A disability-inclusive world during the COVID-19 Outbreak and beyond
3 December 2020 – Today, on the International Day for Persons with Disabilities, the
United Nations in Iraq renews its commitment to achieving full and equal rights and
participation in society for all children, women, and men with disabilities. In doing
so, we pledge to continue working collectively towards a disability-inclusive and
accessible world for all, during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.
To “leave no one behind” is the central, transformative promise of the 2030 Agenda
and its Sustainable Development Goals. In Iraq, the UN Disability Inclusion
Strategy (UNDIS) aims to lead to full participation of and leadership by persons with
disabilities in all areas of life and community, in line with the theme of the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities: Building Back Better: toward
a disability-inclusive, accessible and sustainable post COVID-19 World.
Globally, more than one billion people experience some form of disability. Iraq is
thought to have one of the world’s largest populations of persons with disabilities.
In a country of almost 40 million, it is estimated that over four million people live
with one or more disabilities, including those resulting from past or recent armed
conflict. Among them are the most vulnerable refugees and displaced people.
The socio-economic consequences of the pandemic disproportionately impact upon
the rights of persons with disabilities. Measures taken to safeguard families’ health,
such as movement restrictions, restricted services and temporary closures of
businesses have had side-effects such as disrupting equal access to information,
health care, essential support and education. Households and individuals have also
changed their behaviours, including persons with disabilities and their carers who
may be concerned about the increased risks associated with COVID-19. Persons
with disabilities have been placed at even greater risk of isolation, stigmatization,
poverty, loss of employment, abuse and mental ill-health.
The pandemic has shown that protection, response and recovery efforts can only be
effective when everyone is equally valued and included. Critical and urgent action
is required to ensure that persons with disabilities are consulted and included in
public emergency planning, health response and recovery efforts.

“The commitment to protecting the dignity and human rights of all persons with
disabilities, ensuring their lives and rights are appropriately protected during the
COVID-19 pandemic is an investment in a common future and it is part of supporting
Iraq’s future success,” said Irena Vojáčková-Sollorano, UN Resident Coordinator and
Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq. “There is still a long way to go and we stand ready
to work together to ensure that everyone is included, empowered and contributes to
their community, so that every day will be a day for all.”
In support of the organizations of persons with disabilities, civil society and local
authorities already doing important work on the ground, the UN in Iraq will work
together to build a more inclusive, accessible, equitable, barrier-free and sustainable
post COVID-19 society for persons with disabilities, and multiply our efforts in
continuing to fully mainstream their rights.
While we appreciate the efforts made across the country for the inclusion of persons
with disabilities, Iraqi authorities are encouraged to take all necessary measures to
ensure the participation, safety and support of persons with disabilities in situations
of risk, especially during the pandemic; and to prioritize addressing how poverty and
deprivation disproportionally impact upon them.
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