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Open letter to the Libyan state: support a mechanism to determine 

individual accountability for violations in Libya 
 

 

To the Honourable Representatives of the State of Libya, 

 

This week, Libya, in coordination with the African Group, will sponsor at the United Nations Human 

Rights Council (HRC) the annual Resolution on Technical Assistance and Capacity Building in Libya. 

Despite widespread recognition of human rights violations in the country, little has been done to 

address the commission of these crimes with the perpetrators remaining widely unpunished.  

 

We urge Libya to accept through the HRC an international investigative mechanism for Libya, to 

deter further horrific human rights violations of hundreds of thousands of Libyans as well as 

migrants and refugees and stop ongoing human rights abuses by armed groups and militias. Such 

mechanism would need the sufficient resources to be able to determine the facts and circumstances 

of violations and abuses across Libya and identify individual perpetrators and chain of command.   

 

Considering the challenges faced by the Government of National Accord (GNA), their consistent failure 

to hold perpetrators of human rights violations to account, and their responsability in serious 

violations ongoing in Libya, the mission of the OHCHR which looks solely at the judiciary in Libya,  is 

insufficient. It needs to be supported by an independent investigative mechanisms that would identify 

individual criminal responsibility of all parties involved.  

 

A year after the initial call from Libyan civil society for an independent monitoring mechanism at the 

time of the adoption of the 2017 resolution on Libya, the human rights situation has not improved 

and, in fact, has deteriorated.1 Armed groups, including those affiliated with the GNA and the Libyan 

National Army (LNA), are involved in the perpetration of gross human rights violations and abuses, 

including attacks against human rights activists, journalists, bloggers, and media professionals, 

indiscriminate killing of civilians and summary executions. Armed groups continue to run official and 

unofficial detention centres where thousands of people are arbitrarily detained in inhumane 

detention conditions, without charge or judicial review. Migrants and refugees are subjected to 

arbitrary detention, torture, forced labour and sexual exploitation in migrant detention centres. In 

2017, a report by Amnesty International shows that Sub-Saharan migrants are mistreated in detention 

centres or alternatively in places of captivity, and sold into forced labour.2 Although the Libyan state 

has committed to investigating these crimes, perpetrators have yet to be arrested.  

 

To end the state of impunity in Libya, accountability for grave and widespread violations and abuses 

of international law must be a priority. A mechanism with the capacity to identify perpetrators of 

international crimes would fill the gap in public reporting on ongoing violations and assist efforts to 

prevent further human rights abuses and violations. It is crucial that you lead the way in establishing 

                                                 
1 LFJL, “The UN Human Rights Council should establish the mandate of an Independent Expert on Libya”, 14 
February 2017, available at: http://www.libyanjustice.org/news/news/post/268-the-human-rights-council-
should-establish-the-mandate-of-an-independent-expert-on-libya- 
2 Amnesty International, Libya’s Dark Web of Collusion: Abuses Against Europe-Bound Refugees and Migrants 
(Index: MDE 19/7561/2017). 

http://www.libyanjustice.org/news/news/post/268-the-human-rights-council-should-establish-the-mandate-of-an-independent-expert-on-libya-


an independent mechanism with the capacity to investigate the crimes committed and determine 

individual criminal responsibility of perpetrators with the aim of putting an end to the pervasive 

climate of impunity in Libya. This would demonstrate your stated commitment to investigating serious 

crimes, some of which amount to war crimes, and to finally afford victims the justice they deserve. 

We therefore urge you to promote such a mechanism ahead of the adoption of your 2018 resolution 

by the HRC. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Signatory organisations: 

 

Al Rahma Organisation for Charitable and Humanitarian Action 

Amnesty International  

Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies 

Jurists Without Chains 

Lawyers for Justice in Libya 

Libyan Center for Freedom of Press 

Libyan Organisation for Persons with Disabilities 

Libyan Organisation for Tebu Culture 

Libyan Voluntary Group to monitor detention facilities and human rights violations 

Libyan Women’s Platform for Peace 

The Alternative Syndicate for Libyan Journalists 

The Biladi Foundation 

The Defender Center for Human Rights Defenders 

The Libyan Independent Organisation for Human Rights 

The Libyan Organization for Legal Aid  

The Women Defender Network 

Women are Coming Movement  

Youth for Tawergha 

 

 

 


