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Information on available state protection for youths at risk of forced
recruitment by the Taliban
In June 2018 the European Asylum Support Office states in a report that:
“The Taliban have no shortage of volunteers/recruits and only make use of forced
recruitment in exceptional cases. It is, for example, reported that the Taliban try to
recruit persons with a military background, such as members of the ANSF. The
Taliban also make use of forced recruitment in situations of acute pressure. Pressure
and coercion to join the Taliban are not always violent and would often be exercised
through the family, clan or religious network, depending on the local circumstances”
(European Asylum Support Office (June 2018) Country Guidance: Afghanistan,
Guidance note and common analysis, p.46).

Accord in June 2018 issued a compilation of COI sources which included stating,
that there is:
“…greater evidence about children being at risk of forced recruitment than adults, but
there was a continuing vulnerability for teenagers and those into their 20s and 30s
who are not married, extending to a general risk for able-bodied men of any age”
(Accord (6 June 2018) Anfragebeantwortung zu Afghanistan: Zwangsrekrutierung
von Minderjährigen in Nangarhar, speziell auch in Dschalalabad [a-10614], p.3).

A report issued in July 2018 by the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
notes that:
“During the first six months of 2018, UNAMA verified the recruitment and use of 22
boys…and documented credible allegations of the recruitment and use of seven boys
by parties to the armed conflict…These boys were used to participate in hostilities,
including planting IEDs and killing of civilians…” (United Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (15 July 2018) Midyear update on the protection of civilians in armed
conflict 1 January to 30 June 2018, p.3).

The UNHCR in August 2018 states:
“In areas where AGEs exercise effective control over territory and the population,
they are reported to use a variety of mechanisms to recruit fighters, including
recruitment mechanisms based on coercive strategies. Persons who resist
recruitment, and their family members, are reportedly at risk of being killed or
punished. AGEs are reported to continue to recruit children to carry out suicide
attacks and be used as human shields, as well as to participate in active combat, to
plant IEDs, to smuggle weapons and uniforms, and to act as spies, guards or scouts
for reconnaissance.” (UNHCR (30 August 2018) UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for
Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum-Seekers from Afghanistan,
pp.52-53)

In September 2018 the Norwegian Refugee Council issued a report which included a
survey which noted
“…in Kunar and Nangarhar…concern[s] about the number of children still being
recruited into Taliban…” (Norwegian Refugee Council (27 September 2018)
Education in Emergencies: Children in distress, p.29).

The United Nations Security Council in September 2018 notes:
“The task force verified the recruitment and use of two boys by parties to the conflict
and documented credible allegations of the recruitment and use of four boys by the
Taliban and one boy by the National Directorate of Security and the Taliban” (United
Nations Security Council (10 September 2018) The situation in Afghanistan and its
implication for International peace and security, p.29).

A report issued in October 2018 by Save the Children includes commenting on
forced recruitment stating that:
“Existing information on the topic is anecdotal but confirms the real threat of forced
recruitment of children. UNAMA has verified the recruitment of 22 boys to armed
conflict this year, and news articles have reported the recruitment of children to
armed forces, both governmental and other…UNHCR lists protection from under-age
recruitment – in line with the UNCRC –as a child-sensitive understanding of sufficient
persecution to form grounds for asylum…” (Save the Children (16 October 2018)
From Europe to Afghanistan; Experiences of Child Returnees, p.37).
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