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This product of the Austrian Country of Origin Information Department (COI Department) of
the Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum was prepared in conformity with the standards
adopted  by  the  Advisory  Council  of  the  Austrian  COI  Department  and  the methodology
developed by the Austrian COI Department.

The maps used are COI documents, which are drawn up in conformity with COI standards to
satisfy the requirements of immigration and asylum proceedings (regional directorates, initial
reception centres, applicants, Federal Administrative Court) based on research of existing,
credible and primarily publicly accessible information. The maps provide a general view of
the situation with respect to relevant facts in the country of origin, independent of any given
individual case.

This product is intended for use by the target audience in the institutions tasked with asylum
and immigration matters. Section 5, para 5, last sentence of the Act on the Federal Office for
Immigration and Asylum (BFA-G) applies to these maps, i.e. they are as such not part of the
country  of  origin  information  accessible  to  the  general  public.  However,  they  become
accessible to the party in question by being used in proceedings (party’s right to be heard,
use in notification letter), and to the general public by being used in the notification letter.
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This product does not claim to be complete and exhaustive in terms of the information being
provided. This product does not give rise to any conclusions as to the legal assessment of
any given proceedings. The maps do not constitute binding guidelines for any general or
individual  decisions.  Specifically,  this  document  may not  be understood to be a  political
statement on the part of the Austrian COI Department or the Federal Office for Immigration
and Asylum.

For the overview map the following source was used: 1 : 30 000 000: Natural Earth. For all the topographic and
thematic maps 1 : 10 000 000: Collins World Explorer Premium, Natural Earth was used. The maps showing main
oil and gas fields are all based on: Petroleum Economist, a division of Euromoney Global Limited, December
2014, designed by K. Fuller and P. Bush, map scale 1 : 23 000 000. 

General Information (for all ethnic and religious maps)
The population of the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region is very heterogeneously in terms of religious
and sectarian, as well as ethnic and linguistic diversity. Due to this and because of the partly inconsistent sources
the maps only indicate where main settlement areas of religious or ethnic groups are. Especially the religious and
ethnic composition in urban centers may differ significantly from those in rural surroundings and it is not possible
to show this heterogeneity on the maps. Identification by religious or ethnic affiliation might vary within a group
and external attributions of religious or ethnic affiliation might differ from self-perception, too.

Not all  existing religious and ethnic groups can be shown on the maps (see below). A compromise between
clarity and accuracy had to be found, which respects the religious and ethnic diversity of the Middle East and
North Africa. The population density has not been taken into account and is therefore not shown on the maps. 

When creating these maps, the following methodology was complied with: An ethnic or religious minority group is
depicted on the map if it amounts to more than one percent of the total population of the country in question and
has a settlement area that can be located. If a group amounts to less than one percent of the total population in
country A, but to more than one percent of the population in country B, the minority group is shown in both of the
countries. The exceptions made from this methodology were limited to the smallest possible number.

Further information on ethnic/linguistic and religious/sectarian groups can be found in the specific comments
provided for each country and map. 

Country Specific Information
Comments

Some ethnic minorities are not depicted on this map, e.g.  Tat in Iran.  Further information is provided in the
comments concerning each country. Especially in urban centers the religious composition may differ significantly
from the religious composition of the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this heterogeneity on this
type of map.  

Some of the ethnic minorities are subsumed under the following groups: The ethnic groups of Talysh, Gilaki and
Mazandarani are shown as one group, because they speak Northwestern Iranian languages which are closely
related to each other. Gilaki and Mazandarani belong to the Caucasian language branch (which is a sub-group of
Northwestern Iranian languages). 

Some  religious  minorities  are  not  depicted  on  this  map.  Further  information  is  provided  in  the  comments
concerning each country. Especially in urban centers the religious composition may differ significantly from the
religious composition of the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this heterogeneity on this type of
map.  
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The  different  branches  of  Shia  Islam  (Twelver  Shia  Muslims,  Ismailis)  are  depicted  individually.  Religious
minorities  like Christians,  Jews,  Bahais  and others cannot  be shown on the map, because they are mainly
concentrated in the cities and/or their number is too small. 

Afghanistan

General sources 

Adamec, Ludwig, W. (2012): Historical Dictionary of Afghanistan, Scarecrow Press, 
https://books.google.at/books?
id=AAHna6aqtX4C&pg=PA87&lpg=PA87&dq=brahui+afghanistan&source=bl&ots=q_riEI2DeV&sig=DbsvkdXPz4
TdoYvgXajEHm1m_tQ&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=brahui%20afghanistan&f=false, access 
29.8.2016 

Afghan Analysts Network/Wörmer, Nils (2012): The Networks of Kunduz. A History of Conflict and Their Actors, 
from 1992 – 2001, http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/fachpublikationen/
wrm_2012_the_networks_of_Kunduz.pdf, access 29.8.2016

Australia, Refugee Review Tribunal (9.9.2005): RRT Research Response AFG17479, 
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4b6fe1170.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

Bashir, Elena (12.2003): Brahui – Notes. South Asian Language resource Center Workshop on Languages of 
Afghanistan and neighboring areas, December 12-14, 2003, 
http://salrc.uchicago.edu/workshops/sponsored/121203/resources/brahui.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

Bundeszentrale für Politische Bildung (22.11.2012): Dossier Afghanistan – das zweite Gesicht. Der Islam in 
Afghanistan, http://www.bpb.de/internationales/asien/afghanistan-das-zweite-gesicht/149603/der-islam-in-
afghanistan?p=all, access 29.8.2016 

CIA – factbook (25.8.2016): Afghanistan. People and Society, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/af.html, access 29.8.2016 

Civil-Military Fusion Centre (8.2011): Afghan Ethnic Groups: A Brief Investigation, 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CFC_Afg_Monthly_Ethnic_Groups_Aug2011%20v1.pdf, 
access 29.8.2016 

Congressional Research Service/Katzman, Kenneth (12.1.2015): Afghanistan: Politics, Elections, and 
Government Performance, http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RS21922.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

Encyclopaedia Britannica (n.a.): Brahui, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Brahui, access 29.8.2016 

Encyclopaedia Iranica (15.12.1989): Brahui,  http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/brahui, access 29.8.2016 

Hindustan Times (3.6.2007): Who are the Gujjars?, 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india/who-are-the-gujjars/story-cHGOp2jkDxjWspEpXZuBAM.html, access 
29.8.2016 

Institute for the Study of War (last mentioned date: 2009): Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
http://www.understandingwar.org/pakistan-and-afghanistan, access 16.8.2016 

Institute for the Study of War (last mentioned date: 2009): Tajikistan and Afghanistan, 
http://www.understandingwar.org/tajikistan-and-afghanistan, access 16.8.2016 

Library of Congress/Peter R. Blood (ed.) (2001): Afghanistan: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library 
of Congress, access online: http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/45.htm, access 29.8.2016 
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Library of Congress/Peter R. Blood (ed.) (2001): Afghanistan: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library 
of Congress, access online: http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/50.htm, access 29.8.2016 

Minahan, James B. (30.8.2012): Ethnic Groups of South Asia and the Pacific: An Encyclopedia, ABC-CLIO, 
access online: https://books.google.at/books?id=fOQkpcVcd9AC&pg=PT73&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false, 
access 29.8.2016 

Minority Rights Group International (n.a.): Afghanistan, http://minorityrights.org/country/afghanistan/, access 
29.8.2016 

National Geographic (16.1.2012): Helping the Hazara of Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
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Norwegian Afghanistan Committee (n.a.): Ethnic groups, 
http://www.afghanistan.no/English/Afghanistan/Ethnic_groups/index.html, access 29.8.2016 

Owens, Jonathan (2000): Arabic as Minority Language, Walter de Gruyter, access online: https://books.google.at/
books?
id=Ih6b9iupT6oC&pg=PA181&lpg=PA181&dq=arabs+in+afghanistan+minority&source=bl&ots=4CIYlo2idB&sig=
nIV7ildb4_2t277Uu7-wXt4FdnM&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=arabs%20in%20afghanistan
%20minority&f=false, access 29.8.2016 

Scinexx – Das Wissensmagazin (25.7.2008): Paschtunen, Tadschiken, Nuristani, http://www.scinexx.de/dossier-
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United States Department of State (14.10.2015): 2014 Report on International Religious Freedom - Afghanistan, 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/562105e015.html, access 29.8.2016

Afghanistan – Ethnic and linguistic groups

Comments

According to  CIA-factbook,  the total  population of  Afghanistan is 32,564,342 (2015 estimates).  CIA-factbook
states, that there is no current statistical data on ethnicity in Afghanistan available and ethnicity data from small
samples of respondents to opinion polls are not a reliable alternative. The last census was done in the 1970s.
CIA-factbook enlists the following ethnic groups: Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek, Baloch, Turkmens, Nuristani,
Pamiri, Arab, Gujar, Brahui, Qizilbash, Aimaq, Pashai and Kyrgyz. Except for Kyrgyz, the Afghan constitution of
2004 recognizes all  the mentioned ethnic  groups.  Not  all  of  them are depicted on  this  map.  Brahui,  Gujar,
Qizilbash, Arabs and Kyrgyz are not shown on this map, either because their number is too small or because they
mainly live in urban areas that are not included in this map. 

According to GIZ – Länderinformationsportal, Pashtuns amount to 40 percent, Tajiks to 30 percent, Hazara to 10
percent and Uzbek to 9 percent. The Institute for the Study of War reports that 3 percent of the population are
Turkmens. Minority Rights Group International says that Baloch make up to 2 percent of the Afghan population.
Especially the Northern part of Afghanistan is extremely diverse regarding ethnicity and can only be shown in a
simplified way. In the Northern provinces of Afghanistan settle Uzbeks, Tajiks, Pashtuns, Hazara, Turkmens and
others.  
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In some sources Tajiks, Pamiri and Farsiwan are depicted/referred to as individual groups, whereas for a better
overview they are depicted as Tajiks on this  map. Recent  scientific  literature separates Pamiris from Tajiks
because the language they speak is only distantly related to Tajik Persian. The term “Farsiwan” refers to the
inhabitants of Northwestern Afghanistan (especially around the city of Herat), who speak Persian. The majority of
maps show them as Tajiks,  although their  life situation is  very  different  from the one of  Tajiks  living in  the
mountains. 

The term “Aimaq” is an umbrella term for various Sunni tribes, e.g. Firuzkuhi, Jamshidi, Taimani, Timuri, Zuri, etc.
In many sources Sunni Hazara living around the city of Herat are referred to as Aimaq. They are depicted as
Hazara, because Shia Hazara in Central Afghanistan are also shown individually. Hazara speak Hazaragi, which
in some sources is described as being an own language, in other sources it is called a dialect of Persian. 

The two official languages of Afghanistan are Afghan Persian (Dari) and Pashto. According to CIA – factbook,
Dari functions as the lingua franca. Furthermore, the Turkic languages Uzbek and Turkmen and Balochi, Pashai,
Nuristani and Pamiri are the third official languages in areas where the majority speaks them. CIA – factbook
presents some numbers regarding the use of  languages in Afghanistan: 50 percent of the population speak
Afghan Persian, 35 percent speak Pashto, 11 percent speak Turkic languages like Uzbek and Turkmen and 4
percent of the population speak a language like Balochi or Pashai. 

Pashtuns  

Maps:

Arte (2.2013): Die wichtigsten Volksgruppen, map: http://ddc.arte.tv/unsere-karten/afghanistan-der-unmoegliche-
uebergang, access 29.8.2016

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2006-2015): Ethnic groups of the Middle East (traditional 
western view), map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Ethnic_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2002-2016): Ethnic Groups of Afghanistan (summary), 
map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Afghanistan_Ethnic_summary_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 

National Geographic (2003): Afghanistan, map: 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0311/feature2/images/mp_download.2.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

Stratfor (2013): Ethnicities of Afghanistan and Pakistan, map: https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/central-asia-and-
afghanistan-tumultuous-history, access 29.8.2016 

Universität Tübingen (1990): Vorderer Orient. Ethnische Gruppen – die emische Perspektive. Tübinger Atlas des 
Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag

Universität Tübingen (1990): Afghanistan. Ethnische Gruppen. Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients (TAVO). 
Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag 

University of Texas Libraries/Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (1997): Ethnolinguistic Groups in 
Afghanistan, map: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/afghanistan_ethnoling_97.jpg, access 
29.8.2016

Textual sources:

GIZ -  Länderinformationsportal (8.2016): Afghanistan. Gesellschaft, 
https://www.liportal.de/afghanistan/gesellschaft/, access 29.8.2016 

Library of Congress/Peter R. Blood (ed.) (2001): Afghanistan: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library 
of Congress, access online: http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/38.htm, access 29.8.2016 
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Tajiks 
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uebergang, access 29.8.2016

Bundeszentrale für Politische Bildung (5.12.2012): Verteilung der verschiedenen Volksgruppen in Afghanistan, 
Copyright REGIERUNGonline, map: http://www.bpb.de/internationales/asien/afghanistan-das-zweite-gesicht/
150915/die-rolle-der-staemme?p=all, access 29.8.2016 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (2009): Ethnicities and Taliban Presence in Afghanistan, map: 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/afghanistan_ethnicities_and_taliban_presence_map_15D
ec2009.jpg, access 29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2006-2015): Ethnic groups of the Middle East (traditional 
western view), map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Ethnic_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2002-2016): Ethnic Groups of Afghanistan (summary), 
map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Afghanistan_Ethnic_summary_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 

Le monde diplomatique (2007): Afghanistan. Ein fragmentiertes Land, map: 
http://www.monde-diplomatique.de/karten/view.php?id=220, access 29.8.2016 

National Geographic (2003): Afghanistan, map: 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0311/feature2/images/mp_download.2.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

Stratfor (2013): Ethnicities of Afghanistan and Pakistan, map: https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/central-asia-and-
afghanistan-tumultuous-history, access 29.8.2016 
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Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag

Universität Tübingen (1990): Afghanistan. Ethnische Gruppen. Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients (TAVO). 
Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag 

University of Texas Libraries/Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (1997): Ethnolinguistic Groups in 
Afghanistan, map: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/afghanistan_ethnoling_97.jpg, access 
29.8.2016

Textual sources:

Academy of sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan/Ilolov, M.; Ilolova, P.; Yusufbekov, Sh.P. (2015): Pamiri 
Languages and Problems of Written Language, Excerpt from Proceedings of the 1st Conference on Central Asian 
Languages and Linguistics (ConCALL), Vol. 1, http://www.iub.edu/~celcar/ConCALL2014/proceedings/Ilolov.pdf, 
access 29.8.2016 

Encyclopaedia Britannica (n.a.): Pamirs, https://www.britannica.com/place/Pamirs#ref495368, access 29.8.2016 

GIZ -  Länderinformationsportal (8.2016): Afghanistan. Gesellschaft, 
https://www.liportal.de/afghanistan/gesellschaft/, access 29.8.2016 

Institute for the Study of War (last mentioned date: 2009): Tajikistan and Afghanistan, 
http://www.understandingwar.org/tajikistan-and-afghanistan, access 29.8.2016

Library of Congress/Peter R. Blood (ed.) (2001): Afghanistan: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library 
of Congress, access online: http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/39.htm, access 29.8.2016 
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Baloch

Maps:

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (2009): Ethnicities and Taliban Presence in Afghanistan, map: 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/afghanistan_ethnicities_and_taliban_presence_map_15D
ec2009.jpg, access 29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2004-2015): Distribution of the Baluch/Baloch in South 
West Asia, map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Baluch_Ethnic_Distribution_lg.png, access 29.8.2016

National Geographic (2003): Afghanistan, map: 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0311/feature2/images/mp_download.2.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

Stratfor (2013): Ethnicities of Afghanistan and Pakistan, map: https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/central-asia-and-
afghanistan-tumultuous-history, access 29.8.2016 

Universität Tübingen (1990): Vorderer Orient. Ethnische Gruppen – die emische Perspektive. Tübinger Atlas des 
Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag

University of Texas Libraries/Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection (1997): Ethnolinguistic Groups in 
Afghanistan, map: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/afghanistan_ethnoling_97.jpg, access 
29.8.2016

Universität Tübingen (1990): Afghanistan. Ethnische Gruppen. Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients (TAVO). 
Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag 

Textual sources:

The Diplomat (26.9.2014): Afghanistans’s Re-Emerging Baloch, http://thediplomat.com/2014/09/afghanistans-
reemerging-baloch/, access 29.8.2016 

Encyclopaedia Iranica (15.7.2010): Baluchistan. Geography, History and Ethnography, 
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/baluchistan-i, access 29.8.2016 

Joshua Project (2016): Baloch, Western in Afghanistan, https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/15356/AF, 
access 29.8.2016 

Library of Congress/Peter R. Blood (ed.) (2001): Afghanistan: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library 
of Congress, access online: http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/48.htm, access 29.8.2016 

Minority Rights Group International (n.a.) Afghanistan – Baluchis, http://minorityrights.org/minorities/baluchis/, 
access 29.8.2016 

Pashai

Maps:

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (2009): Ethnicities and Taliban Presence in Afghanistan, map: 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/afghanistan_ethnicities_and_taliban_presence_map_15D
ec2009.jpg, access 29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2002-2016): Languages of Afghanistan (summary), map: 
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Afghanistan_Languages_summary_lg.png , access 29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2002-2016): Ethnic Groups of Afghanistan (summary), 
map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Afghanistan_Ethnic_summary_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 
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Universität Tübingen (1990): Vorderer Orient. Ethnische Gruppen – die emische Perspektive. Tübinger Atlas des 
Vorderen Orients (TAVO). Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag

Textual sources:

Afghanistan Analysts Network (6.4.2015): Fire in the Pashai Hills: A two-district case study from Kapisa, 
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/fire-in-the-pashai-hills-a-two-district-case-study-from-kapisa/, access 
29.8.2016 

Naval Postgraduate School, Program for Culture and Conflict Studies (n.a.): Ethnic Identities and Genealogies, 
http://my.nps.edu/web/ccs/ethnic-genealogies, access 29.8.2016 

Other maps

BBC (n.a.): Approximate Ethnic Groups, map: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/war_on_terror/key_maps/ethnic_groups.stm, access 
29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2011-2015): Primary Languages of Islamic World, map: 
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Languages_Islam_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 

Le monde diplomatique (1.2000): A tangle of nations and conflicts, map: 
http://mondediplo.com/maps/centralasiamdv1997, access 29.8.2016 

Library of Congress (2.1980): Ethnic Groups in Afghanistan, https://www.loc.gov/resource/g7631e.ct001105/, 
access 29.8.2016 

Afghanistan – Religious and sectarian groups

Comments

According to CIA – factbook, 99.7 percent of the Afghan population are Muslims. 84.7 to 89.7 percent are Sunni
Muslims, whereas 10 to 15 percent belong to the Shia branch of Islam. Only 0.3 percent are non-Muslims. There
are practically no Jews in Afghanistan. Sikh and Hindu minorities mainly live in bigger cities like Kandahar and
Kabul. In general, Hazara living in Central Afghanistan and some Tajiks (not all) are Shia; almost all of them
belong to Twelver Shia. Additionally, there are some Ismaili Hazara and some Ismaili Tajiks (Pamiris or Mountain-
Tajiks). The Qizilbash are also Shiites. 

In  Afghanistan  Shiites  can  only  be  depicted  in  a  simplified  manner.  In  each  of  the  bigger  cities  there  are
significant Shiite neighborhoods, e.g. Chindawul, Muradkhani, Kart-e Seh, Kart-e Sakhi and Dehmazang in Kabul,
parts of  Aliabad, parts of  Herat (especially the township Jabraeel),  parts of  Mazar-i  Sharif  (especially Kart-e
Bokhdi), parts of Kandahar city and in Farah. 

Maps (all religious and sectarian groups)

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2002-2014): Religious Composition of Afghanistan 
(summary), map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Afghanistan_Religion_summary_lg.png, access 
29.8.2016 

Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2014-2016): Islam: Branches and Denominations, map: 
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Islam_Branches_Denom_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 
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Columbia University/Gulf 2000 Project/Michael Izady (2006-2016): Religious Composition of the Middle East, 
map: http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Mid_East_Religion_lg.png, access 29.8.2016 

Textual sources (all religious and sectarian groups)

ACCORD - Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation (28.8.2013): 
Anfragebeantwortung zu Afghanistan: Situation von Ismailiten [a-8500-1], 
http://www.ecoi.net/local_link/257562/382829_de.html, access 29.8.2016 

Australia, Refugee Review Tribunal (9.9.2005): RRT Research Response AFG17479, 
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4b6fe1170.pdf, access 29.8.2016 

GIZ -  Länderinformationsportal (8.2016): Afghanistan. Gesellschaft, 
https://www.liportal.de/afghanistan/gesellschaft/, access 29.8.2016 

Global Security (n.a.): Ismailis, http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/afghanistan/ismaili.htm, access 
29.8.2016 

The Heritage Society (ismaili.net): Ismailis in Afghanistan, http://ismaili.net/Source/mumtaz/behsud/ismailis.html, 
access 29.8.2016 

Afghanistan – Security Situation

Comments

As a rule,  security-related incidents do not include criminal  incidents,  but  incidents which GlobalIncidentMap
ascribes  to  or  associates  with  insurgents,  including  bomb  attacks  (successful  or  attempted),  targeted
assassinations or assassination attempts, abductions, arson attacks, attacks with firearms, gunfights. Activities
performed by state actors are subsumed under the category “arrests, captures, kills”.

Relying  on  internet-based  global  news  media  reports,  Globalincidentmap  collects  security-related  incidents
connected to terrorism worldwide and provides a georeferenced display of such incidents, broken down by types,
on an online map. Any such incident listed always comes with a citation. The original classification by incident
type was retained, except for the two categories “Other suspicious activity” and “General terrorism news”, which
the Austrian COI-Department clustered into the broader category “other, undefined”, as they did not fit into any of
the more specific categories.

Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) is a disaggregated conflict collection, analysis and crisis
mapping project.  ACLED collects the dates,  actors, types of  violence, locations,  and fatalities of all  reported
political violence and protest events across Africa, South Asia, South East Asia and the Middle East. Political
violence and protest includes events that occur within civil  wars and periods of instability, public protest  and
regime breakdown. ACLED primarily relies on publicly available news reports and cites at least one source for
each event covered. ACLED receives financial support from the U.S. Department of State and the European
Research Council.

The Global  Terrorism Database (GTD) is an open-source database including information on terrorist  events
around the world from 1970 through 2016 (with additional  annual updates planned for the future).  The GTD
includes date and location of the incident, the weapons used and nature of the target, the number of casualties,
and--when identifiable--the group or individual responsible on more than 170,000 transnational and international
terrorist  incidents  that  have  occurred  during  this  time period.  Statistical  information  contained in  the  Global
Terrorism Database is based on reports from a variety of open media sources and information is not added to the
GTD unless and until  the sources are  determined credible.  If  new documentation  about  an event  becomes
available, an entry may be modified, as necessary and appropriate. The GTD is made available by the National
Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) and the University of Maryland.
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The Country  of  Origin Information Department  qualifies incidents listed in this database as security-relevant.
Double entries were removed manually.

Location of incidents: The information provided includes the coordinates (lat, long) of the village or the nearest
town or city, not the actual location of the incident.

Sources

ACLED - Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (n.d.): ACLED Data, http://www.acleddata.com/data/, 
access 13.2.2018

Anonymous  source  -  international  organisation  operating  numerous  field  offices  in  Afghanistan  (2.12.2017):
Spreadsheet with all incidents from 2013 to 27.11.2017

GlobalIncidentMap (n.d.): GlobalIncidentMap displaying Terrorist Acts, Suspicious Activity, and General Terrorism
News, http://www.globalincidentmap.com, access 26.1.2018

START, University of Maryland (n.d.): Global Terrorism Database, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/, access 
15.11.2017

Afghanistan – Various Topics

Comments

The  classification  of  civil  airports  featuring  scheduled  services  was  based  on  two  Afghan  airlines  and  on
Flightradar24.com: Are scheduled passenger flights running from airports inside or outside Afghanistan and/or
can such flights be booked online?

The borders of Afghanistan (aggregate of province borders with neighbouring countries) as cited from the above-
mentioned source feature slight differences in some areas, as geolocation data accuracy varies.

With respect to these documents, humanitarian aid organisations were asked whether or not they were active in
certain districts of Afghanistan in the period October to December 2016 or 2017, and if they were not, whether
they had operational capacities in these districts. The data stating the count of active humanitarian organisations
by districts and a breakdown of organisations (name, type) by district are listed in the form of Excel spreadsheets.

Roads, airports, railway lines, cities, Admin Boundaries:

AIMS – Afghanistan Information Management System (n.d): AIMS Political Divisions Map (398 Districts), 
https://esoc.princeton.edu/subfiles/aims-political-divisions-map, access on 21.11.2017

Ariana Afghan Airlines (n.d.): Our Destinations, https://www.flyariana.com/#Destinations, access 8.3.2018

Flightradar24.com (n.d.): Flight Tracker, https://www.flightradar24.com/34.01,67.19/7, access 8.3.2018

GADM Database of Global Administrative Areas (n.d): Global Administrative Areas version 2.8, 
http://gadm.org/version2, access 30.1.2018

Geofabrik  (26.1.2018):  OpenStreetMap  Data  Afghanistan,  https://download.geofabrik.de/asia/afghanistan.html,
access 29.1.2018

Kam Air (n.d.): Actual Flight List, https://book-kamair.crane.aero/web/ActualFlightList.xhtml, access 8.3.2018

OurAirports.com (n.d.): Airports near Afghanistan, http://ourairports.com/search?q=Afghanistan, access 8.3.2018

Topography:

Regional Overview: Natural Earth

Topography: Collins World Explorer Premium, Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM)
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Physiography: Collins World Explorer Premium, NASA Blue Marble NG

Ethnic Groups, Religious Groups, Oil&Gas Fields: Collins World Explorer Premium, Natural Earth, Shuttle Radar 
Topography Mission (SRTM)

Satellite imagery contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data [2017] for Sentinel data (Sentinel 2). Shooting 
dates: 

Herat 08.04.2017

Jalalabad 09.04.2017

Kabul 01.06.2017

Kandahar 15.04.2017

Mazar-e Sharif 25.05.2017

NGOs:

UNOCHA - UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (6.2.2018), Afghanistan - Who does What 
Where (October to December 2017), https://data.humdata.org/search?groups=afg&q=&ext_page_size=25, 
access 8.2.2018

UNOCHA - UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (26.6.2017), Afghanistan - Who does What 
Where (October to December 2016), https://data.humdata.org/search?groups=afg&q=&ext_page_size=25, 
access 8.2.2018 

Pakistan

General sources

AA - Auswärtiges Amt (8.4.2014): Bericht über die asyl- und abschiebungsrelevante Lage in der Islamischen 
Republik Pakistan

Aljazeera (7.8.2015): Pakistan’s Ahmadiyya: An 'absence of justice', 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/08/pakistan-ahmadiyya-an-absence-justice-
20148616414279536.html, access 30.8.2016 

Auswärtiges Amt (5.2016): Pakistan, http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Aussenpolitik/Laender/Laenderinfos/01-
Nodes_Uebersichtsseiten/Pakistan_node.html, access 30.8.2016 

Auswärtiges Amt (5.2016): Pakistan. Kultur und Bildung, 
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/sid_293BB5044A37DA0B6EBCFA25DF3D6373/DE/Aussenpolitik/Laender/
Laenderinfos/Pakistan/Kultur-Bildung_node.html, access 30.8.2016 

Auswärtiges Amt (5.2016): Pakistan. Staatsaufbau und Innenpolitik, 
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Aussenpolitik/Laender/Laenderinfos/Pakistan/Innenpolitik_node.html, access
30.8.2016 

Bundesamt für Fremdenwesen und Asyl - Staatendokumentation (13.11.2015): Länderinformationsblatt Pakistan 

Bundesamt für Fremdenwesen und Asyl –  Staatendokumentation (10.2014): Pakistan – Challenges & 
Perspectives
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Bundesamt für Fremdenwesen und Asyl – Staatendokumentation (1.2016): Fact-Finding Mission Report 
Pakistan, September 2015, Revised Edition 

Bundesamt für Migration und Flüchtlinge Deutschland (8.2011): Informationszentrum Asyl und Migration: Lage 
der Religionsgemeinschaften in ausgewählten islamischen Ländern

Bundesasylamt (6.2013): Bericht zur Fact Finding Mission Pakistan vom 8-16.3.2013 mit den Schwerpunkten 
Sicherheitslage, Religiöse Minderheiten Landrechte Medizinische und soziale Versorgung, Afghanische 
Flüchtlinge

Bundeszentrale für Politische Bildung (1.11.2015): Dossier Innerstaatliche Konflikte - Pakistan, 
http://www.bpb.de/internationales/weltweit/innerstaatliche-konflikte/54682/pakistan, access 30.8.2016 

BBC News (12.9.2015): Uncommon tongue: Pakistan’s confusing move to Urdu, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-34215293, access 30.8.2016 

BBC News (1.3.2016): Kashmir profile – Timeline, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-16069078, access 
30.8.2016 

BBC News (28.3.2016): Who are Pakistan’s Christians?, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35910331, access 
30.8.2016 

Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung (last mentioned date: 2012): Pakistan. Das Land in Fakten, 
http://www.bpb.de/nachschlagen/lexika/fischer-weltalmanach/65764/pakistan?p=all, access 30.8.2016 

Bundeszentrale für Politische Bildung (20.11.2015): Dossier Innerstaatliche Konflikte – Kaschmir, 
http://www.bpb.de/internationales/weltweit/innerstaatliche-konflikte/54616/kaschmir, access 30.8.2016 

CIA-factbook (16.8.2016): South Asia: Pakistan, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/
pk.html, access 30.8.2016 

Council on Foreign Relations (12.3.2009): Pakistan’s Fragile Foundations, http://www.cfr.org/pakistan/pakistans-
fragile-foundations/p18749, access 30.8.2016 

Dawn (11.1.2013): Shia leaders question Army chief over Quetta carnage, http://dawn.com/2013/01/11/shia-
leaders-question-army-chief-over-quetta-carnage  /  , access 30.8.2016 

Dawn (8.9.2015): Supreme Court orders govt to adopt Urdu as official language, 
http://www.dawn.com/news/1205686, access 30.8.2016 

The Diplomat (4.7.2013): The Plight of the Hazaras in Pakistan, http://thediplomat.com/2013/07/the-plight-of-the-
hazaras-in-pakistan/ , access 30.8.2016 

EASO – European Asylum Support Office (8.2015): EASO Herkunftsländerinformationen (COI). Pakistan 
Länderüberblick, https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/BZ0415498DEN1.pdf, access 30.8.2016

Encyclopaedia Iranica (15.12.1989): Brahui, http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/brahui, access 30.8.2016 

GIZ -  Länderinformationsportal (3.2015): Pakistan. Gesellschaft, https://www.liportal.de/pakistan/gesellschaft/ , 
access 30.8.2016 

GIZ -  Länderinformationsportal (6.2015): Pakistan, https://www.liportal.de/pakistan/ueberblick/,access 30.8.2016 

IRB - Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (5.7.2012): Pakistan: Situation and treatment of Muhajirs, 
particularily in Lahore, Islamabad and Faisalabad; situation and treatment of members of the Pakistan People's 
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Comments

According to CIA – factbook, the total population of Pakistan is 199,085,847 (2015 estimates). CIA – factbook
reports that Punjabis amount to 44.68 percent of the total population, Pashtuns/Pathans to 15.42 percent, Sindhis
to 14.1 percent, Saraiki to 8.38 percent, Mohajir to 7.57 percent and Baloch to 3.57 percent. The remaining 6.28
percent of the population are made up by other ethnic groups. The term “Pathans” refers to the Pashtun ethnic
group; it comes from Hindi language and was adopted by the British. 
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There is an ongoing territorial dispute between India and Pakistan regarding the region of Kashmir since both
countries  claim Kashmir.  There is  a  ceasefire  line that  divides Kashmir  into  two parts;  one is  controlled by
Pakistan, the other one by India. The territories of Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir are under Pakistani control
and are therefore shown on this map. India claims both territories; at the same time Pakistan claims the territories
kept under Indian control. 

Not all ethnic minorities are shown on the map, either because they are too small or because they mainly live in
urban areas, e.g. Mohajir, Hazara, Brahui and Kihals. Furthermore, more than one million of Afghan refugees live
in Pakistan. 

Mohajir  are Muslims who emigrated from India to Pakistan after the partition of  India in 1947. They are an
important minority group (about 7 percent of the total population), but since they have no contiguous settlement
area they cannot be shown on this map. Mohajir live mainly in urban areas; in the metropolis of Karachi they are
a significant population group. Saraikis are not depicted as an individual ethnic group, because in most sources
they are shown as Punjabis. The status of Saraiki language is disputed. Some sources call it an own language,
but most of them state that it is a dialect of Punjabi. Saraiki is spoken in Bhakkar, D.I. Khan, Muzaffar Garh,
Rajan Pur and other regions. It has to be mentioned that the dispute on the status of Saraiki language does not
only have to do with linguistic factors, but with cultural, historical and political ones. There are also some other
cases in which the status of Punjabi dialects is disputed, e.g. Hindko speakers living in the Hazara division in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Potowhari speakers. 

The Northern part of Pakistan is extremely diverse regarding ethnicity and can only be shown in a simplified way.
Therefore, all ethnic minorities, including Shina, Balti, Kalasha, Wakhi, Burusho/Hunza, Kho/Chitralis and others,
are subsumed under one group.

Additional attention should be paid to Pakistan’s population density, which varies considerably from region to
region. For example, Baluchistan accounts for approximately 40 percent of Pakistan’s territory, but has only 5
percent of the population. More than half of the population lives in the province of Punjab. 

The official languages of Pakistan are Urdu and English, although the majority of the population does not speak
these languages as their mother tongue. In 2015, the Supreme Court ordered the government to adopt only Urdu
as official language. According to CIA-factbook, the main languages being spoken in Pakistan are the following:
48 percent Punjabi, 12 percent Sindhi, 10 percent Saraiki (Punjabi variant), 8 percent Pashto, 8 percent Urdu, 3
percent Balochi, 2 percent Hindko and one percent Brahui. English is used as a lingua franca. The remaining 8
percent refer to other languages. 
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Baloch amount to 2 percent respectively. Originally, the term Qashqai refers to various clans of different ethnic
origins, but almost all of them are of Turkic origin and speak a Turkic dialect. In some sources Kugiluyeh and
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Iran – Religious and sectarian groups

Comments

Twelver  Shiism is  the  official  religion  in  Iran.  There  are  only  three  officially  recognized  religious  minorities:
Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians. All the other religious minorities are not officially recognized. According to
USDOS (Report on Religious Freedom 2015), Muslims constitute 99 percent of the Iranian population. 90 to 95
percent are Shia Muslims and 5 to 10 percent Sunni Muslims (especially Turkmens, Baloch, some Arabs and
most of the Kurds). Furthermore, there are Iranians who practice Sufism, but there are no official statistics on
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their number. Several thousand of Iranians belong to the Ismaili sect of Shia Islam, especially in the Northeast.
The remaining one percent of the population are Bahais, Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians and Yarsan (all numbers
from USDOS). According to USDOS, the number of Yarsan in Iran is up to one million. Other sources state that
Yarsan amount to up to 2- 4 million. In other countries, Yarsan are also known as Ahl-e Haqq or Kaka’i. 

Bahais,  Jews  and  Zoroastrians  are  not  shown  on  the  map  because  they  mainly  live  in  urban  areas  (e.g.
Zoroastrians around Yazd). According to USDOS (Report on Religious Freedom 2015), the majority of Christians
are ethnic Armenians and live in Teheran and Isfahan. Smaller Christian communities live in the Northwest of
Iran. Christians living in urban areas cannot be depicted on the map, whereas Christians living in Northwestern
Iran are  depicted.  There is  a  difference between “ethnic”  Christians  like Armenians and Assyrians  (officially
recognized) and converts (not officially recognized). Sources suggest that there are very few, if any, Yezidis in
Iran.
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