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Ethiopia’s Violation of the Rights of Indigenous Rural Women

in Connection with the Lega Dembi Gold Mine

This report is submitted by two Ethiopian NGOs, Development by Unity and Brotherly Action for the Future (DUBAF)
 and Girja Integrated Rural Development Association (GIRDA)
, and by the Center for International Human Rights (CIHR) of Northwestern University’s Pritzker School of Law,
 on the occasion of the review of Ethiopia’s State Report during the 72nd Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. 
This report focuses on violations of the rights of rural women (CEDAW Art. 14) in connection with massive gold mining operations in the rural Shakiso District of the Oromia Region of southern Ethiopia. By far the largest gold mine is the Lega Dembi mine, owned by the private company MIDROC,
 which in 1997 received a 20-year license to develop and operate the Lega Dembi mine.  The State bears responsibility because it granted this license and for twenty years permitted MIDROC to operate this mine without appropriate governmental oversight or adequate environmental and health regulatory standards.  Additionally, the State failed to address the violations when the victims complained.
MIDROC’s Lega Dembi mine has had a devastating impact on the surrounding communities, including in particular the rural women living in these communities.  The area around the mine is populated by the indigenous Guji people, who for centuries have pursued an agro-pastoral way of life, raising livestock and farming on their traditional lands.  MIDROC’s acquisition of the mining license led to large-scale deforestation and the exclusion of the Guji from land taken over by the mine.  Obligations of free, prior and informed consent were not observed; indeed, the indigenous people had no input whatsoever into the decision to license the Lega Dembi mine.  They received no compensation for the loss of their ancestral lands and the damage to their livelihoods.
The Lega Dembi mine has caused massive environmental degradation, with devastating consequences to the health and livelihood of women, children and men in the surrounding communities.  Women have suffered a high prevalence of miscarriages, stillbirths and the births of children with very severe disabilities.  As primary care givers, women have borne a large share of the burden of caring for children born with profound developmental disabilities, paralysis or limited use of their limbs, or other life-altering disabilities. Women, children and men have suffered a variety of health problems, including headaches, difficulty waking up in the morning, joint pain, back pain, stomach problems, and skin problems including rashes, itching and burning.  Livestock have died or been unable to reproduce normally.  Birds, fish and other wildlife have died in large numbers.  Crops, too, have been damaged by the mining operation’s pollution of water and soil, which has further diminished the food supply for these families. 
Against this background, the State’s April 2018 decision to renew MIDROC’s license for another ten years sparked massive protests by community people, which in turn led to a very positive development.  On May 9, 2018, the State suspended MIDROC’s license, which halted mining operations at least temporarily.  In announcing the suspension, Ethiopia’s Ministry of Mines, Petroleum and Natural Gas “promised an independent investigation into MIDROC and said operations would resume if and when ‘all stakeholders agree on the result of that investigation.’”

Since the suspension of MIDROC’s license, the State has begun an assessment process that is to include an environmental impact assessment, a health impact assessment, and a socio-economic impact assessment.  With financial support from the Canadian Government, Ethiopia has retained a Canadian consulting firm to conduct the environmental assessment and, perhaps, to play some role in the health and socio-economic impact assessments.

The State’s actions in suspending MIDROC’s license and undertaking an assessment deserve applause.  But for a number of reasons, the community remains very concerned about the conduct of the assessment and the steps the State will take upon its conclusion.  Unfortunately, there has been no transparency regarding the basis upon which the Canadian consulting firm was selected, leaving the firm’s independence, impartiality and expertise open to question.  Similarly, the Terms of Reference (TOR) document for the environmental impact assessment has not been made public.  It is believed that due to security concerns the Canadian team has not visited the Lega Dembi mine or the nearby communities, and it is not clear whether the firm intends to do so.  Nor has the State made public any of the environmental impact studies or statements that may have been produced by or for MIDROC or the State over the years.  On information and belief, someone associated with Addis Ababa University conducted such a study prior to the April 2018 renewal of MIDROC’s license.  It is rumored that this study found fault with MIDROC’s operations, but the study results have been kept secret and withheld from the public.
This report will proceed as follows:
Section I will provide information on the Lega Dembi mine and its pollution of the water, air and soil in the surrounding communities. 
Section II will describe the devastating impact of the mining operations on the women, children and men in the surrounding communities.
Section III will demonstrate the responsibility of the State for violations of the rights of indigenous rural women living near the Lega Dembi mine.

Section IV will discuss the current assessment of the environmental, health, and socio-economic impacts of the Lega Dembi mine and note concerns about the process.
Section V will suggest questions to ask the State.
Section VI will suggest recommendations for the State.
I.
The Lega Dembi mine and its contamination of the water, air and soil
 
Background
Although people have mined for gold in the Shakiso area since the 1930s, the scale and methods of mining changed dramatically when the State opened the mining sector to private companies and, in 1997, granted a 20-year license to MIDROC for gold exploration and mining in the Shakiso area.  Beginning in 1998, MIDROC developed and then operated the Lega Dembi gold mine, a massive open pit mining operation.  In 2009, MIDROC obtained an additional license for the adjacent Sakaro Gold Mine, an underground mine connected by tunnel to the Lega Dembi mine.  These are massive operations.  The Lega Dembi mine covers a very large expanse of land.  The smaller Sakaro Gold Mine consists of a shaft that, as of 2012, was 70 meters deep and 4 km long;
 it opens into one of the pits of the Lega Dembi open pit mine.
Despite the mine’s enormous impact on the indigenous Guji people and their traditional agro-pastoral way of life, the State failed to engage in any kind of consultation process with the local people before it granted MIDROC the 20-year license for the Lega Dembi mine.
Lega Dembi has been an exceedingly profitable venture for MIDROC.  MIDROC purchased the mine for $172 million USD.
  By 2014, MIDROC’s total revenue solely from the sale of gold mined at Lega Dembi exceeded $1.25 billion USD.

The community has not shared in the wealth generated by this enterprise to any significant extent.
  Most workers who obtain employment at the mine are brought to the area from elsewhere, depriving local people of potential income opportunities.  The local communities still lack basic essentials.  For example, children must walk very long distances to school (an impossible task for children born with disabilities) because there are no schools in their villages, and unlike some areas of Ethiopia, potable water is not piped to their communities.  
Toxic substances

MIDROC’s Lega Dembi gold mining operation has exposed the community to several toxic substances, including cyanide, heavy metals, and possibly mercury.
Cyanide 
MIDROC acknowledges that it uses cyanide in its Lega Dembi gold mine.  Cyanide is used to separate out the gold from the rock in which it is found.  After the ore (rock containing gold) is extracted from the earth, large machines crush it into small particles.  A liquid solution containing cyanide is then used to leach out the gold.  
The run-off from this process is channeled into a tailings pond, where it is supposed to be contained until it has been purified.  MIDROC’s tailings pond is massive; one observer said it is at least the size of a football stadium.  It is subdivided into sections, separated by three dams.  The first section is the most toxic – it has been reported that animals that have wandered into that portion of the pond have died immediately – but the other sections retain toxicity as well.  These ponds are not fenced.
Cyanide is highly toxic to humans.  Exposure to cyanide can cause many serious health effects in the short term, such as respiratory failure, and in the long-term can cause “heart, brain and nerve damage.”

Heavy Metals and Acid Mine Drainage
Heavy metals such as lead, arsenic and nickel are generally found in areas where gold is found.  When open pit mining exposes these metals to oxygen, a chemical reaction occurs that releases these metals into the environment.  Acid mine drainage is also a threat in gold mining areas; it is produced by a chemical reaction between water and rocks that contain sulfur.

Mercury

The World Health Organization considers mercury to be “one of the top ten chemicals … of major public health concern,” and notes that “[e]xposure to mercury – even small amounts – may cause serious health problems, and is a threat to the development of the child in utero and early in life.”
   “Mercury may have toxic effects on the nervous, digestive and immune systems, and on lungs, kidneys, skin and eyes.”

Like cyanide, mercury can be used to separate gold from rock.  The mercury binds to the gold, forming an amalgam that separates out from the surrounding rock.  The amalgam is then heated to a temperature at which the mercury vaporizes, leaving behind the gold. 
MIDROC has denied using mercury in its Lega Dembi mining operation.  However, it has been acknowledged that prior to privatization, a State mining enterprise at this location did use mercury; it is unknown whether the remaining supplies of mercury were properly disposed of when MIDROC took over the mine, or whether they were retained.  Some people believe that MIDROC has continued using mercury at Lega Dembi, noting the prevalence of health problems associated with mercury poisoning.  MIDROC’s denial of the use of mercury must also be assessed in the context of the known risk of corruption in the mining industry.  A 2012 World Bank study concluded that the “risk in Ethiopia that mining companies may be breaching mining conditions at the federal license level is considered to be high.”
  For these reasons, the controversy over whether or not MIDROC has used mercury at Lega Dembi highlights the need for a thorough, independent and transparent assessment of the operation and environmental impact of the Lega Dembi mine.  

Pathways of Contamination

There are multiple pathways by which these toxic substances have contaminated the water, air and soil in the rural communities near the Lega Dembi mine.
Ground and surface water have been contaminated by leakage and run-off from the Lega Dembi tailings pond.  Although the tailings pond is supposed to be impermeable, it is not.  Leakage from the tailings pond seeps into ground water.  That ground water reaches the surface in small streams that spring from the ground.  These streams, in turn, flow into larger streams and rivers.  Additionally, during the rainy seasons, the tailings pond sometimes overflows.  This run-off then contaminates both ground and surface water.
There is additional run-off from areas in the open pit mine that fill with water and, during the rainy seasons, sometimes overflow.  This contributes to the acid mine drainage and the spread of water contaminated with heavy metals. 
The people who live in the communities surrounding the mine are exposed to toxins not only by drinking contaminated water but also by bathing in it, cooking with it, and eating plants or animals that have been contaminated by the water.  Even when people came to suspect the water, most had little alternative but to keep using it, because they could not afford to buy bottled water and the State has not piped in clean water to their communities.
Another pathway for the mine’s toxins is the air.  Explosions, which are used to break up the rock to extract the ore, create huge amounts of dust that is carried on the wind into the surrounding communities.  The large machines that are used to crush the rock into small particles also generate large amounts of dust.  Additionally, during the dry season, portions of the tailings pond dries up, leaving behind the toxic residue.  This toxic residue, as well as the heavy-metal-laden dust from the open pits, is blown about by the winds, polluting the air that the people must breathe and poisoning crops and plants.
Soil pollution is another pathway for the toxins to reach the population.  Both the water and the dust contaminate the soil.  Crops grown in this soil are thus polluted, as is the very ground upon which people walk and live their lives.  

II.
The impact of the Lega Dembi mine on the health and livelihood of the surrounding 
communities
The toxins released into the environment by the Lega Dembi mine have had very severe consequences for the indigenous rural women and their families, impacting both their health and their livelihoods.  Rural women living near the mines have suffered a high prevalence of miscarriages and stillbirths, and have given birth to a very high number of children born with severe developmental and physical disabilities.  Women, children and men all suffer both the health effects and the impacts on their livelihood and way of life that stem from the environmental devastation.
The following examples, related by members of the community, give a searing picture of the suffering of the local people, including in particular the women and children.

Aida and her family, who live only a five-minute walk from the Lega Dembi mine, have suffered severely.  Aida has miscarried three times, each time at about four months into the pregnancy.  She has headaches and sometimes has trouble eating.  Her husband, Negasi, has joint pain and struggles to wake up in the morning.  Each of their three children also suffers.  Seven-year-old Kofi has severe problems with his vision, which prevent him from attending school.  Sometimes he cries because of the burning in his eyes.  He also has difficulty eating sometimes, and sometimes he cannot physically move.  His two younger siblings have frequent skin problems.  The environmental devastation has also affected their livelihood.  The family lost six cattle from drinking contaminated water, and they have had to sell other cattle to pay for the children’s medical treatments.  They have lost crops due to the pollution, and they now are often forced to buy food because their crops no longer produce enough for the family’s needs.  Negasi has complained to the government about his family’s situation many times, but nothing has been done.

Ife and her family, who live a 20-minute walk from the mine, also have suffered.  Ife was very sick during her pregnancy with her 5-year-old son, Abraham.  The dust from the mining explosions gave her headaches.  Abraham was born with leg and feet deformities that make it impossible for him to go to school, because he cannot walk that distance.  His four older siblings struggle in school and do not play like other children.  Ife’s husband, Kaleb, suffers from joint pain and sometimes struggles to stand upright.  The family has lost both crops and ten cattle; some of these cows died instantly after drinking the contaminated water.  The parents now sometimes have to do day labor to get money for food.  Kaleb complained to the local government, to no avail.
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Neela and her family, who live a 30-minute walk from the mine, have likewise suffered.  Neela has had two late-term miscarriages, at seven and eight months respectively.  While pregnant with her 5-year-old daughter Edna, she suffered headaches and sneezing from the dust from the mining explosions.  Edna was born with limb deformities that make it impossible for her to walk more than a very short distance; this prevents her from going to school because she cannot walk that far.  Edna gets angry because she cannot walk like her friends, and although she can talk she has trouble with comprehension.  Edna’s 10-year-old sibling complains about headaches, and Neela’s husband, Ahmed, suffers from joint pain, back pain, and difficulty waking up in the morning.  The family’s crops have not done well, particularly over the past five years, and their oxen have such weak bones that they cannot be used to plow the land.  The parents have had to do day labor to buy food.
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Abena and her family, who live just downstream from the mine, have suffered similar problems.  Abena’s first child, 9-year-old Subira, was born with no range of motion for her head and suffers from paralysis.  She cannot use her hands and she does not talk.  Abena must feed Subira, who struggles when she chews, and either Abena or her husband must be with their daughter constantly.  Subira also suffers from rashes and other skin problems.  Another of Abena’s children, 3-year-old Abel, developed a tumor on his back before his second birthday.  Abel cannot move his head fully.  Abena herself has stomach problems, too-frequent periods, and a burning sensation in her uterus; she wants more children but has been unable to conceive.  She has lost five of her eight cattle and one of her two donkeys; the remaining cattle have too-soft skin and loose horns.  Her crops of maize, teff and wheat have become less productive, and when she eats what she has grown she suffers bloating and stomach problems.  She has to buy food to supplement what she can grow; to get the money to buy food, she has had to sell cattle. 
Unfortunately, these are not isolated examples.  Area residents for years have complained of the very high number of health problems, miscarriages, and children born with disabilities.  “Mothers are having miscarriages every single day,” a health care worker from the Shakiso area reported.
  “I am not seeing this in other places, only around the mining site.”

III.
Responsibility of the State for violations of the rights of indigenous rural women living 
near the Lega Dembi mine
While MIDROC deserves severe condemnation for the manner in which it has operated the Lega Dembi mine, the State bears ultimate responsibility for the violations of Convention rights outlined in this report.  As a State party to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (“CEDAW” or “Convention”) since 1981,
 Ethiopia has been obliged to “take all appropriate measures” to “ensure” to rural women the rights set out in CEDAW Article 14(2).
  These include the right “[t]o participate in the elaboration and implementation of development planning at all levels,”
 and the right “[t]o enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to . . . water supply.”

The Article 14 obligations of States parties to respect the rights of rural women – including indigenous rural women like the Guji women living near the Lega Dembi mine – have been further articulated by this Committee in its General Recommendation No. 34 (2016) on the rights of rural women.
  
In particular:
States parties should address specific threats posed to rural women by . . . land and soil degradation, water pollution, . . . [and] extractive industries . . . . They should alleviate and mitigate those threats and ensure that rural women enjoy a safe, clean and healthy environment.

As this Committee has noted, rights such as the right to clean water “are not only essential rights in themselves but also key to the realization of a wide range of other rights, including the rights to health, food, education and participation.”

Ethiopia has failed to comply with these obligations.

The right to participation in the “elaboration and implementation of development planning”
 has been flagrantly ignored.  Under the principle of Free, Prior, Informed Consent (FPIC), indigenous people like the Guji people are have the right to be fully informed and “to give or withhold consent to a project that may affect them or their territories” and “to negotiate the conditions under which the project will be designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated.”
  But as noted above, the Guji people – including the Guji women – were never consulted in any way in connection with the State’s 1997 decision to license MIDROC to mine for gold on traditional Guji lands, or its 2009 decision to grant MIDROC an additional license for the adjacent Sakaro gold mine.  Similarly, despite the many community protests and the evident health and environmental devastation in the area surrounding the mine, the Guji people were not consulted with respect to the April 2018 decision to renew for an additional ten years MIDROC’s license for the Lega Dembi mine.
The right to safe drinking water and, more generally, a “safe, clean and healthy environment”
 has also been ignored.  MIDROC was granted the license for the Lega Dembi mine without any meaningful oversight (if any at all) of the environmental impact of its intended operations.  Similarly, MIDROC was permitted to operate for twenty years without meaningful oversight (if any at all) of the environmental impact of the mining operations, and without any penalties for the environmental devastation and searing health consequences caused by the mine.  In April 2018, MIDROC’s license was renewed for an additional ten years, again without taking into proper account the mine’s environmental impact.
This state of affairs, it is believed, has resulted from both a lack of capacity and a lack of will.  Although the State has environmental laws and regulations on paper, there is a huge deficit in enforcement.  As one example of lack of capacity, a 2012 World Bank study noted that Ethiopia’s Ministry of Mining had “only 13 staff members in its general inspection unit and three environmental inspectors to handle 160 federal licenses across the country, many of them in remote areas.”
 As was noted in the study, “[a] shortage of properly trained and equipped inspectors can result in inadequate numbers of inspections, inadequate time given to each inspection, and failure to detect breaches of license conditions if the inspector lacks adequate skill, time, or the appropriate instruments.”

Community people believe that there has also been a lack of will on the part of the State to impose environmental regulation or any sort of accountability on MIDROC.  MIDROC’s owner, Ethiopian-born Saudi billionaire Sheikh Mohammed Hussein Al Amoudi, has long ties to the political party that has ruled Ethiopia since the early 1990’s; the New York Times has described him as the Ethiopian Government’s “most prominent backer.”
  He is Ethiopia’s largest private employer, and, as reported in the New York Times, “a 2008 [U.S.] State Department cable, made public by WikiLeaks, said that ‘nearly every enterprise of significant monetary or strategic value privatized since 1994 has passed from the ownership of the Government of Ethiopia to ‘one of Al Amoudi’s companies.’  That called into question the ‘true competitiveness of the process,’ the cable said.”

Adding to community concerns, there has been a total lack of transparency with respect to the Lega Dembi mine and its environmental impact.  There has been no transparency as to how MIDROC obtained the license for the Lega Dembi mine in the first place.  Since that time, there has been no transparency regarding environmental impact assessments that may (or may not) have been done.  No one knows whether MIDROC submitted any kind of environmental assessment or impact statement at the time it obtained the license; if such an assessment was done, it certainly has not been made public.  It is believed that someone associated with Addis Ababa University conducted an environmental impact assessment prior to the April 2018 decision to renew MIDROC’s Lega Dembi license, and it is rumored that this assessment was harshly critical of the mine’s environmental impact, notwithstanding the subsequent decision to renew the license.  But no one can get access to this assessment; it has not been made available to the public.
Finally, the State has failed to require any measures to restore the environment or otherwise mitigate the environmental harms caused by the Lega Dembi mine.  Nor has it paid, or required MIDROC to pay, any compensation to the women, children and men who have been so severely harmed by its operation.

Thus, through its actions and omissions, the State has failed to meet its Convention obligations to ensure to the rural Guji women living near the Lega Dembi mine (a) their right to “participate in the elaboration and implementation of development planning”
 affecting their lives, lands and livelihoods, and (b) their right to enjoy adequate living conditions, clean water, and a “safe, clean and healthy environment.”

IV.
The Suspension of MIDROC’s License and the Current Assessment Process

The State’s April 2018 decision to renew MIDROC’s license for the Lega Dembi mine led to yet another outpouring of community protests. In response to weeks of demonstrations, the State suspended MIDROC’s license, shutting down (at least temporarily) the Lega Dembi and Sakaro mines, pending the completion of an independent environmental assessment.  At the time the license was suspended, a spokesperson for Ethiopia’s Ministry of Mines, Petroleum and Natural Gas said that “the final decision will depend on the outcome of the study.”
  As of the date of this report, this assessment process is still underway and the mines remain closed.
Current plans call for the assessment to have three parts.  The first is an environmental impact assessment; this part will be funded by the Canadian Government and conducted by a Canadian firm.  The second part is a health assessment.  This will include the administration of an oral survey to some 2000 local households, meetings with community leaders and health care workers, and a comparative analysis of blood, fingernail, and hair samples from a sample of the population living near the mine and a second “control” sample of people who live upstream at a distance from the mine.  The third part of the assessment will investigate the socio-economic impacts of the Lega Dembi mine.  
Although it remains to be seen how this three-part assessment will be carried out, the State’s suspension of MIDROC’s mining license and its commitment to conduct an independent assessment addressing environmental, health, and socio-economic impacts of the mine are commendable.  It must also be noted that this process is being undertaken in the context of a change in leadership at the federal level.  Although the same political party remains in power, a new Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, took office at the start of April 2018.  In the months since he took office, Prime Minister Abiy and his administration have undertaken a number of important measures that reflect a significant expansion of respect for human rights. For example, “[h]e shut down [the notorious] Maekelawi prison, freed journalists and invited all political exiles to return and stake their claim to a free and fair 2020 election.”
  In October, he appointed a new Cabinet, half of whose members are women.

While these developments give reason to hope, there are also grounds for continuing concern.  Unfortunately, there has been no transparency regarding the basis upon which the Canadian consulting firm was selected, leaving the firm’s independence, impartiality and expertise open to question.  Similarly, the Terms of Reference (TOR) document for the environmental impact assessment has not been made public.  It is believed that due to security concerns the Canadian team has not visited the Lega Dembi mine or the nearby communities, and it is not clear whether the firm intends to do so.  It is very hard to imagine that a comprehensive environmental impact assessment can be conducted unless the research team spends an adequate amount of time inspecting the mine and taking samples of the soil and water in and around the mine, for laboratory analysis.  And, even if a comprehensive assessment is conducted, there remains the question of what is to be done in response to the assessment’s findings. 
In addition to these concerns regarding independence, thoroughness and transparency, there are additional concerns rooted in Ethiopia’s need for hard currency and the past history involving the Lega Dembi mine.  Because a small percentage of the profits from the Lega Dembi mine are earmarked for the State, the State has a financial stake in the resumption of mining at Lega Dembi.  There is concern that the desire to reopen the mine as quickly as possible will drive the assessment, rather than having the results of the assessment drive the decision on whether or not to allow MIDROC to resume operations.  Similarly, because MIDROC’s owner has such close ties with the ruling party and his business dealings in Ethiopia are so significant, the Government may find reason to “look the other way” at any violations that may be found at the Lega Dembi mine.  For reasons such as these, the community remains very concerned both about the conduct of the assessment and about the steps the State will take upon its conclusion. 
V.
Proposed questions to ask the State
1.  
In the interest of transparency, will the State promise to release, in full, the results of the current environmental, health and socio-economic assessments, including both the final reports of these assessments and all of the underlying raw data obtained during the assessment process?

2. 
To assure the community of the independence and expertise of the Canadian consulting firm retained to conduct the environmental assessment, will the State make public: 


(a)
the basis on which this firm was selected;

(b) 
if this firm was not selected through an open bid process, the reason(s) for foregoing such a bid process;

(c)
the qualifications of this firm and its employees to conduct the environmental 


assessment; 

(d) 
full disclosure of: (i) any prior work done by this firm in relation to MIDROC or to the mining sector in Ethiopia; and (ii) any and all pecuniary interests between this firm and either MIDROC or the State; and

(e)
full disclosure of any stake this firm may have in the outcome of the assessment process.  This would include, for example, any discussions, plans or expectations regarding the possibility of future business relationships between this firm and MIDROC and/or the State if mining operations are allowed to resume.
3.
Following the completion of the assessment process, will the State respect the right of the local Guji people to Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)
 in deciding whether, and under what conditions, MIDROC or any other entity should be allowed to resume mining at the Lega Dembi and Sakaro mines?

4.
Will the State promise not to allow the Lega Dembi and Sakaro mines to reopen until it can be guaranteed that these mines will be operated safely, causing no further injury to the environment and the people living in the surrounding areas?

5.
Will the State ensure that proper measures are taken by MIDROC and/or the State to: 


(a)
repair all environmental damage to the water, soil and air in the affected areas; and 


(b) 
provide adequate compensation to the community and the individual victims?

VI.
Proposed recommendations for the State
1.
In the interest of transparency, as soon as the State receives the results of the current environmental, health and socio-economic assessments, it should make these results available to the public, including both the final reports of these assessments and all of the underlying raw data obtained during the assessment process.  In the meantime, the State should immediately make public the Terms of Reference (TOR) documents that set out the methodology and expectations for each component (environmental, health, and socio-economic) of the assessment.

2.
To assure the community of the independence and expertise of the Canadian consulting firm retained to conduct the environmental assessment, the State should immediately make public: 


(a)
the basis on which this firm was selected;

(b) 
if this firm was not selected through an open bid process, the reason(s) for foregoing such a bid process;

(c)
the qualifications of this firm and its employees to conduct the environmental 


assessment; 

(d) 
full disclosure of: (i) any prior work done by this firm in relation to MIDROC or to the mining sector in Ethiopia; and (ii) any and all pecuniary interests between this firm and either MIDROC or the State; and

(e)
full disclosure of any stake this firm may have in the outcome of the assessment process.  This would include, for example, any discussions, plans or expectations regarding the possibility of future business relationships between this firm and MIDROC and/or the State if that mining operations are allowed to resume.
3.  
Following the completion of the assessment process, the State should respect the right of the local Guji people, including in particular the women, to Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) in deciding whether, and under what conditions, MIDROC or any other entity should be allowed to resume mining at the Lega Dembi and Sakaro mines.

4.
The State should ensure that the Lega Dembi and Sakaro mines are not reopened unless and until it can be guaranteed that these mines will be operated safely, causing no further injury to the environment and the women, children and men living in the surrounding areas.

5.
The State should ensure that MIDROC and/or the State repair the environmental damage to the water, soil and air caused by the mining operations, in accordance with best practices, so that the health and livelihood of the local people are no longer in danger.

6.
The State should provide, or require MIDROC to provide, adequate reparations to victims, including in particular women who have suffered miscarriage or stillbirth and children with disabilities.  Such reparations must include access to health care and, for children, school.
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