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CAUSES OF CONFINEMENTS

This year, there have been confinements in the departments of Nariño, Chocó, Norte de Santander, 
Antioquia, Arauca, Cauca, and Valle del Cauca that have affected more than 15,000 families or 61,000 
people to date. These figures represent an increase from the same period in 2019, when approximately 
6,000 families or 25,000 persons were confined. 

In November, 711 families or 2,500 persons were affected in Chocó and Cauca. The main causes of these 
events are threats to the communities, homicides, and activities by illegal armed actors aimed at controlling 
the population, and the most affected population are indigenous and Afro-descendants.  There is evidence 
of the deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the department of Chocó, especially in the coastal area 
of San Juan and in Cauca in the municipality of López de Micay.

1,000

15,000

20,000

PERSONS BY DEPARTMENT

35%

29%

Afro-
Colombians

IndigenousSmale 
scale farmers

Threats

Violence

Presence of illegal
armed groups

Homicides

Armed 
confrontation

9%

54%

16%

12%

9%

1 The confinaments reported in the infographic and monitored by UNHCR correspond only to the departaments in the coverage areas of its field offices. ² Across the country, OCHA 
has documented events with 18,072 families, or 68,802 people confined, as of November. Note: This factsheet was produced with the support of the European Union’s Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations department (ECHO).
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