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Ethiopian refugees who fled Ethiopia’s Tigray 

conflict arrive by bus at the Um Raquba refugee 

camp in eastern Sudan, December 11, 2020.  

© 2020 Yasuyoshi Chiba via AFP/Getty Images

Since the outbreak of armed conflict in Ethiopia’s northern Tigray region on November 4, 2020, hundreds of thousands of Tigrayans 
living in the Western Tigray Zone have been forcibly displaced from their homes through a campaign of violence, expulsion, threats, 
and intimidation.  

“We Will Erase You From This Land,” based on more than 400 interviews with victims of abuses, family members, witnesses, and 
others conducted between November 2020 and March 2022, documents how security forces and officials from the neighboring 
Amhara region subjected Tigrayans to a coordinated campaign of ethnically targeted persecution and violence. With the acquiescence 
and possible participation of Ethiopian federal forces, they carried out extrajudicial executions, rape and other acts of sexual violence, 
enforced disappearance, and pillage, and imposed a regime of restrictions on movement and denial of basic services and 
humanitarian aid. Amhara security forces also subjected Tigrayans to prolonged arbitrary detention in life-threatening conditions 
that included torture and other ill-treatment.  

Many of the grave abuses documented in this joint report by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch amount to war crimes 
and crimes against humanity, part of a widespread and systematic attack against the Tigrayan population in Western Tigray. Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty International call on the Ethiopian government and its regional and international partners to urgently end 
these abuses, including by demobilizing abusive militias, and impartially investigating and appropriately prosecuting security force 
members and civilian authorities implicated in serious abuses in Western Tigray pending investigations into their role, as steps to 
counter prevailing impunity. Ethiopia and its international partners should also support, as part of any consensual agreement between 
the warring parties, the deployment of an African Union-led international peacekeeping force, and ensure independent and sustained 
humanitarian assistance and protection monitoring in Tigray. 

“We Will Erase You From This Land” 
Crimes against Humanity and Ethnic Cleansing in Ethiopia’s Western Tigray Zone
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