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Appendix: Letter from the Ministry of National Education 
(Unofficial English translation by Human Rights Watch) 

 
December 3, 2019 
 
Republic of Senegal 
Ministry of National Education  
The Minister  
 
Subject: Transmission of the Human Rights Watch report on talibé children in Senegal 
 
Madam, 
 
In reading the report of your organization, Human Rights Watch, on the Senegalese 
government's efforts to protect talibé children and guarantee their rights, I would like to 
share with you some observations on behalf of the Ministry of National Education. 
 

• The creation of PAMOD (Projet d’appui à la modernisation des daara), the Daara 
Modernization Support Project, was mentioned in the Report and will indeed help 
to solve a certain number of problems in daaras related to the dynamics of equity, 
inclusion, and the right to education for every child. Its activities are followed by 
structures exclusively dedicated to daaras, notably the Daara Inspectorate and the 
Directorate of Arab Education, which ensure respect for norms, standards, and the 
protection of learners, the talibés. 

 
• In addition, the Ministry of National Education is implementing the Project to 

Support the Protection of Children in Education (Projet d’Appui à la Protection des 
enfants dans l’Éducation, RAP) to bring a better life to talibé children and create a 
safe environment that protects them from any form of violence. 

 
• The development of a reference system for the detection and management of risk 

situations affecting a student; this strategic document is available in the daaras 
with the Quranic teachers, and its translation in Arabic will make it possible to 
follow and address all the cases of violence in the daaras and schools. 
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• Finally, the Ministry of National Education has drawn up an important document; it 
is a “Directory of Regulatory and Legislative Texts concerning the Protection of 
Children in Daaras and in Schools” (Répertoire des textes réglementaires et 
législatifs relatif à la Protection des enfants dans les daara et en milieu scolaire) to 
reinforce advocacy and efforts to raise awareness for the respect of the identity of 
talibé children and students, as well as the sanction of all barriers to and violations 
of their rights. 

 
The reference system and the directory have been publicized in schools and daaras, with 
the support of the Academic Inspectorates and the Departmental Child Protection 
Committees (CDPE). 
 
Therefore, I remain attentive to the integration of these advances in Senegal which has 
greatly improved its legislative, regulatory and pedagogical mechanism to limit and/or 
eradicate violence and abuse against children, including talibés. 
 
Finally, the Ministry of National Education is very involved in the inter-ministerial 
committee for the removal of children from the streets (comité interministériel de lutte 
pour le retrait des enfants de la rue). Measures are envisaged for removal, but above all for 
school reintegration and apprenticeship. 
 
The Ministry of National Education has endorsed the Education for All (Éducation pour 
tous, EPT) resolutions which denounce degrading treatment to children in all teaching and 
learning structures. 
 
Thank you and distinguished consideration. 
 
 
 
To 
Madame Lauren SEIBERT 
Africa Division, Human Rights Watch  
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