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Madam President,

Amnesty International welcomes the acceptance of at least 218 out of 274 recommendations
received by Sierra Leone in its third review, aimed at improving the human rights landscape in
the country.!

In particular, we welcome the recent abolition of the death penalty, as recommended by several
states,? and to expedite the Gender Equality Bill, currently awaiting Parliamentary debate and
approval.®> We also applaud Sierra Leone’s reported change of position to accept a
recommendation to enact legislation for the protection of human rights defenders.*

Madam President,

We are however appalled that Sierra Leone has not accepted numerous recommendations on the
eradication of female genital mutilation (FGM) which is a violation of the rights of women and
girls.® This entrenched cultural practice has resulted in a huge drop out of girls from schools,
promoted early and forced marriage and often results in preventable maternal death.

We are also concerned at the slow progress in the implementation of recommendations made in
the previous review on expediting the constitutional review.® Although there is a cabinet
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conclusion on the recommendations, we urge that the process be fast tracked in order to
implement accepted recommendations from the second and third UPR reviews.

Madam President,

In closing, we wish to express our regret that, once again, Sierra Leone merely noted
recommendations to adopt measures to guarantee the human rights of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex persons and to decriminalize same-sex relations between
consenting adults.” We call on Sierra Leone to reconsider its position on these
recommendations.

Thank you.
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