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Submitting organization, Center for Economic and Rural Development – CERD was formed in 2012 as non-governmental organization working for rural population in order to improve quality of life of rural people and advocate for their interests. CERD implemented numerous projects with overall objective to contribute to socio-economic development of rural areas, focusing on women empowerment and to facilitate and strengthen women’s roles in rural development programs and enhance access for rural women to developmental opportunities in targeted local communities. The main activities address increase of women participation in decision-making processes and networking of rural organizations and CSOs and creation of mechanisms to mainstream gender responsive approaches into rural development programs and activities.

In the following paragraphs, CERD addresses several issues for the rights of rural women and gender equality in rural areas which were not fully addressed by the relevant State parties. We suggest for the CEDAW to take the suggested issues and questions into account in the preparation of a list of issues in March 2019.
Suggested topics to be considered for the preparation of a list of issues considering Rural women: 

1. Article 7
The emancipation of the woman is not happening with the same intensity across the Bosnia and Herzegovina, and needless to say women from rural areas are often out of the focus of the public support instruments and programs. In order to achieve full equality of the rural woman in society, the greater economic autonomy and independence is needed, as well as greater representation in political life. Rural women are still perceived through their traditional role of a mother and wife in the family which remains their main responsibility. In the BiH report, the State parties do not provide information on the introduced procedures and measures to ensure the implementation of article 20 of the Gender Equality Law at the state, entity, cantonal, district and municipal levels to promote, inter alia, the participation of rural women
. 
The women participation in the decision-making processes on local level remains very low. According to available data, in the Local Elections in 2016 only six women (4.3 per cent) were elected mayors. The share of women in the composition of the councils/assemblies is 18.34 per cent. 

Such a position disables any substantial women influence over development plans and decision-making processes important for local community development. Besides, rural women are not informed about the strategic documents significant for local community development. The lack of communication between the public and civil sector is evident, even though individual municipalities have identified this problem in the strategic documents and proposed certain solutions. Women should be more involved in the creation of policies and programs for their effects to be stronger, whereas developmental policies and programs in local communities should be based on the rights and the potentials of rural women.
In light of this information, we respectfully invite the Committee to ask the State parties to provide information on the following question: 

1. What measures does the State take in order to ensure the implementation of article 20 of the Gender Equality Law at the state, entity, cantonal, district and municipal levels to
promote, inter alia, the participation of rural women?      

2. Article 14 

The governments at different levels do not show greater progress considering issues which are targeting rural women. This is in relation with providing additional social measures for these women and establishing long-term fund for support of women from rural areas. The problems faced by women in rural areas are most often treated with measures that do not always lead to the desired result. 
Action Plan for Improving the Position of Rural Women in RS was introduced and represented a temporary special measure within the 2009-2015 Rural Development Strategy for RS. Considering that timeframe of this document expired, the new Action Plan is necessary to ensure systematic actions for improving the position of rural women. However, no information is available whether such document will be prepared and introduced. Gender Action Plan of Bosnia and Hercegovina (2018-2022) is not sufficiently addressing rural women problems and accordingly, no sufficient measures are envisaged for improving the status of women in rural areas
. 
Access to education in rural areas remains one of the biggest challenges for young girls and boys. The number of girls leaving the secondary education is higher than the number of boys. According to the available reports, there is a high dropout rate of the girls from rural areas from secondary school, because of the poor living status of their families and the need to participate in the households
. 

Gender inequality in property possession is rather evident. Majority of rural women are neither the owners of houses and arable land nor means of production. No systematic measures are taken to encourage equality in agricultural production and ownership over property.
Loss of employment and limitation of work to agriculture leads to deterioration of women status in the society. Numerous women experienced loss of employment and limitation of work activities to agriculture as a significant deterioration of their own status
. Women consider that their (re)employment under the present unfavorable market conditions is almost impossible and closing themselves within the household results in loss of skills, social contacts and independent income sources. In rural areas it will be necessary to ensure such educational programs for women that would contribute to development of knowledge and skills according to the needs and conditions of the given area and characteristics of the local population.

On the other side, women are ready to join different forms of cooperatives with other women for production of organic food; fruit production; medicinal herbs; providing of agricultural services; export of traditional products; buying and processing of fruit and vegetables, etc. It is necessary to encourage networking, association, interest linking and organization of rural women. This could have multiple benefits: enabling of a better flow of information about the market, modern production technologies, available funds and incentive measures, exchange of experience; defining of common interests and their protection; initiation of common actions aimed at improvement of the position of rural women; organization of diversities necessary for local cultural life, recreation and leisure.

High unemployment rate of women in rural areas leads to high rate of women that are not registered in the health system, especially in the Federation of Bosnia and Hercegovina. Furthermore, local clinics in rural areas do not work regularly. It is not uncommon for ambulances to be equipped with the most advanced technical equipment, but simply to be closed because there is no one to work (Grahovo), or doctors do not visit local ambulances during bad weather conditions such as snow (Bosanski Petrovac)
. 

In light of this information, we respectfully invite the Committee to ask the State parties of Bosnia and Hercegovina the following question: 

1. Please provide information on the measures taken to increase the participation of rural women in education, employment, social assistance, land ownership and management, and microcredit schemes. 
2. Please provide information on the measures taken to support cooperative movement and rural women membership in cooperatives.
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�Gender Action Plan of Bosnia and Hercegovina (2018-2022) 
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� Initiative for Monitoring of EU Integration of BIH – page 91 


� HYPERLINK "http://eu-monitoring.ba/site/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Upitnik_finalna-verzija-1.pdf" �http://eu-monitoring.ba/site/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Upitnik_finalna-verzija-1.pdf�


�  Recommendations for Inclusion of Women in Rural Development Activities in BiH, Project GARD – Gender Agenda in Rural Development – Empowerment of Women in the Rural Society � HYPERLINK "http://ardbih.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/GARD-Preporuke-za-uključivanje-žena-u-aktivnosti-ruralnog-razvoja.pdf" �http://ardbih.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/GARD-Preporuke-za-uključivanje-žena-u-aktivnosti-ruralnog-razvoja.pdf�


� Alternative CEDAW Report – Civil Society Organisations in BIH 


� HYPERLINK "http://zenskamreza.ba/site/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CEDaW-WEB-final-novembar-2016.pdf" �http://zenskamreza.ba/site/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CEDaW-WEB-final-novembar-2016.pdf�






