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COI QUERY RESPONSE

Security situation, civilian casualties, damageto civilian infrastructure and
displacement in the Gaza Strip, between 1 May 2020-31 May 2021

1. Security Situation

During the period May-July 2020, some of the violent events that occurred in Gaza include: On 6
May 2020, ‘a Palestinianarmed group in Gaza fired a rocket towards Israel, after whichIsraeli tanks
shelled a number of militarysites in Gaza’, without any casualties reported by the source.! Between
2-15 June 2020, a ‘Palestinian armed group fired a rocket towards Israel, following which, Israeli
forces bombed a few military sites and open areas near the perimeter fence’, with no casualties
reported. Moreover, during 2-15 June 2020, the same source recorded five instances when ‘Israeli
forces entered Gaza and carried out land-levelling and excavation operations near the perimeter
fence, east of Gaza, Beit Lahiya, Jabaliy a and Rafah’.2 On 26 June 2020, a ‘Palestinian armed group
fired two rockets towards southern Israel’, towhich the Israeliforces responded with air strikes, and
no casualties were reported.3 On5 July 2020, a ‘Palestinianarmed group fired three rockets towards
southern Israel’, while air strikes launched by Israeliforces damaged ‘three Palestinian houses and a
farm’, and no casualties were reported.* Between 30 June-13 July 2020, ‘Israeliforces entered Gaza
and carried out land-levelling and excavation operations near the fence’ three times.>

In August 2020, hostilities escalated due to an increase in the number of incendiary balloons
launched from Gaza®, while between 11-24 August 2020, ‘Palestinian armed groups’ launched
rockets towards Israel, leading tolsraeliresponse attacks.” The Israeliauthorities also ‘reduced the
permissible fishing zone and halted the entry of most goods to Gaza’, including fuel and construction
material, ‘though the additional restrictions were loosened by early September’ 2020.8

On 31 August 2020, it was reported that ‘relative calm was restored’.® According to the UN, during
the approximately three weeks of conflict in August 2020, ‘63 rockets and mortars’ and ‘over 400
balloons carrying incendiary devices’ were launched from Gaza towards Israel, while the same
source claimed that ‘Israelisecurity forces launched over 160 missiles and tank shells against Hamas
positions in Gaza’.1% An unexploded missile was also found ‘inside an UN-run school's compound in
Gaza's Shati refugee camp’.!! According to a report by non-governmental organization B'Tselem,
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between 6-31 August 2020, the Israelimilitary had ‘attacked more than 100 targets inthe Gaza Strip
using tanks and airplanes’, and had bombed ‘densely-populated areas’.1?

Between September-December 2020, rocket attacks from Gaza tolsrael were recorded, to which the
Israeli forces responded with shelling and airstrikes.!3 Civilian targets were reported occasionally,
such as on 15 and 21 November 2020, when Israeli air strikes responding to ‘rockets launched from
Gaza’ hit ‘military sites’ as well as ‘open areas and farmlands in Gaza’.1* On 26 December 2020,
Israeli airstrikes hit ‘multiple areas’ in Gaza, injuring three Palestinians, and damaging civilian
infrastructure including ‘two schools, two factories, a hospital, a mosque, electricity towers and a
water carrier’.15

On 18 and 19 January 2021, rockets were shot from Gaza into Israel, leading to Israeli airstrikes on
military targets in Gaza. According to UN OCHA, ‘one shell hit a Palestinian house in the Al Maghazi
refugee camp, injuring a man and causing damage’, while ‘an agricultural field in Khan Younis’ was
damaged.®

A 25 March 2021 UN report stated that, since 26 February 2021, ‘Palestinian militants’ had ‘launched
six rockets and one incendiary balloon from Gaza into Israel’, while the Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
responded by firing 11 missiles into Gaza, injuring seven Palestinian civilians.? Similarly, on 15 and
16 April 2021, two rockets were fired from Gaza, to which the Israeli forces replied by firing at
‘Hamas-linked targets’.1®

On 24 April 2021, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process highlighted ‘the
recent escalations [..] around Gaza’, particularly the launching of rockets from Gazainto Israel.® On
26 April 2021, an EU ECHO report stated that, between 23-26 April 2021, ‘41 rockets werelaunched
from Gaza to Israel’ to which the IDF ‘responded with retaliation strikes from air, sea and ground
against Hamas positions’.2% Also on 26 April 2021, it was reported that the Israeli Coordinator of
Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) had ‘announced the complete closure of Gaza’s
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fishing zone’?1, although on 29 April 2021 the fishing restrictions were lifted.22 UNOCHA reported
that, between 13-26 April 2021, ‘hundreds of Palestinians in Gaza’ protested ‘near the Israeli
perimeter fence’, without any casualties being recorded at that time. 23

On 10 May 2021, tensions again escalated in Gaza, in response to the events in East Jerusalem,
where several Palestinian refugee families living in Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood were at risk of
forced eviction by Israeli settlers, as well as to the storming of Al Agsa mosque by Israeli police on 7
and 10 May 2021.24 During 10 May 2021, ‘Hamas and other armed groups launched a heavy rocket
barrage towards Israel’,towhich Israel ‘responded with intense airstrikes in Gaza including shelling,
missiles fired from fighter aircraft and attacks from the sea’.?> After 11 days of conflict, a ceasefire
was agreed upon, and entered into effect at 02:00 on 21 May 2021. 26 On 23 May 2021, UN OCHA
quoted ‘Israeli sources’ claiming that, ‘during the hostilities, Israeli forces carried out over 1 500
strikes from air, land and sea across the Gaza Strip, while Palestinian armed groups fired more than
4 000 rockets and projectiles towards Israel’.2” As of 27 May 2021, a UNOCHA report stated that no
‘further hostilities’ had been reported in Gaza since the beginning of the ceasefire.?2 Between21-26
May 2021, ACLED did not record any violent eventsin Gaza.?®

Data on violent incidents provided below is based on EASO analysis of publicly available curated
datasets from the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED).3° For the purpose of this
COI Query Response, the following types of events were included as violent incidents in the analysis
of the security situation in the Gaza strip: battles; explosions/remote violence; and violence against
civilians. Protests were also included in the analysis. The ACLED data provided below refer to the
timeframe between 1 May 2020 and 31 May 2021.

According to data collected by ACLED between 1 May 2020-31 May 2021, there were 335 violent
events recorded, of which: 4 were recorded as battles; 231 were recorded as explosions/remote
violence; and 100 were recorded as incidents of violence against civilians. Moreover, 118 protests
were recorded by ACLED during the same period.3!

Distributed by month, the violent events were recorded as following:
e May 2020: 8 violent events (2 Battles, 2 explosions/remote violence; 4 incidents of violence

against civilians), and 1 Protest;
e June 2020: 7 violent events (6 explosions/remote violence; 1 incident of violence against

21 Al Mezan Center For Human Rights, Press Release: Israel’s arbitrary closure of Gaza fishing zone is a form of collective
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22 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 13-26 April 2021, 30 April 2021, url, p. 1

23 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 13-26 April 2021, 30 April 2021, url, p. 1

24 NYT, After Years of Quiet, Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Exploded. Why Now?, 15 May 2021, url; Euronews, Sheikh Jarrah: A
small neighbourhood making a big impact in the Gaza conflict, 20 May 2021, url; Global Centre for the Responsibility to
Protect, Atrocity Alert No. 252: Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Burkina Faso and Ethi opia, 13 May 2021, url
25 UN Human Rights Council, To avoid next round of violence, root causes must be addressed — Bachelet on escalation in
Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian territory, 27 may 2021, url

26 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt): Flash Update #12 - Escalation in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and Israel
(as of 12:00 21 May — 12:00 23 May), 23 May 2021, url, pp. 2,3

27 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt): Flash Update #12 - Escalation in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and Israel
(as of 12:00 21 May — 12:00 23 May), 23 May 2021, url, p. 3

28 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt): Response to the escalation in the oPt Situation Report No. 1: 21-27 May
2021,27 May 2021, url, p. 1
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30 ACLED (Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project), Dashboard, last updated 4 June 2021, url
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civilians), and 4 Protests;

e July 2020: 1 violent event (1 explosion/remote violence), and 3 Protests;

e August 2020: 35 violent events (31 explosions/remote violence; 4 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 4 Protests;

e September 2020: 6 violent events (3 explosions/remote violence; 3 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 3 Protests;

e October 2020: 12 violent events (6 explosions/remote violence; 6 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 14 Protests;

e November 2020: 16 violent events (10 explosions/remote violence; 6 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 11 Protests;

e December 2020: 10 violent events (4 explosions/remote violence; 6 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 3 Protests;

e January 2021: 24 violent events (1 Battle, 8 explosions/remote violence; 15 incidents of
violence against civilians), and 4 Protests;

e February 2021: 16 violent events (16 incidents of violence against civilians), and 15 Protests;

e March 2021: 21 violent events (1 Battle, 3 explosions/remote violence; 17 incidents of
violence against civilians), and 10 Protests;

e April 2021: 36 violent events (21 explosions/remote violence; 15 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 30 Protests;

e May 2021: 143 violent events (136 explosions/remote violence; 7 incidents of violence
against civilians), and 16 Protests. 32

2. Impact of conflict on civilians

Civilian Casualties

Estimates with regards to the number of civilian fatalities in Gaza during the reference period vary
slightly, depending on the source used. A UNOCHA database recorded 127 civilian deaths between 1
May 2020-31 May 2021.33 At the same time, figures quoted by UN OHCHR claimed that, only during
the violent events that occurred between 10 May-21 May 2021, some 128 of the total 256
Palestinians killed in Gaza were ‘believed to be civilians’.34

A frequent occurrence in Gaza during the reference period has been the firing of ‘warning shots’, by
Israeliforces, in ‘the areas adjacent to Israel’s perimeter fence, and off the sea coast, while enforcing
access restrictions’. Between May-December 2020, some 456 such incidents were recorded by
UNOCHA35, and civilian casualties were occasionally reported: between 28 April-11 May 2020, ‘two

32 EASO analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Files, Palestine — Gaza Strip, 1 May 2020 — 26
May 2021, url

33 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian Territory — Data on casualties, accessed 3 June 2021, url

34 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt): Response to the escalation in the oPt Situation Report No. 1: 21-27 May
2021, 27 May 2021, url, p. 1

35 UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 28 April-11 May 2020, 14 May 2020, url, p. 2;
UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 12 May-1 June 2020, 4 June 2020, url, p. 2;
UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 2-15 June 2020, 18 June 2020, url, p. 2; UNOCHA,
Occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report |16-29 June 2020, 2 July 2020, url, p. 2; UNOCHA, Occupied
Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 30 June-13 July 2020, 17 July 2020, url, p. 2; UNOCHA, Occupied
Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 14-27 July 2020, 30 July 2020, url, p. 2; UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian
territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 28 July-10 August 2020, 13 August 2020, url, p. 2; UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian
territory: Protection of Civilians Report | 25 August 2020-7 September 2020, url, pp. 1-2; UNOCHA, Occupied Palestinian
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fishermen were injured in one incident and two boats sustained damage3®; between 12 May-1 June
2020, ‘two fishermen were injured in two separate incidents’, while the source highlighted a
‘noticeable increase in the number of shooting incidents at the sea since April 2020’37; on 2 October
2020, one Palestinian civilian was shot and injured after approaching the security fence in Gaza33;
between 3-23 November 2020, one fisherman was injured**Meanwhile, between January-April 2021,
some 182 instances of Israeli forces firing warning shots ‘in the areas adjacent to Israel’s perimeter
fence, and off the sea coast’ were recorded by UNOCHA. 4° On occasions, these resulted in
casualties: forinstance, between 2-15 March 2021, two fishermen were shot and injured.4?

Other indicative events that occurred during the reference period include:

e Between 12 May-1 June 2020, a boy died after an ERW exploded ‘near his house in Beit
Lahiya’.42

e On 1 June 2020, one civilian was injured by two armed men who opened fire on ‘multiple
commercial stores [..]in Al-Zaitoun neighbourhood, in the east of Gaza city’.*3

e On 31 August 2020, two Palestinian children were injured by an ERW explosion near Khuza’a
village, Khan Younis.4

e According to the UN, during the approximately three weeks of conflict in August 2020, eight
Israelicivilians and ten Palestinian civilians were injured.*®

e Between 3-23 November 2020, two Palestinians boys were injured in ERW explosions in
Rafahand Deir al Balah. 4¢

e On 23 January 2021, a house in Beit Hanoun town that was allegedly used for storing
explosives, was destroyed in a blast, injuring 47 people. According to the source, ‘multiple
civilian structures, including 172 houses, three schools, a hos pital and a police station, were
damaged’.%’
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e On 21 and 25 February 2021, two Palestinian men and one child were injured in two
separate incidents by ERW explosions ‘in northern Gaza’.*®

e In March 2021, in its 2021 Freedom in the World report, Freedom House highlighted that
civilians in Gaza were suffering ‘serious hardship, due to ‘Israel’s de facto blockade of the
territory, periodic military incursions, and rule-of-law violations’. The same source
highlighted that ‘freedom of movement for Gaza residents is severely limited. Israel and
Egypt exercise tight control over border areas, and Hamas imposes its own restrictions on
travel’. #°

e During the conflict of 10-21 May 2021, according to figures released by UNOHCHR, and
quoted by UNOCHA, some 256 Palestinians were killed in Gaza, ‘of whom 128 were believed
to be civilians’. The same source reported that ‘almost 2 000 Palestinians were injured
during the hostilities’>°. Meanwhile, in Israel, at least 12 people, of which 11 were civilians,
were killed, and ‘hundreds were injured’, according to UNOCHA?5!, while non-governmental
organisation Doctors Without Borders recorded 13 Israelideaths.>2
On 17 May 2021, a Doctors Without Borders report underlined the ‘horrendous attacks on
civilians and civilian infrastructure’ in Gaza.>® On 21 May 2021, the UN stated highlighted
that ‘the indiscriminate or deliberate bombardment of civilians and towers housing civilians
in Gaza and Israel, as well as media organizations and refugee camps in Gaza’, were war
crimes.>*

Humanitarian Situation

According to UNOCHA, the estimated number of people in need of humanitarian aid in Gaza strip,
was expected to grow, from approximately 1.5 million in 2020 to an estimated 1.6 million people in
2021.%%> The 14-year land, air and sea blockade imposed by the Israeli authorities on Gaza Strip, is
still ongoing, impacting movements in and out of the Strip and the ability to trade.>® The UN World
Food Programme (UNWFP) has characterized the humanitarian conditions in Gaza as ‘alarming’,
since ‘poverty and food insecurity affect 53 percent and 68.5 of the population respectively’.>?
Prolonged electricity blackouts of about 12 hours a day>8, continued throughout the reference
period,®® and contributed, along with the longstanding restrictions on the movement of people and
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goods, to the degradation of infrastructure, including in the area of health, education, water and
sanitation.®

The mobility restrictions imposed since the outbreak of COVID-19 amplified the impact of pre-
existing conditions on the Gazan economy,®! while the unemployment reached 49% in the third
guarter of 2020.52 According to UNOCHA, about ‘9,500 families in Gaza living in rented
accommodation are at risk of eviction due to their inability to pay rental costs’. 63

Gaza’s already overwhelmed by chronic drug shortages, inadequate equipment and electricity
deficit, healthcare system was further encumbered by the outbreak of COVID-19.%4 As of end-
September 2020, only 19 out of 51 primary healthcare centres are functioning in Gaza, as part of the
efforts to contain the pandemic, while healthcare centres have been converted into COVID-19
qguarantine and isolation centres.®> The access of patients from the Gaza Strip to specialized
healthcare in hospitals outside their area, has also deteriorated, not only due the outbreak of the
pandemic, but also due to the restrictions imposed by the Palestinian Authority, between May and
November 2020, in response to Israel’s plantoformally annex parts of the West Bank.®¢ Throughout
2020, there was a decline in the number of referrals issued by the Palestinian Ministry of Health.®”

The period between 10-21 May 2021 has seen an escalationin hostilities between Palestinianarmed
factions and Israel.?® On 12 May 2021, EU ECHO reported that in the past two days, Israel rockets
had destroyed ‘civilian and public buildings’.®® The same day, NGO Euro-Mediterranean Human
Rights Monitor reported that Israeli forces had targeted ‘dozens of civilian objects’ and ‘densely
populated gatherings’.”’° On 13 May 2021, it was reported that the Israeli had destroyed ‘a 13-story
residential building’ in Gaza.”! The same day, Amnesty International highlighted that Israeli forced
had ‘damaged or destroyed at least two residential buildings housing tens of Palestinian families and
one office building in Gaza, in targeted attacks amounting to collective punishment of the Palestinian
population’.”2 Moreover, Reporters Without Borders highlighted the destruction of two buildings in
Gaza city, housing several media outlets.”> On 16 May 2021, a Doctors Without Borders/Médecins
Sans Frontieres (MSF) clinic, was damaged by Israeli airstrikes.” On 20 May 2021, Palestine’s
Minister of public works and housing stated that ‘the number of housing units completely destroyed
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has reached 1,800, while some 16,800 more housing units have been partiallydamaged’.”>Ina May
20 statement the municipality said the Israelistrikes on two water pipelines in the Gaza district of al-
Saftawi halted water supply to 20% of the city’s population.”®

UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported that, as of 24 May 2021, a total of 57 education facilities and
29 health facilities in the Gaza Strip have been damage.’” According to the same source, 600 000
children are affected by schools’ closure in Gaza Strip, while an estimated 800 000 people do not
have regular access to piped water, due to the damages tofeeder lines and networks.”8

Humanitarian access

Between May 2020 and May 2021, there were 165 attacks recordedin Gaza Stripand the West Bank
WHOQ'’s Surveillance System for Attacks on Healthcare.”® Throughout 2020, the UN WFP has assisted
282,058 people in Gaza Strip2°, while UNICEF provided hygiene kits through e-vouchers for 18 000
households in the Gaza Strip and facilitated the access to safe sanitation facilities for 70 000
people.8!

Between 7 and 20 May 2021, the World Health Organization reported 28 attacks on healthcare in
Gaza Strip.82 During the escalation of the violence in Gaza, several humanitarian organisations called
for the creation of humanitarian corridors to provide support to the affected population, as their
personnel could not have access to the area.® RSF reported that, on 12 May 2021, the Israeli
defence ministry’s Crossing Points Authority imposed a ban on foreign reporters entering the Gaza
Strip from Israeliterritory.8 MSF reported that 2 doctors were killed during the airstrikes near MSF’'s
clinic on 16 May 2021 and that access to healthcare for people with injuries was ‘severely restricted
as Israeli airstrikes have damaged many roads’.8> UNRWA reported on 20 May 2021, that two of
their staff were severely injured with one was stillin a critical condition. 8¢

3. Displacement

The Gaza Strip is home to a population of approximately 1 400 000 Palestine refugees and almost
600 000 of them live in the eight recognized Palestine refugee camps.8” Between 10 and 20 May
2021, thousands of people were forcibly displaced due to airstrikes and sought shelter in schools run
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by UNRWA or in relatives’ houses.®® As of 21 May 2021, 71 000 people were forcibly displaced in 48
UNRWA schools in Gaza, while 35 000 were estimated to live with host families. Following the
ceasefire, the majority have returned home, with 8 265 internally displaced people remaining with
host families and 235 in two UNRWA schools.3°
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