul. At least six people were killed and 22 others wounded in the multiple blasts, which also drew strong
denunciation from Afghan political leaders. The blasts struck the Abdul Rahim Shahid High School and the nearby
Mumtaz Education Centre in the Shia-dominated Dasht-i-Barchi area.”

Khaama Press (Afghan News Agency), Qatar, Turkey Condemn Kabul Blasts on School, 20 April 2022
“Foreign Ministries of Qatar and Turkey in their respective press release condemned the terrorist attack on a
secondary school in the west of Kabul adding the attack will have a negative impact on human rights in the country.
“We condemn these inhuman terrorist attacks in the strongest possible terms,” said the Turkish Foreign Ministry in
the press release.”

Khaama Press (Afghan News Agency), Multiple Blasts Target Shia Hazara Neighborhood in Kabul, Killing 6,
19 April 2022

“Kabul, Afghanistan — At least six people, including young students, have been killed and 11 further wounded after
three blasts targeted a boy’s school in west Kabul’s Dasht-e-Barchi neighborhood on Tuesday morning, according to
local security officials.”

Deutsche Welle (Afghanistan), Afghanistan: Blasts target school in Kabul, 19 April 2022

“Explosions in the Afghan capital have hit a school for boys. A local police spokesperson said at least six people were
killed, with many more injured. Several blasts targeted educational facilities in Afghan capital, Kabul, on Tuesday,
with an explosion at a boys' high school killing at least 6 people, officials said. The explosions targeted the Mumtaz
Education Center and the Abdul Rahim Shahid high school in the western Dasht-e-Barchi area of Kabul. The children
were leaving school at the time of the first blast. A second explosion hit shortly after the first. Witnesses told the
Associated Press that a suicide bomber blew himself up inside the school complex that can house up to 1,000
students.”

BBC News, Kabul blasts kill six and wound 20 at boys' school, 19 April 2022

“Two bomb blasts at a boys' school in the Afghan capital Kabul have killed at least six people and wounded more
than 20, officials say. The blasts happened at the Abdul Rahim Shahid high school in the Shia-dominated west of the
city. The number of dead and wounded is likely to rise. A nearby tuition centre was also targeted in a grenade attack.
There was no immediate claim of responsibility. Islamic State militants have attacked the area in the past.”

Ariana News At least 6 killed and 11 wounded in three explosions in Kabul, 19 April 2022

“Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) officials confirmed three explosions occurred in the Dasht-e Barchi area of PD18
in Kabul city on Tuesday morning and that at least 17 people were killed or wounded. The blasts reportedly took
place in front of the Abdul Rahim Shahid Public School. Khalid Zadran, a spokesman for the Kabul police
headquarters, confirmed that three explosions had taken place at the public school, saying that locals and students
had been killed.”

Al Jazeera (Afghanistan), Deadly blasts target boys’ school in Afghan capital Kabul, 19 April 2022
“Explosions targeting educational institutions killed at least six people and wounded 17 in a mostly Shia
neighbourhood of Afghanistan’s capital. Students were among the casualties in the blasts at one school in Kabul’s
Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood, police said on Tuesday.”
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Afghan Voice Agency, Kabul denies presence of TTP fighters in Afghanistan, 19 April 2022

“The Taliban government has spurned reports regarding the presence of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants
in Afghanistan. However, the government’s spokesman acknowledged on Monday there could be issue in
mountainous and far-flung areas of the country. Zabihullah said Afghan forces were capable of defending their
homeland. He hoped tensions with Pakistan would be defused via diplomatic channels. Earlier in the week, 47
Afghans were killed and over 20 others wounded in Pakistani military raids and rocket strikes in and Khost provinces.”

Afghan Voice Agency, Blasts in West of Kabul, 19 April 2022

“Three back-to-back blasts happened in the west of Kabul on Tuesday morning, two near a school and one near a
tuition center, leaving five people wounded, according to initial information and interviews of eyewitnesses. The
first blast happened near Mumtaz Tuition Center and was followed by two back-to-back explosions close to Abdul
Raheem Shaheed High School, which is located in the same area. The Ministry of Interior confirmed a blast near
Abdul Raheem Shaheed High School, saying an investigation has started into the incident and details will be shared
later. The blasts in front of Abdul Rahim Shaheed High School happened while the students were leaving their
classes, eyewitnesses said.”

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Gandhara, At Least Six Dead In Series Of Blasts At School In Afghan
Capital, 19 April 2022

“At least six people were killed and 11 wounded in three blasts that rocked a boys' school in a Shi'ite Hazara
neighborhood of Kabul on April 19, police in the Afghan capital said. Khaled Zadran, a spokesman for the Kabul Police
Command, told RFE/RL that the explosions occurred at the Abdul Rahim Shahid High School, located in the capital's
western neighborhood of Dasht-e-Barchi. There were children among the casualties, although it was not
immediately clear how many.”

ToloNews, Students Targeted in Attacks on Schools in Western Kabul, 19 April 2022

“Two educational institutions were targeted by blasts on Tuesday in the Dasht-e-Barchi area in the west of Kabul
city. The first blast took place near a training center and was followed by two more blasts nearby that targeted Abdul
Raheem Shaheed school. The second blasts occurred as students were coming out of the school. The Kabul
department of security confirmed the death of six people and said that11 others were wounded. However, witnesses
believe that the number of casualties is higher.”

ToloNews, Blasts Targeting Schools in Kabul Trigger Qutrage, 19 April 2022

“The blasts on Tuesday targeting educational institutions in western Kabul have sparked widespread reactions from
Afghan politicians and foreign diplomatic missions as well as Kabul-based humanitarian watchdogs. Jawed Hazhir, a
spokesman for the Ministry of Public Health, said that based on reports from public hospitals, five people were killed
and 20 more were wounded in the blasts. However, security departments said there were six fatalities and 11
wounded. The blast targeted educational institutions and many of the casualties were young students, reports said.”

The Guardian, Six killed in bomb blasts at Shia school in Afghan capital, 19 April 2022

“At least six people have been killed and 11 wounded in two bomb blasts at a boys’ school in a Hazara Shia
neighbourhood of the Afghan capital, Kabul. The frequency of bomb blasts in the country has declined significantly
since the Taliban ousted the US-backed Afghan government in August last year, but Islamic State has claimed several
attacks.”

Afghan Voice Agency, Death toll in ‘Pakistan strikes’ on Afghanistan rises to 47: officials, 18 April 2022
“Afghanistan has reported a death toll of at least 47 after Pakistani military air strikes hit the provinces of Kost and
Kunar provinces. Pakistani security forces carried out airstrike on Waziristan refugees in Sperai district of
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southeastern Khost province and in the Shaltan district of eastern province, inflicting casualties on people. “Forty-
one civilians, mainly women and children, were killed and 22 others were wounded in air strikes by Pakistani forces
near the in Khost province,” Shabir Ahmad Osmani, director of information and culture in Khost told Pajhwok.
Meanwhile Najibullah, an official with the Ministry for Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice in Khost told AFP,
the death toll in the province was 48.”

Afghan Voice Agency, Unidentified Armed Men Attack a Taliban Base in Logar, 18 April 2022

“This is the first armed attack on Talibans’ base in Logar province since the Taliban returned to power. Local sources
in province have confirmed that at around 1:00 AM Monday night anonymous armed men attacked a Taliban base
in -e Alam city, the center of Logar province. Sources told Hasht-e Subh that the attack took place at the Tangi base
in Kanjak area of Pol-e Alam city, confirming that the clash between the two sides lasted for about twenty minutes.
No casualties have been reported so far.”

Al Jazeera (Afghanistan), At least 47 dead in Afghanistan after Pakistan attacks: Officials, 17 April 2022
“Air attacks by Pakistan on eastern Afghan provinces of Khost and Kunar killed mainly women and children, officials
say. “Forty-one civilians, mainly women and children, were killed and 22 others were wounded in air strikes by
Pakistani forces near the Durand Line in Khost province,” Shabir Ahmad Osmani, director of information and culture
in Khost, told AFP on Sunday.”

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Gandhara, Witnesses Say Dozens Killed In Pakistani Air Strikes On
Eastern Afghanistan Region, 16 April 2022

“Witnesses say dozens of people, including women and children, have been killed in eastern Afghanistan by Pakistani
air strikes. The bombings took place overnight on April 16 in border areas in Khost Province, according to tribal elders
and eyewitnesses. Witnesses told Radio Mashaal that more than 30 civilians had died in the air strikes. The dpa news
agency, quoting a local Taliban official, said at least 40 civilians had been killed.”

Pajhwok Afghan News (Afghan News Agency), 29 people suffer casualties in Afghanistan last week, 16
April 2022

“Positive things happened in Afghanistan’s economic and security sectors last week as causalities declined by 60
percent, while $96 million in cash assistance also arrived in the country. Last week’s major developments:

Last week, Afghanistan received $96 million in cash assistance
US, India, Iran stressed the formation of an inclusive government in Afghanistan
UN, US expressed concerns over human rights situation in Afghanistan

Acting Afghan government rejected the international community’s concern over human rights situation in
Afghanistan

US, UN again demanded the reopening of all-girls schools in Afghanistan
26 people were killed and three others injured in Afghanistan last week

Afghan Voice Agency, Attack Claim by NRF Forces on Taliban Base Near Balkh International Airport, 13
April 2022

“The National Resistance Front (NRF) forces have claimed of targeting a Taliban base near Mawlana Jalaluddin
Mohammad International Airport in -e-Sharif province, killing and injuring a number of the Taliban rebels in the
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province. It is said that they carried out the attack at around 1:00 AM on Tuesday night.

However, the Taliban press members in the province have refused to provide details about the causalities.

The National Resistance Front forces have increased their operations on the Taliban insurgents in, Kunduz, Takhar,
Panjshir, , Jowzjan, and provinces.”

US DOS, 2021 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 12 April 2022

“Internal conflict that continued until August 15 resulted in civilian deaths, abductions, prisoner abuse, property
damage, displacement of residents, and other abuses. The security situation deteriorated largely due to successful
insurgent attacks by the Taliban and terrorist attacks by ISIS-K. ISIS-K terrorist attacks continued to destabilize the
country after August 15, and Taliban efforts to defeat the terrorist group resulted in numerous violent clashes.
According to UNAMA, actions by nonstate armed groups, primarily the Taliban and ISIS-K, accounted for most civilian
deaths although civilian deaths decreased dramatically following the Taliban’s territorial takeover in August.
Killings: UNAMA counted 1,659 civilian deaths due to conflict from January 1 to June 30, and 350 from August 15 to
December 31. Pro-Islamic Republic forces were responsible for 25 percent of pre-August 15 civilian casualties: 23
percent by the ANDSF, and 2 percent by progovernment armed groups such as militias. Antigovernment elements
were responsible for 64 percent of the total pre-August 15 civilian casualties: 39 percent by the Taliban, 9 percent
by ISIS-K, and 16 percent by undetermined antigovernment elements. UNAMA attributed 11 percent of pre-August
15 civilian casualties to “cross fire” during ground engagements where the exact party responsible could not be
determined and other incident types, including unattributable unexploded ordnance and explosive remnants of war.
[...] After the August 15 Taliban takeover, there were fewer security and security-related incidents throughout the
rest of the year. According to UNAMA, between August 19 and December 31, the United Nations recorded 985
security-related incidents, a 91 percent decrease from the same period in 2020. Security incidents also dropped
significantly as of August 15 from 600 to less than 100 incidents per week. Available data indicated that armed
clashes also decreased by 98 percent as of August 15 from 7,430 incidents to 148; airstrikes by 99 percent from 501
to three; detonations of IEDs by 91 percent from 1,118 to 101; and killings by 51 percent from 424 to 207.”

Ariana News, IEA forces shot at Pakistani military helicopter that crossed Durand Line: sources, 9 April
2022

“Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) forces shot at a Pakistani military helicopter that crossed the Durand Line into
Nimroz province on Thursday, sources told Ariana News on Saturday.

A Pakistani general was wounded as a result of the shooting, according to sources.

The incident comes as IEA has instructed its border forces to respond to any incursion by neighboring countries.”

Ariana News, Qatari forces reportedly at Kabul airport, 7 April 2022

“An Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority official has said there are a number of Qatari forces stationed at Kabul
airport. The source, who did not want to be named, told BBC the Qataris have been stationed at the airport for a
few months. He said there were less than 50 and they were only there to secure Qatari airport staff.”

Aljazeera, Afghanistan: Kabul mosque hit by grenade attack, 6 April 2022
”At least six people have been wounded in a grenade blast at a mosque in a densely populated area of the Afghan
capital, Kabul, police said, minutes after worshippers offered midday prayers.
Attacks on public targets have largely diminished since the Taliban seized power in August last year, but ISIL (ISIS)
affiliates continue to operate in parts of the country. (...) No group has claimed responsibility, but the Islamic State
of Khorasan Province (ISKP, ISIS-K) group has carried out recent attacks in Kabul and other cities.”

RUSI, How Much of a Threat is the Islamic State in Khorasan?, 28 March 2022
“Since early November, IS-K has only been carrying out small hit-and-run raids against Taliban patrols and a few
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targeted assassinations against low-level individuals — such as officials of the previous government — and Taliban
sympathisers. Almost all these attacks have resulted in just a handful of Taliban casualties, even according to IS-K
claims; the Taliban mostly have not been commenting, but IS-K (as well as other Islamic State branches) tends to
overstate its claims.

The overall picture therefore shows IS-K’s biggest achievement as having been able to expand attacks against very
soft targets to several cities, where it did not previously operate militarily. Such cities include Kandahar, Charikar
and Kunduz. That, alongside operations inside Kabul and Jalalabad, was likely primarily intended to keep the Taliban
off balance and force them to allocate major human resources to securing the cities, as well as discrediting the
emirate’s claim to be in full control. It worked initially, but the wave of attacks has petered out quite quickly, probably
because IS-K cells in these new areas of operation were quite vulnerable and appear to have been mostly taken out
by the Taliban.

In January—February, the pace of IS-K operations slowed considerably. The lull in major terrorist attacks continued,
and the number of hit and run raids has gone down. While winter usually sees a slower pace of operations in
Afghanistan, that would not normally affect urban guerrilla operations, nor operations in the warm areas of eastern
Afghanistan, where IS-K forces are mostly concentrated. In particular, the slower pace of I1S-K operations in and
around Jalalabad lends some credibility to Taliban claims that their counterinsurgency efforts there have been
successful there.”

The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), Regional Overview: South Asia and Afghanistan
12-18 March, 2022, 24 March 2022

“In Afghanistan, the NRF attacked Taliban forces in northeastern Panjshir, Baghlan, Parwan, Nangarhar, Takhar, and
Kapisa provinces last week. In Takhar province, the group increased its attacks compared to the weeks prior, killing
multiple Taliban members across several attacks, resulting in a 300% increase in violence in the province last week
relative