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IRAN AFGHAN VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION - OCT 2021

827

refugees
repatriated
in 2021*

* Out of 827 repatriated refugees 817 are Afghans and 10 are Iraqgis.

UNHCR facilitates voluntary repatriation for Afghan refugees who wish to return to their home country, once it is established that their return is voluntary, safe, dignifed and durable. Since 2002,
UNHCR Iran has supported nearly 1 million refugees to return to Afghanistan. However, as the situation in Afghanistan remains fragile, only a small number of Afghan refugees in the Islamic Republic
of Iran have shown willingness and ability to return to their home country. For as long as they have to remain in Iran, UNHCR supports the host government in providing Afghans with health,
education and livelihoods opportunities. Individuals who are healthy, educated and have marketable-skills are typically more likely to return to their country of origin and feel capable of rebuilding
their lives. Nonetheless, ultimately, a longer-term, political solution for Afghanistan’s protracted crisis is the only way to ensure safe, sustainable and voluntarily return of refugees.
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specific needs

UNHCR helps returnees
with specific needs

Students excluded, the
age distribution for men
and women combined:

from Iran to Afghanistan including unaccompanied

Attain Student Visa for studying in Iran
Live in COO for the rest of my life
Financial problem in Iran

To get married in COO
Family member departed/living in COO

POPULATION PROFILE
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VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION TRENDS

Trend over the years (2011 - 2021) In the month of October UNHCR facilitated the

repatriation of 17 returnees to Afghanistan and 4

15000 15,006 returnees to Irag. This represents a slight decrease

compared to the 29 repatriations facilitated in August.
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During this timeline, there were 4 Iraqi refugees who repatriated from East and West Azerbaijan
to Erbil, 4 from Khuzestan to Al-Qurna, and 2 others from Fars to Kirkuk.

VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION BY PROVINCE IN IRAN & INTENDED AREA OF RETURN IN AFGHANISTAN
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Sources: UNHCR Iran. Updated: Nov 2021. Contact: Patricia Delis-Gomez, Protection Officer, delis@unhcr.org; Farha Bhoyroo, Communications Officer, bhoyroo@unhcr.org.



