Outcome UA:152/19 Index: MDE 14/1414/2019 Iraq Date: 15 November 2019

URGENT ACTION

ACTIVIST AND MEDIC RELEASED

On 13 November 2019, activist and medic Saba Mahdawi was released. Saba went missing
after being abducted by an unknown group on 2 November 2019. Her family confirmed to
Amnesty that Saba was in good health and had not been ill-treated.

NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS.

On 13 November 2019, activist and medic Saba Mahdawi was released and was able to return to her home, after
having spent 11 days in captivity. She had been abducted by armed masked men on 2 November 2019, as she was
driving home from Tahrir Square, in the Iraqi capital Baghdad, where massive anti-government protests have been
taking place since October 1, 2019. Saba is a volunteer and was providing medical aid to protesters in Baghdad at
the time of her abduction.

Her family confirmed to Amnesty that during her captivity, Saba was kept in a private house and was not ill-treated.
According to the information, her captors interrogated her repeatedly about her activities in Tahrir Square. Upon her
release, Saba drove herself home and is now in safety with her family. She is unable to verify the identity of her captors,
according to her family.

Since early October, Amnesty has documented a rising crackdown against activists, medics, lawyers and protesters by
the lraqi security forces and non-state armed groups. In many cases, activists were threatened, beaten and forced to
sign pledges.

To this date, the Iragi authorities have failed to launch an impartial and transparent investigation into the violations
and crimes committed by its security forces and non-state armed actors. We renew our call to the Iraqgi authorities to

immediately rein in its security forces and investigate and hold accountable those responsible for crimes, including
crimes committed by armed groups.

NAME AND PREFERRED PRONOUN: Saba Mahdawi (her/she)
THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL OUTPUT FOR UA 152/19

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde14/1369/2019/en/
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