EuropearmAsylum Support Office

EASO
Country of Origin
Information Report

The Gambia
Country Focus

Yy éJlu" i

S OUR







e

European Asylum Support Offici

EASO

Country of Origl
Information Repor

The Gambia

Country Focus

December 2017



Europe Direct is a service to help you find answers to your
guestions about the European Union.

Freephone number (*):

0080067891011

(*) Certain mobile telephone operators do naffow access to 00800
numbers or these calls may be billed.

More information on theEuropean Union is available on the Internet (http://europa.eu).

ISBND78-92-0494815-1
doi: 10.2847/732387

© European Asylum Support Office 201
Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged, unless otherwise sta

For thirdparty materials reproduced in this publication, reference is made to the copyri
statements of the respective third parties.

Cover photoBanjul skyline, The Gambia © iStock/mtcurado

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held respdiesitile use which
may be made of the information contained herein.



EASCCOUNTRY @RIGIN INFORMATIOERRORT: THE GAMBIBOUNTRY FOCUST 3

Acknowledgments

EASO would like to acknowledge the State Secretariat for Migration (SEM), Division Analysis,
Switzerland, as the author of this report.

The following national asylum amdigration departments have reviewed the report:

Belgium,Cedoca Documentation and Research centfeffice of the Commissioner
General for Refugees and Stateless persons

Norway- Landinfo

The Netherlandsg Office for Country Information and Language Anajysimigration
and Naturalisation Service

David PerfectVisiting Professor at the University of Chedii#¢ researcheB y ¢ KS DI YO Al Q&
politics and history since the 198CGmd author of humerous publications dhe country-,
reviewed this report.


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David_Perfect

41 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIRORMATION REPORTE BAMBIA COUNTRY FOCUS

Table of Contents

ACKNOWIEAGEIMENTS. ... e es 3
Table Of CONLENIS. ... ..eiiiiiieii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 4
DISCIAIMEL. ...ttt e st e e e e 7
Glossary and ADDYERLIONS.............oooi i 8
i g oo [FTot i o] NPT PPPPPPPPPPP 10
Y/ TY {aToTo (0] (oo | Y/ SRR 10
1> o PR SSRPPPPPRR 12
1. Background infOrmatiQn.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e 13
1.1 Geography and ClIMAte..........ccccciiiiir e e e 13
1.2 =TT a1l 1] (] YR 14
1.3 Population, ethnic groups, languages..............cooooiiiiiciiiiniieiieeeee e, 16
1.3.1  ELNNIC GrOUPS . ..ceiiiiiiee ettt e ettt et e e e e e st e e e e s s e e e e e e eanas 16

I T I oo 0T To [ TP P PPTPRPPPPPPI 17
1.3.3  Official |anQUAGE ... 18
1.3.4  YOUNQ POPUIALION. ......uiiiiieeeiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e 18
1.3.5  SCROOI SYSIEIM.....eeiiiiiiiiiiii et e e 20
I T ST |V 1T | = Ui (o] P PP PP PP PPREPPPO 22

1.4 AdMINISTratiVe STIUCTUIE........oiiiiiiiiii e 25
1.4.1 Summary of regions, local government areas, distr)cts.(.....covvvvveeeeeennn... 26

15 State Structure and POIITICS .. ...eeeiiiiiiiiiie e 27
1.5.1  Status and CONSHIULION.........ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 27

1.6 EXECULIVE. ... 28
1.6.1  PrESIGENT.....eeiiiiieiie ettt 28
1.6.2  President Adama BarrQW...........c.eceiiiiiieeiiiiieeiieee e 29
1.6.3 Expresident Yahya Jammeh.........cccccooviiiiiiiiiee e 30

1.7 LEQISIALUIE....c.cceieieieeeeeeeeee e e e e 31
1.7.1  PreSIOBNL. ..o 31
1.7.2  Parli@ment.......cooo s 31

1.8 B [0 T o3 = o 33
1.8.1 Detention and PriSONS.........cuviiiieieiiiirreee e s 35

1.9 Security forces, army, POLICE ... ....u e it 36
1.9.1 Gambia Armed FOICESAF).......ouiiiiiiiiiiie e 37
1.9.2 National Intelligence AgenCy (NIA).......coouiiiiiii e 38

100,38 PO . e 39



EASCCOUNTRY @RIGIN INFORMATIOERRORT: THE GAMBIBOUNTRY FOCUST 5

1.9.4 Junglers, Black Boys, Green BOYS..........cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e 40
L1.10  ECONOMY..tttttttieeieeeeeeieee et et e ee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s e e s s e e s s e e s s s ennsreeeeeeees 41
1.10.1 Currency, inflation...........ooooee i A
1.1 REHGION. ... ciiiieee e e e e e e 44
1.11.1 Religious affiliation.............c.ceeveeiiiiiiiiie e A4
1.11.2 Political dimension of ISIam............cocciiiiii e 46
1.12  Media and COMMUNICALION........c.uvtiiiiiiie ittt 47
1121 RAAIO. ... A
1,122 TeIBVISION ....eiiiiiiiiie ettt 48
1.12.3 NeWspapers, WEHSILES ..o 49
1.13  HealthCare..........ccuviiiiiiii e AD
1.14  TranSPOrt SYSIBML. ...ttt e e e e aaaan 50
1141 AN TTAVEL. i 50
1.14.2 POr/IVEr traffiC........vvviiiiie e 51
1.14.3 RAIL...c e 51
1.144 ROA TrafIC.......eeiieiiiiieiee e 51
1.15 Citizenship and identity dOCUMENLS..........ccovriiiiiiiiiieeeieiiiieee e 52
1.15.1 CIIZENSNIP. . s 52
1.15.2 Identity documents and civil register records..........cccccoovivviieeeeernnnnne 53

. The situation of former government officials...........cccccooniiiiiiiiiiie, 56
2.1 (€101 = 4 0] 01T o | S PP UPPPPPPPPPPPPPPRP 56
2.2 AMDASSAUOIS. ....cciiiiiiiiie e e e e e 57
2.3 REGIONADOVEINOIS ...t K7
24 CeNtral BANK.......ooiiiiiiiiie e 57
2.5 ArmMeEd fOrCeSs (GAR).. ..o e e e e e e e e 57
2.6 Elite troops (State Guard, Presidential Guard)...........ccccccvvvvvivviniieireeeeeneee.. 58
2.7 National Intelligence Agency (NLA)...........ooooiiiiiiiiicccicc e 59
2.8 POLICR e 59
29 PHISONS. ... 59
200 JUNGIEIS. . a e e e e e aaaaaaaens 60
211 APRC OffiCIAIS. ....eeeeiee it 61
212  Supporters of JamMMeEN........oooiii e 61
2.13  Uncertain power relationShips.............eeeeeeiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee e 61
HUMAN FGNES e 62

3.1 Freedom Of the PreSS.....ccvei e 63



61 EASCCOUNTRY OF ORIGIRORMATION REPORTE BAMBIA COUNTRY FOCUS

3.2 Death PENAILY. ... 66
3.3 Lesbia, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) persans...........ccccceeeeeeennnee 66
3.4 Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/Q).........ccooviiiieeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeeesinn il 1
3.5 Discrimination against the Mandinka under Jammeh..............cccccveeinnnee. 72
3.6 WILCRCIART. ... O
Annex 1: Bibliography..........cooo oo e e d D
ANNEX 2. MBPS. . i eii ettt ettt e e e e et et e e e et r s e e eeaateeeeae st areaeeeeaeeeennnen 119
Map 2: Regions and districts of The Gambia in 2DO3.(............ccccceeciiiinnrninninnnne. 119

Map 3: Ferries across The Gambia. (..o, 120



EASCCOUNTRY @RIGIN INFORMATIORRORT: THE GAMBIBOUNTRY FOCUST 7

Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASOI Report Methodology (2012) The report

is based on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced. To the
extent possible and unless otherwise stated, all information presented, except for undisputed
or obvious facts, has been cresisecked.

The infamation contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with
utmost care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustivepdftacularevent,
person or organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean thateat has

not taken place or that the person or organisatioredoot exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determination or merit of any particular
claim to refugee status or asylum. Terminology used should not be regarded adiuredmf
a particular legal position.

Refuge®@¥skand similar terminology are used as a generic terminology and not as legally
defined in the EU Asylum Acquis and the Geneva Convention.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be ésfinsible for the use which
may be made of the information contained in this report.

The targeusersare asylum caseworkers, COI researchers, policymakers, and denikamy
authorities.

The drafting of this report was finalis@u27 July 2017Any event taking place after this date
is not included in this reporiThe exceptions tthis cutoff date were madeduring the peer
reviewing processompleted on 8 NovembeR017,and are clearly identified iBibliography
More information on the reference period for this report can be found in tiethodology
section of the introduction.

@ The EASO methodology is largely based on the Common EU Guidelines for processing Country of Origin
Information (COI), 2008, and can be downloaded from EHASO websitg COl Methodologies and Guides
(https://www.easo.europa.eu/informatioranalysis/countryorigin-information/coirmethodologyand-quides.
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Glossary andAbbreviations

22" July Movement  Youth organisationof the APRC founded on22 July1995. The
movement became a mass organisatiand therefore dangerous to
Jammeh, so he dissolved it in 1999

AFPRC Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council

AGOA USAfrican Growth and Opportunity Act

AIDS Acquired immune deficiency syndre

Alkalo Village chief

APRC Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction
DSW Department of Social Welfare

ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States
FGM/C Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting

GAF Gambia Armed Forces

GAMBIS TheGambia Biometric Identification System

GDP GrossDomesticProduct

GER Gross Enrolment Ration

GNA Gambia National Army

GNG Gambia National Gendarmerie

GNI Gross National Income

GPF Gambia Police Force

GRA Gambia Revenue Authority

Green Boys Youthgroup that arose from the 22 July Movement; they were the

military wing of the ruling APRC parignown asGreen Boybecause
green is the party colour of APRIammeh officially dissolved the
group in 1999°).

HIV Human immunodeficiency virus
ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross
IEC Independent Electoral Commission

() Perfect,David,Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 20(6252.

(3) Perfect, DavidHistorical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. 192, 252; Washington Post (The), 5 crazy things

about the Gambian dictator who just survived a coup attempt, 6 January@8);5AllAfrica / Daily Observer (The),

DF YOAIY WDNBSy. 228aQuNT I DAFREA Imyn €CSHMNBZ NBI iamiry &idF i8S 1ARY
LIzZNBS 2F WoAGOKQMITTEOI st Ay BDK ¢CKSn DI YO A IMaeh 20DONB G (2 NTi
(url); Small Arms Survey, Armed and Aimless: Armed Groups, Guns, and Human Security in The Ecowas Region, 29

April 2005 grl), pp. 263265.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/01/06/5-crazy-things-about-the-gambian-dictator-who-just-survived-a-coup-attempt/?utm_term=.cc26853ad303
http://allafrica.com/stories/200702121045.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/mar/19/gambia-witchcraft-hallucinogenics
https://wazaonline.com/en/archive/the-gambias-secret-torture-chambers
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/D-Book-series/book-01-Armed-and-Aimless/SAS-Armed-Aimless-1-Full-manuscript.pdf
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Junglers Paramilitary unit of expresident Jammeh@also known asBlack
Blacks, Black BoysorNnja K Se& ¢SNB (1y26y | a Wwoftl O
often dressed iblack and coverecheir faceg?).

LBE Lower basic education

LGA Local government areas

LGBT Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
NALA National Agency for Legal Aid

NDEA National Drug Enforcement Agency
NER Net Enrolment Ratio

NIA National Intelligence Agency

NIN National Identification Number

NYC National Youth Courlci

Operation Bulldozer ¢ KS DI XefoAtdle€aticecampaign to reduce violent crime,
launched by Jammemm May 2012 LGBT persons were specifically
targeted by this campaigf)

PPP t S 2 LErdgressive Party

Seyfo District authority chief

SIS State Intelligence Service

SSE Senior secondargducation

UBE Upper basic education

UDP United Democratic Party

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Developments
UNDP United Nations Development Programme

USA United States of America

@l dzt GAYS bAlfrazs SG Ffdx ! dzi20NIr Oz aAadNlGA2Yy>S FyR GKS I

(url).
(®) HRW State of Fear] 6 September2015(url).


https://academic.oup.com/afraf/article-abstract/116/463/321/3067738/Autocracy-migration-and-The-Gambia-s-unprecedented?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/16/state-fear/arbitrary-arrests-torture-and-killings
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Introduction

This report was drafted by the Country of Origin Information (COI) unit of the State Secretariat

F2NJ aAaNFdGA2y o6{9a0 I YR LINE JAR Sdectdd topicdzY Y NBE 2
regarding The Gambhia

This report was translated into Englishn extended quality review was performed BOI

specialistfrom EU+ countriedy anexternal expertand by EASQAIl drafters and reviewers
are mentioned in theAcknowledgementsection.

There are still some gaps in the information. These relate to contradictory cofeddte
information, for example in relation to the administrative structure anditary forces The
information about identity papers andvil register records is incomplete. While statements
of intent by the new government are well documented, reliable information about concrete
implementation measures is often lacking.

A change of course commenced with the election of Adama Barrow asethdPresident of

The Gambia in December 2016, bringing new challenges in terms of the assessment of
sources a large number of publications, especially concerning human rights, have been
published or researched under the regime ofrsident Jammeht is still difficult to assess

the stage that the expected reforms have reached and how-lasting they will be. Gambian

daily newspapers, which have followed the reform process attentively and critically since the
change of government, are an importantusoe of information and are given a corresponding
amount of space. However, they comment on ongoing developments rather than being able
to engage in analytical systematisation. More extensive analyses of the new government
policy have yet to be undertaken.

This study therefore merely represents an initial inventory during a period of rapid change
when the power relationships are still uncertain.

Methodology
1 Defining the Terms of Reference
Ly | W/ 2dzyiNE C20dzaQ NBLRNIXZ 9!{h FAYa (2 LNRO

particular relevance for international protection status determination (Refugee Status and
Subsidiary Protection) for Gambian applicants. It is not meant to dpenaral description of

the human rights situation in the country, nor a comprehensive overview of all topics at stake
in international protection status determination.

The terms of reference (ToReéflect the SwissState Secretariat for Migratiomeed for
information on:

0 General backgrounthformation on The Gambia (geography, population, ethnic

and religious groups, political and judicial systems);
0 ¢KS KdzYly NARIK(IQa aAiddza GdAz2zy Ay ¢KS DI YoAl
0 The developments under the newsambian administration, particularly

concerning human rights.

91 Collecting information

This country focus is largely based on academic publications relating to The Gambia. Research
work from various fields such as anthropology and politics, as well adbbaks and
overviews, are the most important sources of information for the General information and
State structure and politics sections.
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Statistics from the Gambian administration were also an important source of information,
with the Gambian Bureau oft&istics periodically publishing a Statistical Abstract.
Publications by international or negovernmental organisations and from national,
international and diaspora media provided other data. Additional information was obtained
from Gambian diplomaticapresentations in Europe

All consulted sources are listed in tBéliography

The peefreviewing process of this Country Focus report on The Gambia occurred between 13
September 2017 an@0 November2017. During that process, information from a limited
number of sources was added to the text, with the purpose of complementing or updating
the existing draft. These sources and information used are clearly identified by their access
dates inthe Bibliography

1 Quality control

In order to ensure that the authors respected the EASO COI Report Methodology, a quality
review was carried out by COI specialists from the countries listed as reviewers in the
Acknowledgmentsand by EASOn addition, an external reviewerDr. David Perfect has

also reviewed the reportAll comments made by the reviewers were taken into consideration
and most of them were implemented in the final draft of this report.

9 Structure of the report

This report is divided into Hree main chapters: the firsfprovides general background
information on topics like geography, populationadministraton, state structureor the

security forcesn The GambiaThe second chapter describd®e situation of the former
government officials, and the third and last chapter provides an insighbh@muman rghts

situation under exPresidentYdya JammehDevelopments since the change gévernment

in January 201@re availablethroughout the document


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David_Perfect
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Map 1: CIA (Central Intelligence Agen

® CIA,The World Factbook,he Gambiapage last updated 19eptember2017 (url).


https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
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1. Backgroundnformation

1.1 Geography and climate

The Gambia is the smallest country on the Afnicnainland. With an area of 2B5 knf it is
guarter the size of Switzerlanokr The NetherlandsThe country follows the course of the
Gambia River for a distance of 375 kilometres and extends into thedntemi both sides of
the river. The average width of the country is 24 kilometiag the area around the estuary
and the lower river is almost 50 km wid&part from the 80 km long Atlantic coastal line in
the west, The Gambia is completely surrounded thg Republic of Senegal, which is
seventeen times large(’)

The landscape is shaped by the Gambia River, which flows from east to west. It rises in Guinea,
meanders in many bends towards the Atlantic and has numerous tributaries, islands and
peninsulaslt forms an estuary before flowing into the Atlantic close to Banijul, the capital of

The Gambia. The estuary area consists of mangrove swamps. The landscape in The Gambia is
generally flat, with the highest elevations reaching less than 60 metres. Thie ggadient

means that salt water flows inland for over 150 kilometiEs

Along the Atlantic coast, the climate is oceanic with small temperature differences between
day and night and between summer and winter. In the interior the climate is tropical,
characterised by a marked rainy and dry season. The rainy season lasts from about June to
October and the dry season from November to May. During the rainy season, the river floods
the lowlands, leaving behind fertilising silt. The dry period is determiyethdHarmattan a

dry wind from the Sahard®)

The geographical features are also reflected in the nationalRad symbolises the sun, blue
the Gambia River, green agriculture, white peace and utfly

Image 1:The flag of The Gamb{® SEM, Divisen Analysis, Switzerlapd

(") Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 524.

(8) Gambia (The), GBoS, Atlas of 2003 Population and Housing CensusyrDp@6 8; Transafrika,Gambia,
Landerinfo, n.d.url).

(°) CIA,The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 204y, Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the
World,Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 524; Jaiteh, Malanding S., and Sarr, Baboucarr, Climate Change
and Development in the Gambia, 201tl); TransafrikaGambia Landerinfon.d. (url).

(19 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Flag of the Gambia, 2 September 200Tlfe flag of The Gambia was adopted at
independence in 1965. Perfect, David, Historical Dictionfifhe Gambia, 2016, p. 171.


http://www.columbia.edu/~msj42/pdfs/Chapter1_Introduction.pdf
http://www.transafrika.org/pages/laenderinfo-afrika/gambia/geographie.php
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~msj42/pdfs/ClimateChangeDevelopmentGambia_small.pdf
http://www.transafrika.org/pages/laenderinfo-afrika/gambia/geographie.php
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Gambia-flag-of-The
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1.2 Recent history

For many centuries, the northern and southern areas along the Gambia River belonged to
various Mandinka kingdoms of the Mali Emp{® Among the European colonial powers, the
British, Portuguese and French in particular fought for supremacy®seegambiathe area
between the Gambia and Senegal RiveBsithurst (which became later Banjul) and
surroundings became a British colony, witlile rest of the country became a protectorate of
Great Britain (*? The border between The Gambia, which was originally British, and Senegal,
which was then French, was established at the end of the 19th centuryeamained globally
identical apart fromsome minor adjustments made in the 1970%e unusual boundary line

runs parallel to the Gambia River, a central West African trading route for slaves and goods.
For centuries, Senegambia was a centre of the West African slave trade. The British banned
the trade in 1807but internal slave tradeontinueduntil the end of the 19th century(®)

On 18 February 1965 The Gambia gained independence and became a sovereign state of the
Commonwealth. Following a referendum in 1970, The Gambia became a retiplithe
president of the First Republic was the former Prime Minister, Dawda JaWearaas re-

elected five times by 1994")

In 1981 Jawara defeated a bloody attempted coup with the aid of Senegalese troops. He then
built up his own army and united The Gamlwith Senegal in thBenegambia Confederation
This confederation lasted until 198@°)

In 1994 Yhaya Jammeh came to power in a bloodless military cdtipFor two years, the
country was run by thé\rmed Forces Provisional Ruling Couff/PRC) led klammeh. In

1996 Jammeh was confirmed as president in elections amdlited in 2001, 2006 and 2011

(*® He and his party, thalliance for Patriotic Reorientation and Constructf&®RC[9), have
dominated the country ever since. In 2013 Jammeh annSuRc G KS O2 dzy (i NB Qa

(1Y) Sarr Assan, Islam, Power, and Dependency in the Gambia River Basin, 20162@pQdnn, Charlotte A.
Mandigo Kingdoms of the Senegambia, 1972.

(13 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 201%.,; Gabazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, Young Men and
Rural Permanence in Migrant West Africa, 2015, p. 24.

(13) The borders of The Gambia were defined in 1889 in an agreement between Great Britain and Fesdece.

David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. 247, 401; Saine, Abdoulaye, Culture and Customs of
Gambia, 2012, p. 3; Barry, Boubacar, Senegambia and the Atlantic slave trade, 19985,pp0%314; Gaibazzi,

Paolo, Migration, Sonk& Young Men and the Dynamics of Staying Behind (The Gambia), March 20103pp. 35
Gaibazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, Young Men and Rural Permanence in Migrant West Africa, 2015, p. 24.

(% Hughes, Arnold and Perfect, David, A Politicsiddy of The Gambia, 181894,2006 pp. 175177.

(15 Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 524;
Perfect, David and Hughes, Arnold, Gambian Electoral Politics:20d&Y) 2013, pp. 7211.

(16) Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 524.
Hughes, Arnold and Perfect, David, A Political History of The Gambial28462006, pp. 26265.

(1) Perfect, David, The Gambia under Yahya JammehAssessment, 12 March 2018l), pp. 5354; Hughes,

Arnold and Perfect, David, A Political History of The Gambia; 1894, 2006, pp. 28290;Saine Abdoulaye S.M.,

TheColwd RQOGF G Ay ¢KS DIFYOoALFIT mddnY-11168r, ShyisRde@hT2 diaLB SR COAINHR(

by the Gambia National Army, 2007.

(18) Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016,52@15, p.
Perfect, David, The Gambia under Yahya Jammeh: An Assessment, 12 Mar¢hr@0pp. 3637, 5456, Perfect,
David and Hughes, Arnold, Gambian Electoral Politics:-2062, 2013 pp. 79111; Perfect, David, Historical
Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp-3B.

(19 On the APRC, see Perfdagvid,Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 20fg, 31-32.

A YD

wS L


http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00358530903513681
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00358530903513681

EASCCOUNTRY @RIGIN INFORMATIORRORT: THE GAMBIBOUNTRY FOCUST 15

withdrawal from the Commonwealth(®) In 2015 he declared The Gambia an Islamic
RepublietLyY Hnamc KS Fyy2dzyOSR GKS O2dzy i NBE.@®n SEAG T

In a surprise resultJammeh was defeated in theresidential election in December 2016.
Instead the opposition candidate, Adama Barrow, was elected as presitlntneh initially
accepted his defeat, but after a few days he contested the result of the election due to alleged
irregularities and declareca state of emergency @) The country found itself in a
constitutional crisis(?¥) International protests, weeks of negotiations and the intervention of
troops from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), legitimated by a
resolution of theUN Security Cound®), brought the crisis to an end without bloodshe@)

As the crisis intensified, at least 880 Gambians left the country temporarily and sought
protection in Senegal?’) On 19 January 2017 Barrow took the oath of office at the Bam
Embassy in Senegal. On 21 January 2017 Jammeh left the country and went into exile in
Equatorial Guinea. On 26 January 2017 Barrow returned to The Gdffibia

In his first statements, Barrow announced that The Gambia would return to the
Commonwealth ad the International Criminal Court and was no longer an Islamic Republic

*)

(%9 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016,-839Rerfect, P A RY ¢ KS DI Yo Al Qa 2 AGK
from the Commonwealth, 2014i]), pp. 331333.

(3 US DoSinternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 2@05August 2016url); Perfect, David,

Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 215.

(?3 EUISS, Beyond the ICC exit crisis, 2 Decemhér @@); AtJazeera, Gambia withdraws from International

Criminal Court, 26 October 2016r).

(%3 Perfect, David, The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 Maw@1p( 323337;

Huth y 2 bAlflF&as SiG Fftadx ! dzi20NI 08 aAdNFdA2yT IulR GKS DI Yo
pp. 321340.

(24 Library of Congress, Gambia: State of Emergency Lifted, 30 Januaryr®017 (

(2 UN Security Council, Resolution 2337, Peacssolidation in West Africa, 19 January 20did){ Kress, Claus,

and NussbergemBenjamin, Prademocratic intervention in current international law: the case of The Gambia in

January 2017, June 204utl), pp. +11.
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1.3 Population, ethnic groups, languages

The Gambia is one of the most densely populated countries in A#ft#ccording to the
2013 census, the country had a population10857,181 (*) A current estimate puts the
population at2,051,363 in July 201-7f these, 60% are younger than Z%) Life expectancy
in 2013was61.8 years for men and 66.5 years for womg®).

58% of the population lives in cities and subui Thethree local government areas Banjul,
Kanifing and Brikama at the mouth of the Gambia River are the centre of business and tourism.
Ly 3ISYSNIts GKSe& KIFE@S o0SUGSNI AYyTNI adNUzOG dzNB
best healthcare facilities andchools. The Kanifing and Brikama LGAs have the highest
population, while the Kanifing and Banjul LGAs are the most densely popufaed.

The capital of The Gambia is Banjul with an estimated populafidh,000 in 2013(*%) Other
important cities are &rekunda and Brikama. WUp-date official population figures for the
cities are unavailable as the censuses collect datthéolocal government areaand districts
but not for the cities(*")

1.3.1 Ethnic groups
The most important ethnic groups in The Gambia are:

1 Mandinka (also known as Mandingo, Mende, Malinke, including Jahanka), around 34% of
the Gambian population, i.e. excluding nGambians, in 2013%)

1 Fula (also known as Fulbe Fulani, Peul, includingldiyk.orobo), around 24.13¢°)

1 Wolof (or Wollof), 14.8%(*°)

1 Jola (also known as Diola, including Karoninka), around 1¢%$%

(39 World Bank (The), Country Overview, The Gambia, updated 13 Februaru@®13aine, Abdoulaye, Culture
andCustoms of Gambia, 2012, p. 1.

(31) Gambia (The), GBoS, The Gambia 2013 Population and Housing Census Preliminary Result}, 063 (
Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March 28}, 7( 1.

(33 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, last updated 27 September#{)1Tkurch, R.J. Harrison, The
Gambia: Physical and Social Geography, 2015, p. 524; Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March 2017
(url), p. 1.

(33) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionnary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 117.

(3% World BanKThe), Country Overview, The Gambia, updated 13 February 8@}, 73ambia (The), GBoS, 2013
Population and Housing Census: Spatial Distribution, mct, . 5.

(35) Gambia (The), GBoS, The Gambia 2013 Population and Housing Census Preliminary Resulty, 2013 (

12; Saine, Abdoulaye, Culture and Customs of Gambia, 2012, p. 7; Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A
sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 20Q8)( pp. 3®-331; Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March
2017 @rl), Table 1.5.

(36) Gambia (The), GBoS, 2013 Population and Housing Census: Spatial Distributiom), md24.

(37) Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 534;
Gambia (The), GBoS, The Gambia 201ilRtion and Housing Census Preliminary Results, 201)3 (

(38) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The GamB@l6, pp28284; Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn,
Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2089, pp. 333334; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia,
19June 20174rl); Gambia (The), GBoE)13 Population and Housing Census: Spatsfibution, n.d. @rl), p. 12

(39 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, S. 160; Kasper Juffermans, Caroline McGlynn,
sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2008 p. 334; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 Junel2017 (
Gambia (The), GBp&013 Population and Housing Census: Spatstibution, n.d. url), p. 12

(“9 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 445; Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A
sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2008) p. 335; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 Junel2017 (
Gambia (The), GBp&013 Population and Housing Census: SpBtgtibution, n.d. @rl), p. 12.

(*Y) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp24£8;7Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn,
Caroline, A sociolinguistigrofile of The Gambia, 200ir(), pp. 335336, 353; CIA, The World Factbook: The
Gambia, 19 June 201udr(); Gambia (The), GBo&013 Population and Housing Census: Sphiwtibution, n.d.

(urh), p. 12

i K
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Serahuli (also known as Serahule, Saraintk Soninkl around8.2%4 ()
Serer(or Serere), 3% (*°)

Manjago (also known adanjack), around..9% (*%)

Bambara, 3% (*°)

Aku,0.5%. (%)

President Barrow is a member of the largest ethnic group, the MandiBEkaresident
Jammeh is from the Jola ethnic gro{f) Many Gambian are of mixed ethnic origjf?)

=A =4 =4 =8 =4

1.3.2 Languages

None of thelocal languages in The Gambia is spoken exclusively in The Gahdyare also
spoken inneighbouring countriedn the following list of languages, it should be noted that
there is not a perfect match between ethnic group and language significant prt of the
population speakseveral language$n urban areas, for example, many people from diverse
ethnic groups speak Wolof, which has become a lingua frartealanguages that are most
frequently spoken in The Gambia a(¥)

Mandinka (includingahankaf>)

Wolof

Ful (or Fufulde, Peul, including Tukulor and Lorolft)
Serahule (oSoninke Sarakole, Maraka)

Jola(or Diola, including Karonink#)?)

Serer(or Serere)

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 =9

(*) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p2@83393; Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn,
Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2089, pp. 333334; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia,
19 June 2017ufl); Gambia (The}3B0$2013 Population and Housing Census: Spbtitibution, n.d. @rl), , p.

12; Saine, AbdoulayeCulture and Customs of Gambia, 2012, p. 12.

(*3) PerfectDavid, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 394; Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A
sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2008) p. 337; CIAThe World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 20dy; (
Gambia (The), GBp2013 Population and Housing Census: Spatgtibution, n.d. (rl), p. 12

(*4 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 284; Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A
sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2008) p. 337; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 Junel2017 (
Gambia (The), GBp&013Population and Housing Census: Spdiatribution, n.d. (rl), p. 12

(*%) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, gufiérmans, Kaspend McGlynn, Caroline, A
sociolinguistic profile of The GambR2009 (rl), pp. 337338; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2017
(url); Gambia (The), GBo&)13 Population and Housing Census: Spatatibution, n.d. (rl), p. 12

(*6) CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@);7Rerfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia,
2016, pp. 3683; Juffermans, Kasper and McGly@aroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2049 0.

338; Gambia (The), GBa®13 Population and Housing Census: Spat&tibution, n.d. @rl), p. 12

(4" Perfect, DavigHistorical Dictionary of The Gambia, 20pf, 247248, 283284; Access Gambia, President of
Gambiag Yahya Jammeh..av (url).

(*8) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp2£8,7283284; Access Gambia, President of
Gambiag Yahya Jammeh, n.dur(); Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p.Abt#ss
Gambia, Gambian Culture, Tradition & Societgl, furl); SaineAbdoulaye Culture and Customs of Gambia, 2012,

p. 17.

(#9) Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Gaéti@éurl), pp. 332352;

[ SOt SNDZ WFOljdz§az [QFYSyYylF3aSYSyid fAy3IdAadAldSwRlIya €S8 Y2
Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp2@8.7

(59 Juffermars, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Ga&abi(url), pp. 332, 352,
Footonote 3.

(39 Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Carolinspéiolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 20@@l), pp. 332, 352,
Footnote 3.

(59 Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The G2@@Bigurl), pp. 332, 352,
Footonote 3.
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1 Manjago (or Mandjak)
1 Aku (Creole, based on Engli§H)

1.3.3 Official language

Official correspondence is conducted in Englishg KA OK Kl & 6SSy GKS O2dzy i NJ
since the start of the colonial perio@*) Following the exit from the Commonwealth, Jammeh

announced in 2014 that English would no longer be the officialiagg. However, he did not

say when this decision would take effect and which language would take the place of English

as the new official languag€?® In the media, it was speculated or claimed that Arabic was

the new official languagg?®®) English wasever formally replaced as the official language.

I O0O2NRAY3 (2 AYTF2NXIGAZ2Y FNRY (GKS {s6Aaad 9YoOl aa
implemented in practice(®’)

One of the first official acts of the new president, Adama Barrow, in February 2017 was to
Fyy2dzyOS ¢ KS DI YoornotwealttN® G dzNy (2 GKS

1.3.4 Young population

40% of the population is less than 14 years old; 60% of the population is younger tt{zh 25.
Youth unemployment in The Gambia is high2012 over 44% of the youth aged-28 was
unemployed. Young people under 25 are more likely to experience unemployment in urban
areas (47%) than in rural areas (44.2%). The unemployment rate is higher among young
women (49.4%) than among young men (38.164)

At state level, the Ministry of Youtmd Sportg®?) is responsible for matters concerning young
people. It has links with the National Youth Council (NYC) and its many youth organisations.
*)

The primary objective ahanychildren of affluent parents is to study in Europe, the WSA
elsewhere(seeSection 1.3.5 School systr(t®)

Many young people, particularly those from poorer families, leave school darl013,
almost 25% of the youth under 20 had had no schooling aé3llin 2012, aboti91% of the
15-24 years had had no vocational trainirf§) A large number of youthspend most of their

(33) Aku Aku is not a native languagéuffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The

Gambia 2009(url), pp. 333.

(54 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp2@§7 SOf SN WI OljdzSas [ QF YSy
linguistique dans le monde: Gambie, lagdated 24 December 201&rl).

(%% Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 530;

Africa Review, Jammeh to replace Englishas Gam®R & 2 FFAOA L £ f luf)adzZt 383 wmu al NOK Hn
(5%) Arabic Online, Arabic and Islam in the Gambia, 10 July 2635 (S Of SNOx Wl Oljdz§az [ Ql YSy I 3S8Y
dans le monde: Gambie, last updated 24 Decen®#fdr5(url); Afrik.com,GambieY |, | K&S WIF YYSK OK2A&A
comme langue officielle, 28arch2014 (url).

(5") Swiss Embassy in Dai@enegalwritten communicationwith SEM, 2®pril 2017.

(%8) Telegraph (The), Gambia to rejoin the Commonwealth within months, Boris Johnson announces ahead of trip,

13 Feberuary 201{rl).

(39 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2007 Ghurch, R.J. Harrison, The Gambia: Physical and

Social Geography, 2015, p. 524; SaingloAlaye, Culture and Customs of Gambia, 2012, p. 1.

(89 Gambia (The), GBoStatistical Abstract 201®8arch 2017(url), p. 48.

(51 Access Gambia, Ministry of Youttsgorts, n.d(url).

(59 Gambia National Youth Council (THeyblications, n.durl).

(%) Materu, Peterand Edsand, Harsrik,Toward an integrated University of The Gambia, Conceptual Arguments,

Rationale and Possible next Steps, Draft, ud),( pp. 10, 288.

(64 Paolo Gaibazzi, New York/Oxford. Bush Bound: Young Men and Rural Permanence in Migrant West Africa,

2015,pp. 122125; Birzle, MaikeErwachsenwerden in Gambia. In: Freiburger Ethnologische Arbeitsparpiere 21,

2012(url), pp. 21-31; Gambia (The), GBpStatistical Abstract 201®8arch 201 7url), p. 114.

(%) Gambia (The), GBoBheGambia Labour Force Survey (GLFS 2012) Final Report, Februafyr20a316.
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sparetimein socalledghettos or crews. These terms, borrowed from the gangsta rap culture,
describe groups of 10 to 15 men of the same age who gdthepen spaces orous(from
rendezvous) They give their groups names of dream destinations, European football teams
or from hiphop culture.Most crews or ghettos consist of young people from the same
neighbourhood, whereas ethnicity and religion seé@nelevant. Migration is an important
topic of conversation(®®)

An alternative to migration abroad for young people without any Viocel training is
working in tourism along the Atlantic coast. A mudibcussed topic here is sex work, in
particular theW & dHIF RIR & Q -YyI Ry rel@iatshibsNuhich are based on inequality in
terms of age and wealth. For young Gaarts, these mape linked with the hope of finding

a future in Europe(®’) Some foreign tourists specifically come in search of sex with children.
*9)

Female sex workers are knownasaggasand males abeach boys or bumster€®) though

this terms can also refer more broadly to young men who try to get in touch with to({sts
The people and their traditional leaders or elders regaunthstersand chaggasas a product

of western tourismand as something alieif’!) They are the target of ideological attacks by
Islamic circles or the Stat€?) Homosexual relationships, in gimular, have been the focus

of state criticism or repression under the Jammeh regime Seetion2.4 Lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) per3ofi$ Homosexuality is mostly seen an unacceptable.
Female homosexuality seems to be less known (or more taboo) amongst youngsters than
male homosexuality(’)

At the other end of the spectrum, some Gambian young people feel more drawn to Islamic
values and mmals, which can lead to role reversalg®) The shift towards reformist
movements may be understood in part as a response to the malaise affecting Gambian youth.

()

(66) Wignall, Ross, From Swagger to Serious, 2016 pp. 288323; Birzle, MaikeErwachsenwerden in Gambia.
In: Freiburger Ethnologische Arbeitsparpiere 21, 2Q4rD, pp. 21-31; Paolo Gaibazzi, New York/OxfoBlish
Bound: Young Men and Rural Permanence in Migrant West Africa, 20158322

(67 Nyanzi, Stella, Negotiating scripts for meaningful sexu&éptember 2008ufl), pp. 172173.

(68) US Do017 Trafficking in Persons Report, June 2047, p. 177.

(89 Nyanzi, Stella, Negotiating scripts for meaningful sexuadigptember 2008ufl), p. 19; Chant, Sylvia and
Touray, Isatou, Women and Gender in The Gambia: Problems, Progress and Prospects, 2013/45. 429

("9 Georgia Straigh(The), Birds flockand gigolos hustle in the Gambia, March 2008 (url); Brown, Naomi
Beachboys as culture brokers in Bakau Town, The Gambia, 1992.

(") Nyanzi, Stella, Negotiatjscripts for meaningful sexualitgeptember 2008ufl), pp. 40, 250, 293, 36RL8.

(" Evans, Alice, Sexuality, poverty and gender among Gambian youth, 2010, pp06204yanzi, Stkl,
Ghettoisation, migration or sexual connection?, 2010, pp-20%; Nyanzi, Stella et al., Bumsters, big black organs
and old white gold, 2005u(l), pp. 557p ¢ T LYRSLISYRSYy (i 06¢KS03> . NBI1Ay3a (GKS
December 2010ufl); US Do2015 Trafficking in Persons Repdily 2015url), pp. 163164; Nyanzi, Stella et al.,
Bumsters, big black orgarend old white gold, 2005u(l), pp. 55%569; Janson,Marloes Islam, Youth and
Modernity in the Gambia, 2014p. 4950.

("3 Nyanzi, Stella et al., Bumsters, big black organs and old white gold, 2005, #6%57

(" Nyanzi, Stella, Negotiating scripts for meaningful sexu&8l@ptember 2008ufl), pp. 172173

("®) Janson, Marloes, Male Wives and Female Husbands, @0j&p. 187218; Janson, rloes, Islam, Youth and
Modernity in the Gambia, 2014, pp. 1:224.

("%) Gaibazzi, Paolo, Migration, Soninké Young Men and the Dynamics of Staying Behind (The Gambia), March 2010,
pp. 241243; Gaibazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, Young Men and Rural Permanéfigeaint West Africa, 2015, pp.
127-133; Janson, Marloes, Islam, Youth and Modernity in the Gambia, 2014, p. 303.
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1.3.,5 School system

The structure of the Gambian school system is based on the British sydtddne usually
start school at the age of seven. They may als@nrolled at Early Childhood Development
Centredor two or three years previously, mainly in private institutions but there is also some
state or Islamic provisiorf’’)

This is followed b9 years of basic education:

9 6 years of primary school: lower basic education (LBE)
1 3years of middle school: upper basic education (UBE).

Basic education is followed by secondary education:
1 3years of secondary school: senior secondary education (SSE).

As an alternative to secondary school, students may choose vocational trainingctanal
trainingcentre. (%)

Article 30 of the constitution states that basic education should be free, compulsory and
available to all(") In practice, however, families have paid school fees for basic education.
Primary school did not become free for everyone until 2Qfer basic education (UB&Etil

2014 and secondary school (S8l 2015. (8% Families cover the cost of school umifts,
books and food themselveg?)

The Jammeh government expanded the school system. According to information from the
World Bank, 63% of children attended primary school in 1994, compared with 93% in 2016.
(® 1t is still the case that fewer children go school in rural areas than in urban areas.
According to official figures for Region 1 (Banjul and Kanifing), in 2017 97.5% of children of
the corresponding school age (the Net Enrolment RaXiBR) attended primary school. In the
predominantly rural Rgion 5 Central River Regipim the east of the country, this figure was
58.5% (2% At one time more boys than girls went to school but the ratio is now more balanced
or has even reversed: in 2017, the NERs were 91.4% for girls and 84.5% for boys at LBE level.
The NER has risen significantly for both sexes in recent years; the equfigaless for 2014

were 80.6% (girls) and 75.6% (boys) at LBE I&eFor middle school (UBE), the Gross
Enrolment Ration (GER) in 2017 was higher for girls (69.7%) than boys (§5)0fhe GER

(") Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education (The) in collaboration with the Gambia National Commission for
UNESCO, The Gambia National Btiloic For All Review Report, December 2Qdd), pp. 1416; Gambia (The),
Ministry of Basic & Secondary Education, Education Statistics 2016/2017, MauéD13p. vi, 1192.

("8 Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education (The) in collaboration with the Gambia National Commission for
UNESCO, The Gambia National Education For All Review Report, Decemiqerlpqdet 1611; Gambia (The),
Department of State for Education, Education Policy 20045, 2004(url), pp. 1925; Perfect, Dadi Historical
Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. 11333.

("% Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002 ( Art. 30, p. 27.

@) WorldBank Grdwz CAYFYOALFf [/ 2ya0NIAYyGa | yR DWNE &Fooh@DO2y R NE 9F
1.

(89 Jollofnews, Gambia Introduces Free Education In Public ScBdédsember 2015; Right to Education Project,
Factsheet. The Gambia, 2012, pgt I 22NIR .yl DNRdZLIZ CAYlFYOALEt [/ 2yaidGNy Ay
December 2016ufl), p. 5, Footnote 1.

(89 World Bank (The), Gambia, Gross enrolment ratio, primary, both sexes, 2017 (

(8%) Gambia (TheMinistry of Basic & Secondary Educati&ducation tistics, 2016/2017, May 201(rl), pp.

129-36.

(8% Gambia (TheMinistry of Basiand Secondary EducatigrEducation Statistics, 2016/2017, May 2@d), p.

136, Gambia (The), Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education in collaboration with the Gambia National
Commission for UNESCO, The Gambia National Education FeriéW Report, December 201drl), pp. 1820.

(8%) Gambia (TheMinistry of Basi@nd Secondary Education, Education Statistics, 2016/2017, May (2@, 7%.

256.
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http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/131321481039247615/pdf/WPS7908.pdf
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http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.PRM.ENRR
http://www.edugambia.gm/data-area/publications/year-book-2017.html
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for girls is now higher (47.1% in 2017) than for boys5®%#.at Senior Secondary Education
(SSE), although completion rates at SSE wre the same (both 37°1L%).

In principle, the language of instruction is English. However, in practice one of the local
languages is often used, especially among the lowergggeps. (")

There is also an Islamic system which runs in parallel to the secular state school system: in the
daarachildren learn the surahs of the Koran by heart. arasasteach school subjects in
addition to Islamic value€®) The working languagés the madrassasare English and onaf

the local languaggsas well as Arabic for the recitation of religious tex@y The Sate and
various institutions from the Gulf states provide financial support for the Islamic schools.
According to information rm 2014, approximately 15% of children completed their
compulsory education irmadrassas (°°) During the Jammeh presidency, there was a
significant increase in the number of state schools aratirassas according to information

from the Ministry ofEducation, in 2017 the primary schools includd@ State schools301
madrasasand 153 other private school€?)

Secondary school may be followed by education at one of the four state tertiary education
institutions: (°)

9 University of The Gambia (UTGgrrekunda: medicine, natural sciences, agriculture,
economics, management, social sciences

1 Gambia College (GC), Brikama: education, agriculture, training courses for teachers
and midwives

1 Gambia Technical Training Institute (GTTI), Serrekunda: busioesguter science,
engineering, educatign

1 Management Development Institute (MDI), Serrekunda: trade, economics, IT,
management, gender studies.

In addition to the state institutes, there are private institutions at university level: the
American Internatinal University West Afriaaffers various colleges in the medical sciences.

*9)

For many people, colleges and universities outside The Gambia are more desirable than those
within the country. There is a preference for institutions in the west, espedialligreat

(86) Gambia (TheMinistry of Basi@and Secondary Educatig&ducation Statistics, 2016/2017, May 2q@#), pp.

366, 373.

(87) Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Gambi@rdOp9. 343344;
Njie, Makaireh, The Gambia: An Ovewji@rends and Futures, 2015, pp. 1849, Gambia (TheMinistry of Basic
and Secondary Education, Education Statistics, 2016/2017, May @@}, pp. 88-92.

(88) Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education (The) in collaboration with the Gambia National Commission for
UNESCO, The Gambia National Education For All Review Report, Decemlfer2@p4 12, 32, 38.

(89) Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A sociolinguistic profile of The Gambi@r200Q 343344.

(°9 Ministry of Basic and Secondary Edi@at(The) in collaboration with the Gambia National Commission for
UNESCO, The Gambia National Education For All Review Report, Decemiar2@p412, 32, 38, Gambia (The),
Ministry of Basic andSecondary Education, Education Statistics, 2016/2017, Mau20bp. 8892.

(°*1) Gambia (TheMinistry of Basic ath Secondary Educatipiducation Statistics, 2016/2017, #2017 (url), p.
161.

(°9 Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education (The) in collaboration with the Gambia N@@onmission for
UNESCO, The Gambia National Education For All Review Report, Decemiferl2@p4 1416; Ministry of Basic
and Secondary Educati¢he),Homepagen.d.(url); Materu, Peter and Edsand, HaBsk, Toward an integrated
University of The Gambia, Draft, n(drl), pp. 2838; Gambia Colleg@he) [website], n.d(url); Perfect, David,
Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 133

(93) American International University West Africihe GambiaAlU Health Science Center.d. (rl); University
World News, Gambia: Nemedical university for West Africa, 13 March 20adl)(
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Britain, the USA and Canada, or colleges and universities in an Islamic envirpfonent

examplein Mali.(®*¥) Gambians also study in other Wetican counties, like Ghana, Senegal
orNigeria(®C2 NJ a2YS (AYS y2g3 Ohika$astalSootfdred @ainbiamS LIdzo f A C
students university places and scholarship3.

1.3.6 Migration

The Gambia has a long tradition of migration and trade. Senegambia was one of the main
transit points for the slave trade to Americd’) Like elsewhere in Africa theame ethnics
groups live on both sides of the borders. Gambian and Senegalese communities living near
the boundary often cross it for trade or visiting relativé¥) Furthermore, considering the
length of the border, its porosity is not surprising. Tolisviously poses a challenge for the
control of illegal migration and the fight against trafficking in people and di)s

When The Gambia gained its independence from Great Britain in 1965, margdwedited
Gambians migrated to the United Kingdom tady and work(:°9) By the end of the 1980s,

after periods of drought and a deterioration of the economic situation, urban migration as
well as emigration to Europe and North America had become common coping strat&tjes.
Affluent families have increasingly tried to send their children to Europe, the USA or Canada
to study. Many of them have not returned once they finished their studies due to the lack of
opportunities in their homeland!®

Gambians without vocational $lki or an opportunity to study have also sought work in
Europe.

Until the end of the 1980s they would often travel to Europe (mainly to Spain) with a short

term visa and then overstay, hoping to benefit of a periodical legalisation sctEidhe

1994 miitary coupt that led Yahya Jammeh to power caused an increase of asylum seekers.

This incited the United Kingdom and other European countries to introduce visa obligation for

Gambian citizeng!*) Contemporaenously legal entry into Europe became moredlfffrom

the mid 1990s with the implementation of thect&ngen Agreement and its stricter

immigration policies(:°® Nevertheless large numbers of young men continued to migrate to

Europe legally or illegally in search of better prospects. In 2013, tNedGa | Q& y SdG YA INI
rate (-2.34/1000 population) was the highest in Afri¢49)

Immigration to Spain slowed down in 2007 due to the global economic Afs. an
estimated 22000 nationals residing there in 2012, Spain remained one of the leading
destimations for Gambian migrants, along with the United States, Nigeria, Senegal, UK and

(°4) Gaibazzi, Paolo Bush Bound, 2015, pMaffieru, Peter and Edsand, HaBsk, Toward an integrated Unisity

of The Gambia, Draft, n.¢url), pp. 10.

(°5) Gambia (TheMinistry of Higher Education, Research, Science aotnidogie, Statistics on students under

the ACE, Novendr 2016(url).

(°6) Africanews, China waives taxes on Gambian exports, offers 150 scholarships, 31 MaylR017 (

e YS060SKZ /® hYINE ¢KS DFYOoAFY aAdaNufiazy Ay ! TNAOI Qa w{
(°8) New York TimegThe) On Africa’'s Fluid Borders, My Land Is Your LandpdiE2000 (url).

(°9) Point (The) ltalian delegation visits The Gambia, M@y 2016 (url); Africa Research BulletiThe Gambia:

Poraus BordersOctober 2014url), Volume 51, Issue.8

(100 KebbehC.Omar, ¢ KS DF YO ALY aA3INF (A 2y5AgustPOEIMH.OF Qa W{YAfAy3a /21 a4
(20 KebbehC.Omar ¢ KS DF YO ALY aA3INF (A 2y5AgUstPOEIMH.OF Qa W{YAfAy3a /21 a4
(199 GaibazziPaolo,Bush Bound2015,pp. 4447.
(193 GaibazziPaolo,Bush Bound, 201%p. 5051.
(199 KebbehC.Omar ¢ KS DF YO ALY aA3INF (A 2y5AgUstPOEIMH.OF Qa W{YAfAy3a /21 a4
(199 GaibazziPaolq Bush Bound, 201%p. 5051.
(6) KebbehC.Omar ¢ KS DI YO AL Y aA3INIF (A 2W5AugUstROINMD.OF Qa4 W{ YAt AYy3I /2 4
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Germany. (1) Gambians who reached lItaly by crossing the Mediterranean Sea also often
chose to stay in Italy(°®)

In recent years, irregular migration of Gambians to EureieSenegaMali-Burkina Faso
NigerLibya has risen sharpl¢®) Young people speak of theck way travelling to Europe

by the back door. Europe is known Babylon¢ a name for the West derived from reggae
culture. (1'% Between 2012 and 2014 the numbefr Gambians applying for asylum in Europe
guadrupled (**Y) With 11,929 new arrivals the number, Gambians accounted for 7% of the sea
arrivals in Italy in 20169 During the first half of 2017, 4,920 Gambians arrived in Italy and
made out 6% of sea arrivin Italy.(**® Recently The Gambia has accounted for the largest
percentage of workor asylumseekers arriving in Italy of all the African countries, per head
of total population.(*'%) To date, there are no readmission agreements between Italy and The
Ganbia. The Italian government tried in vain to negotiate one withpesident Jammeh in
2016.(*19

The vast majoritiy of Gambian migrants traveling to Eurdbpe back wagare young men.

(DI YoAlya 3INRG dzZl) 6 AGK a20AS80GeqQa SELISOGIGAZY
money for the family. Migration has taken on the function of a rite of passage from childhood

to adulthood. Families are reliant on money transfers from the diasgraHowever, some

young men remain at home to keep the family safe and maintain the money and trade links

with those who have migrated to Europe and Serrekunda/Baid).

EXLINBAARSY (G WFYYSK O2Yy&aARSNBR YAINIGA2Yy o0& @2dz
accused young people who wished to emigrate of being lazy. He said that the fantasy of a

European Eldorado had befuddled the minds of Gambian young people and made them idle.

The Jammeh government introduced tBack to the Landampaign to try to motivatgoung

people to work in agriculture**°)

(**)KebbehC.Omar¢ KS DI YO ALY aA3dNI (A 2W5AugustROINMR.OF Q&4 W{ YAt AYy3d /2 4
(198 UNHCRMixed Migration Treds in Libya: Changing Dynamics and Protection Challenges, Jun@ugi/

105.

(199 10M, Abuse, Exploitation and Trafficking: IOM reveals data on the scale of the danger and risks that migrants
face on the Mediterranean routes to Europe, @8tober2016(url); IOM, Migrants from 15 African Nations Transit
Niger en Route to North Africa, Europe,28cember2014 (url).

(119 Gaibazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, 2015, pp5@7Gaibazzi, Paolo, Migration, Soninké Young Men and the
Dynamics of Staying Behind (The Gambia), Maddi®) 2pp. 23240.

(119 African Arguments, Between a rock and a hard place, 4 May 2.6 (

(119 UNHCR, UNHCRpdate #10, 16March 2017 (url); BBC News, Can Barrow stem flow of young Gambians
heading for Europg?27 January2017 (url).

(113 UNHCR{dly Sea arnals dashboardanuaryJune 201715 June 2017ufl).

(4 1 dzA GAYS bAltlazr S Ffdx 1 dzi20Nr 08z aAdNliiAz2yT FyR (KS
(url), p. 338.

(115 Readmission agreements constitute an obligation between the contracting stateké back certain groups

of persons on request without any formalitid®RIN News, Meet the Gambian migrants under pressure to leave
Europa, 20 July 201d@r().

(116 UNHCR, UNHCRdAte #10, 16March2017 (url).

(11 Telegraph (The)nside the west African village where every young man is trying to migrate to Eutbpe
November 205 (rl); Gaibazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, 2015, pp6&37482, 107110, 130-132; Gaibazzi, Paolo,
Migration, Soninké Young Men and the Dynamics of Staying Behind (The Gambia), March 20162p¢. 217

(118 Gaibazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, 2015, pp5®37482, 107110, 130132; Gaibazzi, Paolo, Migration, Soninké
Young Men andite Dynamics of Staying Behind (The Gambia), March 2010, pa2P17

(119 Gaibazzi, Paolo, Cultivating Hustlers: The Agrarian Ethos of Soninke MigratiorurB0pp.(12.; Gaibazzi,

Paolo, Bush Bound, 2015, pp. 1121.
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For political observers, the high level of migration and discussions surrounding it were a key
FIOG2NI AY W YYSKQAa (**3 AddraaBarid itlentited Feukiry irregyilarn n mc @
migration as a priority tdsfor the new government. The aim would be to create work and

training opportunities for unemployed young peopWhile nosignificant success has been

reported to date the European Union, which has recently provided substantial financial aid

to The Gamla, in particular support to youth employmergt??)

The Trafficking in Persons Repdny the US Department of Stat@)S DoShattests The

DI Y 6 Achi€vémentsn combating human traffickingi K2 dzZ3 K G KS O2dzy i NB &G Af
meet the minimum standardfr the elimination of traffickingThe first people identified as
victims of human trafficking in four years have been provided for.Odartment of Social
Welfare(DSW) runs a facility for victims of human trafficking, abandoned children and victims
of domestic violence, as well as a drimpcentre for street childrerA trafficker was sentenced

to life emprisonment. This was the first conviction for a traffickielated offensein four

years. Although The Gambia has implemented training measurefidopdlice and border
authorities, theUS DoSsignals a need for further action: criminal prosecution should be
intensified and accomplices in the administration should also be apprehended, there is a lack
of formal procedures for identifying victims of ham trafficking, and the resources of the
National Agency Against Trafficking in Perdtdd®sATIP) should be increas€d?

On the other hand, The Gambia also experiences inward migratid®018, 110 705 non
Gambians were recorded as being in the couirirshe censusMost of these originated from
West African countries: Senegad4%), Guinea @0), Guinedissau §%) andSierra Leone
(5%).(*2°) Most of the migrants came to Gambia in search for employment, many came trough
marriage or followed their famjl (:29 Somemigrants left their home country because of war

or conflict. Most of them are&Senegalesavho fled due to the independence conflict in the
Casamance region. In 2018etween 10,000 and 11000 Senegalese Casamanmfugees
(including 7890 registed ones)were living in The Gambi@?®) Bythe end of2016there were

still appromatively 400 Senegalese refugees in The Gam®i9.They often live with host
families, who are often their relatives. Refugee camps ar no longer in(1#§eThe new
Interior Minister, Mai Fatty, expressly welcomed refugees from the countries surrounding The
Gambia in June 201¢29)

(20 1 dA GAYE bAlflazr SaG Ffodxr ! dzi2ONFOez aAdaNridAz2yz FYyR (GKS
(url), pp. 325, 33@10; David Perfect. The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 MayrB017 (
p. 327.

(129 IRIN News, New Gambia, new migration?, 28 March 201)7HC, The Gambia youth empowerment scheme,
February 2017url).

(129 US DoS, 2017 Trafficking in Persons Report, June @1 pp. 175177.

(123 Gambia (The), GBoS, 2013 Populationidadsing Census: Spatial Distributiond. (rl), (vol. 5), Table Bé.

26.

(124 Gambia (The), GBp2013 Population and Housing Census: National Migratiotysisa.d. (rl), p. 26.

(125 UNHCRCasamance refugees in The Gambia-sstflement and the challenges of integration, Septemb
2011(url), p. 4.

(126 UNHCRGambia Factsheet, Novembebecember 201€url).

(127y UNHCRCasamance refugees in The Gambia-sefiement andthe challenges of integration, Septeeb
2011 (url); Perfect,David,Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 20p676.

(128 SmbcNews, Gambia promises to be a safe haven for refugees, 24 Junarf017 (


https://academic.oup.com/afraf/article-abstract/116/463/321/3067738/Autocracy-migration-and-The-Gambia-s-unprecedented?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
https://www.irinnews.org/feature/2017/03/28/new-gambia-new-migration
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/projects/gambia-youth-empowerment-scheme_en
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/271342.pdf
http://gbos.gov.gm/uploads/census/2013/Spatial-distribution-report_%20Final.pdf
http://gbos.gov.gm/uploads/census/2013/Migration-Analysis_%20Final.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4e79ef7c9.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/documents/download/52991
http://www.unhcr.org/4e79ef7c9.pdf
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/06/24/gambia-promises-safe-haven-refugees/
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1.4 Administrative structure

The Gambia is divided into regioriecal government aread GA)districts, municipalities,
cities and village€*?®) There are five regions (known dizisionsbetween 1944 and 2007 and
before that agrovinces and one greater areg**)

The five regions are as follows (ddap 2: Regions and Regions and districts of The Gambia
in 2003: (Y

1 West Coas{Western Regiomintil 2010)
Lower River

North Bank

Central River

Upper River

T
T
T
T

The Greater Area is:

9 The Greater Banjul Area, subdivided into the municipality of Kanifing and the city of
Banjul (*?

In 2002the Local Government Adlividedthe country into eightlocal government areas
These often bear the name of the biggest taw##)

Banjul
Kanifing
Brikama
Mans&onko
Kerewan
Kuntaur
Janjanbureh
Basse.

= =4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -8 -9

Confusion may occur, as in colloquial and sometimes even in official usage thpclopkd
use the designations regions, administrative regions, divisions, areas, administrative areas and
local government areas randomly at timg&%) ¢ KS& |t a2 dzasS G(KS O2f2yAlf

(129 The classification into divisions (known as regions since 2007) dates back to the coloniaReefaxd, David,

Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pfb5,2357; Gambia (The), Local Government Act (Amendments), 17

April 2002 (url), p.3.; UNDESA, Gambia (The), Public Administration, Country Phafgast 2004, pp. -8.;

Jammeh, Ousman A.S., The Constitutional Law of The Gambi209652012, pp. 17&80.

(139 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 123; Saine, Abdoulaye, Culture and Customs of
Gambia, 2012, p..6

(13 CIA, TheWorld Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2QirD);(Juffermans, Kasper and McGlynn, Caroline, A
sociolinguistic profile of The Gambia, 2008) p. 330; Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016,

p. 357.

(139 Saine, Abdoulaye, Culture and Customs of Gambia, , 2012, p. 6; Juffermans, Kasper, Local Languaging, Literacy
and Multilingualism in a West African Society, 2015, p. 28.

(133) Gambia (The), Local Government Act (Amendments), 17 April(@0)2Perfect, DavidHistorical Dictionary

of The Gambia, 2016, p. 275; Gambia (The), GBoS, The Gambia 2013 Population and Housing Census Preliminary
Results, 2013ufl), p. 9.

(134 The apparently random use of the individual designations can cause confir@amebsite othe Independent

Electoral CommissioiECYlivides The Gambia into seven electoral units and refers to them by theleRA GA A4 A 2 Y & Q
which was abolished in 200Gambia (The), IEC, Management, 2047);(The internal handbook of the election
observation mission for the legislative election in The Gambia in April 201 digldes The Gambia into seven
administrative units. Some of these have rafficial administrative names: 1) AA (Administrative Area), 2) Kanifing

AR (Administrative Region), 3) West Coast Region (also known as Brikama AR), 4) Kerewan AR (also ktiown as No
Bank Region), 5) Mansakonko AR (also known as Lower River Region), 6) Janjanbureh AR (also known as Central


http://aceproject.org/ero-en/regions/africa/GM/gambia-local-government-act-no.5-of-2002/view
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://www.academia.edu/1453316/A_sociolinguistic_profile_of_The_Gambia
http://aceproject.org/ero-en/regions/africa/GM/gambia-local-government-act-no.5-of-2002/view
http://www.gbos.gov.gm/uploads/census/The%20Gambia%20Population%20and%20Housing%20Census%202013%20Provisional%20Report.pdf
http://iec.gm/about-iec/management/
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pre-colonial terms such aBuladu Land of the Fuleor names of the old kingdoms such as
WYZ2Y062Q KPR WC2YyA QD

Theeightlocal government areaare subdivided into districts. The way they are divided up
has changed over the years. The 2003 census lists 39 di§ffitahile the 2013 census lists
43 digricts. (**")

1.4.1 Summary of regiondpcal government areasdistricts (**)

Greater Banjul Banjul Banjul South Banjul South
Area Capital: Banjul Banjul Central Banjul Central
Banjul North Banjul North
Kanifing Kanifing Urban Kanifing
Capital: Serrekunda
Western Region  Brikama Kombo North Kombo North
Capital: Brikama Kombo South Kombo South
Kombo Central Kombo Central
Kombo East Kombo East
Foni Brefet Foni Brefet
FoniBintang Karanai Foni Bintang Karanai
Foni Kansala Foni Kansala
Foni Bonfali Foni Bondali
Foni Jarrol Foni Jarrol
Lower River Mansakonko Kiang West Kiang West
Region Capital: Mansakonko  Kiang Central Kiang Central
Kiang East Kiang East
Jarra West Jarra West
Jarra Central Jarra Central
Jarra East Jarra East
North Bank Kerewan Lower Niumi Lower Niumi
Region Capital: Kerewan Upper Niumi Upper Niumi

River Region), 7) Basse AR (also known as Upper River Region). The Kuntaur LGA is not included. Its districts are
assigned to the Janjanbureh/Gteal River RegiorEuropean Union, ST@hort Term ObserveHandbook, 2017,

p. 24; Gambia (The), IEC, Nomination of National Assembly Members 2017u2D17 (

(239 Juffermans, KRLISNJ | YR aODfé&yys /[ NRtAYyST WI2008@h)h.2B80AyIdzhi &G40
Juffermans, Kasper, Local Languaging, Literacy and Multilingualism in Afvitzst Society, 2015, p. 28.

(136) Gambia (The), GB0S, Atlas of 2003 Population and Housing Censusiy20064(

(13" Gambia (The), GBoS, The Gambia 2013 Population anthgl@ensus Preliminary Results, 2003 (p. 13.

(138 Gambia (The), GBoS, Atlas of 2003 Population and HousingsC2086(rl), p. 4.; Gambia (The), GBoS, The
Gambia 2013 Population and Housing Census Preliminary Results, 2D1EKA, The World Factbook: The
Gambia, 19 June 201ur(); Saine, Abdoulaye, Cultured@€ustoms of Gambia, 2012, p. 7; Statoids, Regions of
Gambia, updated 5 November 2015lj.


http://iec.gm/nomination-of-national-assembly-members-2017/
https://www.academia.edu/1453316/A_sociolinguistic_profile_of_The_Gambia
http://www.columbia.edu/~msj42/pdfs/Chapter1_Introduction.pdf
http://www.gbos.gov.gm/uploads/census/The%20Gambia%20Population%20and%20Housing%20Census%202013%20Provisional%20Report.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/~msj42/pdfs/Chapter1_Introduction.pdf
http://www.gbos.gov.gm/uploads/census/The%20Gambia%20Population%20and%20Housing%20Census%202013%20Provisional%20Report.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
http://www.statoids.com/ugm.html
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Jokadu

Jokadu

Lower Badibu

Central Badibu

Central Badibu

Lower Badibu

Upper Badibu

llliasa

Sabach Sanjal

Central River Kuntaur Lower Saloum Lower Saloum
Region Capital: Kuntaur Upper Saloum Upper Saloum
Nianija Nianija
Niani Niani
Sami Sami
Janjangbureh/ Niamina Dankunku Niamina Dankunku
Georgetown Niamina West Niamina West
Capital: Janjanbureh — —
(or: Georgetown) Niamina East Niamina East
Fulladu West Fulladu West
MacCarthy Island Janjangbureh
(Janjanbureh)
Upper River Basse Fulladu East Basse Fulladiast
Region Capital: Basse Santa St Tumana
(or: Basse) Jimara
Kantora Kantora
Wuli Wuli West
Wuli East
Sandu Sandu

1.5 State structure and politics

1.5.1 Status and constitution

The Gambia gained independence on 18 February 1965 veasl accepted intothe
Commonwealtht KS O2dzyiNEUa 2FFAOALE yIYS 6SOFYS
the parliamentary multparty system of the young state. The head of state of the
constitutional monarchy was the British Queen Elizabet®f).

we¢e KS

The Gambia has had three constitut® since independence: 1964 (entered into force in
1965), 1970 and 1996 (entered into force in 1997

Following a referendum in 1970, The Gambia became a republic withi@dhenonwealth.
The constitutional monarchy changed to a presidential sys{&®) The head of state was no

(139 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, ppO@8Europa Publications, Europa Regional
Surveys of the Worldfrica South of the Sahara 201f. 524, 53&39.

(149 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, ppO®9Europa Publications, Europa Regional
Surveys of the Worldifrica South of the Sahara 2016, p8-539.

(**) Hughes, Arnold and Perfect, David, A Political History of The Gambial98462006, pp. 175, 346.
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longer the British queen but the Gambian president. The First Republic lasted from 24 April
MpTn dzyGAf WFYYSKQA YAfAGINE O2dzl 2y HH Wdz &
suspended and subsequently repeal€d?

The Second Republic started with the entry into force of the new constitution on 16 January
1997. The new constitution strengthened the presidential system. There was no restriction on
0§KS LINBaARSY ( Gien ihdighMhis hds beei fedo@rBended thye 1995
Constitutional Revievlommission and the system afhecks and balancegs comparatively
weak.(**3) The president held executive and legislative power and could ap(aidtdismiss)

the judges of the superior courts and many other functionarseeGectionl.6.1 President

Under President Jammeh, a number of judges were sacked unconstitutionally or forced to
resign, for example the Pakistani Supreme Court chief justice, Ali Nawaz Chowhan, in May
2015.(*49

In 2015 Jameh declared The Gambia an Islamic Repulifé. This went against the
constitution, which defines The Gambia as a secular st®.Following the change of
government in early 2017, one of the first official statements by the new President Adama
Barrow was that The Gambia was no longer an Isld&spublic and that the constitution
would be amended®*) ¢ KS (G SN)Y W¢ KA Kiused Sollddninlly 5itz@Présideit 6 S
Adama Barrow took office. This term is not legally binding as the constitution has not yet been
amended. Barrow has made proposals for constitutional reform, such as restriction of the
presidency to two terms of officg!*®) Former politicians and academics have contributed
further proposalswhile a detailed list of proposals were put forward by six political parties
(including the UDP) in July 20€79 and the Justice Department has announced that the
public will be inalved. (**9

1.6 Executive

1.6.1 President

The Gambia has been a republic since the referendum in April 1970. The then prime minister,
Dawda Jawara, automatically became president. Jawara was confirmed as president in
indirect (1972 and 1977) and direct elections&291987, 1992)**!) After the military coup

(149 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp0@9

(143 Jammeh, Ousman A.S., The Constitutional Law of The Gambi2AQB&B52012, p. 4-6.

(144 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002 ( Art. 76, Art. 100, Art. 138ammehQusman A.SThe
Constitutional Law of The Gamhi®652010,pp. 118119; 207212; Express Tribune (Th&pambian president
sacks Pakistani chief justice, May 2015 (url); News24 Gambian presidensacked Supreme Court judges,
29.06.2015url).

(145 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 215; African Arguments, Whatdoels Bave

to gain by making The Gambia an Islamic Repulf&2anuary2016 LievenSamuel] | DI Y6 A S & QI dzii 2 LINR Of

« Etat islamique », 1Becember2015.

(146 US DoSInternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 200%ugust 2016 Url); Gambia (The),
Constitution, 1997, reprinted 20021(), Chapter I, p. 12.

(**7) Voice of America (The), Gambian President Jammeh Says He Will Not Step Down, 20 Decembsdy; 2016 (
Africa Confidentialsambia at the clifedge, 18December2016(url); BAMF,Briefing Notes, &ebruary2017 (url).

(148 Perfect, DavidThe Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 May 20),7( 330.; allAfrica,
Gambia: Govt Announces Robust Institutional & Constitutional Reforms, 25 July 2017.

(149 For the current discussion about amending the constitution, Beént (The), Gambia needs new constitution,

1 June 2017ufl); Point(The) The 11th Proposal and demands of the opposition for electoral and constitutional
reform, 11July2017(url); Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. 149, 386; PDOIS, A Third
Republic for a New Beginning, 201#¢ T 5F At & bSgadzr ¢KS ¢KANR wSLlzmtAO 27
guidance notes, 29 January 20Lirl).

(139 Gambia (TheMinistry of JusticgTwitter], 11 July 201url).

(159 Perfect, David, Historical DictionarfyThe Gambia, 2016, pp. 2241, 346.


https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
https://tribune.com.pk/story/885678/gambian-president-sacks-pakistani-chief-justice/
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/Gambian-president-sacked-Supreme-Court-judges-20150629-2
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/a/gambian-president-yahya-jammeh-refuses-to-step-down/3644754.html
http://www.africa-confidential.com/article-preview/id/11857/Gambia_at_the_cliff-edge
http://www.refworld.org/publisher,DEU_FOMA,,,58a1d2464,0.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/gambia-needs-new-constitution
http://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/the-11th-proposal-and-demands-of-the-opposition-for-electoral-and-constitutional-reform
http://pdois.com/index.php/forwardgambia/agriculture-industry
http://dailynews.gm/africa/gambia/banjul/article/the-third-republic-of-the-gambia-presidents-transition-guidance-notes-1
https://twitter.com/Gambia_MOJ/status/884822555701518336
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in 1994, The Gambia did not have a president until 1996 and was governed by the military
Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council (AFRRIG)y Yahya Jammefi®?

The Republic of The Gambia has had three presstke date:

Dawda Jawara: 197@ cpcpn @ t F NI &Y t S2LJ S@x t NPINBaairgds
Yahya Jammeh: 1998)17. Party: Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and
Construction (APRQ}*)

1 Adama Barrow: since 2017. Party: United Democratic Party ((JP)

T
T

According to the 1997 constitution, the president is the head of state, head of government
andcommander in chieff the armed forces(**®) Expresident Jammeh also took on the role
of Defence Minister(**") President Barrow still heads the Ministry of Defen(*°?)

The president appoints the viggesident and the ministeréSecretaries of Stategnd leads
them. The president, viepresident and ministers form the cabinet. According to the current
constitution, the office of prime minister no longer exigitsvas abolished in 1974@hen The
Gambia became a republiclhe cabinet or the president alone can exercise executive power.
(**9) The ministries and the current ministers are listed on the official website of the Office of
the President(1%9)

The presidentlso appoints five members of parliament, the judges of the superior courts,
the regional governorghe district chiefs $eyfo pl. Seyfol), the chairmen and members of
the Public Service Commission, the administrative ombudsman and the head and members
the Independent Electoral Commissi¢iEQ. (3°) The president is directly elected by the
people for five years on the basis of a majority of votes. The current constitution does not
restrict the term of office(*%?)

1.6.2 President Adama Barrow

Barrow was born in 1965 and grew up in the village of Mankamang KutitaJmaralistrict
of the Upper River Regiof?®) His father is a Mandinka and his mother is from the Fula ethnic
group. He is married with two wives, one of whom, Fatoumatta BaloRais the First Lady

(*59 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp7.36

(1539) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pg22B7

(159 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 201@28231.

(155 Gambia (The), Office of The President, The President, @8l)7 BBC, Gambia elections: Presidetdct
'REYE . FNNRgQa fATMH). ad2NBEX M WIHydzZZ NBE HaAaMT O

(159 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@);7Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002
(url), Art. 61.

(157) Gambia (Theptate House Onlin®ffice of The Presiden2015(url).

(158) Ganbia (The), State House Online, Ghana Armed Forces Command and Staff College Students Called on
President Barrow, 20 April 201drl).

(159 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002) (Art. 76.

(169 Gambia (The), Office of the President, The Cabinet, 201)7

(16 Jammeh, Ousman A.S. , The Constitutional Law of The Gambi2d8$52012, p. 61; Gambia (The),
Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002i(), Art. 42, 58, 70, 172.

(169 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@8);7Gambia (The), Constitution, 199%lJ, art. 70, al.

3, art. 71, al. 3, art. 73, al. 1; UNDESA, Gambia (The), Public Administration Country Profile, August);2004 (
Republic of the Gambia: Office of the President, The Cabirgtt(url); Daily Observer, Dodou Bammy Jagne is
New Secretary General July 2016yrl); Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2008 (Art. 63, 76; Voice

of America, Gambia Defends Arrests of Opposition Leader and Supporters, 18 AprilrB016 (

(163) Gambia (The), State House Onlifiag President, 201(rl) ; Jeune AfriqueGambie La fulgurante ascension
RQ! RI Y I . JanNawPo&7Iurl)HPerfect,David. The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath,
25 May 2017yrl), p. 325.


http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-president/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38185428
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://qanet.gm/statehouse/president.html
http://statehouse.gov.gm/news/ghana-armed-forces-command-and-staff-college-students-called-on-president-barrow/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-cabinet/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan023265.pdf
http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-cabinet/
http://observer.gm/dodou-bammy-jagne-is-new-secretary-general/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/content/gambia-defends-arrests-of-opposition-leader-and-supporters/3290083.html
http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-president/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/mag/396154/politique/gambie-fulgurante-ascension-dadama-barrow/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
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of The Gambig*®%) He was a businessman and worked in the real estate sector in Great Britain
and The Gambia. He administered the finances ofWinéded Democratic Party (UDRjuyt
otherwise had little involvement in politics. The msition parties unexpectedly nominated

him as the presidential candidate in October 2016 after the founder of the UDP antklomg
NAGIE 2F WFEYYSKI hdzalAy2dz 5FNb2Sz 4l a I NNBadSR
(259 Barrow left the UDP to emplsise the independence of his candidayd stood as an
independent He announced that he would restrict his term of office and would stand down

as president after three years as leader of the transitional governni&ftHe was elected
President of The Gadboia on 1 December 2016. Following the constitutional and military crisis,

on 19 January 2017 he was sworn in as third President of The Gambia at the Gambian embassy
in Senegal. He returned to The Gambia on 26 January £037.

1.6.3 Expresident Yahya Jammeh

Yahya Jammeh was born in 1965 and grew up in Kanilai lrotker River DivisionHe is from

the Jla ethnic group and has married three times. He was a wrestler and an officer in the
Gambia National Gendarmerie (GNfBY the Gambia National Army (GN@&5®) He came to

power on 22 July 1994 in a bloodless coup and led the mikltlaned Force®rovisional Ruling
Council for two years. In 1996 he was elected president in an election which was considered
to be far from free and fair(*%®) His position was confined in 2001, 2006 and 2011. He led

his party, theAlliance for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction (APfR®n its foundation

in 1996.(179

Jammeh increasingly distanced himself from the west and its values and issued some
surprising and bizarre staments.(*"Y) From 2015 onwards he called hims#is Excellency

Sheikh Professor Alhaji Dr. Yahya ABdil T AT WS Ydza Wdzy 1 dzy.#)WF YYSK . |0
After losing the presidential election and the ensuing political and constitutional crisis, he left

the cauntry on 21 January 2017. Equatorial Guinea, where he went into exile, has not signed

(164 Gambia (The)Qffice of The Presideffirst Lady2017 (url).

(169 Perfect, David, The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 May®0b7 325.

(166) Gambia (The), State HouSmline, The President, 201(rl); Jeune AfriqueGambie La fulgurante asmsion

RQ! RIYI . JarNaRO&7Iur)#BBCD I YO Al Q& WI YYSK f2a8a G2 ! REYE . NNBS
December 2017ufl); BBC, Gambia elections: Presidént SOG ! RIF Yl . I NNR6Qa uf)A TS &G2NBI

(167) Gambia (The), State House Onlifiae President2017 2017(url); JeuneAfrique, La fulgurante ascension

RQ! RI'YI . JarNawRO&7Iur)BBCDI YO Al Q& WI YYSK t2a8a G2 ! RIEYL I NN2 &
December 2017ufl); BBC, Gambia elections: Presidéit SOG ! RF Yl . | NNR 6 Qa uh);NZ&ZS &02NEZ M
Jammeh verkiindet Riicktritt, Zlanuan2017(ur); BBCPD I Yo Al Q& y S t N&wakireShoe 26RF YI . |
January 2017ufl); KAS<Gambia is backta stabilité de la Gambie, un enjeu pour le Sénégal, Feb2Gar (url);

Perfect, David, The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its AfterBtatMay 2017 ufl), p. 329.

(168) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pg2228

(169 Perfect, David and Hughes, Arnold, Gambian Electoral Politics:208&0) 2013, pp. 987; Saine, Abdoulaye

and Ceesay, Ebrima, Pa3bup Politics and Authoritarianism in The Gambia: 139, 2013, pp. 154184, 159

161; Saine, Aboudaye, The Pacaxdbf ThirdWave Democratization in Africa: The Gambia Under AFERCT Rule,

19942008, 2009, pp. 281;Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World,Africa South of the Sahara

2016, 2015, p. 525.

(179 Perfect, DavidHistorical Dictionary ofhe Gambia, 201p. 31, 228229 Kairouz, MatthieuCe joura : le

HH 2dzAffSi moppnT |, K&l WYY IHy2068)Y LI NS Rdz L2 dz@2ANJ Sy DI Y
W 1 dzA GAYS bAlflF&as Sié fodx 1dzi2ONIOes aAadNIGAZ2ySE FyR (KS
(url), pp. 326 Jammeh claimed that he was the crowned king of The Gambia and announced that deevoain

president for a billion years. Only Allah could end his rule. He developed obscure healing methods and declared

that he could cure HIV/AIDS, cancer, tuberculosis, epilepsy and infeRiéitfect, David, Historical Dictionary of

The Gambia, 2016. 230; Guardian (The), Bitter medicine: how Gambian president claims to cure Aids, 22

February 2007ur)T W2 f f 2F b S6aX DI YoAl Qa WIYYSK w@n)Saassidy, L+ [/ dzNB /
Rebecca, Contested Status: The Politics of HIV Treatment in The G20d8igp. 291- 324.

(72 For a list oWl Y'Y $fiz€sand titlesGambia (Th State House Online, The President, 2Qd%); Perfect,

David,Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 231.


http://statehouse.gov.gm/first-lady/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-president/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/mag/396154/politique/gambie-fulgurante-ascension-dadama-barrow/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38183906
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38185428
http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-president/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/mag/396154/politique/gambie-fulgurante-ascension-dadama-barrow/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38183906
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38185428
https://www.nzz.ch/international/hochspannung-in-gambia-jammeh-geht-offenbar-ins-exil-ld.141076
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38755897
http://www.kas.de/wf/de/33.47824/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/342596/politique/jour-22-juillet-1994-yahya-jammeh-sempare-pouvoir-gambie/
https://academic.oup.com/afraf/article-abstract/116/463/321/3067738/Autocracy-migration-and-The-Gambia-s-unprecedented?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/feb/22/aids.international
https://jollofnews.com/2016/01/19/gambia-s-jammeh-renews-hiv-cure-claim/
http://statehouse.gov.gm/the-president/
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the Rome Statute of the Internation@riminalCourt. If Jammeh were to be accused of crimes
against humanity or other serious crimes, the country would not have to ditérd&im. (*'5)
Nevertheless, the new government ponders the possibility of an extradition reqtiéfst.

1.7 Legislature

1.7.1 President

According to the constitution, the holder of legislative power is the president, not the
parliament.(*’%) Laws passed by the parliament require the president's assent. If the president
does not assent, the bill is passed back to the parlian{éf}.

1.7.2 Parliament

The National Assemblis a singlechamber parliament(*’") The president directly appoints
five membes. (*’®) The voters elect the other members of parliament on the basis of a
majority of votes (until 2012: 48 of the 53 seats; from 2017: 53 of the 58 s€dfsParties
which take part in elections must be registerdgtf’) Since 2015, parliamentary candida
must pay a deposit in order to stand for election which has been increased tf@dty*8Y)

The nine registered parties in 2016/17 (before and after the change of governniépt):

Abbreviation Name Leader (before the Party Party symbol
change of colour
government)
UDP United Democratic Ousainou Darboe  Yellow Handshake
Party
APRC Alliance for Before the change Green Palm tree
Patriotic of government: against black
Reorientation and Yahya Jammeh. background
Construction After the change of
government:
Interim leader

(173 Africa Research Bulletin, The Gambia, Jammeh Leaves Power, 6 Februa@ri20p721275; Hartmann,
Christof, ECOWAS and the Restoration of Democracy in The Gambia, Januawy|R@l®Q;Perfect, David, The
Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 May @0f)7p. 329.

(™ {YoObSgaxzr DI YoAl Yiliodfrom BobdtoriaMBuiaa K Tk 2qBmE Stantlard (The),
WEYYSK O2dZA R 68 SEGMINRAGSR AFXDPE HT WdzZ & HAamT

(175 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002)( Art. 100; Jammeh, Ousman A.S., Toastitutional
Law of The Gambia 19910, p. 146.

(179 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002) ( Art. 100.

(1"") Gambia (The), National Asselylof the Republic of The Gambia, last updated December 2616 Rerfect,
David,Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 20p6304.

(178 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002)( Art. 88; Perfect, Davidistorical Dictionary of The
Gambia, 2016p. 304.

(179 Gambia (The), IEC, The Gambia National Assembly Election Results, 6 Afuillg@aily Observer, GMC,
NCP, GPDP Win No Seat As UDP Sweeps Parliamentary Polls, 10 Afnil)2017

(189 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2008)( Art. 60; Gambia (The), IEC, How to Register a Party,
2017 (url); Inter-Parliamentary Union, The Gambia, National Assembly, 11 April @of);7Perfect, David, The
Gambian 2016 Peidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 May 2qu®), Vol. 106, No. 3, p. 329.

(18 Library of Congress, Gambia: Increased Monetary Deposit Requirements for Electiaa@andi July 2015
(url); Perfect, Davidistorical Dictionary of The Gambia, 20A6136.

(182 CIA, The World Factbookhe Gambia, 19 June 201ilf; Gambia (The), IEC, The Gambia, Registered Parties,

n.d. (url).


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-825X.2017.07441.x/epdf
https://journals.sub.uni-hamburg.de/giga/afsp/article/view/1022
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/07/27/gambia-may-seek-jammehs-extradition-equatorial-guinea/
http://standard.gm/site/2017/07/27/jammeh-could-be-extradited-if/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://assembly.gov.gm/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://iec.gm/voting/national-assembly-results/
https://observergm.com/gmc-ncp-gpdp-win-no-seat-as-udp-sweeps-parliamentary-polls/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://iec.gm/political-parties/how-to-register-a-party/
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/reports/2117_A.htm
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/gambia-increased-monetary-deposit-requirements-for-election-candidates/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
http://iec.gm/political-parties/registered-parties/
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Fabakary Tombong
Jatta(*8d)
GDC Gambia Democratic Mama Kandeh Purple Open alabash
Congress in two hands
PPP Peoples Progressiv: Yaya Ceesay Hot pink  Axe and hoe
Party
GMC Gambia Moral Mai Fatty (Interior Red Eight white
Congress Minister since stars
2017)
GPDP Gambia Party for ~ Sarja Jarjou Orange Two elephants
Democracy and
Progress
NCP National Badara Sidibeh White Boat
Convention Party
NRP National Hamat Bah Blue White cow
Reconciliation Party
PDOIS t S2 L) SQa Sidia Jatta Brown Sun with 16
Democratic rays
Organisatiorfor
Independence and
Socialism

Each party is assigned a colour. This colour is important during the election process: voters

cast their votes in the form of a small marble painted in the colour of their chosenwwhith

they place in a containet KS WRNHzY YR YINDBtSQ LINRPOSaa 27F @;
nationwide election of 196Q%%

National Assembly elections were held in 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012 and 2017. Some of the
opposition parties boycotted the electis.(**)! y G Af wHAaMH W YYSKQa LI NIeézx
clear majority of seats (1997: 33 of 45 seats, 2002: 45 of 48 seats, 2007: 42 of 48 seats, 2012:

43 of 45 seats)%)

(183 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@);-dnegambiaT ombong Jattalnterim leader of APRC

The new Government seize all our vehid¥sutube], posted o1 April 201qurld T ClF Gdz bSG#2N] 060¢KSO X
DFYOoAlLIZ ¢S gAft ONBI (8 TohBoag JAB, 49 Masfia2d@).S 2 L2 aAGA2Y Q

(189 Gambia (The), IEC, Election 2016, Handbook for Polling Official(2D1pp. 6, 1920, 29;Perfect, David,

Historical Dictioary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 125.

(189 The UDP boycotted the National Assembly elections in 2002 and all opposition parties boycotted them in 2012.

Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 136; David Perfect and Arnold Hughes, Trenton, N

Gambian Electoral Politics: 198012, 2013, pp. 9104.

(189 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, ppl3@%erfect, David and Hughes, Arnold,

Gambian Electoral Politics: 192012 2013, pp. 9104.


https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBV0JNGwlyo
http://fatunetwork.net/new-gambia-will-create-new-responsible-opposition-tombong-jatta/
http://iec.gm/download/iec-hand-book/
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Women are underepresented in the parliament: three women were elected in 2012 and
2017. In addition, three of the five people who Barrow was able to appoint directly as
members of parliament in 2017 under the constituti@#) are women.(*8)

Following the change of government in early 2017, the voter turnout for the legislative
elections inApril 2017 was42.7% - significantly lower than the 59% recorded for the
presidential election four months previousk{® The coalition of opposition parties which
helped Adama Barrow to election victory in the presidential election in December 2016 had
collapsed prior to the elections. The UDP, Adama Barrow's party, won the election, gaining 31
of the 53 seats. The former governing party ofpegsident Jammeh suffered severe losses
and only gainedive seats. The other seats were distributed as folloWRPfive seats, GDC

five seats, PDOW8ur seats, PPRvo seats, an independemine seat.(**)

1.8 Judicary

There are several legal bases for the administration of justice: formal legislation (constitution,
enacted legislation), the relevant court rulingi€nglish common law), customary lamd
Islamic law $harig. (*°Y)

Islamic law is used in the Sharia cou@adi courtsand district courtgdistrict tribunals)in
family matters (marriage, divorce, inheritance) relating to Muslii¥§.Sharia and customary
law are applied in the district cour{gistrict tribunals)and in hearings byillage councils
Customary law plays an important role in clan and land disp(#&k.

The court system is as follow®*)

9 Superior courts:
0 Supreme cour{'%)

(187) Gambia (The), Constitutip 1997, reprinted 2002utl), Art. 88;Perfect, David and Hughes, Arnold, Gambian
Electoral Politics: 19620122013, p. 104Gambia (The), IECh&fGambiaNational Assembly election result$

April 2017, n.d(url).

(188) Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, ppl3®5EU, Election Observation Mission To
The Gamla, Preliminary Statement, 8 April 2017, p.Syiss Embassy in Daksenegal, witten communication

with the SEM, 20 April 2017Gambia (The), IEC, The Gambia National Assembly Election Réstfis| 2017,
Nation Voter Tornout, n.durl); Perfect, David, The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 May
2017(url), p. 327.

(189 Africa ResearclBulletin, The Gambjalegislative Elections, 12 May 20@#l), pp. 2139421395 Daily
Observer, GMC, NCP, GPDP Win No Seat As UDP Sweeps Parliamentary Poll201G7 @pijil

(199 Gambia (The), IEC, The Gambia National AssembhjoEIResults, 6 April 201(@rl); Freedom Newspaper,
DFYOAIFY 1 & al22NJ +20SNJ ! LI K& DNBSGa DIFYOoAlFrQa [S3AAatl dAD
Lead In The Polls; PPP, PD@KE@DC Win Big!, 6 April 20(il); Daily Observer, GMCQAR, GPDP Win No Seat

As UDP Sweeps Parliamentary Polls, 10 April 201)7 Sey,Baboucary Official results: the National Assembly
elections official rests, 7 April, 2017Perfect, David, The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath,
25 May2017(url), p. 329.

(199 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002 (Art. 7;Jammeh, Ousman A.S., The Constitutional Law
of The Gambia 1968010, 2012p. 95.

(199 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2008)( Art. 137, 137A; US DoBternational Religious
Freedom Report, The Gambia 2015 August 2016url).

(199 Jammeh, Ousman A.S., The Constitutional Law of The Gambi2096pp. 175177; Access Gambia, Alkalo
(Alikaloo)¢ Village Chief, 201{rl); Daily Observer, 16 Alkalolu Trained on Customary Law, 22 March(@017
Saho, Bald€hallenges an@onstrains: Forced Marriagas a Form of <Traditional> Practice inthe Gafdtia H n mc X
pp. 190194.

(1949 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002)( Art. 120;,Jammeh, Ousman A.S., The Constitutional
Law of The Gambia 19910, 2012pp. 9395.

(199 In 1999 the Supreme Court withGhief Justicand a maximum of 5 judges replaced Bepreme Courfrom

the British colonial period and since then haseh the highest court and the final court of appeal. It rules on


https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://iec.gm/voting/national-assembly-results/
http://iec.gm/voting/national-assembly-results/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-825X.2017.07596.x/epdf
https://observergm.com/gmc-ncp-gpdp-win-no-seat-as-udp-sweeps-parliamentary-polls/
http://iec.gm/voting/national-assembly-results/
http://www.freedomnewspaper.com/gambia-as-major-voter-apathy-greets-gambias-legislative-elections-main-opposition-udp-had-a-comfortable-lead-in-the-polls-ppp-pdois-and-gdc-win-big/
https://observergm.com/gmc-ncp-gpdp-win-no-seat-as-udp-sweeps-parliamentary-polls/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm
http://www.accessgambia.com/information/alkalo-chief.html
https://observergm.com/16-alkalolu-trained-on-customary-law/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
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o Courts of appeal
o High courts
o Special criminal cout®)
9 Lower courts
0 Magistrates courts
0 Sharia courts (Cadi courts)
o District tribunals
1 Martial courts for military matters(*)

The President of The Gambia appoints the judges tatiperior courtsthe Director of Public
Prosecutionsind theAttorney Generalwho is also Justice Minist€t%®) Expresident Jammeh
appointed sixteen justice ministers between seizing power in the military coup of 1994 and
2016.(*%9

The constitution guarantees all citizeascess to an independent justice system and the right
to defence.(**®) The opposition, human rights organisations and diaspora media questioned
the independence of the justice system under Jammeh and criticised thiedahing powers

of the president. Theycomplained about the lack of judges and their corruption,
incompetence and partiality, particularly in the lower couf(ts?)

Following the change of government in early 2017, Barrow announced that he would reverse
Jammeh's decision to withdraw The Gamfbiam the International Criminal Cour(?®? He
appointed a former special envoy and a prosecutor atltiternational Criminal Tribunal for
Rwandao the highest positions in the Gambian justice system. Aboubacarr Marie Tambedou
became Justice Minister andittorney General %% Hassan Bubacar Jallow became Chief
Justice of the&supreme Cour(?*%) Barrow declared that these were signs of the independence
of the judiciary and steps on the way to institutional and legal refd#t).

Nevertheless, at the end of Ap2017 Amnesty Internationatalled on the government to
carry out reforms and provide more resources in the following areas of the justice system: to
strengthen the independence and impartiality of the justice system; to support organisations
such as tk National Agency for Legal AMALA, the Gambia Bar Associati@md theFemale
Lawyers Association Gambta ensure that torture is included as an offence in the Criminal

appeals referred by the appeal courts and actions relating to presidential and parliamentary elePtofest,

David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 2&iimeh, Ousman A.She Constitutional Law of The

Gambia 1962010, 2012p. 100.

(199 Since its reinstatement in 199€e special criminal courhas dealt with economic crimePerfect, David,

Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 251.

(199 Jammeh, Ousman A.S., Then€&titutional Law of The Gambia 198610, 2012 pp.9395, 103104; Perfect,

David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 251.

(198) Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002) (Art. 84, 134, 138.

(199 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pg2252

(299 Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2082 (Art. 33, 120.

(2% Crime and Society, A comparative criminology tour of the warltl (url); Fatu Network (The), The Gambian

Judiciary Crippled By Lack Of Judges and Magistrates, 27 OctobefuBD1See also Perfect, David, Historical

Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 252.

(299 EUISS, Beyortde ICC exit crisis, December 2018l)( Africanews, The Gambia will remain in the ICC

President Barrow confirms, 9 February 20ai)( HRWGambia Rejoins ICC, E@&bruary2017 (url).

(293 SmbcNews, Gambia: Six new Supreme Court Judges appointed, 28 Apiudd17 { Yo Ob S6a3 DI YOALl Q:
Attorney General seeks removal of death penalty frontigessystem, 20 February 20{t).

4 FEf! FNRAOFS DFYOALFY t NB&aARSY dn CerembMPofiti @hief{Jisticd, 3% Sy (i 5 dzNJR
February 2017url); SmbcNews, Gambia: Six new Supreme Court Judges appointed, 28 ApfilrB017

(299 Perfect, David, The Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 Maur?0p7 330; allAfrica,

DFYOAIY t NBaARSegitDuring tiISRenrthin Cefetnbny of the Chief Justice, 17 February 2017

whT {YoObSgas DIFYoAlIQa ! Gi2NySe DSYySNrf as8sS1a NBY20IFt 27
(url).
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http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/faculty/rwinslow/africa/gambia.html
http://fatunetwork.net/the-gambian/
http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/beyond-the-icc-exit-crisis/
http://www.africanews.com/2017/02/09/the-gambia-will-remain-in-the-icc-president-barrow-confirms/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/17/gambia-rejoins-icc
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/04/28/gambia-six-new-supreme-court-judges-appointed/
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/02/20/gambias-attorney-general-seeks-removal-of-death-penalty-from-justice-system/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201702170538.html
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/04/28/gambia-six-new-supreme-court-judges-appointed/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2017.1326627
http://allafrica.com/stories/201702170538.html
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Code and to make statements obtained under torture inadmissible in judicial @doogs.
(%)

Under Jammeh the justice system suffered from great uncertaint® Ol dza S 2 F
insecurity of tenure and the tendency of Jammeh to appdoreign judgesrather than

Gambiango the Supreme Court(?’?) In April 2017 President Barrow appointed six Gambian
judges to the Supreme Cou(t®)

1.8.1 Detention and prisons

The Ministry of the Interior is responsible for prisof¥®) The legal basis for prisons is
regulated by Act 18/195@risons Act)?9)

There are hree official state prisons:

1 The Mile Two central prison in Banjul. In 2015 this prison had an official capacity of
450 and housed 817 prisoners. Special facilities include the only wing for women in
The Gambia and the security win@Y) Prisoners with lng sentences were held at
Mile Two, and prisoners with a death sentence in the security wing of Mile (Ffjo

1 The Jeshwang prison near Banjul. In 2015 it had an official capacity of 150 and housed
201 inmates. A special facility is the wing for juveni€$

1 The prison in Janjanbureh/Georgetown. In 2015 it had an official capacity of 50 and
held 88 inmates(*'9)

In addition to the three official prisons, there are prisons or prison cells in many police
stations.(?'% According to information from human rights organisations, during the Jammeh
administration theNational Drug Enforcement Agen@yDEA) and th&lational Intelligence
Agency(NIA) operated prisons with no legal basis (§==tion1.9.3 National Intelligence
Agency. (%9

During the Jammeh regime, The Gambia only allowed sporadic visits to prisons by external
institutions. (*") For example, the International Committee of the R&mbss (ICRC) was given
access to prisoners until 2006 but this then ceag&8.In 2014 a UN special rapporteur was

(2% Al, Human Rights Priorities For The New Gambian Governgg&april 2017 (url).

(297 Perfect, DavidThe Gambian 2016 Presidential Election and its Aftermath, 25 May 2@}, (330.

(2%8) Africa Research Bulletin, The Gambia, 14 June @007 p. 21429; SmbcNews, Gambia: Six new Supreme
Court Judges appointed, 28 April 2QLn).

(299 Access Gambia, Ministry of Interiard. (url).

(219 GambigThe), Laws of The Gambia, Prisons, Act 18 of 1953, L.R.O. Januay1990 (

(?1) ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, June @OD0pp. 2:29; UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 2 March(@d.p. 7.

(319 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, 2 March 20X8rl), p. 13; ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, Jung(@00®. 11.

(213 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, 2 March 20X&rl), p. 13.

(214 ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, June @@00pp. 2934.

(219 ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, June @000pp. 1518, 3435.

(219 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, 2 March@5(url), p. 7; HRW, State of Fear, 16 September 20d} pp. 1-2, 9, 2534,

47-60.

(317) UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, 2 March 201(brl); Africa Research Bulletin, The Gambia, Secret Prisons, 28 February
2010; ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, June(@p0

(#18) After afailed attempted couged by Colonel Ndure Chaim 2006 the ICRC was no longer granted access to
prisoners in The Gambia. See the annual reports of the regional office of the ICRC inCR&arAnnual Report
2006, 11 June 200@i(), p. 152; ICRC, Annual Report 2007, 11 June 20080 155.

2dzR3S


https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr27/6123/2017/en/
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http://www.accessgambia.com/information/interior-department.html
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https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/16/state-fear/arbitrary-arrests-torture-and-killings
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=search&docid=550827ed7&skip=0&query=Jungler&coi=GMB
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/432_1181636583_22316-gambia-english.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/annual-report/icrc-annual-report-2006.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/annual-report/icrc-annual-report-2006.htm
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able to visit prisons, although on a limited basis. The observer was refused access to the
security wing at theMile Twoprison and to secttecells in certain police stations or quarters

of the NIA or the NDEA. The UN special rapporteur states in his report that the prisons were
overcrowded and that prisoners were detained for many years without trial for minor
offences. The sanitary faciliseand medical care were inadequate, and food was in short
supply and of poor quality. Family members could bring in food for prisoners on remand
(awaiting trial), but not for convicted prisoners. There was no employment for political
prisoners or those wit a long term of imprisonmentThe use of @itary confinementof
deathrow and lifeterm prisonerdn the security wing of th&lile Twoprisonwasconsidered
torture by the UN special rapporteLf*®) According to various reports, many of the detainees

in Gambian prisons were imprisoned for drtgjated offencesManywere not Gambians but
nationals of other countrieg?%°)

Following the change of government in early 2017, the new Interior Minister with
responsibility for prisons, Mai Fatty, and the Justiti@ister/Attorney General, ABubacarr
Marie Tamkedou, visited theMile Twoprison, accompanied by the pre¢%?l) In February and
March 2017 around 270 prisoners were amnestied and released. Interior Minister Fatty
promised that new detention centres whichet international standards would be set (#?)

It is not known when this will take placg?)

1.9 Security forces, army, police

The Gambia Armed Forcag&GAF)are responsible for the country's security from external
threats. They are responsible to tfi@efence Minister/Presideni??%) The GAF includes the
army, the navy and the air force. Thational guard Gambia National Guayds also part of
the GAF.

The state security service, tiNational Intelligence AgengiXIA), is directly responsible to the
President.(??9

The Gambia Police Forg&PF) has the task of maintaining security within the country and
reports to the Interior Minister(*%9)

(319 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment or punishment, 2 March 201(brl), pp. 8, 1315; Africa Research Bulletin, The Gambia, Secret Prisons,

28 February 2010; ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, Jun@p@p. 2129.

(229 In 2002 66.7% of inmates were not Gambian nationalsrld Prison BriefWorld Prison Brief datadGambia,

n.d. (url); UN Human Right€ouncil, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or

degrading treatment or punishment, 2 March 20(L&l), p. 13.

(?®) Fatu Network (The), Interior & Justice ministers unexpectedly visit Mile Il Prison, 13 Februarfurd917

JollowNews, Sickening Picturgsd A RS DI YO Al Q&4 aAf S ¢ ¢ué); PoiNITReR yCorklitiomss C S 6 Nzl NJ
at Mile Two Prison poor>, 14 Februa2@17(url); Inside and outside pictures of the Mile 2 prison are available at

ARJazeeral t 221 AYAARS DI Y0 A [roudube]Febrya2E7(ud).A £ S H LINRA2Y

(4% Point(The), Gambia: 98 Prisoners Released From Mile 2 Prison, 3 MarcliuB}1Reuters, Gambia frees

nearly 100 prisoners from Jammeh era, 3 Ma26i.7 (rl).

(3%3 Foroyaa Newspaper, Interior Minister Laments on Deplorable Condition of Mile Two Prisons, 10 July 2017

(url).

(224 Until now, all Gambian presidents have also been defence ministers during their presiGampia (The),

State House Online, Office of The President, 2QtB; SmbcNewsPresident Barromh @ DI YO Al Qa4 aAyAad G4SN
Defense, 20uly2017 (url).

(2% Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002 ( Sector 191.

(228 Access Gambia, Ministry of Interior, n(dtl); Gamlia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 20Q2l), Sector

178.
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1.9.1 Gambia Armed Force$GAF)

The Gambia does not have military conscripti@ff) Men and women can enlist voluntayil
at the age of 18(%%9

According to the constitution, the GAF consists of the agiye Gambia National Arm{GNA)

¢ the navy and the air forcg??®) Each section of the armed forces has its own commander.
Former institutions such as th@ambia Field Foecand the Gambia National Gendarmerie
(GNGhave been dissolved or transferred into the new structu(&s)

The armed forces are responsible to the Defence Minister/President. In addition to the office
of commandesin-chief of the armed forces to which heas entitled under the constitution,

(*Y ex-president Jammeh also assumed the office of Defence MinigtdrPresident Barrow

still heads the Ministry of Defenc€®)

The GNA has an estimated strength ¢d0D to 2500 personnel(*®¥) It is divided into tvo

infantry battalions, aSy 3A Yy SSNXQ A& &lj dzFf RNR2 Y. () VhR army isshdsBd A RSy G A |
in Yundum, close to Banjul international airpdft®) Other military bases are documented in

Fajara, Yundun, Kudang, Farafenni and Basse. There may be @feBaurces disagree on

wether the army has a distinct air force or n@®¢) There is a small navy. The arpyssesses

atleast a dozen ships and aircrdf£® The new army leadership has distanced itself from the

past. (%49

The existence of anational guard (Gambian National Guardy not laid down in the
constitution. It was legitimised in 2008 in tii@ambia Armed Forces Bifi*) The National

(227) Access Gambi@efence & Military in Gambia,d. (url).

(228) Access Gambi@efence & Military in Gambia, n.gurl).

(229 The GAF was established by the Gambia Armed Forces Act ofla@88eh, OusmaA.S., The Constitutional

Law of The Gambia 196910, 2012, p.103; Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002 $ectors 186

190.

(239 TheGambiaField Forceexisted from 1958 to 1983. THeambia National Gendarmerie (GN&X)sted from

1983 to 1992Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, ppl 183

(23 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@);7Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002
(url), Art. 61.

(239 Gambia (Theltate House Onlin®ffice of The President, 2015r1).

(233 Gambia (The), State House Online, Ne@isana Armed Forces Command and Staff College Students Called
on President Barrow, 20 April 20{tl).

(234 According t02016 official figures, the armyas circal,900 soldiers. Access Gambia, Defence & Military in
Gambia,updated 2016(url); The Historical Dictionary of The Gambia gtlte strength of the army at ,800
personnel in 2016Perfect, DavidHistorical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p;lattordindto2 I NJ wS&a A 4G SNE Q
International, Country reporand updates, Gambia, last revision 27 July 1@88, the entire Gambian armed
forces in 1998vasjust 800 persanel.

(239 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 171.

(239 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pgl 2T7.0

(237 GlobalSecurity.org, The Gambia Armed Forces, 2 Decembef@18ccessGambiaDefence & Military in
Gambia, 201url).

(2% GlobalSecurity.org, The Gambia Armed Fsrc2 December 2016uill); Transparency International,
Government Defence An@orruption Index 2015, The Garapind. (url);! Y 1 2YS hT¥FFAO0SQa / 2dzy i NE
Information (COI) Report, The Gambia, 5 NovemBé&i3 (url), p. 8 Gambia (The)l.aws of theGambia The
Gambia Armed Forces, 19@@1), p. 10.

(239 For detailed figures and a list of the war materidishe Gambian navy and air force, s&@obalSecurtiy.org,

The Gambia Armed Forces, 2 December 20§ TheGambiahadno AirForke | OO2 NRAyYy 3 G2 GKS 'Y | 2)
County of Origin Information (COI) Report, The Gambia, 5 Novemd@t3 (url), p. 8, quoting from the
subscription basetHS Jane's Sentinel Security Country Assessmetats da

(249 Foroyaa Newspaper, GAF Dissociates itself from July 22 Celelaritilitary chief say, 27 July 201arl).

(24 DefenceWeb, The Gambia, 10 June 2@tf3.
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Guard consists of th&tate Guard(**) the Special Forceand the Guards Battalionlt is
estimated that the Natioal Guard was 700 to,d00 strong during the Jammeh regin&?)

From fear of conspiracy and coup attempts;pEgsident Jammeh replaced the commanders
of the armed forces frequently or moved them to different positions and functiGff$ There
were several attempted coups against Jammeh. Hmorical Dictionary of The Gambists
the three most serious attempts as follow$*) the attempted coup in 1994, led by Basiru
Barrow, (>*9) the one in 2006, led by Ndure Chg#’) and the one in 2014, led byamin
Sanneh (%)

1.9.2 National Intelligence Agency (NIA)

The state security service, tidational Intelligence AgengiNIA), has existed since 1995, the
time of the provisional government without a constitution. Its legal basis was Decree 45/1995.
(** The NIlAreplaced the previoudNational Security Servicdts purpose initially was to
identify threats within the army. The decree gave the NIAéaching powers of surveillance
and arrest(**®) The NIA was legitimised in the 1996 constitution and placed undeditiect
control of the president(*®Y)

The NIA headquarters were in Banj@t? According to human rights organisations, the NIA
ran its own extralegal detention facilities in Banjul and other pla@&s.

Human rights organisations and the opposition rejeeidy accused the NIA of crimes such as
excessive use of force, illegal arrest, torture and kill{fid. In 2014 a UN special rapporteur
was able to visit selected Gambian prisons and speak to witnesses. Access to the NIA

(249 The state guard guarded strategically important points such as the State House, the PresideniraKditiilai

and the Denton Bridge | dzf GAY X DbA{flF&azX S Ifodx ! dzi20NF 08 aAdNI GA2
9t SOGA2Y QY wippp.8824B2RK HAMT 0

(243 GlobalSecurity.org, The Gambia Armed Forces, 2 December@@i®efenceWeb, The Gambia, 10 June
2013 (url).

(?*%) GlobalSecurity.org, The Gambia Armed Forces, 2 Decembe(2016

(249 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 229.

(249 Basiru Barrow was killed in 1994 during the coup attempt against the transfer council AfePfect, David,
HistoricalDictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 55.

(24") Ndure Cham was able to flee to Senegal after the 2006 coup attempt. According to unconfirmed information,
he was captured and killed in 201Berfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pi8584
SmbcNews, Names of 8 soldiers accused of killing Col Ndure Cam released, 20 Maylp017

(2#8) Exofficer Lamin Sanneh and his group were killeding the attempted coup in 2014. Since then, there have
been repeated calls for an investigation of the events. The bodies were exhumed in ApriP20fett, David,
Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp.-380; StandardThe), Police exhumedBodies> of Lamin Sanneh

& Co, 3 April 201¢url); Africa Research Bulletin, Bodies Exhumed, 12 May @00.7pp. 2140321404.

(249 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 308.

(259 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 308; Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys
of the World,Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 525; UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cal, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 2 March 2Q&8, p. 6.

(25) Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2082 ( Sector 191.

(359 The headquarters of the NIA Banjul areshown in HRW, State of Fear, 16 September 2Qi§, p. 20.

(353 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, 2 March 201(&rl), pp. 56, 1620; Africa Research Bulletin, Gamgi& Turning Point,

11 December 201url).

(259 HRW, State of Fear, 16 September 2Q&H, pp. 1-2, 1620, 24; HRW, Gambia, Events of 2016, 2 December
2016(url); US DoSThe Gambia 2016 Human Rights Report, 3 March @of)7US DoSThe Gambia 2015 Human
RightsReport 13 April 2016utl); US DoSThe Gambia 2014 Human Rights RepzhtJune 2015u¢l); US DoSThe
Gambia 2013 HurmRights Report27 February 2014u¢l); UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Christof Heynda$12015(url), pp. 1213; UK

Home Office The Gambia, Country of Origin Information (COIl) RefgfoNovember 2018url), pp. 9, 1114; UK

Home Office, CPIN, Gambia: opposition to the government, December 20idsued March 2017(l), pp. 5, 8

10, 18.
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detention cells was denied. In hisport, the rapporteur states that torture was common
practice within the NIA(*®) In April 2016, for example, several people from the opposition
United Democratic Party (UDBNd youth organisations, who were taking part in a peaceful
demonstration in Serrekunda demanding reform of the electoral law, were arrested by the
police. Solo Sandeng, National Organizing Secretary of the UDP, died in detention a short time
later (seeSection 2.7 Former government officiaNational Intelligence Agenky?*® Others

were seriously injured and tortured, especially by the NAE)

The new President Barrow has announced that the accusatgainst the NIA will be
investigated. He had the top leaders arrested: Director General Yankuba Badijie and
Operational Director Sheikh Omar Jeng (&ction 2.7 Former government officials
National Inelligence Agengy (**®) The organisation has been succeeded by tate
Intelligence ServicéSIS). The new head of the SIS is Musa D{BeBarrow decreed that

the SIS must in future stick to its constitutional duties and may no longer make a(fé3ts.
Amnesty Internationahas made further demands for transparency and accountabgffty.

1.9.3 Police

The Gambia Police Forg&PFhas the task of maintaining security within the country and
reports to the Interior Minister.(?®? It operates various security dagments. Its size is
estimated at 5000 men and wome(#®) It has its own prisons at its headquarters in Banjul
and at various police station&%%) The chief of the police is tHaspector GeneraFrom 2015
this post was held by Yankuba Sonko. Followhegchange of government in early 2017, he
initially remained in post but was removed in June 2q%)

During the Jammeh administration, the media and human rights organisations repeatedly
reported excessive use of force at demonstrations, abuses andsenupower by Gambian
police units. This criticism was mainly directed at the special u®dtsous Crimes UniPolice
Intervention Unit Task Force Unidnd OperationBulldozer(seeSection 3.1 Freedom of the

press. (**)

(?%9 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman ondegradi
treatment or punishment, 2 March 201(@irl), pp. 68; Africa Research Bulletin, The Gambia, Secret Prisons, 28
February 201Qurl); ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, June @000pp. 2129.

(259 Al, Gambia: Death in detention of key political activist, 16 April 2016

(257) Al, International Report 2016/2017, 22 February 2Qij.(

(259 Jollofnews, Gambia Arrests Head of Intelligence Agency Linked To Killings, 21 Februam)28icNews,
[F58SNB FT2NJ DFYoAlIQa RSGFIAYSR alLlR OKASTul2oa2SOG aLISOALlE LI
(259 Africa Research Bulletin, The Gambia, 6 March 2017, available by subscripfioh),gi: 21317.

v wW2tft2FySeas DIFYoAlIQa CSEFENBR bL! w@rdliPoi fBe), NIANA LILISR h¥
renamed SIS, 1 February 2Qin).

(269 Al, Human Rights Priorities For The New Gambian Government, 28 Apriugn17

(269 Access Gambia, Ministry of Interiord. (url); Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002)( Sector

178.

(283) Interpol, The Gambia Police Force (GPF), g@l)7The website show&ambiarpolicemen and police officers

with their uniforms.

(269 ACHPR, Prisons in The Gambia, June @@00pp. 1418.

(2% Poliso Magazine [Facebook], 18 February 2Qil§; Gambia (The), Constitution, 199&printed 2002 (rl),
Sectors 17880, AfricanewsGambian President Barrow replaces Jamregdpolice chief, 23 June 20{utl).

(26 HRW, State of Fear, 16 September 2Qi§, pp. 2, 1617, 2534, 4760; Point(The), Super Nawettan final

ends in fiasco, 24 December 20@l); Point (The),Two police officers sentenced taitie 31 May 201Xurl);

Media Foundation for West Africa, Gambia: Human Rights Violations in 2011, 14 Novemb@rBOWN Human
Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, 2 March 201&url), p. 7.
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There are reports of use of force by the police even since the change of goverr{figr.
unit has been created within the Ministry of the Interior to investigate accusations of
misconduct and human rights violations by police offic&fé)

1.9.4 JunglersBlack Boys, Green Boys

TheJunglers/Jungulergrere a paramilitary unit of epresident Jammeh. No legal basis for

these troops is documented. There are many hames for the JunBlaick Blacks, Black Boys

orNinja¢ KS&@ ¢gSNB 1y26y a Woftl O01Q 0S0OIFd&aS (KSe 27
faces. Most were from the same ethnic group as the presidentXtze (%) The unit was up

to 40 strong and existesinceapproximately 1996, and was made up of selecteltéigs from

the Presidential Guar@¢’)¢ KS Wdzy 3f SNA 6SNB ol aSR O0ft2asS G2 VYI
They are said to have been under his direct command. The opposition and human rights
organisations accuse them of many cases of extrajudicial detertigdnre and killings(?"%)

After the change of government in early 2017, the new government arresiatemembers

of the Junglers. Others went into exile with Jammeh or f€§.The new government has not

yet announced that the Junglers group has beeitiaity dissolved. However, there is no need

to take this step because, as outlined above, there is no legal basis for this troop. Nevertheless,
Amnesty Internationais still urging the new government to disarm and formally disband the
Junglers and othgparamilitary organisationg?’®)

In addition to the Junglers/Black Boys, another paramilitary group existed under Jammeh: the
Green BoysThey arose from th@2nd July Movemeng’) and were the military wing of the
ruling APRC partyammeh officially disseed the22"4 July Movement group in 1998any

of its members then establishe$Green Boysincegreenid t w pafdydcolour (seé€lossary

and Abbreviations They are said to have been involved in the campaign against witchcraft in
2009 (seeSection 3.6 Withcraft They are often wrongly confused or equated with the
Junglers or the Presidential Guaf® According to media m@orts, some of them enlisted in

the army. (*’%)

No information was found owhether the new Barrow government has adopted measures in
relation to former members of th&reen BoysSimilarly, it was not possible to retrieve
information onwhether there are peple who were members of both tH&lack Boyldunglers

(?67) Foroyaa Newspaper, 7th Day Charity Conducted for late Krubally Whilst Family Claim to Have Been Denied

Witnessing postmortem, 21 July 20@u#l).

(28 SmbcNews, Gambia creates rights unit to probe police misconduct, human rights violations, 14 Jind)2017
{YoObSsaz DIFIYOoAlLY t2fA0S RSye ySaMiaiaSyO0S Ay RSGIFIAySSqQa R
(289 Hultin, Niklas, et al., k(i 2 ONJ} 083 aA3dNI GA2y>X FyR GKS DIYoAl Qa WdzyLINBO
(url), p. 324.

(279 HRW, State of Fear, 16 September 2Q&B, p. 19.

(3% UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other crusimbudegrading

treatment or punishment, 2 March 20%&rl), p. 7; HRW, State of Fear, 16 September 20d} pp. 12, 9, 2534,

47-60; Africa Research Bulletin, Gamgia& Turning Point, 11 December 20L@l).

(279 New Vision, Gambia police probing dozens of forced disappearances, 5 Ap(l2p17

(273 Al, Human Rights Priorities For Tew Gambian Government, 28 A@017 (url).

(279 The22nd July Movementefers to a meeting of the AFPRC on 22 July 1995 at which the youth organisation,

the 22nd July Movementyasfounded. The movement became a mass organisation and therefore dangerous to

Jammeh, so he dissolved it in 199@rfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 252.

(27 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 192;WshPos{(The), 5 crazy things about

the Gambian dictator who just survived a coup attempt, 6 January 2005 allAfrica / The Daily Observer,

DF YOAlIY WDNBSy. 28aqult I DdFREA Imyn €SO MNBZ NBIF iaml y ai+F i8S 1AR
LIZNHES 2F WoAGOKQMITFE ORI et AVBBDK CKSEndF YOAL Qa4 &ASONBG (G2 NI
(url); Small Arms Survey, Armed and Aimless: Armed Groups, Guns, and Human SedwiBcovls Region, 29

April 2005 g¢rl), pp. 263265.

% {YoObSgax 9! (2 KStLI 6AYROIMU)YOAl Qa aSOdzNR(G& NBEF2NX¥I ™
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http://www.foroyaa.gm/archives/16639
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/06/14/gambia-creates-rights-unit-probe-police-misconduct-human-rights-violations/
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/07/18/gambia-police-deny-negligence-detainees-death/
https://academic.oup.com/afraf/article-abstract/116/463/321/3067738/Autocracy-migration-and-The-Gambia-s-unprecedented?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/16/state-fear/arbitrary-arrests-torture-and-killings
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=search&docid=550827ed7&skip=0&query=Jungler&coi=GMB
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/16/state-fear/arbitrary-arrests-torture-and-killings
https://africaresearchonline.wordpress.com/tag/adama-barrow/
http://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1450287/gambia-police-probing-dozens-forced-disappearances
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr27/6123/2017/en/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/01/06/5-crazy-things-about-the-gambian-dictator-who-just-survived-a-coup-attempt/?utm_term=.cc26853ad303
http://allafrica.com/stories/200702121045.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/mar/19/gambia-witchcraft-hallucinogenics
https://wazaonline.com/en/archive/the-gambias-secret-torture-chambers
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/D-Book-series/book-01-Armed-and-Aimless/SAS-Armed-Aimless-1-Full-manuscript.pdf
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/05/19/eu-help-gambias-security-reform/
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and theGreen Boys~or more information on former government officials, s&ection?2. The
situation of former government officials

1.10 Economy

In an international comparison, The Gambia is one of the poorest and least developed
countries in the world. Théeduman Development Indegublished by the UNDRUnited
Nations Development Programmie)2015 placed it 173rd out of 188 countri¢€’) The same
source stated thab7.2% of the population were in multidimensional poverty and 31.7% in
severe multidimensional poverty @013.(*’®) The Gambia is economically weak even on a
West African scale: the annual per cagtass national income (GNBQ14: 43 US dollars)

is less than half that of Senegal, the neighbouring couiis.

The pillars of the economy are as folloyf&9)

Subsistence agriculture

Cultivation, processing and exportgroundnuts(peanuts;
Tourism

Remittances (money transfers) froBambians abroad
Industry;

Trade, export, reexport,

Foreign financial aid

= =4 =4 =8 -8 -8 =9

Approximately threequarters of the population work iagriculture Between 2000 and 2015

the share ofgross domestic product (GDRgId by agriculture fell from 36% to 22¢2) The
structure of the agriculture sector has changed very little since colonial times. There is little
diversification. Coarse graifsorghumand maize) account for half of the cultivated asszd
groundnuts for a further quarterFamilies also grow produgen a small scale for own
consumption or retail: rice, sorghum, maize, cotton, manioc and vegetables. Livestock rearing
and fishing play an important part in feeding the native population, but contribute very little
to GDP (fishing: 2.1% of GDFf) Gambig’ | INAK Odzt (G dzZNBE O2 FSNB KI f T
requirements. Paradoxically, only half of the cultivable land is used for agriculture. The other
half is not exploited.(*®® Gambian agriculture is susceptible to flooding and drought.
Significant harvest lossegere caused by the drought of 2011/12 and the late arrival of the
rains in the 2014/15 seaso(r®¥) Onethird of the population do not have guaranteed food

(377 UNDP, Human Development Index and its components, Index for 2015u20,1)6. 24; Europa Pubktions,
Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 531.

(4’9 UNDP, Human Development Report 2016, 2Qi), p. 218; Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The
Gambia, 2016p. 345. OECD, African Economic Outlook 20GAmbia, 22 May 2011i(), p. 11.

(279 UNCTAD, Statistical Tebon the Least Developed Countries, 20i8,(p. 1.

(289 World BankThe) Country Overview, The Gambigpdated 13 February 201irl); Europa Publication, Africa
South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 531.

(?8Y) Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 531;
Gambia (The), GBoS / ICF Internationa¢, Gambia Demographic and Health Survey 2013, September@@y4

p. 2;UNCTADThe fisheries sector in the Gambia, 2¢a4), p. 2.

(289 Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March 2@),7T@ble 3.1p. 25.,Table 2.2p. 7; Europa
Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2013 )JNCI3The
fisheries sector in the Gambia, 20@l), p. 2.

(283 CIA,The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 204y, Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia,
20186, p. 28.

(284 Europa Publications, Europa Rewil Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 531.


http://hdr.undp.org/en/composite/HDI
http://hdr.undp.org/en/composite/HDI
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/country-notes/gambia
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ldc2015_StatTables_en.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/gambia/overview
https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR289/FR289.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditc2013d4_en.pdf
http://gbos.gov.gm/uploads/coredocs/Statistical-Abstract-2016.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditc2013d4_en.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
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security. According to information from the World Health Organization (WHO), between 2014
and 2016 oer 200 000 Gambians were forced to rely on humanitarian(&®).

Tourismcontributes about 20% of the GDP. It is locally concentrated on the beaches along the
Atlantic coast(?®® When Ebola broke out in the neighbouring countries in 2014, the number
of tourist arrivals in The Gambia fell by 6@%¥) The political crisis of 2017 also had a negative
effect. The director ofhe Gambia Tourism Boasaid that the impact of the unstable situation

on tourism was even more devastating than the fallout from thel&brisisThe International
az2ySilNE CdzyRQa Yz2aid NBOSydG {dGFFF [/ 2dzy i NE
tourism revenue fell by about a third @8 million) due to the political turmoi(*%®)

Remittances(money transfers) from emigrant® their native country are estimated at
around 10% of GDR@15: 10.5%, 2016: 9.7%f°) They are an important factor in stimulating

the economy. The money is usually invested in small businesses and is spent on consumer
goods or house constructio(f>)

In 2016 theindustry contributed 14.5% to the GDP. Gfifth of the population works in the
industrial sector, mainly in small businesses. Important industries are groundnut processing
and the energy secto(?®)

Many residents run small retail businessbesterms of internationatrade, China and India
have partly replaced the E{(particularly France and Great Britaiay the main export
destinations in recent years. Groundnuts in a raw or processed form are the main export
product. (*®3 The country has aefv natural raw materials or mineral resources such as
uranium, kaolin and salt. Theege thoughtto be oilfields off the coas{?®)

Until 2011, the reexport of goods to West African states accounted for-tmed of GDP. The
Gambia was then forced to chge its customs policy under pressure from the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Since then, the revenue fexores has
dropped. Goods are still smuggled across the Gai8bizegal border. Inadequate controls
make it easy for smuggketo ship some Senegalese agricultural produce illegally through the
port of Banjul(**%

(289 WHO, Gambig Humanitarian Response Plan 2016, 204r);( OCHA20142016 Revised Strategic Response
Plan, August@1.4 (url).

(289 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June g@};/Rerfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia,
2016, pp. 419420;World Travel & Tourism Council, Travel & Tourism Economic Impact 2017 Gambia, March 2017
(url), p. 1.

(287 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 420.

(288 IMF, The Gambia, Country Report No. 17/179, 26 June 2007 6; Al Jazeera, DohBihe Gambia hoping

to revive key tourism industry, Bebruary 2017 (rl); Gambia (The), Gambia Tourism Board, 2017 Official Country

Guide, 2017 Url); SmbcNews, Phoenix. Tourism suffered $ 4.8Mila 2 SNJ WE YYSKQ& NBTFdzal

February 2017ufl).

w S L2

U2

(289 IMF, The Gambia, Country Report No. 17/179, 26 June 2007¢(F 6t S T3 LI Hy T ¢KS NBGASH

GKS {FIKIFENIXQ SadAYlFIiSR (KS 558%nKA2, &hfle tIEM kdiimiateq rorfittancdsy’ D5 t

amount one fifth of the GDEEuropa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara
2016 2015,p. 532; CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June @017 (

(2%9 Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 532;
African Arguments, Between a rock and a hard place, 4 May 20006 Kreedom Newspaper, Gambia: Election
Year 2016: The Gambian Diaspora And The Jammeh Regime, 26 Januarylp0&&ilbazzi, Paolo, Migration,
Soninke Young Men and the Dynamics of Staying Behind, 2010, p. 204.

(2% CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@).;7Huropa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of
the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 531.

(299 CIA, The World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2@1.7 (

(2% Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 524.
(2%4) Thanks to lower customs duties, Gambian deailegorted goods and sold them on at a profit to Senegal or
countries without access to the sdaaibazzi, Paolo, Bush Bound, 2015, p. 43; Europa Publications, Europa Regional
Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 532.
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http://www.who.int/hac/crises/gmb/appeals/en/
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/Revision_2014-2016_Gambia_SRP_August2014.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic-impact-research/countries-2017/gambia2017.pdf
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/cr/issues/2017/07/03/the-gambia-request-for-disbursement-under-the-rapid-credit-facility-and-proposal-for-a-staff-45020
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/02/gambia-hoping-revive-key-tourism-industry-170204193701318.html
http://www.visitthegambia.gm/download/Gambia-Official-Guide-2017.pdf
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/02/09/tourism-suffered-4-5m-loss-jammehs-refusal-step/
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/cr/issues/2017/07/03/the-gambia-request-for-disbursement-under-the-rapid-credit-facility-and-proposal-for-a-staff-45020
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
http://africanarguments.org/2016/05/04/between-a-rock-and-a-hard-place-gambians-tackle-fortress-europe/
http://www.freedomnewspaper.com/6746-2/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
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The Gambia is eentral trading centren the illegal drugs trade between Latin America and
Europe. (**5) However, this could change due to the downfall of Jamm@l) It is also
suspected that methamphetamine is produced in the counf%/) In addition, The Gambia
plays a role in smuggling and trading diamonds from Lib@?Ra.

In 2016 The Gambia was ranked 145th out of 176 countries in the corruption index published
by Transparency Internationaf®)

The country is dependertn financial aidfrom abroad. According to information from the
United Nations Conference on Trade and/€lepments (UNCTAD), in 2013 aid from foreign
donors accounted for 11% of GOF% Because of accusations of human rights abuses in The
Gambia, from 2012 onwards the country was excluded from payments and development
programmes from western donors: in 20it2vas excluded from the U&frican Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGO¥programmes; n 2015 the EU refused payment of 163 billion dollars.
(301)

When Jammeh went into exile in Equatorial Guinea early in 2017, he took assets with an
unknown value with him@®» ¢ KS YSRA I &l AR (FKIFYi2 &GiK So(°dy2| dkyHALBIEQ &
Low harvest yields, anxious tourists and investors and growing national debt all contributed
to further deterioration of the economic situatio®®4) Foreign donors promised the Barrow
government inancial support on condition that it would respect human rights and encourage
the development of democracy®)

(299 According to US data, cocaine with an estimated value of 2 billion dollars is smuggled through The Gambia

every year, along with heroin, cannabis, opium, ditovak, Andrewl egslative note: the abolition of the death

penalty for drug offenses in The Ghia, 29 March 201%url), pp. 63-65; African Online News, Gambia makes West

P TNAOI Q& o0A33Sad SO EMY)SRidKeRs, Ganabialtd crackdowiVolat diugs peddlens afber

torching of 2 tons of marijuana, 26 April 201#l); SmbcNews, South American drugs continue to flow through

the Gambia, 12 July 201udrl); Diarisso, Boubacar and Goredema, Charles, lllicittdaidang in Dakar, Dimensions

and intersections with governance, August 20ad)(pp. 25, 7.

(?%) Sanyang, Edrissa and Camara, Sanna, The Gambia after Elections: Implma@Goaveimance and Security in

West Africa, 2017url).

(?°) Maiga AissatandTompking 9f AT I 6 SGKZ 28&d ! TNAOIFI Q& bSgs S5NHA 2F / K2A
June2014urld T wSdzi SNB X {LISOALFE wSLI]2 NI Ycme® 27 July 00RO Q& |t F NYAy3
(2%) BellagambaAlice Solo Darboe, Former Diamond DealBransnational Connections and Home Politics in the
Twentieth-Century Gambia, 2016, p. @8Small Arms Survey, Armed and Aimless: Armed Groups, Guns, and

Human Security in the Ecowas Region, 29 April 2006 pp. 263, 265, Footnote 9.

(29 Transparency International, Corruption Perceptions Index 2016, 25 Januaryup17 (

(399 UNCTAD, The fisheries sector in the Gambia, 20044. 2.

(399 Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 532.

(399 Justice minister Abubacarr Tambadou estimated that the assets whictnglarhad taken with him were

worth at least 50 million USAfrica Research Bulletin, The Gambia, 14 June,2@idllable by subscription :at

(url), p.21429¢ | YO I R2dz | yy2dzyOSR Ay WdzZ & wnmt GKF{G Rdrayaa/ 2 YYA EAA 2y
bSgalld LISNE D2@Qd LXlya (G2 SadlofA@i). | y2GKSNI/2YYAaarzy 2
(3%3) World Politcs R@A Sg> ! FGSNI | St LIAyYy3 {2t @3S DFEYoAlQa t2ftA0AO0FE [

2017 @rl).

(394 IMF, The Gambia, Country Report No. 17/179, 26 June 2017,-ppO&CD, African Economic Outlook,

Gambia, 2017, pp--8.

E 22NIR t2fA0A0a wS@GASe: ! FOSNI I St LAY {2tf3S DI YOAlI Qa |
2017 (rl); Gambia (The), Office of the President, World Bank and IMF Missions Met President Barrow, 5 April 2017

(url); IMF, IMF Staff Concludes Visit to The Gambia, 13 April 2007 IMF, IMF Executive Board Approves

US$16.1Million Disbursement Under the Rapid Credit Facility for The Gambia, 26 Juner?0Daily Observer,

'b ttSR3ISA ! 5poY (2 -Buidihguidiaivie, 22 Marah 201 @l Smbdlewd, $500Mmvest

in Gambia could see seaport expansion, railway link built, 17 May 2@}, 7Gambia (The), Office of The President,

Fourth Caimet meetingfocuses on Finance and Economic Affairs, Fisheries and Security ma&ehsne 2017

(ur); SmbcNews9 !  gAff IABS DIFYOoAL Fy2G0KSNJ Soorlh SdzNPa o6ST2NB &St


https://www.academia.edu/1214981/Abolition_of_the_Death_Penalty_for_Drug_Trafficking_in_The_Gambia
http://afrol.com/articles/36299
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/04/26/gambia-to-crackdown-on-drugs-peddlers-after-torching-of-2-tons-of-marijuana/
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/07/12/south-american-drugs-continue-flow-gambia/
https://issafrica.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/Paper260.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/senegal/13225-20170310.pdf
http://isdp.eu/publication/west-africas-new-drug-choice-rise-methamphetamine/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-africa-drugs-meth-special-report-idUSKCN0PY0WS20150724
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/D-Book-series/book-01-Armed-and-Aimless/SAS-Armed-Aimless-1-Full-manuscript.pdf
https://www.transparency.org/country/GMB
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditc2013d4_en.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-825X.2017.07650.x/epdf
http://www.foroyaa.gm/archives/16647
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/21777/after-helping-solve-gambia-s-political-crisis-senegal-needs-an-exit-strategy
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/21777/after-helping-solve-gambia-s-political-crisis-senegal-needs-an-exit-strategy
http://statehouse.gov.gm/news/world-bank-and-imf-missions-met-president-barrow/
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2017/04/13/pr18131-the-gambia-imf-staff-concludes-visit
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2017/06/26/pr17249-imf-executive-board-approves-disbursement-under-the-rapid-credit-facility-for-the-gambia
https://observergm.com/un-pledges-ud3m-to-support-gambias-peace-building-initiative/
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/05/17/500m-invest-in-gambia-could-see-seaport-expansion-railway-link-built/
http://statehouse.gov.gm/news/fourth-cabinet-meeting-focuses-on-finance-and-economic-affairs-fisheries-and-security-matters/
https://gambia.smbcgo.com/2017/07/27/eu-will-give-gambia-another-e33m-euros-years-end/
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1.10.1 Currency, inflation

The Gambian currency is the dal@Gambian dalasi GMDA.dalasi is divided into 100 bututs.
(%9 Coins worth 1 butut, 5 bututs, 10 bututs, 25 bututs, 50 bututs and 1 dalasi are in
circulation.(®*") A new series of banknotes was introduced in 2015. There are notes worth 5,
10, 20, 50, 100 and 200 dalasis. The notes from the previous series, inclueligg tlalasi
note, remained valid®)

One US dollar was worth around 32 dalasis in 2012, around 41 dalasis if?Z®)adound 49

dalasis in early 2015, around 42 dalasis in early 28'%and around 46 dalasis in July 2017.

(311)

In 2001 the inflatiorrate was below 5% but in 2003 it rose to the record rate of 17%.It

was 7% in December 201&2) 7.49% in December 2016 and 8.8% in January and

February 2017RdzZNAy 3 | YR AYYSRAIFGSt@ | FGSNJ GKS LRt AGA
victory in thepresidential election. The most recent data are for April 2017, when the figure

was 8.7%(('9)

1.11Religion

The constitution of The Gambia prohibits religious discrimination, religious parties and the
establishment of a state religio(f°)

1.11.1 Religious affiliaton

The overwhelming majority of the population of The Gambia is Muslim (96%Most of
these are Sunnis and followers of Sufi¢Hf) The two main Sufi brotherhoods in The Gambia

(399 Central Bank of the Gambia, Development of Currency in The Ganbigurl).

(397) Access Gambj&ambia Money Information Dalasi, 2017ufl).

(398 Banknote News, Gambia new dalasi note family confirr@@dApril 20154tl); Central Bank of The Gambia,
Your new banknotes, 2018r).

(399 Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 536;
Exchangeates, Wechselkurse, GMD in CHF, 27 July 200)7 Central Bank of The Gambia, Inflation Outlook, 9
May 2017 @rl).

(319 Central Bank of The Gambia, Overview, Quarter 1, Jagqudaych 2016 (rl), p. 13.

(311 Exchangeates, Wechselkurs&JSD inrGMD, 27 July2017 (url).

(319 Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, 8&ith of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 533;
Access Gambia, Economy of Gambia, updated 201)7 (

(313) Access Gambia, Economy of Gambia, updated 2017 (

(314 CIAWorld Factbook. The Gambia, 19 June 2Q&.(

(319 Trading Economics, Gambia Inflation Rate 128, June 2017ufl); Gambia (The), GBoS, Consumer Price
Index, last updated February 201tl§.

(316) Gambia (The), Constitution, 1997, reprinted 2002)( pp. 12, 28, 41, 62.

(317) Gambia (The), GBoS, 2013 Populationtadsing Census: Spatial Distributiond. (irl), vol. 5, p. 6CIA, The
World Factbook: The Gambia, 19 June 2QirH);(Gambia (The), Gambia Tourism Board, 2015 Official Country
Guide, 2015yrl).

(318) Sufism is a collective ternoif paths of Islam which are identified as mystical. The Sufis, who dressed in wool
(Arabicsuf), wereascetics who sought to comprehend the inner meaning of the Koran through various meditation
practices or ecstasy. From the 12th/13th century onwards, @dérs were formed under the spiritual leadership

of a sheikhEncyclopaedia Britannica, Sufism, last updated: 24 January @007 (


http://www.cbg.gm/slide/dalasi.html
http://www.accessgambia.com/information/money.html
http://www.banknotenews.com/files/tag-gambia.php
http://www.cbg.gm/news/pdf/Posters%20-%20DLR%20-%20Gambia%20A2%20Poster%20-%20New%20family%20of%20Banknotes.pdf
http://de.exchange-rates.org/converter/GMD/CHF/1000/Y
http://www.cbg.gm/research/mpolicy.html
http://www.cbg.gm/publications/pdf/annual_reports/Quarterly%201,%202016.pdf
http://de.exchange-rates.org/converter/USD/GMD/1/Y
http://www.accessgambia.com/information/economic-profile.html
http://www.accessgambia.com/information/economic-profile.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
https://tradingeconomics.com/gambia/inflation-cpi
http://www.gbos.gov.gm/uploads/prices/cpi/2004/WEB_PAGE_CPI_2004_Base_February_2017_Public22_File-2.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20090219131540/http:/www.ncce.gm/files/constitution.pdf
http://gbos.gov.gm/uploads/census/2013/Spatial-distribution-report_%20Final.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ga.html
http://www.motc.gov.gm/sites/default/files/Gambia%20Official%20Guide%202015.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Sufism
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are the orders ofTijaniyya (* and Qadiriyya (3%. A minority belong to theMouride
(Muridiyya) brotherhood. (*2) Brotherhoods offer social and political orientation, religious
guidance and an organisational framework. They are made up of scholars, families and family
associations. The scholars, in partegyfollow the teachings ofsheikh ormarabout Acaliph

may have authority over thenaraboutsand scholars in the order. The spiritual leaders are
often mediators between the followers and local government representatives. The followers
may have econoin links with each other or be organised into collective farf¥t3.

A minority of Gambian Muslims are not followers of the Sufi orders but of reformist paths of
Islam wich dimiss local Islamic traditions. They includgthed f A 3 K,ihe Sallafiyyladnd
the Ahmadiyya (%) The¢ | 6 £ A 3 K &nd e Selafigybaie particularly popular among
Gambian youth(®?%) In recent years th&ablighicommunity has gained a larger number of
followers within different ethnic groupg??) In contrast to theSalafiyyastriving to reform
Muslim society by means of education (creationnsdidrassas education in Arabic), the
Tablighi focus on missionary work by lay preaching in Engligblighi probably still
outnumber Salafiyyabut it seems that there is a trend amongpuisitive youth to leave the
Tablighiorganisation for theSalafiyya (329

Approximately four per cent of the population are Christig#) Most of these are members

of the Roman Catholic Church. The diocese of Banjul is the only Catholic diocese in the
country. There are also churches and communities of Anglicans, Methodists, Lutherans,
Abiding Word Ministries (ABMAnd other Pentecostal churcheand various evangelical
denominations. There are also small communities of Bahais and Hi#ts.

COYECKS {dzFA 2NRSNI 2F ((GKS ¢ A Sithy A8th&dntury in theEMaghoed and spteddi2 4 S | G { &
throughout subSaharan Africa during the 19th century. There, it developed into the Sufi brotherhood with the

greatest influence and the most followers. Ibrahim Niasse (1P@Xb) was later responsible for thevival of

Sufismin West AfricaAbuntNasr, Jamil MThe Tijaniyya: a Sufi Order in the Modern WptR65;Robinson, David

and Triaud, Jeahouis, La Tijaniyydne confrés Y dzadz YIyS t 1 02 y§eesprian, RS £ Q! T NJI
Ridiger,The Divine Fod,L 6 Nh KoY b Al aa4S | yR-Cérufy SwiiRevilah 2021F | ¢Sy (A SGK

(329 The Sufi order of the Qadiriyya was founded by the mystic Akhdir alJilani in the 12th century in Baghdad

and reached West Africa in the 15th centuPerfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 351.

(329 The Muridiyya was founded in Senegal in the late 19th century by Shaykh Ahmadu Bamba and still plays a

certral role there today. A specific feature of this order is that its folloveeesorganised in and work on collective

farms, known aslaara Glover, John, Sufism and Jihad in Modern Senegal, The Murid Ordér ,\VZbtkelhane,

Gerd and Seesemann, Rudiger, Ahmadu Bamba und die Entstehung der MuridiyaCd®98 Studi sulle Nuove

Rdigione,Un sufismo degli immigrati: i Muridi e i Layenngsdate 23 February 201(arl).

(3229 Janson, Marloes, Thee& Hand Is the Hand That Always Gives, 2002; Seesemann, Riidiger, The Divine Flood,

2011.

(329 The Ahmadiyya is a reformist movement within Islam. It was founded by Ghulam Ahmad (died 1908) from the

Punjab. A prophetic form of Mahdism is central to its tdag. The Ahmadiyya is controversial in the Islamic world

and is banned in some placdssher, Humphrey Ahmadiyya: A Study in Contemporary Islam on the West African

Coast 1963;Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp02ZBL4-215WI Yy a2y X al NI 2Sa 3% Wi :
F2NJ D2RQa &l 1Sz Oy L 6S | 3JI22R adaAafAYWIQY DIFIYOoAlY @&2dziK .
G WIHyazys alNI2SasL¥Yb686F F2RARDEKDBAXKDIEIDOYFAILY &2dziK A
2016 (rl); Maroney, Eric, Mummy in the Bugl©OIld and News Islam in Gambia, May 2Qdn).

(3% Sufi orders keep a critical eye on the community. Janson, Marloes, Islam, Youth and Modernity in the Gambia,

¢KS ¢FofAIKA WRYIMPLERHM HamnI LILIO HcC

(326 Janson, Marloed, af I YX | 2dziK FyR a2RSNyAGe Ay (KB21264Y0AlI X ¢KS
WHyazys alNIz2Saz Wl 2 FT2N) D2RQa ar{1Sz Oy L 6S | 322R
2016 @rl).

(327) US DoSnternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 2015, 10 Augus2d16. 2.

(328) US DoSnternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 2015, 10 August@0i®\ccess Gambia,

Religion in Gambia, n.dur(); Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara

2016, 2015, pp. 55657; Curley, Christine Elizabeth, Angli€&agnation and Growth in West Africa: The Case of
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http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1466138115575655
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1466138115575655
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The relatonship between Muslims and Christians is essentially peac€fd). Marriage
between the communities is possible, but with the observance that according to the sharia it
is not allowed for a non muslim man to marry a muslim women. It is not unusual fa ther

be members of the Muslim and Christian religions within the same fa(fityThere are no
reports of forced conversion§?)

Less than one per cent of the Gambians are followers of animistic religiéhSyncretism
between Islam, Christianity and traditional religion is common. Many Gambian Muslims and
Christians practice rituals which could be considered animiBetief in witchcraft is also
widespread throughout Gambia. Hence, many Gambians use ar(akdtedujus) in order to
protect themselves from occult forces. They may also rely on fetishes or consult Marabouts
or witchdoctors (339

1.11.2 Political dimension of Islam

In 2015 expresident Jammeh declared The Gambia an Islamic republic. The media, civil

society organisations and political opponents protested against this decree by pointing out

that it was against the constitution. Jammeh did not explain the consequences of his decision,

but said that Christians would still be respecté®) Following thechange of government in

SIFNIe& wnmtx 2yS 2F ySg tNBaAaARSYyld .INNRgQa FANEH
longer an Islamic republi€®) Even before assuming office, the newly elected President

Adama Barrow declared that Gambia was a secular stgtstated in its Constitutiote.

During the last years of his regime,-gresident Jammeh and th8upreme Islamic Council
associated with him cultivated a close relationship with the Gulf states and a stricter
interpretation of Sunni Islam. Gulf stateswsted Gambian clerics and financed mosques,
schools and other projects®®’) Jammeh and theSupreme Islamic Coundalkeclared that
believers who, in their eyes, had deviated from Sunni Islam wereMslim communities.
Sources indicate that the religiouseédom of theAhmadiyya in particular, was restricted.

)

(329 Perfect, David, Historical Dictiayaof The Gambia, 2016, pp. 3388; Fredriks, Martha, We Have Toiled All

Night: Christianity in The Gambia 148800, 2003; Wignall, Ross, From Swagger to Serious, 201,60p. 288

323, 304.

(339 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, 587

(%Y Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 358; Ushteawtional Religious Freedom

Report, The Gambia 2015, 10 AsgR016(url).

(339 US DoSnternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 2015, 10 Augus{2)16

(339 Access Gambia, Gambian Muslims & Islamic Practicesur)dPgrfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The
Gambia, 2016, pp. 42&23; GierczynsiBocandé,Ute, Sankt Augustinislam und Demokratie in Seneg&9
January2008 (url), pp. 119121T ¢ K2Yaz2ys {0808y Yo [/ KNAAGAI yAullgs L&t YZ |
pp. 240276.

(334 US DoSnternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 2015, 10 August(@@]6&erfect, David,
Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, p. 215; African Arguments, What does Jammeh have to gain by making
The Gambia an Islamic Republ@®@Januan2016(url); Lieven, Samugl I DF Y6 A S aQl dzi 2 LINR Ot I YS
», 13December2015(url); BBC Newszambia orders female workers <to cover hair>, 5 January 2016 Global

Voices, Signs of Islamic Law Taking Root in The Gambia, 10 JanuagylpM4&ily Observer, Presidential Adviser

Tasks Religious Leaders to Resolve Tallinding, Ahmadiya Deadlock, 31 Maylp017 (

(339 Voice of America (The), Gambian President Jammeh Says He Will Not Step Down, 20 Decembs); 2016 (
Africa confidentialGambia at the clifedge, 18December2016(url); BAMF Briefing Notes, 6 FebruarQ27 (url).

336 SmbcNews, Barrow to make good on his promise to keep Gambia secular, 28 Decemi{arl016

(337 African Arguments, What does Jammeh have to gain by making The Gambia an Islamic Republic? 28 January
2016(url); African Argments, New friends, new risks as the Gambia looks East, 16 May016

(338) African Arguments, What does Jammeh have to gain by making The Gambia an Islamic Republic?, 28 January
2016 (url); African Arguments, Nevriends, new risks as the Gambia looks East, 16 May 201 (S DoS,
International Religious Freedom Report, The Gambia 2014, 14 Octobel(@01%llAfrica, Gambia: Ahmadiyya
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of the Supreme Islamic Coun¢it®) and the restrictions placed on th&hmadiyyawvere noted

with unease by not only the Christian, but also parts of the Muslim commuffifyDue to

public pressure, Jammeh was forced to make some conces§iths.

CKSNBE gl a O2y iGNl RAOGZ2NE AYF2NNIGA2Y | o2dzi W Y\
rumoured that he had bought weapons from Iran and sold them on to the Lebanese
Hezbollah. The Gambia officially broke off diplomatic relations with Iran in Z830.

To date, no jihadist terror attacks have been documented in The Gambia. However, due to
the porous borders with Senegal, there are concerns about possible infiltration by jihadist
terror groups from the Sahel are@®)

1.12 Media and communication

In an official survey conducted in 2013, 60% of Gambian women and 73% efyedi549

said that they listened to the radio at least once a week. 47% of women and 60% of men said
that they watched television at least once a week. 9% of women and 20% of men said that
they read newspapers at least once a week. 30% of women and 16% of men used none of the
media mentionedat least once a week. Women living in urban areas were more likely than
those in rural aras to listen to the radio at least once a week (63% compared with 56%); to
watch television at least once a week (63% compared with 27%); and to resgpagers at

least once a week (14% compared with 2%). Similar differences were reported fo€tf)en.

Radio programmes, news websites and television stations can be accessed online in The
Gambia. International broadcasters such as B®C, Voice of Ameri@nd news websites

from the diaspora which were very critical of the Jammeh government are an important
source of informationOwnership of mobile phones and use of the internet are increasing.
2013, 54% of of the Gambian population possessed a mobiaghnd 80% had access to a
mobile phone.(®*** The country currently has significantly more mobile phones than
inhabitants. (3*¢) Mobile phone services are provided by a number of Gambian providers
including Africell (Gambia), Comium Gambia, Gamaatl QCell Gambia The Gambia

Reacts to Allegations, 2 February 2008)( US DoSnternational Religious Freedom Report, The Gar2bibs,

10 August 2016url); Islam in the Gambia [online radiplvebsite], n.d. @rl).

(339 Imam Ratib oBanjul Cherno Kah and the imamtbg State Housenosque were unpopular within the Muslim

communityl dzf GAY S bA1fF&axX S Ff o | dzi20NI 08X aAdNI(GA2YS YR (fFf
2017 @rl), pp. 335.

@ I dzA GAYY bAlflFas Sié fodx 1dzi20ONIOesx aAdNIiGA2yY YR (KS
(url), pp. 335337.

(34) BBC, London. Gambia's President Jammeh lifts ban on uncoveret¥hinuay 2016(url).

(349 ISPSWstrategy Series: Focus on Defense and International Security, Augustu2)1Zénter for a New

American Security, Pushback, Countering the Iran Action Network, Septemberi2),18n. 13, 20; Small Arms

Survey, Rogue Rocketeers, Artillery Rockets and Armed Groups, July0bp(34, 47, 51; Africa Confidential,

Iranian guns and a king in Banjul, 3 December 2@tL); Now News, Hezbollah buying Iranian arms from Gambia,

paper reports28 February 201 (url); CNN, Gambia cuezonomic, diplomatic ties with Iran, 23 November 2010

(url); BBC News, Gambia cuts ties with Iran and orders diplomats to go, 23 Novembenr£010 (

(349 Jamestown FoundatiofThe), Leaving Islamism Aside: The Gambia Under Adama Barrow, 5 Maur2917 (
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on Governance, Desk study ohnet capacities and needs of Sakehe countries to combat the financing of

terrorism, 31 August 2012, pp. 44.

(3*49) Gambia (The), GB@3ICF InternationalThe Gambia Demographic and Health Survey 2013, September 2014

(url), pp. 3638.

(349 Gambia (The), GBoS, 2013 Population and Housing Census: Access to Information and Communication
technologyn.d. url), pp.16-18.

(349 CIA, The World Factbook: The GambiaJurge2017 (url).
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Telecommunications Co Ltd (GAMTiEL)e only fixedline operator (3*") In 2013, 5% of the
population hat access to a land phor@9) In 2016 approximatelyl18.5% of the Gambian
populationused the internet(3*9)

1.12.1 Radio

There areapproximately 30 radio stations with a Gambian programme; some of these are
produced by the diaspora. The stations are available on the intef®tAt election time, the
Jammeh government repeatedly blocked critical radio statidq#fé) During the first ifve
months after the change of government, 30 new applications for radio stations were received
in the country.(3*?

Important radio stations are:

1 Gambia Radio & Television Services (GRi&S)tate radio and television station. It
broadcasts in Engliskiench and some local languagé€$?

1 Private stations such a&/est Coast Radio, Capital FM, Unique FM, Paradise Radio,
Afri Radiogtc,; (39

9 Diaspora radio broadcasters which are based in Great Britain or thg Fd&&dom
Radio, Jollofnews Radio, Fietwork Radio, Gainako Radamd international radio
stations such as thBBCandVoice of America(®>*)

9 Broadcasters with an Islamic message suchAldgsalaah FMr the broadcasts from
the Supreme Islamic CounciWwhose website offers recitations from thi€oran in
Arabic and sermons, instruction and exegesis of the Koran in Mandinka, Serahule,
Wolof and Jola(®>*®)

1.12.2 Television

There is only one Gambian television station: the stateGRTS (Gambia Radio & Television
Services)(®*®’) Satellite TV and international broadcasters such asBBE, Al Jazeesnd
Premium T\are popular(**%)

(347) Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the Wadrida South of the Sahara 201815, p. 541;
Access Gambia, Gambia Telecoms Companids,(url); BuddeComm, Sydney. Gamlgalelecoms, Mobile,
Broadband and Digital Medi@aStatistics and Analyses, lastdgted 10January2017 (url).

(348 Gambia (The), GBoS, 2013 Population and Housing Census: Access to Information and Communication
technologyn.d. rl), pp. 16-18.

(349 International Telecommunication Union, Gara. Percentage of Individuals using the Internet, 20RL

(359 Gamba RadiqThe, Gambia Radio Stations.d. (url); Live Online Radj@&Gambia Radio Ligt,d. (url).

(359 During the political and constitutional crisis in early 2017, the government blocked three radio stations:
Taranga FM, Hilltop Radio, Afri Radio. Tarangd&dipreviously been blockedany timesCPJ, Gambia orders
three radio stations to cease broadcasting, 5 Jan@ady7 (rl); UK Home Office, CPIN, Gambia: opposition to the
government, Deember 2015 , Réssued March 2017(l), p. 14.

(3% Voice of America (The), Gamh | Yy aSRAIF ¢KNAGAYy3I {AyOS ull YYSKQ& 5 SLI NI dzN
(359 GRTS, The Gambia Radio and Television Services, Radiarlp.&ufopa Publications, Europa Regional
Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 541; Access GambiaGaRb& Radio &
Television Services, n.@ul).

(354 The stations can be accessed at: Live Online R@dimbia Radio Ligtyvebsite],n.d. (url).

(359 Europa Publicatits, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 201, Ba15Live
Online RadipGambia Radio Lish.d. (irl).

(3%9) Al Falaah FNWwebsite], n.d.(url); Islam in the Gambia [websitg).d. (url).

(35") GRTS [website], n.dur{).

(3%8) Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 541.
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1.12.3 Newspapers, websites

The printed newspapers have a small circulation. However, this has increased since the
change of governmen®®) ¢ K S vy S g 4 dldsiteSPaN@E &greater reach than the printed
editions. Important newspapers and websites inclutiee Daily NewsThe Daily Observer,
Foroyaa Newspaper, The Poartd The Standard*®®) Websites such asreedom Newspaper
which are produced by the diasporadwere extremely critical of the Jammejovernment
receive considerable attentio*®Y) Jammeh tried repeatedly to block these websites. He also
tried to block other communication channels suciésatsAppViberand Skype (*% Twitter,
Facebookand Youtule are becoming increasingly important methods of disseminating
information. (3%%)

1.13Healthcare

The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare is responsible for coordinating and implementing
the decentralised, thregier healthcare system. At the primary leviidere were 824 primary
health care centres in 2015 which provideinple medical care. For larger initiatives, such as
vaccination or awareness raising campaigns, they were supported by 50 s@Eohdalth
facilities (%% The third tier is made up ofssgeneral hospitals, a research institute with British
involvement (Medical Research Councdhd the hospital with the best reputation in the
country: the university hospitat the Edward Francis Small Teaching Hosgjtal Banjul
(former name:Royal Vitoria Teaching Hospitalln addition to the state facilitiesn 2015, 55
health facilities were run privately or by NG@$°) The majority of the health care facilities
are located in the urban area, which means that access to health services is mgiexdam
rural areas(**9 In 2015, three (Lower River, North Bank West and Upper River) from eight
health regions had no hospitalg®)

In general all the facilities suffer from a lack of viedined staff and deficiencies in terms of
infrastructure, medtal equipment and supplies of certain medicines2015, there were 213
medical officers in The Gambia (1.1 doctor fo)0D0 inhabitants)(*¢®) Health is underfunded,

(359 Voice of America (The), Gambian Media Thriving Since Jammeh's Departures 20001rl).

(369 Europa Publications, Europa Regional Surveys of the World, Africa South of the Sahara 2016, 2015, p. 541;
Perfect, David, Historit®ictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. R113; Access Gambiblewspapers in Gambia
(Online), n.d.(url); Daily Observer (The), [website], n.drl; Daily NewqThe), [website], n.d.ufl); Foroyaa
Newspaper, [website], n.dufl); Point(The), [website], n.durl); Standrd (The),[website], n.du¢l).

(383 Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. 214, 313; Freedom Newspaper, [website], n.d.
(url).

(389 The websites of the diaspora news sites were blocked during 20it&r, WhatsApmand Skypevere also
blocked from August 2016 in the rwp to the presidential elections:reedom House, Freedom on the Net 2016

¢ Gambia, 14 November 2016rl); Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of The Gambia, 2016, pp. 214, 313.

(389 Youtube, Facebook and Twitter were not blocked in late 2015/early 2016. Temporary restrictions were
imposed from August 2016 in the rwup to the presidential elections:reedom House, Freedom on the Net 2016

¢ Gambia, 14 November 2016r(), pp. 57.

(34 Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistishktract 2016March 2017(url), Table 10.1p. 93; WHO,Ebola virus disease
preparedness strengthening tearbambia country visit 222 November2014 (url), pp. 810; Gambia (The),
Ministry of Health ans Social Welfare, The Gambia National Health Sector Strategic P{2020 1. (url).

(389 Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March (@@, 7Table 10.1, p. 93; WHO, Ebuiruis disease
preparedness strengthening team, Gambia country visif2 November 2014, 16 December 2014)( pp. 810;
Access Gambi&eneral Hospitalsn Gambia, n.d.ufl); Barrow, Lamin.M., Factors that influence access to mental
health care service, 2016r(), pp. 1718.
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(367) Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March(2@},7Table 10.1, p. 93.

(368 World Bank (The), Technical Brief: The Gambia, Dece@0#5 (rl); Barrow, Lamin K., Factors that
influence access to mental health care service, 2048, (p. 18; Blank, Molly and Brackett, JacKieavel Report,
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especially in the primary and secondary lev@!®) Under the Jammeh government, the
number of healthcare facilities rose and there were improvements in life expectancy and child
mortality. Meningitis, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and measles still represented health challenges.
No cases of Ebola were documented in The Gambiang the 201316 crsis in West Africa

(39 Thanks to international aid, substantial progress has been made in the battle against
malaria.(3"%) However, with 176 malaria deaths registred in 20¢%) the healthcare system

in The Gambia still faces significant challenges.

Tradtional medicine constitutes often the first point of contact for a significant proportion of
Gambian patients, as practitioners are scattered throughout the country and thus more
accessible in rural regions. Moreover, they often allow payments in kindesrtine options

which are more convenient for poor households. The Gambian authorities strive for a stronger
partnership with traditional practitioners in order to improve health service delivéf).

There is no social health insuranceTime GambiaThus, outof-the pocket expenditure on
health is high and constitutes a heavy burden for househ@tt.

1.14 Transport system

1.14.1 Air travel

Gambia has one airport: the international airport of Banjul (also known as Yundum airport). A
number of airlinesincludingBrussels Airlines, Royal Air Maroc and vuefipgdirectly to
Banjul, especially from European and West African destinations. Charter flights from and to
Great Britain, Scandinavia and the Netherlands are crucial to touénin 2015, 134560
touristsarrived by air(3"®) There are no local airports or domestic flight?)

Onsite assessment of healthcare systems and mPharesis integration feasifilig Gambial9 &ptember 2012
(url), pp 3-7; Gambia (The), GBoS, Statistical Abstract 2016, March @0j Téble 10.1, p. 93.

(389 World Bank (The), Technical Brief: The Gambia, December 201 Blank, Mdy and Brackett, Jackigravel
Report, Orsite assessment of healthcare systems and mPharesis integration feasibility in The GHdnbia
September 2012 rl), pp 3-7.

(379 WHO, WHO Caotry Cooperation 2002013, Gambia, 20024, pp. 38; WHO, Gambia: WHO statistical
profile, last updated January 2015rl); Barrow, Lamin F.MEactors that influence access to mental health care
service2016 (rl), pp. 1718; WHO, Ebola virus disease preparedness strengthening team, 16 DecembeanrB014 (
p. 18; WHO, Global Health Observatory country views, lasitegdl0 November 2016(); WHO, Humanitarian
Response Plan 2016, 201utl); Perfect, David, Historical Dictionary of TGambia, 2016, pp. 887, 127, 201;
Berger,Stephen,Infectious Diseases of GambR017 @rl), p. 42; Gambia (The), The Gambia Demographic and
"Health Survey 2013, Septber 2014(url), p. 3; McConnell, Bonnie B. and Dabore, Bishasic and the Ecology
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1.14.2 Port/river traffic

The port of Banjul is the most important port in The Gambia. Ocgdng ships can travek

least until Kaur (190 km upstream) or evemtiier on until Kuntaur (20 km upstream)’®)

There are approximately 20harvesfor small boats along the river Gambia. A journey to the
furthest port of Basse in thEpper River Regidtakes about five days, including loading and
unloading. The river is used primarily for the transport of goods. For passengers, there is a
boat service once a week from Banjul to Basse as well as excursion boats over shorter
stretches. People normally usiee roads parallel to the Gambia RivEr?)

1.14.3 Rail

There are no railways in The Gam{@ad never have been anyj%

1.14.4 Road traffic

The country has two main transport routes parallel to the Gambia River: one road on the
North Bankand one at the South Bankrhe road network is in poor conditidn. 2015, the

total length of roads was 15,514 kilometres of which 62.5% were p#&#&drransit traffic

travels slowly and is considered precarious, and the Gambia River can only be crossed by ferry
(seeMap 3: Ferries across The Gan)b@? There are very few bridges over the tributaries

of the Gambia: the link to St. Mary Island in the capital Ba@fflithe link to MacCarthy Island

near Sankuli Kunda/Janjanbur€¥) and the snall bridge near Chamdi®) in the far east of

the country.

The plan to build a large Gambia Bridge near Faraf&oriti Bankegion, Kerewan LGA) has
been under discussion for decades. TansGambiabridge would provide a rapid transport
link in the northsouth direction to Senegal and become part of fransGambia Highway
More broadly, it would be part of th&ransWest African Highwafrom Dakar to Lagog*®°)
The foundation stone was laid in Felry 2015 and the bridge is currently expected to be
finished by 2018(%%")

AUN overview magrom 2017 shows the border posts and access po{fit3.
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