About the child protection response

The CP AoR members work to prevent and respond to abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence against children affected by conflict and
natural hazards induced displacement as well as children in host communities, through strengthening of child protection systems including

the social service workforce; provision of child protection individual services such as case management, family tracing and reunification,

alternative care, and individual mental health and psychosocial support; strengthening
structured parenting programs; and strengthening community-based child protection structures to empower communities to participate in

and take greater ownership of child protection and to promote community-based and sustainable solutions.

Case management

CASE MANAGEMENT (EXCLUDING FTR)

In 2021, 22 400 vulnerable and at-risk children were reached across 29
woredas in 9 regions through case management services, including
identification, documentation and referral to specialised services such as
medical support, interim care, mental health and psychosocial support,
etc.

CASE MANAGEMENT (FTR)

A total of 16 700 unaccompanied and separated girls (8100) and boys
(8600) were identified and documented in 2021. Over 3000 children were
reunified with their caregivers or placed in alternative care
arrangements. The low reunification rate, especially in the Northern
regions, results from intensified conflict in the second half of the year, as
well as challenges with access to cash, fuel and communication in Tigray
particularly.

CHILD PROTECTION MENTAL HEALTH AND
PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT (MHPSS)

MHPSS services were provided to 229 000 children and caregivers across
the targeted woredas. MHPSS activities mainly include level 2 community
and family support to recovery, well-being and resilience, and referral to
level 3 and level 4 focused and specialised services.

In 2021, 7900 parents were also trained by child protection partners on
positive parenting skills to improve their understanding of child
development and promote positive discipline.

CAPACITY BUILDING

Child protection partners provided capacity building to 30,700
community members (55 % female; 45 % male), including to child
protection case workers, frontline service providers as well on child
protection risks, as well as identification and prevention of the risks and
referral of girls’ and boys’ survivors to specialised services. Child
protection case workers were specifically trained on the national case
management framework, as well as Family tracing and reunification and
alternative care provision.

AWARENESS RAISING FOR PREVENTION AND RISK
MITIGATION

In 2021, 203,000 individuals were reached across eight regions with
sensitisation messages and communication on Child Protection issues
including risk education, prevention of separation, prevention of
violence.
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The Child Protection Area of Responsibility (CP AoR) in Ethiopia is
comprised of approximately 25 organisations including, UN, INGO, NNGO,
Donors, and Government entities. The AoR is activated in eight regions in
Ethiopia, in addition to the national coordination in Addis Ababa.

Areas with dedicated CP AoR coordination:

Addis Adaba
Mekelle
Shire

Areas with doublehatting CP AoR coordination:

Afar

Benishangul Gumuz

e Gambela

e QOromia
e Somali
e SNNP

e  Sidama (coordinated from SNNP)

Areas with ongoing recruitment of dedicated CP AoR coordination:
e Ambhara
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Challenges in 2021

e Intensified conflict in the second half of the year in the northern
regions hampered the provision of CP services due to lack of
access.

e  Operation constraints in Tigray, including lack of cash, means of
communication and fuel, led partners to discontinue the
provision of some CP services.

e Limited funding for the sector: Only 24 per cent of the 2021 HRP
financial requirement was met.

e Limited presence of child protection actors with capacity in child
protection in emergencies and a weak coordination capacity on
the sub-national level
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