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Pakistan – Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation 
Centre of Ireland on 26 February 2018 
 
Up to date information of the difficulty for people living together without 
marrying and also marrying without consent particularly in the Pushtun 
culture. 
 
A travel advice document for Pakistan published by the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office states: 
 

“Cohabitation by an unmarried couple is illegal.” (UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (6 February 2018) Foreign Travel Advice – Pakistan: 
Local laws and customs) 

 

The 2018 Human Rights Watch report for Pakistan, in a section headed 
“Women’s and Children’s Rights”, states: 
 

“Violence against women and girls—including rape, ‘honor’ killings, acid 
attacks, domestic violence, and forced marriage—remained a serious 
problem. Pakistani activists estimate that there are about a 1,000 ‘honor’ 
killings every year. 
 
In June, a tribal council (jirga) in Khyber agency ordered the ‘honor’ killing of 
Naghma, a 13-year-old girl, for ‘running away with men.’ Parliament had 
passed in February a controversial bill giving legal cover to tribal and village 
councils. 
 
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa draft domestic violence bill received wide public 
criticism for exempting parents and spouses when they use ‘corrective 
measures’ against female family members, raising the concern that it will 
legitimize some forms of domestic violence. At least 180 cases of domestic 
violence were reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in 2017, including 94 
women murdered by close family members.” (Human Rights Watch (18 
January 2018) World Report 2018: Pakistan) 

 

A report published by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, in a section 
titled “Honour crimes and acid attacks”, states: 
 

“Hundreds of women and girls were murdered in 2016 by family members on 
the pretext of defending the family honor. 
 
In several of the reported cases the victims had been set on fire. On April 28, 
a 15-member Jirga in Abbottabad ordered the killing of a 16year-old girl by 
burning her to death for helping her friend escape the village to marry of her 
free will. The girl was taken from her home to an uninhibited house where she 
was drugged, killed, and placed in the backseat of a parked van, which was 
set on fire. Two similar cases were also reported in June where the victims 
were burnt to death in the name of honour. First, a 19-year-old schoolteacher 
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was killed after being tortured and set alight by the school principal as a 
punishment for refusing a marriage proposal from his son. 
 
She had been forced to leave her job because of constant harassment by her 
boss for refusing to marry his son who was twice her age. She had named the 
school principal and four others to be responsible for death in a statement she 
gave two days before succumbing to her injuries. A week later, a 17-year-old 
girl from Lahore was set ablaze by her mother for bringing shame to the 
family by eloping and contracting a love-marriage with a man whose ethnicity 
was not acceptable to the girl's mother. The mother confessed to the murder 
and was taken into police custody. Another case that gained prominence in 
2016 was the murder of Qandeel Baloch, a 26-year-old social media activist. 
On July 17, Qandeel was strangled by her own brother who claimed that she 
had brought shame to him and his family, and who later also confessed to the 
murder. Civil society came out in large numbers to protest the murder of the 
social media star, who shot to fame in 2014, demanding that honor killings be 
considered crimes against the state. Her case was the first time where the 
authorities registered Qandeel's murder as a crime against the state, and 
refused her family the legal right to grant their son clemency as per the 
longstanding Qisas and Diyat laws in Pakistan.” (Human Rights Commission 
of Pakistan (10 May 2017) State of Human Rights in 2016 [Chapter V Rights 
of the disadvantaged - Women]) 

 

A report from Gandhara, a regional affiliate of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, states: 
 

“Campaigners in Pakistan’s northwestern province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
have seen an uptick in the number of so-called honor killings. ‘There is a 
surge in the number of women killed in the name of honor in the current year,’ 
says Erfaan Hussain Babak, head of The Awakening, a nongovernmental 
organization based in Mingora, the largest commercial city in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s mountainous Swat Valley. His organization’s research noted 
that compared with the 34 women and three men murdered in honor killings 
in Swat Valley last year, at least 12 women have been killed there since the 
beginning of this year. He claimed that in some cases the women are killed 
but their murders are covered up as suicides. Radio Mashaal couldn’t 
independently verify his claims. Honor killings mostly involve close relatives 
killing a family member in the name of protecting honor. Women make up a 
majority of the victims, who are mostly killed after accusations of sexual 
misconduct.” (Gandhara (16 February 2017) Activists See A Surge In ‘Honor’ 
Killings In Pakistani Province) 

 

A report from Human Rights Watch states: 
 

“On September 20, a man in Peshawar killed his two daughters because he 
thought they had boyfriends, and felt ‘ashamed’ – the latest in a series of 
recent horrific acts of violence perpetrated in the name of ‘honor.’ 
 
In a patriarchal culture like Pakistan’s, where domestic violence is rampant, it 
is not unusual for men to murder female relatives to punish behavior they 
deem unacceptable. In most reported cases, the harshest punishments on 
grounds of ‘honor’ come from male-dominated jirgas, tribal and village 
councils. 
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There are no credible official figures on 'honor' killings because they often go 
unreported or are passed off as suicide or natural deaths by family members. 
But as an indication, in the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province 94 women have 
been murdered by close family members in 2017.” (Human Rights Watch (25 
September 2017) ‘Honor’ Killings Continue in Pakistan Despite New Law) 

 

The 2016 US Department of State country report for Pakistan, in a section 
headed “Denial of Fair Public Trial”, states: 
 

“Informal justice systems lacking institutionalized legal protections continued, 
especially in rural areas, and often resulted in human rights abuses. 
Landlords and other community leaders in Sindh and Punjab, and tribal 
leaders in Pashtun and Baloch areas, at times held local council meetings 
(‘panchayats’ or ‘jirgas’), external to the established legal system. Such 
councils settled feuds and imposed tribal penalties, including fines, 
imprisonment, and sometimes the death penalty. These councils often 
sentenced women to violent punishment or death for so-called honor-related 
crimes.” (US Department of State (3 March 2017) 2016 Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices – Pakistan, p.16) 

 

A report from the Associated Press International states: 
 

“Zeenat's crime was marrying a childhood friend she loved, defying her 
widowed mother's pressure for an arranged marriage and, in the mind of her 
mother and many of her neighbors, tarnishing her family's honor. 
 
Her macabre death on June 8 in the eastern city of Lahore was the latest in a 
series of increasingly gruesome ‘honor killings’ in Pakistan, a country with one 
of the highest rates of such killings in the world. 
 
In one case, a mother slit the throat of her pregnant daughter who had 
married a man she loved. In yet another a jilted suitor doused a teenage girl 
with kerosene and set her on fire. 
 
In the city of Abbottabad, a teenage girl was tortured, injected with poison and 
then strapped to the seat of a vehicle, doused with gasoline and set on fire. 
Her crime was helping a friend elope. 
 
A jirga, or council of local elders, ordered her killing and dictated the manner 
of her death. The vehicle was parked in a public place, outside a bus stop as 
a message to others. 
 
The brutality and rapid succession of killings horrified many Pakistanis. The 
numbers of such killings have climbed in lockstep with their sometimes-public 
spectacle. Last year, three people a day were killed in ‘honor’ crimes in 
Pakistan: a total of 1,096 women and 88 men, according to the independent 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. In 2014, the number was 1,005 
women, including 82 children, up from 869 women killed a year earlier. The 
true numbers are believed to be higher, with many cases going unreported, 
activists say.” (Associated Press International (4 July 2016) In Pakistan, 
gruesome 'honor' killings bring a new backlash) 

 

Referring to the incident in Abbottabad a CNN Wire report states: 
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“More than a dozen people have been arrested in the brutal and barbaric 
killing, including the mother of the victim, according to police in Abbottabad, in 
Pakistan's northern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. They said the death was 
a so-called honor killing ordered by a tribal council. CNN does not use that 
description for these types of slayings. ‘The order came after Ambreen's 
neighbor, Saima, had eloped with her boyfriend on the 22nd of April,’ police 
Officer Khurram Rasheed said. The girl's killing was ordered by a 15-member 
tribal council, or jirga, which gathered to investigate the elopement, the officer 
said. Some of those council members then carried out the killing, he said. 
Police said some also happened to be family members of the girl who had 
eloped. Ambreen was kidnapped, strangled with ropes and tied to the back 
seat of a van and then the van was set on fire, police said. The girl's charred 
skeleton was found April 29.” (CNN Wire (6 May 2016) Pakistan girl's brutal 
death: 'It is not honor killing, it's just plain murder') 

 

A report from the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, in a paragraph headed 
“Killed for marrying for love”, states: 
 

“Barely three weeks after the law changed a Karachi couple were murdered 
to save a family's honour. The woman, named Irfana, had divorced her first 
husband and shamed him and his family by marrying another man — for love. 
The lovers' fate, like that of many victims of honour killings, was decided at a 
Jirga, a traditional men's council. Despite being illegal in Sindh province, and 
ignoring the newly strengthened laws, the Jirga met in a private Karachi 
house. The chieftain issued the verdict: Irfana and her new husband, Asmat 
Khan, must both be killed. ‘Irfana's brother tied her and Asmat with ropes, and 
her former husband Nizam strangled both of them to death and secretly 
buried the bodies in a local graveyard,’ says senior police officer Javed Akbar 
Riaz. Police arrested the six men who attended the Jirga, but the law makes 
no sense to them.” (Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) (12 January 
2017) Pakistan honour killings continue despite tough new laws) 

 

A report from Pakistani newspaper the News International states: 
 

“The Karachi police on Tuesday were hunting a tribal elder who ordered a 
teenage couple to be electrocuted by their families as punishment for eloping, 
in the country's latest gruesome 'honour' killing. The couple, members of the 
Pashtun ethnic group living in the southern city of Karachi, fell foul of their 
families after attempting to elope last month. But police said the man's family 
persuaded them to return home so they could be married. A tribal jirga 
(council) then ordered the couple's execution after the families had put their 
case to the influential group of elders. The couple were tied to a wooden bed 
and electrocuted by family members. Police said the girl was aged 15 or 16 
and the man was around 18 years old.” (The News International (13 
September 2017) Hunt on for tribal elder who pushed for teenage couple's 
electrocution) 

 

See also report on this incident from UK newspaper The Independent which 
states: 
 

“A teenage couple who planned to elope were electrocuted to death by their 
families on the orders of tribal elders in the Pakistani city of Karachi, police 
said. Bakht Jan, 15, and her boyfriend Rehman, 17, were killed last month in 
the port city after the Pashtun council of elders, known as ajirga, ruled they 
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had brought dishonour to the community. ‘The innocent souls were tied to a 
charpai (rope bed) and given electric shocks,’ said Aman Marwat, the police 
officer who arrested some of the family members. ‘The girl was killed and 
buried first, followed by the murder of the boy the next day.’” (The 
Independent (15 September 2017) Pakistan honour killing: Teenage lovers 
'were electrocuted', say Karachi police: 'The girl was killed and buried first, 
followed by the murder of the boy the next day') 

 

A report from Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty states: 
 

“Reports from Pakistan say the authorities have detained at least nine people 
over the killing of a couple who had contracted a marriage without permission 
from their elders. Police in the southern port city of Karachi said on November 
27 that the couple was killed by relatives last week on the orders of a tribal 
council, known as a tribal ‘jirga.’ They said the victims, identified as 24-year-
old Abdul Hadi and Hasina Bibi, 20, hailed from the northern Kohistan district 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, and married in Karachi about 1 1/2 months 
ago. Officer Qasim Hameed said Hadi's father and other relatives were 
arrested after the couple's bodies were found in a Karachi graveyard on 
November 26.” (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (27 November 2017) 
Newlyweds Killed In Pakistan For Contracting Freewill Marriage) 

 

See also Associated Press International report which states: 
 

“Pakistani police say they have arrested ten people for killing a newly-wed 
couple who entered into a free-will marriage in the southern port city of 
Karachi. Officer Qasim Hameed said Monday that Abdul Hadi, 24, and Hasina 
Bibi, 19, were killed by relatives last week for marrying without permission 
from their elders earlier this month. Qasim said Hadi's father and nine other 
relatives were arrested after the couple's bodies were found in a local 
graveyard on Sunday. He said Bibi's father has absconded. He added that 
the men confessed to murdering the couple with knives upon the orders of a 
‘Jirga,’ or tribal council, for dishonoring their Pashtun culture. Nearly 1,000 
Pakistani women are killed by close relatives each year in so-called honor 
killings.” (Associated Press International (27 November 2017) Pakistan: 
Relatives kill newlyweds for free-will marriage) 

 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Research and Information Unit within time 
constraints. This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to 
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in 
full all documents referred to. 
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