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− Canada − 
 
The current legislation on trafficking in persons in Canada covers all forms of trafficking indicated in 
the UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol. 
 
Investigations and suspects 
 

Number of cases of trafficking in persons recorded, 2015 – 2018** 

 
Source: The Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 

 
**2018 statistics are partial statistics only. 

 
 
 
 

Number of persons brought into formal contact with the police and/or criminal  
justice system because they have been suspected of, arrested for or cautioned for 

trafficking in persons, by sex, 2015 – 2018** 

 
Source: The Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 

 
**Formal contact with the police and/or criminal justice system may include persons suspected, arrested, or cautioned at 

the national level. 2018 statistics are partial statistics only. 
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Number of persons prosecuted for trafficking in persons, by sex, 2015 – 2018** 

 
Source: Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre. 

 
**2018 statistics are partial statistics only. 

 
 
 
 

Number of persons convicted of trafficking in persons, by sex, 2015 – 2018** 

 
Source: Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre. 

 
**2018 statistics are partial statistics only. 

 
 
 
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre did not 
report on the citizenships of persons convicted of trafficking for 2017 and 2018. Prior to 2017, 
authorities reported that the majority convicted were Canadian nationals.  
 

Source: The Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre. 

 
 

2015 2016 2017 2018

Females 16 24 33 27

Males 52 89 164 135

2015 2016 2017 2018

Females 0 3 5 2

Males 2 8 20 21
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Victims 
 

Number of victims of trafficking in persons detected, by age and sex, 2015 – 2018** 

 
Source: The Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National 

Coordination Centre. 
 

**2018 statistics are partial statistics only. 

 
 
 
Number of victims of trafficking in persons detected, by form of exploitation, 2015 – 2018** 

 
Source: Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre. 

 
**2018 statistics are partial statistics only. 

 
 
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre did not 
report on the citizenships of victims of trafficking in persons detected for 2017 and 2018. Between 
2014 and 2017, authorities reported that the majority of detected victims were Canadian nationals 
with small numbers of persons originating from Asia, Central America, and the Caribbean. In 2017, 
Canadian authorities reported 157 Canadian national victims trafficked domestically, and in 2018 
reported 139.  
 

Source: Royal Canadian Mounted Police – Human Trafficking Coordination Centre. 

2015 2016 2017 2018

Boys 3 1 1 1

Girls 63 68 77 38

Men 6 7 3 9

Women 165 155 188 91

2015 2016 2017 2018

Forced labour 9 0 2 10

Sexual exploitation 56 96 155 129
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− Mexico − 
 
The current legislation on trafficking in persons in Mexico covers all forms of trafficking indicated in 
the UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol. 
 
 
Investigations and suspects 
 

Number of cases of trafficking in persons recorded, 2015 – 2018* 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. 

 

 
 
 

Number of persons brought into formal contact with the police and/or criminal justice 
system because they have been suspected of, arrested for or cautioned for trafficking in 

persons*, 2015 –2018 

 
Source: Office of the Attorney General of the States and State Public Security Secretariats. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. Formal contact with the police and/or criminal justice 

system may include persons suspected, arrested, or cautioned at the national level. 
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Number of persons prosecuted for trafficking in persons, by sex, 2015 – 2018* 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. 

 
 
 

Number of persons convicted of trafficking in persons, by sex, 2015 – 2018* 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. 

 
 
 
The majority of persons convicted of trafficking in persons in 2017 and 2018 were Mexican nationals. 
A smaller number were persons whose citizenship was unknown. Between 2014 and 2017, the 
majority of persons convicted were also Mexican nationals, with smaller shares of convicted persons 
from Central American countries. 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

2015 2016 2017 2018

Females 32 166 41 61

Males 48 438 55 103

2015 2016 2017 2018

Females 83 74 35 18

Males 170 150 79 70
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Victims 
 

Number of victims of trafficking in persons detected, by age and sex,* 2015 – 2018 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. 

 
 
 
 

Number of victims of trafficking in persons detected, by form of exploitation, 2015 – 2018* 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. 

   

2015 2016 2017 2018

Boys 288 41 90 87

Girls 368 168 244 135

Men 283 63 106 23

Women 740 714 527 209

2015 2016 2017 2018

Forced marriage 8

Forced begging 34 70

Forced criminal activity of minors 13 76 32 16

Labor exploitation 479 88 154 84

Forced servitude 3 1 0

Forced labour 75 13 36 10

Sexual exploitation 825 678 698 529
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Citizenships of persons identified as victims of trafficking in persons by state authorities, 
2015 – 2018* (Tot=1310) 

 
Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 

 
*Figures present data reported by both local and federal authorities. 

 
 
 
 
In addition, authorities identified eight victims from other South American countries, eight from other 
Central American countries, six from the Caribbean, three from Eastern Europe, and one from 
another North American country. 
 

Source: National Commission of Superior Courts of Justice of the United Mexican States. 
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− United States of America − 
 
The current legislation on trafficking in persons in the United States of America covers sex trafficking 
and forced labour. 
 
 
Investigations and suspects 
 
The Departments of Justice (DOJ), Homeland Security (DHS), and State (DOS) are the primary 
investigating agencies for federal trafficking offenses. While the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
collects data on state and local human trafficking investigations, not all jurisdictions participate. In 
2018, participating state and local jurisdictions reported a total of 548 human trafficking offences 
resulting in arrest or solved for crime reporting purposes, 545 in 2017, and 654 in 2016. There is no 
other formal mechanism to track prosecutions at the state and local levels. 
 

Source: The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, 2018, 2019. 

 
 

Number of cases investigated by federal government agencies,  
October 1, 2015 – September 30, 2018** 

 
Source: The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, 2017, 2018, 2019. 

 
**Statistics are taken per fiscal year (FY) in the United States, which spans the period between October 1 and 

September 30.  

 
 
The Department of Defense (DoD) investigates trafficking in persons cases involving U.S. military, 
DoD civilians, and Defense contractor personnel. In 2018, DoD reported 119 human trafficking cases 
involving DoD personnel.  
 
The Department of Labor – Office of the Inspector General (DOL-OIG) investigates trafficking in 
persons cases involving fraud and abuse related to DOL’s programs, including Foreign Labor 
Certification programs. In FY 2017 and FY 2018, DOL-OIG opened four investigations both years 
related to labor trafficking allegations. 
 

Source: Department of Labor Office for the Inspector General 

Oct 2015-Sep
2016

Oct 2016-Sep
2017

Oct 2017-Sep
2018

Department of Homeland Security 1,029 833 849

Department of Justice 843 783 667

Department of State 858 787 667
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Number of persons prosecuted for trafficking in persons, 
October 1, 2015 – September 30, 2018** 

 
Source: The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, 2017, 2018, 2019. 

 
**These prosecutions represent federal human trafficking prosecutions initiated by DOJ. Data includes defendants 
charged under trafficking-specific criminal statutes and related non-trafficking criminal statutes. The data does not 

include child sex trafficking cases brought under non-trafficking statutes. 

 
 
The number of persons prosecuted for trafficking in persons does not correlate to the number of 
cases prosecuted as there may have been multiple defendants in a case. In 2016, DOJ brought 241 
prosecutions, 282 in 2017, and 230 in 2018. 
 

Source: The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, 2018, 2019. 

 
 

 
Number of persons convicted of trafficking in persons,  

October 1, 2015 – September 30, 2018** 

 
Source: The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, 2017, 2018, 2019. 

 
**These convictions represent federal human trafficking convictions secured by the Department of Justice. Data includes 

defendants charged under trafficking-specific criminal statutes and related non-trafficking criminal. The data does not 
include child sex trafficking cases brought under non-trafficking statutes. 
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Victims 
 

Number of potential and confirmed victims of trafficking in persons detected by  
DOJ-funded victim service providers, by age and sex, July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018 

 
Source: Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime. 

 
 
 
 

Number of victims of trafficking in persons assisted by the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), FY 2017 and FY 2018** 

 

 FY 2017 FY 2018 

Certification Letters to Foreign National Adults 448 412 

Sex Trafficking Victims 77 (17%) 90 (22%) 

Labor Trafficking Victims 335 (75%) 283 (69%) 

Sex and Labor Trafficking Victims 35 (8%) 33 (8%) 

Eligibility Letters to Foreign National Children 506 466 

Sex Trafficking Victims 105 (20.7%) 124 (26.6%) 

Labor Trafficking Victims 367 (72.5%) 312 (67%) 

Sex and Labor Trafficking Victims 34 (6.7%) 30 (6.4%) 

Trafficking Victim Assistance Program  1,531* 1,612* 

 Sex Trafficking Victims  194 (18%) 277 (22%) 

 Labor Trafficking Victims 796 (72%) 870 (68%) 

 Sex and Labor Trafficking Victims 109 (10%) 130 (10%) 

 
Source: Department of Health and Human Services Office on Trafficking in Persons. 

 
**Record-keeping systems used by DOJ and HHS did not allow for cross-referencing to determine which victims were 

served by both agencies 

Jul 2015-Jun 2016 Jul 2016-Jun 2017 Jul 2017-Jun 2018

Children transgender 17 20 31

Boys 87 146 192

Girls 1144 1593 1917

Adult transgender 91 133 174

Men 861 1136 1164

Women 3739 4975 5435
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The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued Certification and Eligibility Letters 
denoting the eligibility of foreign national victims for services and benefits to the same extent as 
refugees, provided grant funding for comprehensive case management for foreign national and 
domestic trafficking victims, and funded capacity-building grants for community-based organizations 
and child welfare systems to respond to trafficking. In FY 2017, HHS issued 954 Certification and 
Eligibility Letters and 878 in FY 2018. In FY 2018, 1,612 foreign national victims of trafficking and 
qualified family members and 1,149 domestic victims of trafficking received case management 
service through HHS’ grant-funded anti-trafficking programs. 
 
DOJ provided funding to develop, expand, or strengthen victim service programs for domestic and 
foreign national victims of trafficking. In FY 2018, DOJ provided $31.2 million for 45 victim service 
providers who offer comprehensive and specialized services across the United States, a significant 
increase from $16.2 million in FY 2017. DOJ also provided $1.2 million in new funding to increase 
the availability of trauma-informed services and address barriers to assisting labor trafficking victims.   
 

Source: Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime and the Department of Health and Human Services.  

 
 
The United States provides trafficking-specific immigration options through Continued Presence, 
which is a temporary immigration designation, and T nonimmigrant status, which is also a temporary 
immigration benefit. Those with T nonimmigrant status may be eligible to apply for lawful permanent 
resident status and eventually may be eligible for citizenship. T nonimmigrant status is available for 
victims of trafficking and eligible family members. In FY 2017, 1,336 victims and eligible family 
members were approved for T nonimmigrant status (672 victims and 690 eligible family members). 
In FY 2018, 1,278 were approved (580 victims and 698 eligible family members).  
 

Source: United States Citizenship and Immigration Services and the U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons 
Report 2019 

 
 

Number of potential and confirmed victims of trafficking in persons detected by DOJ-
funded victim service providers, by form of exploitation, July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018 

 
Source: Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime. 

 

Jul 2015-Jun
2016

Jul 2016-Jun
2017

Jul 2017-Jun
2018

Sex trafficking 3880 5104 5885

Forced labour 1528 1895 1748

Sex trafficking and forced labour 228 351 447

Unknown 303 653 833
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Citizenships of persons identified as potential and confirmed victims of trafficking in 
persons by DOJ-funded victim service providers, July 2016 – June 2018 

 

 
Source: Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime. 

 
 
 
Trafficking victims originate from almost every region of the world.  The top three countries of origin 
of federally identified victims in FY 2018 were the United States, Mexico, and the Philippines 
compared to the United States, Mexico, and Honduras in FY 2017. 
 

Source: The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, 2019. 
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