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Democratic Republic of the Congo – Researched and compiled by the 
Refugee Documentation Centre of Ireland on 7 August 2014 
 
Information on the following: (A). Residence rights for Angolans in DRC 
(B). Treatment of Angolan nationals in DRC (C). How to acquire DRC 
citizenship? 
 

An Al Jazeera article, in a paragraph headed “Refugee status terminated”, 
refers to the status of Angolan refugees in the DRC as follows: 
 

“In 2012, as stability returned to Angola, the government of the DRC - like 
other countries in sub-Saharan Africa with sizable Angolan refugee 
populations - terminated the refugee status of Angolan refugees. The move 
was part of a plan to persuade the refugees to return home. For those ex-
refugees who wanted to stay, the DRC government said it would make 
residency permits available. Around 23,000 Angolans returned through the 
UNHCR-mediated repatriation programme in 2012. By January 2013, another 
22,000 others said they were also prepared to return. The UNHCR said the 
third wave of repatriations of Angolan refugees, due to start in mid-2014, is 
significant because it signals a possible conclusion to one of the continent's 
oldest stories of displacement. But another 47,815 Angolan refugees still live 
in the DRC, and have signalled their desire to remain.” (Al Jazeera (13 March 
2014) Angolans in DRC have mixed feelings on home) 

 

See also paragraph headed “Tough times in Kinshasa” which states: 
 

“Some Angolan refugees have been here so long that they have integrated 
into communities between the border region of Ba Congo and Kinshasa. 
Theresa Nsimba, in her fifties, has been in the DRC for such a long time, she 
can't remember when she arrived. Her son has to remind her that it has been 
15 years. It's no surprise to the authorities, then, that so many Angolan 
refugees want to stay. Yenga said integration for Angolan refugees was not 
difficult, because they both speak Lingala and share the same culture as 
those living in the Kinshasa area.” (ibid) 

 

An IRIN News report states: 
 

“Some 40,000 former Angolan refugees in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) are living in limbo, unwilling to go home but lacking legal status in 
DRC. In June 2012, it was determined that the circumstances - created by a 
civil war - that led to refugee status being granted to tens of thousands of 
Angolans were no longer in place. Under the terms of the 1951 Convention 
Relating to the Status of Refugees, this means that there is no longer a prima 
facie case for international protection. In short, the refugee status of these 
Angolans was revoked. Individuals are still able to make a fresh application 
for refugee status based on their specific protection concerns. Recognizing 
that local integration is one of the recognized 'durable solutions' for refugees - 
the others being voluntary repatriation and third-country resettlement - the 
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DRC government agreed to grant permanent residency permits to all the 
Angolans who did not wish to return to Angola. But the government did not 
manage to distribute the required 40,000 permits by the planned deadline of 
the end of 2012, so many of the Angolans now lack legal identity documents.” 
(IRIN News (22 January 2013) Uncertainty for Angolans stripped of refugee 
status in Democratic Republic of Congo) 

 

A report from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, in a section titled 
“Achievements and Positive Developments”, states: 
 

“UNHCR commends the Government and the people of the DRC for their 
hospitality towards refugees, including the decision to allow Angolan refugees 
wishing to remain in the DRC to apply for temporary residence permits on 
favourable terms and with considerably lower application fees.” (UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (September 2013) Submission by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees For the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights' Compilation Report – Universal Periodic 
Review: Democratic Republic of the Congo, p.2) 

 

See also UN High Commissioner for Refugees report which, in a paragraph 
headed “Assessment of results”, states: 
 

“Some 23,000 Angolan refugees who were willing to return home could not be 
repatriated after the invocation of the cessation clause, and are still waiting for 
their return to be arranged. Of the 51,000 Angolans, who opted for local 
integration in the DRC, 6,500 received temporary residence cards in 2012.” 
(UN High Commissioner for Refugees (June 2013) 2012 Global Report; 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, p.3) 

 

A UK Home Office country report on the DRC, in a section titled “Citizenship 
and Nationality” (paragraph 5.07), refers to information provided by the 
UNHCR in regard to the Nationality Law of 2004 as follows: 
 

“The law n. 81/012 of 29 June 1981, modified by Decree-Law n.197 of 29 
January 1999, is no longer applicable in DRC, as it is superseded by the new 
Nationality Law: the Law n. 04/024 of 12 November 2004 on Congolese 
nationality. These are the main points of this new law: 
 
1. There are two categories of nationality: recognized nationality (by origin, by 
birth or by presumption of law) and acquired nationality (by naturalization, by 
option or by adoption). 
2. The time required for naturalization is 7 years residence in RDC [DRC]. 
4. The double nationality is prohibited without exception. Congolese 
nationality is exclusive. 
5. The procedure for the obtention or renunciation of Congolese nationality is 
an administrative procedure, the courts do not intervene in this procedure. 
6. The return to the country is not a pre-condition to acquire the Congolese 
nationality.” (UK Home Office (28 April 2006 ) Country of Origin Information 
Report - Democratic Republic of the Congo, p.18) 

 

See also paragraph 5.08 which states: 
 

“In comments submitted to the Advisory Panel on Country Information on 8 
March 2006, UNHCR stated that ‘in addition 7 years of marriage can also 
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lead to acquiring the nationality through the nationality of the spouse (being a 
man or a woman).’” (ibid, p.18) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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