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Introduction:

Kuwait Association of Social Workers has been established in 1967 AD by a promulgation Decision No. (46), registered with Ministry of Social Affairs (As Non-Governmental Public Benefit Society).
Association Objectives:

1. Protect interests of individuals working in the social field, developing their professional level in all methods and develop social professions in order to take over its appropriate position in support of the social goals of the community.
2. Contribute in provision of social care phases to individuals and groups whose conditions do not allow them to fully benefit from the governmental services or those in need to more specialized care.
3. Delivering social awareness to all classes of the community in all available methods in order to achieve the utmost volume of solidarity, stability and social integration in cooperation with the official and other voluntary authorities.
4. Conduct field researches for the purpose of determining volume of the social issues and phenomena that may impede the expected social development of the community and propose the policies that may support the competent authorities to overcome these issues.
5. Exchange of information and professional expertise with the international, Arab and local authorities, in particular those concerned with the social care affairs in all ways and methods, including holding Arab and international conferences and issuance of books, brochures, magazines, etc.
· Kuwait Association of Social Workers is, as a civil society organization, responsible for the community as a whole to monitor and explain several main points in the Shadow Report Submitted to the Committee on The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, devoted to activate role of the civil society in the State of Kuwait, which have the legal control constitutionally and democratically in monitoring the phenomena in society movement and determine the position required.
· The Report has been prepared according to the followed methodology taking into account the following:

· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
· Closing notes on the 2nd Periodic Report of The State of Kuwait.

· Teams of social monitoring at Kuwait Association of Social Workers.

The most significant phenomena monitored and their implications:

1- National Authority for Human Rights 
Human Rights Commission (National Authority for Human Rights) has been established in accordance with Law No. (67) of 2015. After years of our continuous demands, however some articles of the Law are not consistent with Paris Principles, in particular the supervising authority, what prevent Human Rights Commission from obtaining financial and administrative autonomy.
Recommendations:

· Amendment of Law on Human Rights Commission establishment in consistency with Paris Principles.

2- Illegal Residents
Despite establishment of The Central System for the Remedy of Situations of Illegal Residents by the Government since November 2010 and the several government efforts exerted including giving human and civil benefits, facilities and miscellaneous contributions, but these efforts are not sustainable and do end the main part of the dilemma, i.e. remedy of situation of illegal residents and those who are entitled to obtain citizenship or not, to eliminate the suffering experienced by many of them and to protect the future of their children and future generations, in particular those whose names, the names of their parents or grandparents are listed in the State Census of 1965, those who participated in wars in particular The Liberation of Kuwait War in 1991, those who contributed to the great deeds of the State of Kuwait and actually address the conditions of those who are not entitled to citizenship.
Recommendations:

· Accelerating of granting eligible citizens the right to citizenship, addressing conditions of those who are not eligible, in particular those who obtained the State Census of 1965 AD, those who participated in The Liberation of Kuwait War and those who contributed to great deeds for the State of Kuwait.

· Working on implementation of the recommendations of the Human Rights Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights issued on December 18, 2013 regarding illegal residents.
· Working on implementation of the recommendations of the Committee On Elimination of Racial Discrimination issued on March 9, 2021 regarding illegal residents in the country.

3- The Handicapped
The State of Kuwait is one of the few countries in the world that gives exceptional benefits to the handicapped, in particular financial benefits, early employment retirement and housing priority. However, there are psychological and social obstacles facing people the handicapped, including lack of specialized clinics that treat the psychological aspect of the handicapped, and the Kuwait Rehabilitation Hospital did not succeed in providing the necessary treatment or assistance and many of the handicapped suffer from pain relief clinics, which forces them to live with painkillers until it leads them to addiction.
All of the above are basic health issues that you may not find in the State of Kuwait except in a very simple way.

Recommendations:

· Providing a specialized treatment center for the handicapped.

· Providing an addiction treatment center and specialized clinics for pain relief.
· Accelerating employment of the handicapped in governmental jobs with actual jobs through which they can participate in society and the development of encouraging benefits for the employment of the handicapped in the Private Sector.
4- Woman

The Kuwaiti Government and National Assembly (the Legislative Institution) has managed to empower women with multiple rights, and Kuwaiti women were able to achieve many successes and challenges. In recent years, almost no governmental formation if free of the presence of a Kuwaiti woman among its staff. However, there is a basic economic and social obstacle for women to obtain the right to housing through government housing (provided by the Public Authority for Housing Welfare), which many Kuwaiti families wait for years to obtain or to be able to buy housing by direct purchase.
Recommendations:

· Land release and placing them on the markets.
· Providing economic housing, in particular for unmarried women, widows and divorced women, commensurate with the government housing loan and its conditions, as well as providing temporary rental housing for those who do not meet the conditions.

5- Labor Rights
· Guarantor System

Kuwait is still operating by the necessity of having a Kuwaiti guarantor, an individual, a Kuwaiti company or an institution to guarantee any foreign employee or worker, which paved the way for profiteers and opportunists to trade in expatriate workers by recruiting them for sums of money, taking into account that no seriousness on the part of the government in fighting the residence merchants has been noticed.
The Administrative Decision No. 520 of 2020 has been issued by the Public Authority for Manpower, prohibiting issuance of a work permit to those who reached the age of sixty and above for holders of a high school certificate or less and its equivalent certificates. This Decision has been issued after the popular campaign to modify the demographic structure and fight residence dealers, which affected many of the expatriate residents, most of whom lived for long periods of their lives in the State of Kuwait and Kuwait is a second country for them, while the concerned authorities ignored the development of an actual plan to modify the demographic structure and raise the percentage of Kuwaiti youth in the private sector, as the percentage of Kuwaiti workers in the private sector has decreased to only 20% of the total number of workers in the private sector.
Recommendations:

· Developing a material mechanism to raise the percentage of Kuwaiti workers in the private sector.
· Revocation of Administrative Decision No. 520 of 2020 issued by the Public Authority for Manpower.
· Creating systems that enable the recruitment of workers in accordance with international standards.
· Increasing the ability of inspectors to monitor any violations of workers’ rights and trade with them and any violations of the Labor Law No. 6 of 2010 regarding work in the private sector.
· Domestic Workers
The Kuwaiti National Assembly (the Legislative Council) approved Law No. 68 of 2015 concerning domestic workers, which aims to preserve their rights. Although it is considered a good action, we hope that the guarantor system will be revoked, in order to ensure that there is no compulsion to work.
Recommendations:

· We strongly call for the revocation of the guarantor system and creation of systems that enable recruitment of workers in accordance with international standards.
· Requiring recruitment offices to educate workers about rights and obligations and ways to deal with any labor problem or violation of rights, if any, with deterrent penalties for violators.
6- Non-governmental organizations
Article (43) of Kuwait Constitution of 1962 stipulates that:
(Freedom to form associations and unions on a national basis and by peaceful means is guaranteed in accordance with the conditions and manner specified by law. No one may be compelled to join any association or union).
Law No. 24 of 1962 regulates the political and legal framework within which civil organizations operate in Kuwait. According to this law, the Ministry of Social Affairs monitors the work of Non-Governmental Associations. Although the Ministry of Social Affairs in recent years prior to the Covid-19 pandemic has approved the establishment of new public benefit associations that do not receive any government aid, there are many associations that have submitted promulgation requests and have not been responded to, which hinders the establishment of notarized civil institutions that may practice their activities freely and without any discrimination, as civil society groups who seek to promulgate specialized associations face many obstacles when requesting promulgation. This also withdraws when practicing their activities, as some may be convicted of violating the applicable laws or not obtaining the confidence of the community, governmental and private organizations, as they do not have official promulgation and that their activities are suspicious in view of others.
Civil society institutions in Kuwait also suffer from lack of serious cooperation by government agencies, especially when discussing relevant laws and prior to its issuance and taking the opinion of civil society institutions on its provisions.
Recommendations:

· Flexibility in approving establishment of new civil society institutions in all forms and activities.

· Activating community participation between government agencies and civil society institutions.

7- Family

Pursuant to Article No. (9) the Kuwaiti Constitution which stipulates: (The family is the corner stone of Society. It is founded on religion, morality, and patriotism. Law shall preserve the integrity of the family, strengthen its ties and protect under its support motherhood and childhood) Kuwaiti families are still suffering a lot; as the competent authorities have ignored the actual and correct activation of the role assigned to them in actual way and due to the multiple problems experienced by families, as the Supreme Council for the Family Affairs still has not fulfilled the role entrusted thereto effectively. The State of Kuwait still lacks Accommodation Centers for Victims of Domestic Violence and Child Protection Centers. Despite the positive initiative to adopt the Domestic Violence Law by the Kuwaiti National Assembly, the laws need actual implementation for their success.
Recommendations:

· Activating role of the Supreme Council for the Family Affairs.

· Establishment of Accommodation Centers for Victims of Domestic Violence and Child Protection Centers stipulated in Article (77) of Law No. 921) of 2015 on Child Rights.
· Drafting a strategy and a national plan to protect against domestic violence and family problems of all kinds.

· Activating role of the national institutions concerned with family to raise the required awareness and culture.

· Providing accommodation centers for age groups and both sexes who need institutional care.

· Spreading the concept of the family and its importance and the damages of domestic violence in the national educational curricula.
· Activating role of the family centers and society development centers at the government agencies.

· Protection and support of domestic violence victims.

8- Right To Health

Since its inception until recent years, Kuwait has made great efforts in establishing a series of various hospitals and health centers. Although the Ministry of Health is one of the ministries that consumes a very large portion of the State Budget, and there are also a large number of private hospitals that provide various health services, there is a clear violation of rights of the patient, as the medical appointments in Governmental Sector in some specialties are very long, which increased during COVID-19 pandemic period, consultant doctors have the right, according to the law, to practice work at the Ministry of Health and open a private clinic, due to the absence of prudent management, this combination made it difficult to reach the consultant doctor except in his private clinic. This is an individual phenomenon on the part of some consultants, not all of them. However, the Ministry did not develop and implement regulations when the consultant doctor abuses his right to combine work for the Governmental Sector with his personal clinic and ask patients to review him in his private clinic.
All the foregoing and the poor medical management in some hospitals contributed to increase patients number in need for treatment abroad (Outside State of Kuwait) To obtain an appropriate diagnosis or treatment and bear many psychological and social burdens.
With our extreme anxiety due to severe addiction to painkillers and narcotics.
Recommendations:

· Addressing the issue of combining and developing regulations on professional integrity and deterrent penalties against the abuse of patients' rights.

· Application of the International Standards in services quality and safety of patients.

· Establishment of specialized hospitals for the treatment of addiction in each governorate.
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