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Basic Information
POPULATION (November 2020, estimated
)


 
      
            104,124,000

Males annually reaching recruitment age (estimate)
:  
  

        957,941
MILITARY SERVICE: Obligatory for all males.
 
Duration: 
      36 months

Minimum recruitment age: 18 (16 for volunteers).  


Conscientious objection:   NOT recognised.
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2020
:
            



        438,500

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age  

         45.8%    

(of which conscripts)




      320,000 (73% - 33.4%)
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2020

  

                   $ 4,505m                                
 
Per capita








                             $44

As % of  GDP 









1.2%
Background: Military Service in Egypt

According to Article 58 of the Egyptian constitution, "Defence of the homeland and its territory is a sacred duty and conscription is compulsory, in accordance with the law".   Obligatory military service for men between 18 and 30 was introduced and is regulated by the 1980 Military and National Service Act no. 127.   The duration of military service is three years; eighteen months for graduates, following which conscripts are allocated to the reserves for nine years, with occasional refresher courses.   If in a given year the number of conscripts exceeds the number needed, the Egyptian authorities may exempt the superfluous conscripts by drawing lots. 

Postponement is possible for students for the duration of their studies or until they are 28, and for various domestic reasons.   Those whose fathers are retired are exempted while an older brother is serving.  Exemption from military service is possible for Jews, those with physical or mental disabilities, only sons of a family, and sons of Egyptian military personnel killed during the 1973 war with Israel.  According to the Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights, "those suspected of being members of the outlawed Islamic militant groups (...) are excluded from military service." 

There is no legal provision for conscientious objection and no alternative service.   Refusal to perform military service is punishable by a year's imprisonment and a fine, and potentially by an extension of the required military service by one year for graduates and three years for others. 

Men of conscription age may not obtain passports without proof that they have completed their military service or been exempted – this applies equally to those who are already outside the country..

Those who have acquired double nationality or who have reached the age of thirty without having performed military service may obtain exemption on payment of a fine. 

Juvenile recruitment
Egypt acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict on 6th February 2007.  The accompanying declaration included the statement that sixteen years constituted the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into the armed forces, and in reporting under the Optional Protocol in 2011 Egypt confirmed to the Committee on the Rights of the Child that this remained the case.  
In its Concluding Observations “the Committee calls upon the State party to inform without undue delay the Secretary-General of the United Nations on its new provision in domestic law which sets the minimum age of voluntary recruitment into the armed forces at 18 years and which will replace the State party’s current declaration under article 1 of the Optional Protocol. The Committee recommends that in recruiting volunteers who have not yet attained the age of 18 years, priority be given to the oldest. If the age of the volunteer cannot be determined, he or she shall not be admitted into the armed forces. “

The Committee on the Rights of the Child also noted the large number of military schools in Egypt, and, despite the lack of any suggestion that pupils at such schools were condsidered to be members of the armed forces, was particularly “concerned that Law No. 22 (1982) on Establishing Elementary Technical Military Schools permits children aged between 11 and 15 to enrol in certain military schools – despite a minimum age of admission of 15 years – provided that they have completed primary school education.”   It recommended, inter alia, that this discrepancy be removed and that the State party “ensure a clear prohibition of training on the use of firearms in military schools”.

Conscientious objection
Historically, there has reputedly been a considerable, but unquantified amount of draft evasion- Agence France Presse in 1993 reported that more than 4,000  evaders had been arrested by the security forces.   In 1972, two  conscripts who had refused to participate in the war against Israel were refused asylum in the Netherlands and were returned to Egypt. The report does not suggest that they cited conscientious objection as such.   Similarly. in 1991 at least twenty persons were detained not for conscientious objection, but for speaking out against Egyptian participation in the war against Iraq.
  
The first known declared conscientious objector in Egypt was Michael Nabil Sanad who in April 2009 had been  involved in setting up the movement “No to military service”.   Called up on 22nd October 2010,  he did not report and was detained by military intelligence for two days the following month, and again in February 2011.
Michael Nabil Sanad was subsequently to achieve global notoriety when imprisoned in 2011 for his role as a blogger during the “Arab Spring” demonstrations in Tahrir Square, Cairo.  
Arrested on 29th March 2011  on charges of  "insulting the military" and "obstructing public security", he was sentenced  on 10th to three years’ imprisonment; on 18th August 2011 the military appeal court declared that sentence void, and ordered a retrial, but without ordering his release.   On 23rd August he began a hunger strike, demanding an investigation of his case and the difference in treatment from two lower-profile bloggers whose cases were dismissed, and that he be transferred to hospital.
     
After multiple postponments, during which he persisted with his hunger strike, the retrial eventually took place on 14th December 2011, and he was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment.
  Following the trial he escalated his hunger strike; whereas he had previously been taking water and fruit juice he  now subsisted on water alone
In January 2012 he was among 1,959 prisoners pardoned by the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces to mark “the first anniversary of the Egyptian revolution.”
    
At some point during the saga, the situation regarding his refusal of military service was resolved by a decision that he was unfit on mental health grounds – a frequent “solution” to allow a state to close an individual case without  acknowledging conscientious objection.  
Over the following five years, a further six conscientious objectors refused call up, with the backing of “No to military service”, among them Mark Nabil Sanad, younger brother of Maikal, and Mostafa Ahmed el-Said, both of whom were exempted as “unsuitable” for military service in 2015.  They were followed in 2016 by Samir Eid el-Shabarty
  No report has been traced of the final outcome of this case.   
Also in October 2016, also, Kamal El_Ghety, a student at the Unicersity of Cairo requested that he be excused attendance at the compulsory subject “Military Education”, on the grounds that this conflicted with his pacifist beliefs.
Suggestions for the list of issues: 
Is the State party considering the institution of civilian alternative service for conscientious objectors to military service, to bring it into line with the international standards in this area?
What steps have been taken to implement the recommendations of the Committee ofn the Rights of the Child’s recommendation in 2011 that the minimum age for voluntary recruitment be raised to eighteen years and that in the interim when recruiting persons under that age priority should be given to the oldest, and also that no exceptions be permitted to the minimum age of 15 for admission to military schools, and that there is a clear prohibition on the trainning in the use of firearms in such schools?
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