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KEY DISPLACEMENT FIGURES

A> 2.9M A> 570,482 A» 72,065

Estimated internally displaced
persons (IDPs) within Afghanistan as
of 31 December 2020

TIMELINE IN KEY EVENTS

31 May
More than 200,000 IDPs induced by
conflict, recorded since January 2021

15 July

UNHCR
provides
support to more
than 100,000
IDPs in 2021

13 July
UNHCR warns
of a imminent
humanitarian
crisis

6 August
Some 200
refugees cross
from Nimroz
province,
Afghanistan,
into Iran

13 August
UNHCR warns
Afghanistan’s
conflict taking

the heaviest toll on
displaced women
and children

27 August
Regional
Preparedness

and Response
Plan launched

REGIONAL

6 July
International
troop withdrawal
largely complete

14 July

UNAMA
increasingly
concerned of
abuses and
violations alleged
in Afghanistan

15 July

UN warns of
Afghan funding
shortfall and
deepening
humanitarian
crisis

9 August
Conflict induced
IDPs cross
500,000 this year

in Afghanistan
S

16 August
UNHCR releases
position on
returns to

Afghanistan

31 August
Foreign troop
withdrawal

Estimated total conflict induced
IDPs within Afghanistan
since 1 January 20211

o
A» 2.2M
Refugees and asylum-seekers
from Afghanistan in neighboring countries
as of 31 December 2020

Refugees and asylum-seekers
in Afghanistan

as of 1 September 2021

]
A» 16,500
Estimated newly arrived Afghan refugees

who approached UNHCR and partners in
neighboring countries since 1 January 20212

HIGHLIGHTS

As the evacuation flights from Kabul airport ended on 30 August, the needs in Afghanistan
remain enormous with half the population requiring humanitarian assistance.

There are some 570,000 newly internally displaced persons (IDPs) induced by conflict since
January 2021, which increased by almost 20,000 since the last update. The priority needs of
IDPs remain shelter, non-food items, livelihoods, and cash assistance to meet their basic
needs, according to the most recent inter-agency assessments.

Some IDPs are starting to return to their places of origin as the security situation in some
areas has stabilized. The number of IDP returnees could yet further increase.

UNHCR has access to all provinces in Afghanistan, operating in some two thirds of districts,
in the reporting period. In August, UNHCR has assisted some 20,000 IDPs through its
emergency programming, including through the provision of tents, cash, hygiene kits, and
other essential items. This brings the number of IDPs that UNHCR has provided emergency
assistance to this year to some 240,000 individuals. Humanitarian assistance and
distributions by UNHCR and partners are ongoing in Kabul, Helmand, Zabul, Kunar,
Kandahar, Nangarhar, Badghis, and other provinces.

UNHCR has continued with its regular community programming in the country, including the
development of schools, infrastructure, and expanding livelihood opportunities. This has
reached more than 1.3 million people this year, which has increasingly included IDPs
returning to their places of origin.

UNHCR has been able to continue with some of its protection activities in recent weeks,
including border monitoring, case management, and psychosocial support. UNHCR
continues to do its utmost to respond to protection queries, which have consisted of more
than 5,000 in the past week alone, representing an exponential increase.

UNHCR continues to provide support to pre-existing refugees and asylum seekers in
Afghanistan. This includes through protection and community mobilisation activities, as well
as case management.

Unhindered and safe humanitarian access, ensuring safety and security of staff, particularly
of females, and intermittent border closures, remain challenges for UNHCR and partners in
carrying out humanitarian work and operations.

There are currently no commercial flights to travel outside of Afghanistan. Most of the land border-crossing points have been closed,
except in limited instances for those with visas, passports, or valid travel documents. UNHCR continues to call on neighboring countries
to keep their borders open to those seeking safety, particularly as numbers attempting to leave by land borders and those Afghans
intending to seek asylum could increase.

UNHCR has, however, observed steady numbers of Afghans moving towards the Pakistan border posts, particularly to the Chaman-
Spin Boldok crossing point. UNHCR has increased its border monitoring on both sides and is continuously assessing the evolving
situation, particularly as it concerns Afghans that may be seeking refuge and safety.

The numbers of Afghans approaching UNHCR or partners offices and/or recorded based on key informant interviews in neighboring
countries has increased. The recorded numbers do not purport to represent total border population movements or total new arrivals,
which would likely be a significantly higher number.

Based on this data collection, the number of new arrivals to neighboring countries is currently reported at least some 16,500 since the
start of this year and this number is increasing. This includes more than 5,300 new Afghan arrivals to Pakistan (largely informed by key
informant interviews), the majority of whom are women and children and arrived, as well as some 3,400 in Iran. The vast majority of
those interviewed report leaving Afghanistan for security-related reasons.

UNHCR continues to work with authorities in countries neighbouring Afghanistan to plan and prepare for potential future large-scale
movement of Afghan refugees, including to safeguard their right to seek asylum. UNHCR, together with Partners, has launched an
inter-agency Regional Preparedness and Response Plan for the projected needs of any new Afghan refugees.

Publishing date: 01 September 2021 | Author: UNHCR Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific (RBAP).

1 Source OCHA, as of 29 August: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/idps

2 The number of new arrivals includes those who approached UNHCR and Partners in Tajikistan (4,750) and Iran (3,400), those collected largely through key informant interviews in Pakistan (5,300), as well as
the Afghans who were hosted by the Iranian authorities at border locations (3,000) since 1 January 2021, although most of the latter group are thought to have returned. The vast majority of those interviewed
report leaving Afghanistan for security-related reasons. The overall number of Afghans with international refugee protection needs is likely to be much higher.


https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/idps
https://www.refworld.org/docid/611a4c5c4.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/611a4c5c4.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/611a4c5c4.html
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385

UNHCR REGIONAL BUREAU FOR ASIA AND PACIFIC (RBAP)

? AN\
4 (\ ) U N HCR AFGHANISTAN EMERGENCY - REGIONAL OVERVIEW MAP
N2 theun Refugee Agency as of 01 September 2021

UZBEKISTAN Districts of Republican

Al Dushanbe  Subordination TAJIKISTAN
Kashkadarya

Chardzhou

TURKMENISTAN o PP * 1 itonomous

Region Region

L o s

v DN} N

Surkhandarya

CHINA

Badakhshan

Jawzian Balkh - @ Kunduz 2 S
}\ @ M Kunduz kah
. M ISharif axnar Pakistan-administered
@ Mashad azar-iyshari PR £5162,553 Kashmir
2 ARERAE] ‘Samangan Legend
Faryab g Baghlan PAidn ol B
Razavi Sar-e-Pul anjs erNUriSta S - - SRS Estimated number of IDPs within Afghanistan
Khorasan B ( ’ as of 31 December 2020
@Badghls B Y h z_) 80,180 Registered refugees and asylum-seekers from
! amyan (ﬁ Ka 1Sa ar Afghanistan in neighbouring countries
DOgharO% v . PN ) Parwan Eaghman AR : (. as of 31 December 2020
. U A A Kabul m -~ Estimated internal displacement within Afghanistan |
ﬁ Herat " Gh A9 . Hari pu r’ K Z ’ since 1 January 2021, who remain displaced
@ h Z-) 76 102 or 39107 021 Wa rdak N ‘ Estimated newly arrived Afghan refugees
A2 ~
- 36,388 m ‘ Z—) ), ®.0.0 8 Who have approached UNHCR and Partners in
780,000° Herat - Peshawar =\ Vo liave app
-~ ighboring countries since 1 January 2021
AFGHANISTANSEL, | i ,
Day undi m Kohat Islamaba(? Reglstered Afghan refugees PoR card holders.
6 4003 (_E' A . Reglstered Afghan refugees Amayesh card holders.
2,888,600 G haZnI ‘ « Includes the number of Afghans who recently approached
UNHCR since the end of June, as well as the Afghans currently
UrUZga n being hosted by the Iranian authorities at border locations.

ISLAMIC Farah PN Paktika

REPUBLIC * w zabul [T
OF IRAN ° s

South A rg
out ) ® .
Khorasan Hilmand Kandahargy

Borhantn | Beochistan ’ kandahar T 5,300°4R
E Nimroz Loralai .
Aé/_\’ n @ auetta Punjab
A

Khyber P A K I S T A N 4 Number of Afghans reported by key informants.

Pakhtunkhwa )
UNHCR Country Office

UNHCR Sub-Office

UNHCR Field Office/Unit

PARRSs - Priority Areas for Return
and Reintegration

Encashment Centre

ee

-

Proof of Registration
Card Modification Centre

Transit/Reception Centre
Voluntary Repatriation Centre

ISLAMIC >
REPUBLIC % ‘~ E Balochistan
OF IRAN ‘) Dalbandin Official Crossing point

2]
0l
M
M
A
/\  Provisional Site

Arrows do'ot reflect the routes but only indicate outflow movement. International boundaries

PAKISTAN The boundarigs and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. . ) .
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by th€ parties. Admin 1 State/Province boundaries

Data sources: UNHCR operations, OCHA | Author: UNHCR Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific (RBAP)
For feedback and clarifications, please write to UNHCR RBAP at < rbapdima@unhcr.org >



