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1 This information is published in Child Soldiers International’s World Index, an online database of laws, policies 
and practices related to the recruitment and use of children by state armed forces and non-state armed groups 
globally. For more information on the World Index and to review source documents, please visit: 
https://childsoldiersworldindex.org/ 

https://childsoldiersworldindex.org/
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2 OHCHR, Summary of the high-level panel discussion on the situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab 
Republic, comments by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Doc. A/HRC/35/15 A/HRC/35/15, 15 
May 2017, Para 4, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session35/Documents/A_HRC_35_15_AEV.docx  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session35/Documents/A_HRC_35_15_AEV.docx
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3 As noted by Panos Moumtzis, UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, in his opening 
statement at a high-level panel discussion on violations of the human rights of children in Syria, held in Geneva 
on 13 March 2018. See OHCHR, Human Rights Council holds high-level panel discussion on violations of the 
human rights of children in Syria, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22809&LangID=E  
4 OHCHR, Syria: the most dangerous place for children? 16 March 2018, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/ChildrenInSyria.aspx  
5 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/37/72, 1 February 2018, Para 10, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-37-72_EN.pdf  
6 In 1999, the UN Security Council (UNSC) adopted resolution 1261, the UNSC’s first resolution on children and 
armed conflict. The resolution identified and condemned six grave violations affecting children during war, and 
requested the UN Secretary-General to report on the issue. UNSC resolution 1612 (2005) mandates the UN to 
establish monitoring mechanisms in countries where there is verified evidence that grave violations against 
children are being committed by parties to a conflict. The six grave violations are: Killing or maiming of 
children; Recruitment and use of children by armed forces and armed groups; Attacks against schools or 
hospitals; Rape or other grave sexual violence; Abduction of children; and Denial of humanitarian access for 
children. The UN Secretary General’s annual report on children and armed conflict contains annexes that 
identify parties to armed conflict responsible for grave violations against children. For more information, see, 
Office of the UN Secretary General’s Special Representative on Children and Armed Conflict, 2The Six Grave 
Violations, available at: https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/   
7 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, 20 April 
2016, para 150, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2016/360&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC  
8 Op cit. Panos Moumtzis. 
9 Op cit. UN Doc. UN Doc. A/HRC/37/72, para 11. 
10 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, UN Doc. A/66/782–S/2012/261, 26 April 
2012, paras 122, 124, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/782&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22809&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/ChildrenInSyria.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-37-72_EN.pdf
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2016/360&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/782&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
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11 Human Rights Watch, Syria: Opposition Using Children in Conflict - Boys Report Serving as Fighters, Guards, 
and Lookouts, 29 November 2012, available at:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/11/29/syria-opposition-
using-children-conflict 
12 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, UN Doc. A/67/845–S/2013/245, 15 May 
2013, para 156, Annex, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2013/245&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC 
13 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, UN Doc. A/68/878–S/2014/339, 15 May 
2014, para 145, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/68/878&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC 
14 Human Rights Watch, “Maybe We Live and Maybe We Die” Recruitment and Use of Children by Armed 
Groups in Syria, June 2014, page 13, available at: 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria0614_crd_ForUpload.pdf; See also, Violations 
Documentation Center in Syria, http://vdc-sy.net/en/  
15 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, UN Doc. A/69/926*–S/2015/409*, 5 June 
2015, paras 6, 191, 204, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/926&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC 
16 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, paras 148, 150.  
 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/11/29/syria-opposition-using-children-conflict
https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/11/29/syria-opposition-using-children-conflict
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2013/245&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/68/878&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria0614_crd_ForUpload.pdf
http://vdc-sy.net/en/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/926&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
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17 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/33/55, 11 August 2016, Paras 117-8, available at: https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/178/60/PDF/G1617860.pdf?OpenElement 
18 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict, UN Doc. A/72/361–S/2017/821, 24 August 
2017, para 170-1, Annex, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2017/821&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC. 
19 See section 8. International assistance and cooperation, below for more detail. 
20 Save the Children, Invisible Wounds, The impact of six years of war on the mental health of Syria’s children, 
March 2017, available at: https://i.stci.uk/sites/default/files/Invisible%20Wounds%20March%202017.pdf  
21 Information on file with Child Soldiers International. 
22 OP Cit. UN Doc. A/66/782–S/2012/261, 26 April 2012, para 122; Op Cit. UN Doc. A/67/845–S/2013/245, 15 
May 2013 para 155.  
 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/178/60/PDF/G1617860.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/178/60/PDF/G1617860.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2017/821&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
https://i.stci.uk/sites/default/files/Invisible%20Wounds%20March%202017.pdf
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23 Report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/22/59, 5 February 2013, para 115, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A.HRC.22.59_en.pdf 
24 Siobhan O’neil, and Kato Van Broeckhoven (eds), Cradled by Conflict: Child Involvement with Armed Groups 
in Contemporary conflict, United Nations University, 2018, pp 110-111, available at: 
https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:6409/Cradled_by_Conflict.pdf 
25 Report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/25/65, 12 February 2014, summary, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-65_en.doc  
26 Eighth report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/27/60, 13 August 2014, para 85, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session27/Documents/A_HRC_27_60_ENG.doc 
27 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/69/926*–S/2015/409*, para 195. 
28 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, para 152. 
29 Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/33/55, 11 August 2016, Para 118, available at: https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/178/60/PDF/G1617860.pdf?OpenElement  
30 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/72/361–S/2017/821, 24 August 2017, paras 171-3.  
31 Ibid, Annex. 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A.HRC.22.59_en.pdf
https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:6409/Cradled_by_Conflict.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-65_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session27/Documents/A_HRC_27_60_ENG.doc
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/178/60/PDF/G1617860.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/178/60/PDF/G1617860.pdf?OpenElement
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32 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/HRC/22/59, para 117.  
33 Op Cit. Human Rights Watch, “Maybe We Live and Maybe We Die,” page 13; See also, Human Rights Watch, 
Under Kurdish Rule: Abuses in PYD-run Enclaves of Syria, 19 June 2014, available at: 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/06/19/under-kurdish-rule/abuses-pyd-run-enclaves-syria; See also, 
Violations Documentation Center in Syria, http://vdc-sy.net/en/  
34 Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. 
S/2014/31, 27 January 2014, Para 12, available at: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2014/31&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC; See also, Op Cit. 
O’neil, and Kato Van Broeckhoven (eds); Mara Revkin, How militants in Iraq and Syria recruit and use children, 
Washington Post, 14 February 2018, available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2018/02/14/a-new-study-illuminates-child-recruitment-by-militants-in-iraq-and-
syria/?utm_term=.fff89bcdeb24  
35 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/68/878–S/2014/339, para 145. 
36 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/HRC/27/60, 13 August 2014, para 91. 
 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/06/19/under-kurdish-rule/abuses-pyd-run-enclaves-syria
http://vdc-sy.net/en/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2014/31&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/02/14/a-new-study-illuminates-child-recruitment-by-militants-in-iraq-and-syria/?utm_term=.fff89bcdeb24
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/02/14/a-new-study-illuminates-child-recruitment-by-militants-in-iraq-and-syria/?utm_term=.fff89bcdeb24
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/02/14/a-new-study-illuminates-child-recruitment-by-militants-in-iraq-and-syria/?utm_term=.fff89bcdeb24
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37 Report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, Rule of Terror: 
Living under ISIS in Syria, UN Doc. A/HRC/27/CRP.3, paras 58-60, 62, available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/HRC_CRP_ISIS_14Nov2014.doc; See also, 
International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The Hague, ISIS Child Soldiers in Syria: The 
Structural and Predatory Recruitment, Enlistment, Pre-Training Indoctrination, Training, and Deployment, 
February 2018, available at: https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ICCT-Almohammad-ISIS-Child-
Soldiers-In-Syria-Feb2018.pdf  
38 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/69/926*–S/2015/409*, para 194; Op Cit. UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, Paras 148-150.  
39 Charlie Winter, Shocked by the ‘cubs of the caliphate’? Of course you are – that’s Isis’s plan, the Guardian, 5 
January 2016, available at: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jan/05/cubs-of-caliphate-isis-
children-videos-propaganda 
40 Committee on the Rights of the Child, Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 44 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/5, 17 May 2017, paras 
208, 210, available at: 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fSYR%2f5&La
ng=en  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/HRC_CRP_ISIS_14Nov2014.doc
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ICCT-Almohammad-ISIS-Child-Soldiers-In-Syria-Feb2018.pdf
https://icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ICCT-Almohammad-ISIS-Child-Soldiers-In-Syria-Feb2018.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jan/05/cubs-of-caliphate-isis-children-videos-propaganda
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jan/05/cubs-of-caliphate-isis-children-videos-propaganda
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fSYR%2f5&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fSYR%2f5&Lang=en
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41 United States Department of State, Trafficking in Persons Report, June 2016, page 380, available at: 
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2016/index.htm  
42 Committee on the Rights of the Child, Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 44 
of the Convention, Concluding observations: Syrian Arab Republic, UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/CO/3-4, 9 February 
2012, para 84, available at: 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fSYR%2fCO%
2f3-4&Lang=en  
43 Information on file with Child Soldiers International. 
44 Op Cit. UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/5, para 208. 

https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2016/index.htm
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fSYR%2fCO%2f3-4&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fSYR%2fCO%2f3-4&Lang=en
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45 Information on file with Child Soldiers International. 
46 Op Cit. United States Department of State, Trafficking in Persons Report, June 2016, page 380.  
47 Op Cit. UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/5, para 208. 
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48 Under Article 39 of the CRC: “States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and 
psychological recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of …  armed conflicts. Such recovery and 
reintegration shall take place in an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child.” 
49 Under Article 6.3 of OPAC: “states parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons within their 
jurisdiction recruited or used in hostilities contrary to the present Protocol are demobilized or otherwise 
released from service. States Parties shall, when necessary, accord to such persons all appropriate assistance 
for their physical and psychological recovery and their social reintegration.” 
50 Op Cit. UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/5, para 209. 
51 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/66/782–S/2012/261, para 123. 
52 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/67/845–S/2013/245, para 154. 
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53 Op Cit. UN Doc. S/2014/31, paras 18-21. 
54 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/68/878–S/2014/339, para 146. 
55 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/HRC/25/65, paras 78, 82. 
56 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/HRC/27/60, Para 85. 
57 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/69/926*–S/2015/409*, Paras 196, 204 
58 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, para 153. 
59 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/72/361–S/2017/821, paras 174-5. 
60 Op. Cit. United States Department of State, Trafficking in Persons Report, June 2016, page 380. 



 15 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

                                                                 
61 Op Cit. UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/CO/3-4, paras 80-81. 
62 Op Cit. UN Doc. S/2014/31, para 34 
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63 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/67/845–S/2013/245, para 160. 
64 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/68/878–S/2014/339, para 149. 
65 Op Cit. UN Doc. S/2014/31, para 36. 
66 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/HRC/27/CRP.3, paras 53-4. 
67 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/69/926*–S/2015/409*, para 77. 
68 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, Para 156. 
69 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/72/361–S/2017/821, para 179.   
70 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/67/845–S/2013/245, 15 May 2013, para 77.  
71 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/68/878–S/2014/339, Para 87; Op Cit. UN Doc. A/69/926*–S/2015/409*, para 112; Op Cit. 
UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, para 81; Op Cit. UN Doc. A/72/361–S/2017/821, para 98. 
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72 Op Cit. UN Doc. S/2014/31, Para 15.  
73 Op Cit. UN Doc. A/70/836–S/2016/360, para 150. 
74 Op Cit. UN Doc. CRC/C/SYR/5, para 209. 
75 Op Cit. Siobhan O’neil, and Kato Van Broeckhoven (eds), p 109. 
76 Human Rights Watch, Iran: Afghan Children Recruited to Fight in Syria 
Protection Gaps Increase Children’s Vulnerability, 1 October 2017, available at: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/01/iran-afghan-children-recruited-fight-syria;   
77 Human Rights Watch, Iran’s Child Soldiers in Syria 
No Excuse for Sending a 13-Year-Old to War, 30 November 2017, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/11/30/irans-child-soldiers-syria  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/01/iran-afghan-children-recruited-fight-syria
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/11/30/irans-child-soldiers-syria

