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INTRODUCTION
Background: Population Mobility and Internal Displacement in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia faces significant internal displacement. In 2018, Ethiopia recorded the third highest number 
of new displacements worldwide, with 3,191,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs).¹ A significant 
portion of these displacements are conflict-induced, largely related to ethnic and border-based dis-
putes. Old tensions such as the contestation of the Oromia-Somali regional border which first flared 
up in 2017 continue to persist, while new conflicts have also emerged.

In April and later in June 2018, conflict which was aggravated by competition for land and resources 
broke out between Gedeo and Guji Oromo tribes in West Guji. It is estimated that by August 2018, 
748,499 IDPs were displaced from the Gedeo-West Guji conflict alone.² Following that, inter-commu-
nal violence in Jijiga in the same month resulted in the displacement of approximately 141,410 IDPs 
from the Somali regional capital.³ Adding to the displacement caseload, more than 90,000 IDPs were 
displaced in Amhara region in September 2018 due to longstanding tensions and sporadic conflict 
between the Amhara and Qemant communities.⁴ Simultaneously, a localized conflict in Benishangul 
Gumuz region and the East and West Wellega zones of Oromia displaced an estimated 191,995 IDPs.⁵

Ethiopia is also riddled with climate-induced displacement mainly caused by drought and floods. 
Beginning in 2015, Ethiopia faced one of the strongest onsets of El Niño, a periodic heating of the 
eastern tropical Pacific, which reduced the kiremt rainfall⁶ and successively resulted in drought inthe 
southern and southeastern parts of the country.⁷ This prolonged drought continues to impact agri-
cultural and pastoralist communities across Ethiopia in 2019 by driving down crop yields of the main 
meher harvest⁸, reducing pastures for livestock, and drying up water resources. 

Floods are another major cause of climate-induced displacement. While certain areas experienced 
reduced rainfall, others experienced heavy rainfall and floods during the kiremt rainy season in many 
low laying areas. It is predicted that these heavy rains and flooding will affect up to 1.3 million people, 
displacing up to 331,000 IDPs in 2019.⁹  



Adding to the high mobility landscape of Ethiopia is the number and rate of returns. According to the 
government, 1.8 million IDPs have returned to their place of origin as of June 2019. This nationwide 
government-led return operation has been ongoing since April 2019.¹⁰ 

IOM Population Monitoring in Ethiopia 

In order to capture population mobility and internal displacement in Ethiopia, IOM’s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) is deployed to track internally displaced persons (IDPs), returning IDPs, mi-
grants and returned migrants. Regularly bimonthly DTM has been implemented in Ethiopia since 
September 2016 and IOM entered into partnership with the Government of Ethiopia’s National Di-
saster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) in August 2016. 

DTM tools that are active in Ethiopia include a bimonthly Site Assessment, an ad-hoc Emergency 
Tracking Tool used to supplement the main Site Assessment, ad-hoc Emergency Site Assessments¹¹ 
and as of June 2019, Village Assessment Surveys (VAS) aimed at locations of high return. Site Assess-
ment covers areas where there are reports of IDPs, whereas VAS covers areas with reported returns. 
There is potential overlap for areas that host both population types, however, the questionnaires 
that are used for each type of data collection remain distinct. Figure 1 illustrates DTM coverage 
during the July 2019 data collection. The areas in blue represent areas that were exclusively covered 
by the Site Assessment. West Wellega was inaccessible during this data collection due to security 
constraints. The areas in green, namely Siti, Fafan, Dawa, East Harege, West Harerge, East Wellega 
and West Guji represent areas where both the Site Assessment and VAS were deployed. The areas 
in yellow, covering Gedeo and Kemashi represent zones that were exclusively targeted by VAS and 
not by the Site Assessment. SNNPR is historically inaccessible for DTM, however IOM received ex-
ceptional approval to conduct VAS in Gedeo. 

In light of the progress of the government-led return process and in an effort to continue providing 
reliable information on mobility in country in agreement with the Government, IOM Ethiopia ex-
pects the results of its mobility tracking exercises to progressively shift towards climate induced IDPs 
and increased VAS coverage as people continue to return to their areas of origin.

10Ibid. 
¹¹ Formerly known as Rapid Response Assessments (RRA). RRAs have been conducted for the Gedeo and West Guji response, as well 
as in East and West Wellega and Kemashi zones.

Figure 1: Geographic 
coverage of DTM assess-
ments as of round 18. 



''Displaced by  
seasonal flooding, 
Yereye is one of the 
many displaced  
people in her village 
in Kalafo, Ethiopia.''   
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424,845 drought affected IDPs   35,995 seasonal flood affected IDPs  

819,277 males 823,181 females 

1,163 sites covered 144 inaccessible sites

49.9% male 50.1% female 
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3,117 households 2,583 households 

26.5% decrease since round 17
(there were 2,235,290 IDPs in round 17) 
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displaced in their Kebele of displacement

Newly Arrived IDPs 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

15,168 individuals 12,664 individuals 
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East Harerge     
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in 37 sites 
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KEY FINDINGS — SITE ASSESSMENT
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Figure 2: Top 3 
zones with the 
highest displace-
ment caseloads.

Top 3 Zones With the Highest Displacement Figures 
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METHODOLOGY 
IOM Ethiopia employs a series of tools in its DTM. 
The present methodology refers to regular mobili-
ty tracking via Site Assessment. Data for this tool is 
collected at the zonal, woreda and site level on a bi-
monthly basis. Since September 2016, IOM Ethiopia 
has conducted 18 rounds of data collection. The DTM 
programme is implemented in close collaboration 
with the National Disaster Risk Management Com-
mission (NDRMC) and regional, zonal and woreda 
counterparts.

IOM’s DTM team is composed of over 80 field enu-
merators, under the direct supervision of 12 field 
focal points, and the overall supervision of the DTM 
team based at IOM’s Addis Ababa Country Office.  
The data collection methodology is divided into three 
adminsitative levels: 

Zone level: Data is collected through interviews 
with key informants from the Disaster Prevention 
and Preparedness Office (DPPO), community rep-
resentatives, and the education and health offices. 
This data includes (the estimated caseload of dis-
placed individuals,the identification of woredas with 
in the zone that host displaced populations, reason 
for displacement, time of arrival of IDPs and loca

tions of origin. 

Woreda level: Information is collected from key wore-
da informants and includes (among others) estimat-
ed length of stay, number of displaced households 
and individuals at woreda level, displaced population 
by type of temporary settlements and approximate 
locations of identifiable displacement sites. The in-
formation is used to plan site assessments.

Site level: In-depth Site Assessments capture detailed 
information through key informant interviews, direct 
observation and focus group discussions with male, 
female, elderly, children and IDP representatives. 
Data on available services by sector, accessibility con-
straints, exact type, location and name of the site, 
place of origin of IDPs, estimated size and type of the 
site and most common type of shelter are captured. 
Age and gender disaggregation for the site is extrap-
olated using a demographic calculator tool based on 
the age range and sex of the household members. 
If there are less than 1,000 IDP households, then 20 
IDP households are sampled. If there are more than 
1,000 IDP households, then 40 IDP households are 
sampled for demographic information. 

Note that for inaccessible sites, 
data was not merged from previous 
rounds. This methodology is imple-
mented as of round 18 owards.   

Coverage of 
this round

1,163 Sites 

952 Kebeles  

304 Woredas  

57 Zones 

9 Regions 

144 Inaccesible Sites 
 

Data collection: 1 — 30 July 2019
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OVERVIEW OF DISPLACEMENT 

According to the data collected in July 2019, 
1,642,458 individuals (321,537 households), are in-
ternally displaced across 1,163 sites in Ethiopia.  This 
reflects a 26.5% decrease since the May 2019 data 
collection.  This decrease is largely attributed to the 
government-led return initiative that has been on-
going since April 2019. Amhara region experienced 
the most significant decrease in internal displace-
ment with a reduction of 39.2% since DTM round 17, 
closely followed by Oromia region, with a decrease 
of 36.7%.  Conversely, Tigray region saw an increase 
in internal displacement of 10.1% due to conflict.
 
At the national level, the primary region of origin of 
IDPs is Somali Region.  The primary region of destina-
tion for newly displaced individuals is Amhara. The

gender breakdown of displaced individuals is fairly 
equal with 49.9% males and 50.1% females.  Conflict 
is the primary cause of displacement and affects 66% 
of the identified IDP population.  Drought and sea-
sonal flooding account for an additional 29% of the 
displaced population. 

Factors preventing return as cited by respondents 
were damaged or destroyed shelter in 904 sites 
(77.7%), followed by a lack of livelihood in 875 sites 
(75%) and insufficient food in 798 sites (68.6%). As 
such, the main form of support requested was eco-
nomic opportunities across 1,119 sites (96.2%), fol-
lowed by the restoration of lost assets in 1,002 sites 
(86%). The preferred durable solution of IDPs across 
the board was local integration (78%). 

   National Level 

4

Figure 3: The displacement caseload in Ethiopia based on data collected in July 2019 from the Site Assessment.
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National Displacement Timeline 
Conflict displaces an es-
timated 748,499 IDPs in 
Gedeo and West Guji by 
August 2018  

Conflict in Benishangul Gumuz 
region and the East and West Wel-
lega zones of Oromia displaces an 
estimated 191,995 IDPs

Government-led return operations 
result in a high number of return-
ing IDPs in Oromia, Somali, SNNPR, 
Amhara and Benishangul Gumuz.  

Before the track-
ing of the Gedeo 

and West Guji 
conflict began 

IOM Ethiopia has been collecting data on internal dis-
placement via its Site Assessment tool for 18 rounds 
now. In round 11 (May — June 2018), the number 
of IDPs tracked by DTM was 1.78 million IDPs. How-
ever, in the following round 12, the displacement 
figure spiked due to the tracking of the conflict in 
Gedeo and West Guji. In August 2018, DTM's Rapid 
Response Assessment (RRA) estimated that 748,499 
IDPs had been displaced from the Gedeo and West 
Guji conflict, thus bringing the total displacement fig-
ure to 2.78  million IDPs nationwide. 

While round 13 (September — October 2018) expe-
rienced a slight decline to 2.68 million, the displace-
ment caseload gradually increased to 2.89 million 
in round 14 (November — December 2018), and 
reached 3.04 million IDPs by round 15 (January —   

February 2019). This is largely caused by the track-
ing of the conflict in Benishangul Gumuz region and 
the East and West Wellega zones of Oromia, which 
displaced an estimated 191,995 IDPs in February 
2019. Following that, round 16 (March — April 2019) 
recorded the highest displacement totals captured 
through DTM with 3.04 million IDPs. During this 
round, the RRA in Gedeo and West captured an es-
timation of 690,364 IDPs, while the RRA in East and 
West Wellega captured 158,385 IDPs. 

Since then, round 17 (May — June 2019) and round 
18 (July — August 2019) have witnessed drastic de-
clines in displacement figures due to government-led 
return operations beginning in April 2019. By round 
18, the displacement total tracked through DTM de-
clined to 1.64 million IDPs.  
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Figure 4: Number of IDPs tracked nationwide by the Displacement Tracking Matrix since May-June 2018 (round 11). Round  
                 totals include displacement data captured through previously conducted Rapid Response Assessments (RRA).     
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Afar 

-8.0% 

53,495 IDPs 

60 sites  
identified 

9,570 displaced households 

Flash flood was the primary reason for dis-
placement and displaced 18,574 IDPs (34.7%)  

53,495 IDPs comprising 9,570 households were identified in 60 
sites in Afar region. These figures represent a decrease of 4,650 
IDPs (-8.0%) since round 17 (May/June 2019). Flash flood was the 
primary cause of displacement for an estimated 18,6574 IDPs, 
or 34.7% of the displaced population. The place of origin of  the 
largest group of IDPs is Afambo with 7,201 IDPs coming from this 
woreda in Afar. 

27,418 males 26,077 females 
51.3% male 48.7% female 

    Regional Level  

SEX

6

Afar  

Figure 5: Displacement figures for Afar region in round 18. 
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62,526 IDPs comprising 15,125 households were identified in 65 
sites in Amhara region. These figures represent a decrease of 
40,235 IDPs (-39.2%) since round 17 (May/June 2019). Conflict 
was the primary cause of displacement for an estimated 62,431 
IDPs, or 99.9% of the displaced population. The place of origin 
of the largest group of IDPs is Metema with 39,862 IDPs coming 
from this woreda in Amhara.  

7 Figure 6: Displacement figures for Amhara region in round 18. 
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20,129 IDPs comprising 3,034 households were identified in 13 
sites in Gambella region. These figures represent a decrease of 
10,912 IDPs (-35.2%) since round 17 (May/June 2019). Conflict 
was the primary cause of displacement for an estimated 18,312 
IDPs, or 91% of the displaced population. The place of origin of the 
largest group of IDPs is Wantawo with 9,088 IDPs coming from this 
woreda in Gambella. 

8

Gambella   

Figure 7: Displacement figures for Gambella region in round 18. 
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555,875 IDPs comprising 97,109 households were identified 
in 385 sites in Oromia region. These figures represent a de-
crease of 321,662 IDPs (-36.7%) since round 17 (May/June 
2019). Conflict was the primary cause of displacement for an 
estimated 393,963 IDPs, or 70.9% of the displaced population. 
The place of origin of the largest group of IDPs is Jijiga with 
67,146 IDPs coming from this woreda in Somali.   

9 Figure 8: Displacement figures for Oromia region in round 18. 
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828,028 IDPs comprising 139,977 households were identi-
fied in 401 sites in Somali region. These figures represent a 
decrease of 223,514 IDPs (-21.3%) since round 17 (May/June 
2019). Conflict was the primary cause of displacement for an 
estimated 486,778 IDPs, or 58.8% of the displaced population.  
The place of origin of the largest group of IDPs is Hawi Gudina 
with 77,802 IDPs coming from this woreda in Oromia. 

10
Figure 9: Displacement figures for Somali region in round 18. 
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105,984 IDPs comprising 53,119 households were identified in 
228 sites in Tigray region. These figures represent an increase 
of 9,728 IDPs (+10.1%) since round 17 (May/June 2019). Con-
flict was the primary cause of displacement for an estimated 
105,984 IDPs, or 100% of the displaced population.  The place 
of origin of the largest group of IDPs is Shashemene Zuria with 
24,492 IDPs coming from this woreda in Oromia. 

11 Figure 10: Displacement figures for Tigray region in round 18. 
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households

801

Tigray  

+10.1% 
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Newly Arrived IDPs 

The map on the left depicts 
the place of origin of IDPs. 
The lighter the shade, the 
fewer the number of IDPs 
originating from this wore-
da. Conversely, the darker 
the shade, the larger the 
number of IDPs originating 
from this woreda. The fol-
lowing are the top 3 plac-
es of origin of the 3 largest 
groups of IDPs: 
 

This map portrays ar-
eas hosting newly ar-
rived IDPs. The lighter 
the shade, the fewer the 
number of newly arrived 
IDPs. Similarly, the darker 
the shade, the larger the 
number of newly arrived 
IDPs. The following are 
the top 3 woredas that 
host the most number of 
newly arrived IDPs: 
 

MOBILITY 

80,003 IDPs originated from 
Jijiga, Somali.  

2,000 newly arrived IDPs in 
Chagni, Amhara. 

1,638 newly arrived IDPs in 
Adihaki Sub City, Tigray. 

1,578 newly arrived IDPs in 
Debark, Amhara. 

78,734 IDPs originated from 
Hawi Gudina, Oromia.

65,171 IDPs originated from 
Moyale, Somali. 

1

1

2

2

3

3
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Figure 11: Place of origin of the 
largest group of IDPs tracked at 
each site.  

Figure 12: Concentration of 
newly arrived IDPs. 

Places of Origin of IDPs 
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Factors Preventing Return Support Needed to Resolve Displacement 

Figure 13: Factors preventing return at national level. 
 

Figure 14: Supported needed to resolve displace-
ment at national level. 

Figure 15: Preferred durable solu-
tion of the majority of IDPs per 
site aggregated at national level. 

DURABLE SOLUTIONS 

In 913 sites (78%), the majority of 
IDPs prefer to locally integrate. 

In 136 sites (12%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to return. 

In 114 sites (10%), the majority 
of IDPs prefer to relocate. 

Relocate 

Return 

Locally Integrate

   National Level 

    Regional Level  

Afar OromiaAmhara SomaliGambella 
Majority of 
IDPs in 56 sites 
(93.3%) prefer 
local integration 

Majority of IDPs in 
187 sites (48.6%) 
prefer local inte-
gration, IDPs in 
99 sites (25.7%) 
prefer return and  
IDPs in 99 sites 
(25.7%) prefer 
relocation

Majority of 
IDPs in 32 sites 
(49.2%) prefer 
local integration 
and IDPs in 22 
sites (33.8%) 
prefer return 

Majority of IDPs 
in 389 sites (97%) 
prefer local inte-
gration

Majority of 
IDPs in 12 sites 
(92.3%) prefer  
local integration 

Tigray 
Majority of IDPs 
in 227 sites 
(99.6%) prefer to 
local integration

13
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SHELTER  

51-75% of IDP households in 168 sites in Somali are liv-
ing in shelters that are below standard. 51-75% of IDP 
households in 41 sites in Oromia are living in below 
standard shelters, while IDP households in 185 sites in 
Oromia are living in shelters that meet standards.  The pie chart depicts the number of sites where 25-

50% of IDP households are living in overcrowded shel-
ters. 25-50% of IDP households in 56 sites in Somali 
are living in overcrowded shelters. Notably, there are 
no sites where more than 50% of IDP households are 
living in overcrowded shelters nationwide. 

  Shelters in Current Location 
209

Number of sites where 
more than 50% of IDP 
households do not have 

access to electricity
Shelters Below Standard 

Sites With Overcrowded Shelters 

   Shelters in Places of Origin 

In 10 sites, the shelters of more than 75% of IDP 
households are partially destroyed in their place of 
origin. Of this, 7 sites are in Oromia (70%). 

In 71 sites, the shelters of 51-75% of IDP house-
holds are partially destroyed in their place of origin. 
Of this, 61 sites are in Somali (86%). 

In 218 sites, the shelters of 51-75% of IDP house-
holds are fully destroyed in their place of origin. Of 
this, 145 sites are in Somali (67%). 
In 636 sites, the shelters of more than 75% of IDP 
households are fully destroyed in their place of ori-
gin. Of this, 230 sites are in Oromia (36%). 

Partially Destroyed Shelters 

Fully Destroyed Shelters 

Number of sites where damaged or destroyed houses was reported as the main factor 
preventing the return of the largest group of IDPs. 904

Figure 16: Percentage of IDP households living in below 
standard shelters across regions.  

Figure 18: Place of origin of the largest IDP group if more 
than 75% of IDP households report that shelters in places of 
origin are fully destroyed. 

14

Figure 17: Number of sites by region where 25-50% of IDP 
households are living in overcrowded shelters.
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NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIs)

This pie chart shows the most needed NFIs by IDPs. In 
a large majority of sites (736 sites), IDPs most needed 
emergency shelter kits. In 203 sites, the most needed 
NFI was bedding sets while in 168 sites, kitchen sets 
were the most needed NFI. 

IDPs in 621 sites have access to 
NFI-selling markets. 

IDPs in 542 sites have no access to 
NFI-selling markets. 

At the national level, IDP households collect an aver-
age of two 20 liter water jerrycans/buckets per day. 
The region that collected the lowest number of wa-
ter jerrycans/buckets is Tigray with an average of 1 
per household per day. In Afar, Amhara and Oromia, 
the average number of water jerrycans/buckets col-
lected per household per day was 2, while in Gam-
bella and Tigray, the average number of water jerry-
cans or buckets was 3 per household per day. 

  2
Average number 

of water jerrycans/ 
buckets collected per 

household per day 

   Amount of Water  

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

15

Figure 19: Most needed NFI for IDPs by site. 

Figure 20: Sites where the average number of water jer-
rycans/buckets (20L) collected per household per day is 
less than 2.   

The main water distribution point for most sites (403 
sites) was on-site and within a 20-minute walk for a 
one-way journey. In 338 sites, the main water distri-
bution point was on-site but required more than a 
20-minute walk to reach. Significantly, there are 294 
sites where IDPs have to walk off-site for more than 20 
minutes to reach the main water distribution points. 

  Accessibility of Water  

Figure 21: Distance required to reach the nearest 
water distribution point from the sites.  

On-site

403 sites121 sites

338 sites294 sites

Off-site

   20 minute walk 
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Once at the water distribution point, IDPs queue 
for an average of 16-30 minutes in 436 sites — this 
is the most common waiting time. In 234 sites, IDPs 
have to queue for over an hour and in 192 sites, 
IDPs queue for 31-60 minutes for water. 

Figure 22: Average time IDPs take to queue for water. 
 

Figure 23: Number of functioning latrines on-site by region. Figure 24: Number of sites where there are complaints 
about the quality of drinking water. 

Figure 25: Sites reporting no access to food. 

FOOD & NUTRITION 

   Access to Food  

Out of the 1,163 sites covered, a total of 532 
sites (45.7%) have access to food on-site and 
488 sites (41.9%) have access to food off-site. 
However, 143 sites (12.3%) reported having 
no access to food. As visible through the map, 
the region in which this is most prominent is 
Somali with 95 sites having no access to food. 
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  Sanitation and Hygiene  

Based on the bar chart, there are 10,061 functioning 
latrines on-site in Oromia and 4,954 latrines in Tigray. 
Of the 13 sites surveyed in Gambella, there are no 
functioning latrines in any of the sites. 

Of the 1,163 sites covered, a total of 682 sites (58.6%) 
had complaints about the quality of drinking water, 
while in 479 sites (41.2%), there were no complaints 
about the drinking water. 
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The main source for obtaining food is through food 
assistance, as reported in 694 sites (59.7%). The sec-
ond main source for obtaining food is via other means 
in 271 sites (23.3%), while 96 sites (8.3%) resorted to 
host community donations.  

Figure 26: Number of sites by main source of obtaining 
food. 

IDPs in 576 sites (49.5%) have access to a 
market.

IDPs in 587 sites (50.5%) do not have ac-
cess to a market.

   Main Source for Obtaining Food  

LIVELIHOODS 

   Income and Occupation  

A total of 158 sites in Oromia reported that the majority of IDPs in these sites have no main occupation. 
However, the next recorded main occupation among the majority of IDPs in 70 sites is agro-pastoralism. In 
Somali, the majority of IDPs are pastoralists in an overwhelming 246 sites, and agro-pastoralists in 104 sites. 
The majority of IDPs in all 228 sites in Tigray are daily laborers. 

Figure 27: The occupation/trade of the majority of IDPs at sites by region. 

17
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   Livestock 

The following is the percentage of sites with livestock  out 
of the number of sites covered by region: 

Afar - 98.3% 

Amhara - 7.7% 

Gambella - 76.9% 

Oromia - 45.5% 

Somali - 52.9% 

Tigray - 3.5% 

469

   Land 

Less than 25% of IDPs in 63 sites in Oromia have 
access to land for cultivation. 

IDPs in 243 sites in Oromia do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

Less than 25% of IDPs in 37 sites in Somali have 
access to land for cultivation. 

IDPs in 220 sites in Tigray do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

IDPs in 127 sites in Somali do not have access to 
land for cultivation. 

Limited Acess to Land for Cultivation 

No Acess to Land for Cultivation 

   Health Concerns

HEALTH 

Afar OromiaAmhara SomaliGambella 
Malaria is the 
main concern for 
26 sites (43%) in 
Afar, followed by 
pneumonia in 17 
sites (28%). 

Diarrhea is the 
main concern 
for 119 sites 
(31%) in Oro-
mia, followed by 
pneumonia in 
106 sites (28%).

Diarrhea is the 
main concern for 
25 sites (38%) in 
Amhara, fol-
lowed by scabies 
in 15 sites (23%).

Malaria is the 
main concern for 
148 sites (37%) in 
Somali, followed 
by pneumonia in 
112 sites (28%).

Malaria is the 
main concern 
for 9 sites (69%) 
in Gameblla, 
followed by di-
arrhea in 4 sites 
(31%). 

Tigray 
Pneumonia is the 
main concern for 
71 sites (31%) in 
Tigray, followed by 
malaria in 62 sites 
(27%).  

Number of sites with 
livestock on site 
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Figure 28: Sites where no IDPs and less than 25% of IDPs 
have access to land for cultivation.   
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IDPs in 1,008 sites (85.7%) have access to 
a health facility. 

IDPs in 155 sites (13.3%) do not have ac-
cess to a healthy facility. 

Figure 29: Factors preventing IDPs from accessing 
health services at sites.

Figure 30: Access to pre-primary, primary and secondary 
school education for displaced children.

Figure 31: Access to primary school learning supplies.
 

   Accessibility of Health Services

   Accessibility of Schools 

IDPs in 1,008 sites (85.7%) report having access to 
health facilities. However, IDPs in 155 sites (13.3%) 
report having no access to health facilities. Most of 
these sites are in Somali (112 sites). An additional 31 
sites that do not have access to health facilities are in 
Oromia. 

The main factor preventing IDPs from accessing 
healthcare services is cost as found in 865 sites (41%). 
The second main factor is the lack of medicine as re-
ported in 535 sites (26%), followed by a lack of reach-
able health services in 181 sites (9%).  

Access to primary schools is the most accessible level of education available for displaced children. A total of 
969 sites (83%) report that displaced children have access to primary (formal or temporary) schools. However, 
pre-primary schools and secondary schools are less available for children from displaced households, with 
935 sites (80.4%) not having access to pre-primary education and 872 sites (75%) having no access to second-
ary education. Additionally, children attending primary school in 468 sites (40.2%) report not having access 
to learning supplies such as exercise books, pens and pencils, while children in 417 sites (35.9%) have access 
to some learning supplies. 

EDUCATION 

19
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Figure 32: Number of IDP children attending primary school and number of primary school teachers 
available by region.

Figure 33: Distance to the nearest primary school from sites.   

26,435 IDP boys and 18,184 IDP girls attend primary school in Somali. These IDP children are taught by a 
relatively small teaching force of 2,199 teachers who work in both temporary learning spaces and host com-
munity schools. Teacher-student ratios seem more balanced in Oromia where 4,699 IDP boys and 3,895 IDP 
girls are taught by 2,205 teachers, as well as in Tigray where 3,716 IDP boys and 3,149 IDP girls by educated 
by 2,666 teachers. 

For the 463 sites (39.8%) that have access to primary schools, the nearest primary school is between 1-2km 
away from the site, while the distance is less than 1km for 273 sites (23.5%). In 159 sites (13.7%), the nearest 
primary school is between 3-5km. Significantly, children from 23 sites (2%) have to travel more than 10km to 
reach a primary school. 

1 km 2 km 3 km  5 km  

463 sites 159 sites 48 sites

6 km  10 km  

273 sites 23 sites
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PROTECTION

173
Number of sites where 

security incidents 
were reported

Security incidents were reported in 173 sites (14.9%), 
while no reports were filed for security incidents in 
989 sites (85%). 

The most common security incident reported or 
known was gender-based violence against women, as 
found in 112 sites (9.6%). This is followed by friction 
between the host community and displaced popu-
lation in 82 sites (7%), and theft/robbery in 74 sites 
(6.4%).  

In a majority of sites (778 sites or 66.9%), there are 
no protection services being provided. However, re-
ferral services are available in 320 sites, while fami-
ly tracing services are present in 123 sites. Notably, 
referral mechanisms for survivors of gender-based 
violence are only available in 30 sites. 

Figure 34: Most common type of security incidents 
ocurring in sites (reported/known). 

Figure 36: Types of protection services provided at sites.
 

Figure 35: Types of violence that have increased across 
sites. 

A majority of people in 678 sites (58.3%) have 
ID cards or other forms of documentation. 

A majority of people in 484 sites (41.6%) do 
not have ID cards or other forms of docu-
mentation. 

   Security Incidents 

  Protection Services & Documentation  
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''A woman and 
girl displaced by 
drought receive 

emergency  
shelter in Guji, 

Ethiopia.''

Photo: Rikka Tupaz © IOM 2018



Section 2 

Village Assessment Survey 
(VAS) 
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KEY FINDINGS — VILLAGE ASSESSMENT SURVEY 

148,309 IDPs 816,813 returning IDPs

13,804 returned migrants 866,499 host community members 

815,523 returning IDPs (99.8%) were 
initially displaced by conflict 

1,290 returning IDPs (0.2%) were initially 
displaced by seasonal floods 

659 villages covered  

Target Population & Initial Causes of Displacement 

Population Breakdown & Returning IDP Hotspots 

319,392
returning  
IDPs

Dawa    1
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Figure 37: Population breakdown and top 3 zones with the highest number of returning IDPs. 

248,754

101,091

returning  

returning  

IDPs

IDPs

West Guji    

Gedeo 

2
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METHODOLOGY 

The Village Assessment Survey (VAS) was used for the first time in IOM Ethiopia in July 2019 in re-
sponse to the government led return movement in an effort to capture return trends and sectoral 
needs in areas reporting high return concentrations.

The methodology for data collection at village level relies on key information interviews with local 
authorities, IDP representatives, returning IDP representatives as well as focus group discussions, in-
cluding men, women, the elderly, children and IDPs, and direct observation.  

VAS data is collected in close collaboration with the National Disaster Risk Management Commission 
(NDRMC). All data is electronically collected and based off of automated forms designed in Kobo. The 
data collection period for VAS was 17 to 26 June 2019. 

Data collection: 17—26 June 2019 

Coverage of 
this round

659 Villages 
 

270 Kebeles  
 

28 Woredas  
 

9 Zones 
 

4 Regions 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 

Region Zone IDPs Returning 
IDPs 

Returned 
Migrants 

Host Community 
Members 

Benishangul 
Gumuz Kemashi  5,011  14,781  -    2,848 

Oromia East Harerge  1,073  43,522  1,099  16,507 
East Wellega  566  54,148  4,960  31,105 
West Harerge  2,500  10,165  10  2,465 

West Guji  -    248,754  2,841  579,277 
SNNPR Gedeo  2,233  101,091  3,844  226,683 
Somali Dawa  131,982  319,392  318  1,266 

Fafan  4,944  21,708  732  2,628 
Siti  -    3,252  -    3,720 

Grand Total
  

 148,309  816,813  13,804  866,499 

The Village Assessment Survey 
(VAS) was targeted at locations 
with high returns to evaluate 
the receiving capacity of the 
host community. Of the 659 vil-
lages covered, the breakdown 
of the target population is as 
follows: 

The following is the main spoken language in each village. Each corresponding number represents the num-
ber of villages that speak that particular language by zone. 

131,982 IDPs and 319,392 
returning IDPs were initially 
displaced by conflict in Dawa. 
Meanwhile, 248,754 returning 
IDPs in West Guji and 101,091 
returning IDPs in Gedeo were 
initially displaced by conflict. 

  Population Breakdown  

   Cause of Displacement 

Figure 39: Cause of displacement of IDPs and returning IDPs by zone. 

East 
Wellega

Dawa - Somali (39)

Kemashi - Afan Oromo (3) 
                - Amharic (2) 
                - Gumuz (24) 
 

East Harerge - Afan Oromo (72)                         
                        - Somali (3)   West Guji - Afan Oromo (321)

                  - Gedeogna (1) 
 

West Harerge - Afan Oromo (16)

Fafan - Somali (28)

East Wellega - Afan Oromo (39)
                       - Bertegna (2) 

Siti - Afan Oromo (2) 

Gedeo - Gedeogna (107) 
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Figure 38: Population breakdown in targeted villages across zones and regions. 
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LIVELIHOODS 

   Agriculture 

Returning IDPs in 46 villages (7%) do not have ac-
cess to land for cultivation. 

The most needed agricultural input is land, as report-
ed in 231 villages (35%). The second most needed ag-
ricultural input is seeds in 228 villages (34%).

Average Land Holding Per Household 

The main livelihood 
for 295 villages in 
West Guji and 107 
villages in Gedeo is 
farming. 

Dawa - 1 hectare Kemashi - 3.5 hectare

East Harerge - 1.4 hectares East Harerge - 1.4 hectares

East Wellega - 2.4 hectares West Harerge - 1.9 hectares

Fafan - 2.7 hectares West Guji - 2 hectares

Gedeo - 0.9 hectares

475
Number of villages 

where more than 75% of 
the population practices 

farming 
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Figure 40: Main 
type of livelihood 
in each village by 
zone. 

Figure 42: Villages where returning IDPs do not have 
access to land for cultivation/farming.

Figure 41: Most needed agricultural inputs across villages. 
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   Livestock 

   Other Livelihoods

   Food  

Other grains are the common type of 
food in 327 villages. Vegetables are also 
available in 118 villages. 

Food is very scarce in 300 villages in West Guji and in 
107 villages in Gedeo during the rainy season. 

Of the 593 villages (90%) that own livestock, the pie chart 
shows the main problems affecting livestock herders: 

In addition to farming, livestock herding and fish-
ing, people in 245 villages rely on occassional day 
labor, while people in 70 villages earn their liveli-
hood through waged employment.  

Figure 43: Food types available in villages. 

Figure 44: Seasons when food is very scarce in villages.

Figure 45: Main problems faced by livestock herders 
across villages surveyed. 

Figure 46: Other means of income in villages.  

Number of villages 
where people own 

livestock  

90%
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Figure 47: Villages that do not have access to health 
facilities. 

   Health Concerns

   Accessibility of Health Facilities 

HEALTH 

Dawa

Kemashi

Fafan

West Guji

East Harerge

Siti 

East Wellega

West Harerge

Malaria is the main 
concern for 22 villag-
es (56%) in Dawa fol-
lowed by pneumonia 
in 10 villages (26%).  

Malaria is the main 
concern for 27 villages 
(93%) in Kemashi fol-
lowed by diarrhea in 2 
villages (7%).  

Diarrhea is the main 
concern for 1 village 
(50%) and UTI is the 
concern for the other 
1 village (50%) in Siti. 

Malaria is the main 
concern for 10 villages 
(63%) in West Harerge 
followed by diarrhea, 
scarbies and other is-
sues (13% each). 

Pneumonia is the main 
concern for 172 villages 
(53%) in West Guji fol-
lowed by diarrhea in 72 
villages (22%).  

Diarrhea is the main 
concern for 31 villages 
(41%) in East Harerge 
followed by malaria in 
28 villages (37%). 

Malaria is the main 
concern for 19 villages 
(46%) in East Wellega 
followed by diarrhea 
in 17 villages (41%). 

Other health issues are 
the main concern for 
17 villages (61%) in Fa-
fan followed by malaria 
in 5 villages (18%). 

Pneumonia is the main 
concern for 41 villages 
(38%) in Gedeo followed 
by other health issues in 
32 villages (30%). 

Gedeo 

In the 168 villages where there are health facilities: 

491 out of 659 villages (75%) do not have a health 
facility. 90%

Percentage of villag-
es where majority 
of people go to the 
health facility when 

they are sick 

The health facility in 79 villages (47%) 
are damaged and need minor repairs. 

The health facility in 42 villages (25%) 
are damaged and need major repairs. 
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

Based on the chart, the main source of 
drinking water for people in 254 villages 
are springs (39%), and in 140 villages it is 
rivers (21%).  

   Main Source Water

45 53 62
45

2

140

254

14

44

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Birkad Lake/Pond Motorized
borehole

Other Rainwater River Spring Water
trucking

distribution
points

Well

Water Source

  Accessibility of Water  

Figure 48: Main source of drinking water 
across villages.  

Major reasons for not having access to water 
for all households include not having enough 
water (139 villages), distance (68 villages) 
and the quality of water (48 villages). 

Furthermore, it was found that there are 
common tensions over water in 180 villages 
(27%). Nevertheless, there were no tensions 
over water in 479 villages (73%).

Figure 51: Major reasons affecting water accessibility.

Water sources are accessible to all house-
holds in 384 villages (52%). 

Water sources are not accessible to all 
households in 275 villages (48%).  

Figure 50: The average queue time for water 
across the villages surveyed. 

Figure 49: Distance to the nearest water source from villages.  

The main water distribution point for most villages 
(220 villages or 34%) is within a 20-minute walk for 
a one-way journey. However, it takes more than a 
45-minute walk one-way for 113 villages to reach the 
nearest water source. 

5 mins 20 mins 30 mins 45 mins 

220 villages 196 villages 130 villages 113 villages
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EDUCATION 

   Accessibility of Schools 

   Education Needs  

389 primary schools are available across 361 villages in all 9 zones covered. The following is the attendance 
for each population category: 

36 kindergartens are available across 33 villages in 
Dawa, East Wellega, Gedeo, Kemashi and West Guji. 
315 IDPs and 1,768 returning IDPs are attending kin-
dergarten together with 5,575 host community chil-
dren. 

26 secondary schools are available across 25 villag-
es in Dawa, East Harerge, Gedeo and West Guji. 554 
IDPs and 3,880 returning IDPs are attending second-
ary school together with 8,955 host community chil-
dren. 

The most urgent and common need reported across 
249 schools is additional classrooms (38%). This is 
followed by a need for structural maintenance and a 
need for school furniture in 136 schools (21%) each. 

Zone Number of 
villages

Number of Pri-
mary schools

Number of IDP 
children attending

Number of returning IDP 
children attending

Number of host commu-
nity children attending

Dawa  28  34  2,568  13,141  200 
East Harerge  12  7  -  210  1,030 
East Wellega  12  11  672  2,392  3,583 

Fafan  1  1  -  232  232 
Gedeo  47  49  201  1,135  23,160 

Kemashi  9  9  376  1,084  1,238 
Siti  2  2  -  453  352 

West Harerge  5 4  105  295  80 
West Guji  245 272  -  11,557  109,269 

Grand Total  361 389  3,922  30,499  139,144 

Out of 659 villages, 462 villages (70%) reported that the majority of children are attending primary school but 
the majority of children are not attending primary school in 181 villages (27%). Moreover, an equal number 
of boys and girls in school can only be found in 134 villages (20%), while unequal boy-girl ratios were found 
in 496 villages (75%).  

Figure 53 (on the right): Most urgent needs in schools. 

Kindergarten Secondary School 

Primary School 
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Figure 52: Number of primary schools and primary school attendance across villages.  
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The main housing option for people in the villages 
are houses made of mud walls with thatched roofing 
in 286 villages (43%), followed by Buul/Tukul (com-
plete with wooden frames and cloth or plastic sheet-
ing) in 192 villages (29%).  

Out of 659 villages, returning IDPs have returned to 
their property in 448 villages (68%). Of those who re-
turned to their property, it was further found that re-
turning IDPs returned to houses that are completely 
destroyed in 85 villages (19%) and to partially dam-
aged houses in 15 villages (3%). Only 4 villages (0.9%) 
reported IDPs returning to houses in good conditions. 

SHELTER  448
   Shelter Types & Conditions

   Issues With Shelter

The main issue with shelters acorss the villages is the poor quality of shelters as reported in 347 villages 
(53%), where this issue was most prominent in West Guji (147 villages) and Gedeo (91 villages). The next 
main issue is the lack of shelters or overcrowding, as found in 98 villages in West Guji. Additionally, when 
asked about the main concern with shelter conditions, majority of villages (418 villages or 63%) quoted the 
weather as the main concern.  

Number of villages 
where returning IDPs 
have returned to their 

property 

Figure 54 (on the right): Villages where returning IDPs 
report that their houses are completely destroyed.   

Figure 55: Issues with shelters 
across villages by zone.  
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HOUSING, LAND AND PROPERTY (HLP) 

Based on the pie chart below, the main form of land 
ownership is government owned land in 468 villag-
es (71%), while leased land is the main form of land 
ownership in 116 villages (18%). Meanwhile, com-
munal land is the main form of land ownership in 
73 villages (11%). 

The tenure situation of the majority of returning IDPs 
prior to their displacement was that they owned 
housing/land in 631 villages (96%). Of returning IDPs 
who have a claim to land in the village, 147 villages 
(22%) reported that they do not have access to their 
land. However, returning IDPs in 511 villages (78%) 
have access to their land. 

Figure 57: Main forms of land ownership. Figure 58: Villages where returning IDPs who had a 
claim to land, do not have access to their land. 

   Land ownership

For returning IDPs who did not receive NFIs, the 
most needed NFI is bedding sets, as reported in 
461 villages (70%), followed by kitchen sets in 174 
villages (26%). 

309 villages (47%) have access to NFI sell-
ing markets. 

350 villages (53%) have no access to NFI 
selling markets. 

Figure 56: Most needed NFI for returning IDPs for those 
who did not receive NFIs. 

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIs)
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Based on the chart above, more than 75% of returning IDPs in 224 villages have access to tenure documenta-
tion and evidence of their HLP rights prior to displacement. However, returning IDPs in 82 villages reporting 
having no access to tenure documentation. 

In 343 villages (52%), compensation mechanisms are not available for damaged or destroyed housing or 
land. Nevertheless, compensation can be applied for in 251 villages (38%). Besides that, dispute resolution 
or restitution mechanisms are available in 457 villages (69%), but not available in the remaining 201 villages 
(31%). 

Figure 59: Percentage of returning IDPs who have access 
to tenure documentation. 
 

343
Number of villages where 
it is not possible to apply 
for compensation for 

damaged or destroyed 
housing or land 

PROTECTION

In 260 villages (39%), returning IDPs have separat-
ed family members. Of that figure, less than 25% of 
returning IDPs have separated family members in 
214 villages. Family reunification services are avail-
able to returning IDPs in 216 villages (33%). 

Moreover, women do not feel secure when out in 
the village in 496 villages (75%), but women do feel 
secure in 162 villages (25%).

  Documentation & Compensation Mechanisms

Returning IDPs in 216 villages (33%) have ac-
cess to family reunification services. 

Returning IDPs in 420 villages (64%) do not 
have access to family reunification services. 

Figure 60: Percentage of returning IDPs who have sepa-
rated family members. 
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LEGAL ACCESS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

   Documentation 

In 447 villages (68%), there are systems in place to 
support returning IDPs who have lost personal iden-
tification documents in getting their documents re-
placed or reissued. However, returning IDPs in 196 
villages (30%) do not have access to such services. 

  Political Participation 

  Justice Mechanisms  

Traditional committees are the most prevalently 
used justice mechanism used by returning IDPs 
and receiving/host communities in 244 villages 
(37%). The second most prevalently used justice 
mechanism are village courts as used in 233 villag-
es (35%). 

One of the main obstacles impeding returning IDPs 
from voting is the lack of documentation in 163 vil-
lages (25%), followed by a lack of knowledge on local 
affairs in 84 villages (13%). In 390 villages (59%), re-
turning IDPs have other reasons that impede them 
from voting. 

There are various community, social and political 
organizations existing across the villages. The most 
common are religious groups which are present in 
259 villages (39%). Youth and/or women organiza-
tions can be found in 209 villages (31%) and envi-
ronmental groups have been found in 63 villages 
(10%). 

In 567 villages (86%), returning IDPs actively par-
ticipated in these groups, but were not actively 
particiapting in 82 villages (12%). 

Figure 61: Access to the reissuance or replacement of 
lost documentation for returning IDPs.

Figure 62: Main obstacles foreseen for returning IDPs 
to participate in voting. 

Voting Participation in Community, Social and 
Political Organizations 
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For datasets and more reports from DTM Ethiopia, visit our 
website using the following QR Code 



dtmethiopia@iom.int www.displacement.iom.int/ethiopia


