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LIBYA 
25 October 2019                  Highlights  

This week, 70 urban refugees and asylum-seekers departed from Libya 
to the Emergency Transit Centre (ETC) in Romania, before their final 
resettlement to a third country. All departures took place from the airport in 
Misrata (180 km east of Tripoli) and were coordinated with IOM. Another 23 
urban refugees were prevented to board the plane in Misrata airport yesterday 
(on their way to the ETC in Romania) due to conflicting instructions from within 
DCIM. UNHCR and IOM are following-up with the relevant authorities, in order 
to seek clarity and unblock the situation. 

Since the beginning of the year, UNHCR assisted 1,734 refugees and asylum-
seekers with solutions out of Libya, including 441 departed under resettlement 
programme and 1,293 evacuated to Italy, Rwanda and Niger. UNHCR 
continues to call on the international community to provide refugees with 
additional solutions outside Libya. 

Population movements  

As of 25 October, 7,863 refugees and migrants were rescued/intercepted 
at sea by the Libyan Coast Guard and disembarked. So far in October, 821 
refugees and migrants disembarked in Tripoli (456 individuals), Al Khums (183 
individuals) and Tajoura (179 individuals). This week, 362 individuals were 
disembarked in Tripoli. UNHCR and its partner, the International Medical Corps 
(IMC) provided medical assistance and core-relief items (CRIs) to persons at 
disembarkation points. Recently, boats have been departing from areas west 
of Tripoli near Azzawya, Zwara and east of Tripoli near Garabulli, Al Khums. 

UNHCR response 

UNHCR and its partner the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) are 
assisting Libyan internally displaced (IDPs) and returnees in Benghazi, 
eastern region. The greater Benghazi area is hosting over 26,865 IDPs and 
188,625 returnees. This week, UNHCR and NRC distributed shelter kits to 
some 660 Tawerghan IDPs (131 families) living in the city. These kits will 
support the repair of shelters and infrastructure severely damaged during the 
conflict. So far this year, UNHCR distributed 10,530 shelter kits to IDPs and 
returnees throughout Libya.  

UNHCR continues to support urban refugees and asylum-seekers at the 
Community Day Centre (CDC) in Gurji, Tripoli. UNHCR together with IMC 
and CESVI are assisting over 500 refugees and asylum-seekers per week with 
primary healthcare, counselling, psychosocial support, cash and CRIs. This 
year, UNHCR and partners supported refugees and asylum-seekers with 
nearly 8,000 medical consultations and distributed cash based interventions to 
over 1,880 individuals.  

UNHCR estimates that 4,500 refugees and migrants are currently held in 
detention centres in Libya, out of whom 3,400 are of concern to UNHCR. 
So far this year, UNHCR and partners conducted over 1,000 monitoring visits 
and provided nearly 16,000 medical consultations in detention.  

Special thanks to major donors: Canada | Denmark | European Union | Finland | 
France | Germany | Italy | Japan | Norway | Sweden| Switzerland |The Netherlands | 
United Kingdom | USA | Private Donors 

301,407 Libyans currently 

internally displaced (IDPs)1 

447,025 returned IDPs1    

45,977 registered 

refugees and asylum-

seekers 2 

9,270 overall persons 

arrived in Italy3  

1,068 monitoring visits to 

detention centres  

1,689 refugees and 

asylum-seekers released 

from detention  

827 refugees and asylum-

seekers currently hosted in 

the Gathering and Departure 

Facility (GDF); 2,341 

individuals transited through 

the GDF since Dec. 2018 

4,807 vulnerable refugees 

and asylum-seekers 

departed since November 

2017 (1,734 individuals in 

2019 including 441 resettled 

and 1,293 evacuated)   

Funding 

USD 88.2 M required for 

2019 

 
1 IOM-DTM July 2019. 
2 Data as of 24 October 2019. 
3 www.data2.unhcr as of 23 October 2019 
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