
[image: image1.wmf] 

BiH, 76300 Bijeljina, P.O. Box 126, ul

. braće Gavrić

                   tel/fax: + 387 55 210 851 

 

 E

-

mail:

  

helodbor@teol.net

 , 

helcomm@teol.net

                          

tel/fax: + 387 55 201 532

 

 Web site:     http://www.helsinkirs.org

 

                            

tel/fax: 

+ 387 55 201 821                                                                                                              

     

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


NARRATIVE  REPORT

on the Activities within the Project NED – Grant

"Promotion, Protection and Monitoring of Human Rights in the Republika Srpska"

Period: 

January 1st – March 31st 2008

CONTENT:

1. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

2.1. OHR

Within this period the most significant event that occurred in relation with the status of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been the extension of the mandate of the Office of the High Representative (OHR) in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

The decision on this extension had been issued by the political directors of the Managing Board of the Peace Implementation Council (PIC) on the day of February 27th 2008 in Brussels.  

The mandate of the Office of the High Representative is not limited to a certain period of time, but it shall be subsequently decided upon after the assessment of the results achieved during the period of transition.  

Simply put, Bosnia and Herzegovina shall still remain under the supervision of the international community since it has not accomplished the transfer of all authorizations and responsibilities to the local authorities in the previous period, which fact could be most clearly perceived in differing attitudes of the political parties. These political parties pursue the common policies pursuant to their national and political qualifications, unobservant of the interests of all citizens of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina alone. Due to that, the institutions of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina are being made more and more feeble, as well as the legitimacy of the state itself.  

The Managing Board of the Peace Implementation Council and the wider circles of the international community shall render comprehensive support and assistance to the political figures in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the process of creating the conditions required for the complete transfer of all responsibilities to the local authorities, and in directing Bosnia and Herzegovina onto the course of the European integrations.  

The Peace Implementation Council has petitioned the political leaders in Bosnia and Herzegovina to review the laws on the reforms of the police urgently, and to pass them at the Assembly of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 The representatives of the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina, led by the High Representative Miroslav Lajčak, have continued to have numerous meetings with the political leaders of the most influential political parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina. All the respective talks have been related to the approval of the reforms within the police and to formation of the unified police forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The political leaders are still unable to devise a solution that would be satisfactory to all participants at the respective negotiations. In this issue, as well as in other matters, the High Representative does not want to impose any kind of solution, nor to take advantage of his authorizations granted by the Bonn Declaration i.e., to apply the appropriate measures against the individuals and political parties that hinder the said reforms. 

Beside the problems related to the reforms of the police, the international community is attempting to reduce the tensions in the Republic of Srpska that have increased subsequent to the recent proclamation of independence of Kosovo. All Serbian political parties and their leaders have stood against that act, issuing threatening statements that the Republika Srpska should secede from Bosnia and Herzegovina in the same way.   

The High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the majority of the diplomatic representatives of the western countries in Bosnia and Herzegovina have denounced such attitudes of the Serbian politicians from the Republic of Srpska. They cannot establish any connection between the proclamation of independence of Kosovo and the proposition that states that the Republic of Srpska could apply for independence from Bosnia and Herzegovina in the same manner.  

Miroslav Lajčak has addressed an explicit message to the Serbian politicians in the Republic of Srpska that there could be no prospects for the referendum on secession of the Republic of Srpska, since that entity represents the constitutional part of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina whose territorial integrity and sovereignty has been firmly determined by the Dayton Peace Agreement.     

2.2. EU

The representatives of the European Union (EU), led by the Commissioner for Enlargement of the EU Olli Rehn, are exerting more extensive efforts towards facilitation of signing the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) than the politicians of Bosnia and Herzegovina should exert.

The Commissioner Rehn has issued a message to the politicians in Bosnia and Herzegovina stating that they should pass the state laws on the police forces and solve the other crucial issues as soon as possible, and only after that Bosnia and Herzegovina could, as soon as by the end of April, enter the Stabilization and Association Agreement. With the Stabilization and Association Agreement signed, Bosnia and Herzegovina would receive a substantial financial support from the funds of the European Union for realization of the essential projects. 

2.3. USA

The American administration supports the unified state of Bosnia and Herzegovina and expects that the political differences would be exceeded and that the political leaders would agree upon the implementation of the reforms within the police forces, of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the other projects requisite for its admission into the European Union.  

The USA has also demonstrated their affection for the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina by commencing the construction of the Embassy edifice in Sarajevo. This modern building shall have about 11,000 m2 of functional space, and its construction should be completed by the year of 2010. The value of the construction works is estimated to more than 105 million US dollars.   

2.4. USA Suspended Support to the SNSD 

The Government of the USA has suspended its support to the Union of the Independent Social-Democrats (SNSD), which is the ruling political party in the Republic of Srpska, and which is led by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Srpska Milorad Dodik.

Thus far the support was being assigned from the programme financed by the governmental organizations USAID, NDI and IRI, which support included financial donations, technical assistance and political education. Suspension of support has been explained by the fact that “the programmes and the political operation of the SNSD were not in compliance with the preferences of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina that imply the Euro-Atlantic integrations”.  

SNSD and its leader Milorad Dodik have objections against the reforms of the police and the Constitution, and they also make threats of secession of the Republic of Srpska from the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially after the recent proclamation of independence of Kosovo.   

3. PERFORMANCE OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

Functioning of the common institutions of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina is not taking place in the way it should. The entity authorities, particularly the authorities of the Republic of Srpska, are rather inclined to stand up for their own interests than for the interests of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Non-functioning of the state institutions is obvious, as one could see from the events related to commemoration of the National Day of Bosnia and Herzegovina, March 1st. 

This holiday is observed only in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and only by the members of the Bosnian nationality, while the Croatians do not observe this holiday at all. The National Day of Bosnia and Herzegovina is not recognized in the Republic of Srpska, where it is treated as an ordinary weekday with no particular festivities. The Serbian politicians in the Republic of Srpska are tending to completely ignore and disrespect the National Day of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Even the representatives of the Republic of Srpska at the common institutions of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Council of Ministers, the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina) do not attend the festivities that occur on that day.    

3.1. Over-priced Administration  

According to the estimates of many foreign analysts, the state administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina is over-priced, which fact causes justifiable revolt of the citizens.  

The deputies at the state Parliament also enjoy numerous benefits. One of them is provision of the official mobile telephones whose bills are paid by the state. The deputies also receive regular salaries which are amongst the highest in the country. Nevertheless, in addition to that the new laws on revenues of the government officials have been passed, so the salaries of the deputies, all allowances included, shall reach 3,000 Euros.  

This approach of the Parliament deputies towards the state budget and their neglect towards the difficult social status of the majority of the citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina speaks for itself and show s that their personal interests are the primary ones.  

At the same time, the research conducted by the Centre for Civil Initiatives (CCI) from Sarajevo indicates that the representatives of the authorities do not accept the common citizens as their partners, nor do they take their attitudes and suggestions into consideration. Therefore, in the course of issuing the decisions at the level of the state, the interests of the citizens are not being taken care of, which leads to a conclusion that the rule of the state in not based upon the foundations of the common democracy. 

3.2. Diplomatic Service 

Performance of the diplomatic services of Bosnia and Herzegovina is also under the constant criticism of the general public. The process of appointing the persons that shall represent the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the world is subjected to the interests of individual political parties. Bosnia and Herzegovina also does not have the sufficient number of diplomats who would have the appropriate level of education and experience. 

The proof to that statement is the most recent appointment of the ambassadors of Bosnia and Herzegovina to 10 different countries (performed on February 14th). Among the ambassadors appointed on that occasion majority of them are completely unknown to the general public, and they have had no previous experience in diplomacy so far.  

Recklessness of the authorities is also manifested not only in the fact that not a single state institution of Bosnia and Herzegovina has the original text of the Dayton Peace Agreement in its possession, but that no one actually knows where this document is.       

4. PERFORMANCE OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF SRPSKA 

The National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska (NSRS) once again has voted on the reforms of the police. Pursuant to the reports and the suggestions of the Government of the Republic of Srpska, the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska has passed the decision, which stipulates that the competencies of the entities over the police forces cannot be transferred to the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. That implies that the Republic of Srpska has decided to maintain the current structure and competence over the police, and that it does not accept the unified police of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Apropos the Decision on Independence of Kosovo, the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska has declared (through the votes of the Serbian deputies) that it does not approve of this Decision and that it considers it null and void, i.e., the National Assembly maintains by the thesis that Kosovo still is a part of Serbia.   

The Serbian deputies have also passed a resolution, which stipulates that in case the independence of Kosovo would be approved of by the United Nations (UN), the Republic of Srpska would also have the right to demand its independence, i.e., secession from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The said resolution has nor been approved by the representatives of the Bosnian nation in the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska, and the majority of the members of international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, headed by the Office of the High Representative, has also denounced the act of issuing of that resolution.  

Such a resolution by the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska has provided a significant incentive to the extremists and to the Republic of Srpska for organizing allegedly peaceful protests against proclamation of independence of Kosovo. The protests have been led by a group of non-governmental organizations known under the name of SPONA, which has been inviting the citizens overtly to stand up against that decision. As their main demand SPONA has set the demand for proclamation of independence of the Republic of Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina by the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska, without a referendum.   

During the protests, as it has been expected, disturbances and clashes of the protesters with the police forces occurred. Uncontrolled protesters have attacked the offices of the diplomatic representatives in Banja Luka (of the USA and France), and the businesses and shops owned by the citizens of the Albanian nationality. Several protesters and members of the police have been injured in the riots. Due to the threat of possible recurrence of the attacks, the office of the American Embassy had been closed for several days.  

At the most massive protest in Banja Luka complete political management of the Republic of Srpska: the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik, member of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina Rajko Kuzmanović, the President of the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska Igor Radojičić, and others. The incidents and clashes of the protesters with the police occurred after these statesmen have rendered their speeches before the protesters.   

Similar protests have been held in several other towns, all having the same scenario. The protesters have been carrying the paroles «Kosovo is Serbia», and have been singing Serbian nationalistic songs.  

The students of the high schools have also been involved in the protests. Their presence in the streets has been instigated by the school principals, and also tacitly by the Minister of Education of the Republic of Srpska. 

In certain schools the students who had refused to attend the protests have been penalized by the school management, and in some cases they have been threatened by expulsion.      

In the study performed by the Centre for Civil Initiatives (CCI) the deputies of the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska have not obtained a positive assessment of their activities.   

In the course of the year 2007, out of planned 147 laws the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska has passed only 65 laws, 25 of which have been amendments to the laws currently in effect, and 45 of them have been passed by the urgent procedure. 

According to the above mentioned study, in the course of the previous year certain number of the deputies to the National Assembly had never applied for the debate, although they receive very high salaries to do so.    

4.1. The Government of the Republic of Srpska  

The Government of the Republic of Srpska has set the Draft of the Law on manners of acquisition of assets into the procedure. Pursuant to this Draft of the Law, the manner of acquisition of the assets of the recent tycoons would be subjected to verification, starting from the year of 1997.  

The Law stipulates establishment of a special Agency that would have the right to request and receive the reports from all institutions of the state on the financial status of specified individuals for whom the process of verification of assets acquisition would be initiated.   

5. THE SITUATION IN PRISONS

The situation in prisons is not changing for the better, not in the least. The problems related to the accommodation of the convicts, healthcare, nourishment and safety still remain the same.   

All prisons are overpopulated, and some of them do not meet even the least minimum of conditions for maintenance of accommodation, hygiene and nourishment of the convicts.   

Along with that, the prisons personnel and managements of certain prisons provide certain individuals inappropriate privileges, frequent outings and long-term leaves from the facilities.   

It is common practice now that certain convicts (tycoons, influential lobbyists, mobsters and the similar) serve their sentences on parole. They do check in to the prisons in order to serve their sentences, but then they go home and return to the prisons only in case of need or upon a summon of the prison management. During their period out, they usually keep on pursuing their activities, even those illegal ones for which they have been trialled and sentenced, and so continue to acquire illegitimate assets. There is no doubt that the managements of the prisons or the competent individuals of the judicial system do have certain benefits from such behaviour.   

 The security conditions in prisons are not at the proper level, which leads to frequent escapes of the convicts.   

The Department of Justice of the Republic of Srpska is undoubtedly aware of such conditions in prisons, but no radical measures are being applied towards the improvement of these conditions. Only some of the problems are addressed, and only partially, or upon occurrence of incidents in the prisons.  

The convicts themselves also use these conditions to frequently state their dissatisfaction with their positions in the prisons. Smaller or larger protests or riots of convicts often occur in the prisons. In such cases, the prison personnel refer to torture upon the perpetrators, or to illicit penal measures against the convicts.  

In their reports on violations of the human rights the «Amnesty International» also indicates the dire conditions in the prisons of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the physical torture upon the convicts.     

The European Committee (EC) is also acquainted with the unfavourable conditions in the prisons of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In order to improve such conditions, the European Committee in cooperation with the Department of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina has implemented the project named «Support to the management of the correctional facilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina», to which purpose the European Committee has donated the amount of 200,000 Euros. About one hundred prison officials and court police officers had attended this eight-month training.   

In this project the stress had been set upon improvement of the safety measures in prisons, improvement of healthcare of the convicts, procurement of appropriate equipment, increase in the accommodation capacities and construction of a new building of the state prison.    

5.1. Mutiny of Convicts 

The largest riot of the convicts occurred on March 21st 2008, in which about 80 convicts of the Tunjice prison in Banja Luka participated. The convicts barricaded themselves within one ward of the prison and refused to return to their cells, demanding to be visited by the Minister of Justice.  

According to the official statements, the riot had occurred due to the dire conditions in the prison, maltreatment of the convicts, bribery and corruption among the prison guards and members of the prison management.  

The riots have been ended on the second day, after the meeting with the Minister of Justice, who has promised that the demands of the convicts would be fulfilled.   

5.2. Torture 

Immediately after the end of the mutiny, the prison guards have locked some twenty of the most vociferous convicts into a separate room, and subsequently some of them have been subjected to physical torture. 

After that, the ombudsman of the Republic of Srpska has visited the prison, and subsequently in his report he has stated that at least five convicts have been severely beaten and that they have sought medical assistance, whereas the prison physician has issued them appropriate reports on the degree of the injuries they have suffered.       

The case of the Tunjice prison mutiny and of the torture upon the convicts is not closed yet, since the competent Department of the State still has not completed the investigation upon the case.  

5.3. Fight  

One of the incidents has been registered at the prison in Foča. In that prison a fight between two convicts had occurred. One of the convicts sustained injuries in the area of shoulders, since the other convict had cut him with a handmade glass dagger. The injured convict has been transferred to the hospital in Foča and kept for further medical treatment.   

At the prison of Foča, by the end of January, hunger strike of a minor number of convicts occurred, who have been dissatisfied with the accommodation and the quality of sustenance. The Department of Justice of the Republic of Srpska has officially denied that this hunger strike had occurred.   

5.4. State Prison  

Commencement of construction of the state prison in the Eastern Sarajevo (the Republic of Srpska) is several months late. The reason of this delay is due to waiting for the appropriate law to be passed, as well as in the shortage of financial means.  

About 15 million Euros will be necessary for the construction of this prison, and the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina expects that the major part of those finances would be obtained from the foreign donations. The process of collecting the financial means is not developing as it has been planned. In the current year about two million Euros shall be assigned for the construction of the state prison from the budget of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

5.5. Prisons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina  

The unfavourable conditions are also present in the majority of prisons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The most significant problem is the shortage of accommodation capacities. Therefore, currently 311 convict is situated at the prisons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina while the capacities allow only 217 units for the convicts. Due to that, the prison authorities are being forced to postpone serving of the sentences for certain effectively convicted persons.    

At the Correctional Facility in Sarajevo hunger strike of eight convicts has been reported in the first half of February. After several days of the hunger strike, the convicts have been submitted to the medical treatment, after which they have ended their strike.     

6. REFORM OF THE POLICE 

The problems that follow the passing of the law on the unified police forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina have continued in this period. The opposing discussions and attitudes have been heard from the representatives of different political parties.   

The draft of the law on seven police bodies at the level of entire state of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been passed by voting at the sessions of the House of Representatives and the House of Commons of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Nevertheless, the final statement on passing of that law was supposed to be issued by the Committee for Defence and Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina. No consent on the passing of the Law had been achieved at the session of that Committee, so all the issues referring to the police forces still remain at the same positions. 

The representatives of the international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, headed by the Office of the High Representative, have petitioned the politicians on several occasions to realize that they are obliged to synchronize their attitudes and pass the Law on unified police. Passing of this law represents one of the most significant conditions for signing the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union.  

The politicians have been given the final deadline of April 3rd to pass the said aw on police, since in the contrary they would become void of the right to sign the Stabilization and Association Agreement.    

6.1. Police at the Missions of the UN 

The Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina has commenced the preparations for sending 24 policemen to the ensuing missions of the United Nations (UN) at the critical regions in the world.  

In the course of their previous activities in those missions the policemen of Bosnia and Herzegovina have performed their duties successfully in Liberia, Sudan, Cyprus, Haiti and East Timor.  

6.2. Excess of Authorizations 

In the course of the previous year the Centre of Public Security (CJB) of Banja Luka has suspended 29 police officers, while eight police officers have been removed from the force. Penal measures against those police officers ensued due to violation of their official authorizations, or due to their involvement into certain criminal acts.   

Two brothers, Vladimir (27) and Darko (25) Vrančić from Banja Luka have filed reports against twenty police officers of Banja Luka to the Internal Control of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MUP) of the Republic of Srpska, for beating them during the night between February 1st and 2nd.   

According to the statements of the Vrančić brothers, the police officers in civil clothes have attacked them in the street with no apparent reason and started beating them. Some of the policemen have been beating them on the head with the handles of their weapons. The beating was stopped by the patrolling police officers who happened to be passing by the scene.  

At the scene of the incident he police officers of the Police Station 1 have found the Vrančić brothers and another young man Dejan Trninić beaten up, with perceptible bleeding wounds on their heads. The police could not determine with whom exactly these three had been fighting, but they have filed reports for violation of public peace and safety against those unnamed individuals.    

7.  REFORM OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM  

The changes within the judicial system in Bosnia and Herzegovina are still being implemented. The major part of the reforms has already been completed, but the judicial system still has a substantial number of tasks to accomplish in order to be thoroughly reformed.  

One of the most significant problems that oppress the judicial system of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a large number of unsettled cases. Currently the courts of Bosnia and Herzegovina have more than 1.9 million of unsettled cases. More than one half of those cases (56 %) are related to collecting of debts for various communal services. 

As for solving those cases, the Supreme Court and Prosecution Council (VSTV) suggested that those could be settled through the extrajudicial proceedings, mediation and settlement, and that the entities of the Federation should settle the communal debts for the socially deprived families. 

One of the major problems of the judicial system is also the lack of the appropriate facilities (courtrooms, notary offices and archives), shortage of the state-of-art equipment, and of the qualified and experienced personnel (judges and prosecutors).   

The President of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina has also stressed the problem of insufficiently qualified personnel, noting that the low instance courts (appellative, municipal, cantonal and district court) employ the judges and prosecutors with rather modest legal knowledge and experience. As a consequence, it happens that the procedures are not being handled in professional manner and pursuant to the law, which is the reason why many of the rulings of the low instance courts are being annulled.  

In this period the reconstruction of the edifice of the Appellative Court in Banja Luka has been completed, and the American Government participated in financing the works with 1200,000 Euros. The edifice of the Appellative Court in Srebrenica also has been reconstructed, and the building of the Court in Eastern Sarajevo has been completed as well.  

7.1. Complaints against the Courts  

In the course of the previous year the Office of the disciplinary prosecutor of the Supreme Court and Prosecution Council (VSTV) of Bosnia and Herzegovina has solved 1,620 complaints filed by the citizens against the performance of the holders of the judicial functions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Out of that number, 1.547 complaints have been found to be unfounded, while in 73 cases it has been found that the grounds for initiation of disciplinary actions against certain judges and prosecutors existed. 

23 disciplinary charges had been filed, 19 against the judges and four against the prosecutors, plus one request for suspension.     

Three written warnings had been issued, nine public warnings, nine salary deductions, one discharge from office, and three resignations from the functions of judges and prosecutors.   

The Disciplinary Office is not capable to proceed upon all complaints, due to the shortage of qualified personnel who could perform such actions. 

According to the complaints filed, one could ascertain the suspicion that certain judicial institutions and individuals are under the influence of the politics, financial and mafia lobbies and certain influential individuals.  

The proof to this theory are the facts that the criminal charges against the members of the said circles remain unprocessed for several years, and some even fall obsolete.  

As an example, the District Prosecution of Doboj has refused to perform the investigation on certain influential individuals from that town and from Derventa who had been suspected of human trafficking and solicitation. The case had to be taken over by the Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina.        

7.2. Notaries 

One of the obligatory acts of reform has been carried out with the commencement of office of the notaries in the Republic of Srpska. Starting from the May 12th, in most of the cities in the Republic of Srpska the notary offices have been opened, 58 in total. By the means of notary offices the regular courts should be relieved, and a new feeling of confidence in the domestic legal practice, by the example of the West Europe countries, should be established. 

The notary offices in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina are in function since May 2007. 

7.3. The Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Within the judicial system of Bosnia and Herzegovina a new office of the Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been established in Srebrenica (on March 1st).   

The filed office of the Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Division for war crimes, has the task to precipitate the investigations and to collect the evidence on war crimes committed in Srebrenica and its vicinity.  

The Government of Norway has donated 200,000 Euros for the office in Srebrenica.  

7.4. The Education Centre 

The Centre for Education of judges and prosecutors of the Republic of Srpska has been given a new edifice in Banja Luka. The American Government has donated 150,000 Euros for the construction and furnishing of the offices of this Centre.  

7.5. The Supreme Court of the Republic of Srpska

In the course of the year of 2007, the Supreme Court of the Republic of Srpska has settled 2,704 cases, so the accomplished norm of the Court amounts to 243%. Another 2,315 cases have still remained unsettled before the Supreme Court.  

For the purpose of increasing the efficiency of performance, the Government of the Republic of Srpska has planned to add another two stories to the existing edifice of the Court, which would serve as courtrooms, for which works 750,000 Euros shall be reserved from the budget.     

8. REFORM OF EDUCATION 

The reform of the educations system in Bosnia and Herzegovina is being carried out in slow pace and with multitude of problems. The competent Ministries and institutions do not perform all required activities that would lead the education towards the European standards.   

Particular difficulties have occurred in the reform of university education, since even the existing law regulations are not being pursued. 

The European Committees and the Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina have executed the mutual project «Fortification of the education system in Bosnia and Herzegovina». The work upon the project lasted for three years and it included preparation of all documents required for enforcement of the Declaration of Bologna.  

In order to execute these documents, the support is expected from the authorities and institutions of all levels, through provision of finances, of appropriate facilities, classrooms, cabinets and teaching staff, as well as participation of the students.   

Due to the discordance of the laws and due to the differences in interpreting the Declaration of Bologna, the high education is in chaos. The state universities do meet the legal requirement partially, while the majority of the private faculties do not meet even the minimum of the requirements for operation of the high education institutions. 

Such conditions serve to the purpose of various profiteers who establish private faculties that have no adequate facilities, equipment or personnel. The courses at these faculties are usually taught by various visiting teachers, rather often on weekends or late in the evenings. The practical training courses and examinations are also being improvised.         

(
Annulment of the Diplomas 

During the previous year, the educational inspection of the Republic of Srpska has requested annulment of more than 500 university degree diplomas, and has annulled the enrolment of about 500 students.   

The reason for annulment of the said diplomas is that a certain number of those had been falsified, while the rest of them had been issued by the faculties that do not have the permit to perform their activities. 

The annulment of the enrolment to the faculties occurred due to the fact that the respective students had not completed the appropriate level of education prior to the enrolment, or because they have submitted the falsified enrolment documents. 

(
Ministries of Education 

The problems in the system of education have been the subject of the Conference of the Ministers of Education of Bosnia and Herzegovina, also attended by the representatives of the entity and cantonal ministers of education of the Brčko District, the Minister of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the President of the Council of Ministers and the High Representative in u Bosnia and Herzegovina (held on March 12th).   

At this Conference it has been agreed that discrimination, i.e. national and religious segregation, in schools should be prevented, and that the European contents of education should be introduced into schools.  

On this occasion it has also been agreed that the agencies for pre-school, primary and secondary education should be established, and also the agencies for the pedagogical institutes and educational inspections at the common level. 

The highest representatives of the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina have signed the Memorandum on understanding towards the establishment of the Conference of ministers of education in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

This body should consolidate the unified educational systems within the pre-school, primary and secondary education.  

(
Problems 

The problems at the primary education system are most frequent at the Republic of Srpska, in regard of introduction of the subjects with national content into the regular education system.  

The legal conditions for that do exist, but the local authorities often avoid allowing the Bosnian students to attend the courses in Bosnian language, national history and geography. These problems have bee present at the region of Srebrenica, but the process of solving these problems is under way.  

The most significant problem at the primary and secondary education in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina are the, so-called, two schools under one roof. 

That is the case at the cantons with Croatian majority where the students are divided by the nationality and where they attend their courses by different programmes. 

The Bosnian students attend their classes before noon and in Bosnian training programme, while the Croatian students attend the same school in the afternoons and in Croatian training programme.   

The most drastic case of dividing the students which almost borders with segregation is recorded in Čapljina. The local and cantonal authorities have separated the students of the so-called «two schools under one roof» into two completely separate and distant school buildings. From the former «two schools under one roof» the Bosnian and Serbian students (about 900 of them) have been transferred to attend their lessons in another building in which the detention camp for the Bosnians used to be during the war. The parents have protested against such an obvious discrimination and segregation, and they do not allow their children to attend classes in that building. The problem still remains unsolved.  

One of the problems that oppress education is introduction of religion teaching at all levels of education. According to the former regulations, the religious teachings should be taught only in the primary schools. But, the influential lobbies of all religious communities wanted to introduce the religious teachings into the secondary school as well. The Islamic community maintains that the religious teachings should also be introduced into the pre-school education (kindergartens). The discussion upon the subject is held in public, and one may suppose that the religious communities shall succeed in achieving their intentions.   

(
REPATRIATION 

The entity and local authorities in the Republic of Srpska do not engage themselves in facilitation of the repatriation process. The authorities should provide the repatriates with employment, health and social insurance, conditions for education of their children, and the conditions for maintenance of the cultural and religious traditions. Not a single local community in the Republic of Srpska had provided any of these conditions as yet.  

Avoidance of responsibilities on the side of the authorities is but a part of the political strategy intended to allow the return of the least possible number of non-Serbian repatriates (Bosnians, Croatians, Rhomanis) to the territory of  the Republic of Srpska, and that strategy seems to be carried out successfully. 

For that reason the authorities in the majority of cases tolerate the incidents directed against the repatriates and their assets.  

The incidents are usually recorded, but the background of them is not being investigated, nor are the investigations against the perpetrators being initiated.  

In certain cases the authorities themselves violate the rights of the repatriates and their proprietary rights, all towards the goal of preventing the repatriation process, or of inducing the repatriates to leave their homes and leave for another entity or another country. 

Such cases have been reported in case of the repatriates to the settlement of Kotorsko near Doboj, where the authorities have assigned the Bosnian land to the displaced persons of Serbian nationality to build their homes upon it.  

The Bosnian repatriates to Trebinje (South-Eastern part of the Republic of Srpska) have the similar difficulties. 

The Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC) is also involved in these activities, having illicitly built several religious edifices upon the Bosnian soil.   

Repatriation is also prevented by maintaining by the names of the institutions, streets and commemoration of holidays that refer exclusively to the Orthodox faith and Serbian nation. In certain public institutions, such as sport clubs, culture clubs and municipal units the portraits of the persons indicted for war crimes still hang upon the walls. Along with that, in many administrative offices and in the police of the Republic of Srpska the persons who have committed violations of human rights, beatings and persecutions and even murders of the Bosnians, Croatians and Rhomanis during the war still hold their positions. 

The Eparchy of Banja Luka has warned the authorities of the Republic of Srpska that they do not exert efforts towards repatriation of the Croatians to the Republic of Srpska. According to the data of the Eparchies, more than 8,000 Croatians who have escaped to Croatia during the war would like to return to their previous settlements in the Republic of Srpska. But, the majority of the residential and business facilities at the Croatian settlements of this Eparchy have been demolished. 

The representatives of the Eparchy, of the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Croatian Consul in Banja Luka have visited one of these settlements at the village of Liskovica, Mrkonjić Grad Municipality (western part of the Republic of Srpska), accompanied by a dozen of citizens who wish to return to that village.  

In order to facilitate the repatriation to that village, the power and water supply has to be provided first. The representatives of the Government of the Republic of Srpska have only made a promise that they would help in providing the minimum of the conditions for normal life in that village.  

Certain local authorities do not want to acknowledge that civil victims of war exist among the repatriate Bosnians, so they deny them the right to receive financial support on that grounds (in form of the disability allowances).  

At the municipality of Bratunac 25 Bosnian repatriates have submitted their request to the local administration for obtaining the status of the civil victims of war on the grounds of having been held captives at the detention camps during the war. None of them had been allowed to obtain that status. 

Certain Bosnian repatriates to Srebrenica have already left the town in fear of being arrested and delivered to the Serbian police. According to their information, the police of the Republic of Serbia have issued warrants for the arrest of certain citizens of Srebrenica for alleged war crimes against the Serbs. 

The repatriates to Srebrenica are in fear that the police of the Republic of Srpska could arrest them on the grounds of such warrants and deliver them to the police of Serbia, where they would be prosecuted for war crimes.  

The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Srpska has denied these allegations and the existence of the alleged warrant list for arrest of the Bosnians of Srebrenica. 

In certain areas of the Republic of Srpska the repatriates are being threatened and advised to leave their homes and move to the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The threats are also directed to the religious officials and activists of Islamic Community.   

The gravest threats have been directed towards the chief Imam of Trebinje Hussein Hodžić and the president of the Islamic Community of Gacko (south-eastern part of the Republic of Srpska) Lutvo Fazlagić. 

These incidents have been reported to the local police.       

The Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina has developed a plan for more efficient repatriation of t he refugees and the displaced persons, which plan has also been adopted by the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

According to this plan, about 500 million Euros should be provided for the realization of the repatriation plan.      

About 300 million Euros is required for reconstruction of the residential facilities, and some 240 million Euros for providing the conditions for sustainable return. 

It has been stipulated that this plan should be carried out within the following three years. But, according to the previous appointment of about 50 million Euros per year for repatriation, it appears that the realization of the plan would take almost ten years. 

(
INCIDENTS  

In this period as well, multiple incidents had occurred that have been directed against the repatriation of the Bosnians upon their properties. Some of those incidents have also been motivated by the internal disputes of certain criminal groups. 

The investigations upon those incidents are not being intensively pursued. In most cases the police record the incident, but do not pursue the investigation thoroughly towards its completion.  

(
Gacko

A group of some ten bullies have attacked the houses of the Bosnian repatriates Ramiz Hebib and Murat Sadiković at the village of Ravni, Gacko Municipality (on January 10th).

The front doors of both houses have been demolished, the windows have been broken and several roof tiles have been damaged.  

(
Prijedor

Unidentified perpetrators have stolen about 400 meters of electric cord from the construction site of the City Mosque in Prijedor (on January 17th). The police have succeeded in finding the thieves after two days. 

(
Trebinje

During the night between January 19th and January 20th at the Arslanagić Bridge in Trebinje the unidentified perpetrators have demolished the inscription plate with the history and construction plan of that bridge, The Bridge is the legacy of the Bosnian family of Arslanagić.

(
Banjaluka

An unidentified perpetrator has cast a hand grenade into the yard of the family home of Slobodan Marić in Trn near Banja Luka (on January 27th). The explosion has damaged the vehicle of the owner and the front facade of the house. No one had been injured.      

(
Prijedor

A hand grenade has been cast upon the house of the Bosnian citizen T. S. at the Tukovi settlement near Prijedor. The detonation has damaged the façade of the house. 

(
Banjaluka

Offensive inscriptions had been written upon the walls of the Serbian Radical Party (SRS) in Banja Luka (on February 3rd). The police had performed the evidencing and initiated the investigation against the perpetrators. 

(
Trebinje

The unidentified perpetrators have set fire under the vehicle «Passat» owned by Marko Janjić from Trebinje (on January 9th). The police had performed the evidencing and initiated the investigation against the perpetrators.

(
Prijedor

The unidentified perpetrators have damaged the memorial statues in honour of the members of the partisan units of the World War II (on February 14th) at the City Park in Prijedor. 

(
Bijeljina

At the Orthodox cemetery in Janja (Municipality of Bijeljina) 20 headstones had been demolished. After two days the police have found tree minors who have committed that act while under the influence of alcohol. The misdemeanour charge has been initiated against those perpetrators. 

(
Bijeljina

The unidentified perpetrators have damaged the monument to the combatants of the Army of the Republic of Srpska at the village of Ljeskovac near Bijeljina (on February 24th). 

(
Banjaluka

The unidentified perpetrators have written the insulting graffiti upon the walls of the Mufti House of the Islamic Community at the settlement of Mejdan in Banja Luka, and demolished one headstone at the Moslem cemetery (on February 24th).

(
FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA 

This period has been marked by major discussions related to the freedom of the media in the Republic of Srpska. 

Certain media from Sarajevo have announced that the major media of the Republic of Srpska «Radio and Television of the Republic of Srpska» (RTRS), and the printed media «Nezavisne Novine», «Glas Srpske», and «Fokus» are under the direct influence of the current government of the Republic of Srpska, and the Union of the Independent Social-Democrats (SNSD) and the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik. According to the orders of these authorities the said media have created «black lists» that contain the names of the persona non grata for the ruling circles, so that these persons are not to be mentioned in public.  

That allegation was also admitted by the Office of the High Representative, so the High Representative Deputy Ralf Gregorian has summoned a meeting with the persons from the alleged black list and with the representatives of certain non-governmental organizations who support these allegations. The meeting was attended by the representatives of the OSCE and of the embassies of the USA, Great Britain, France and Germany. 

A conclusion of that meeting has been issued for the public, stating that these allegations are true and that the media in the Republic of Srpska do boycott certain individuals who criticize the ruling establishment and point out to the omissions and criminal affairs of the ruling circles. 

This statement has caused major reactions within the said media and within the ruling establishment.  

All the said media and their editorial collegiums have fully denounced the said allegations with an observation that a major campaign is being led against the media of the Republic of Srpska, which campaign is intended for preventing the implementation of the guaranteed freedoms of speech, thought and reporting. The media of the Republic of Srpska claim that they do stand for and promote the democratic freedoms.   

The denouncement to the said allegations has also been issued by the representatives of all ruling structures, the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik, the President of the Republic of Srpska Rajko Kuzmanović, the President of the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska, as well as the deputies at the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska.   

The Prime Minister Dodik has claimed that “the Republic of Srpska could only be praised for its freedom of the media”.  

(
Prime Minister Dodik Banned the Reporters from the Panel Discussion 

Only a few days after the above mentioned discussions, the reporters have been prevented to attend the public panel discussion in Bijeljina where the Prime Minister of the Republic of Srpska Milorad Dodik was the guest participant. 

The panel discussion was organized upon the event of the 10th year of the first election of Dodik to the position of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Srpska (January 19th 1998). The session has been attended only by the reporters of the «Radio and Television BN» from Bijeljina, while the rest of the reporters have been prevented from accessing the hall in which the panel discussion was being held.  

The reporters requested an explanation from the Prime Minister Dodik, who responded that it was none of his business.  

(
Assault against a Journalist 

Upon the occasion of the protests against the proclamation of the independence of Kosovo in Banja Luka, the unwanted incidents had occurred when the protesters had attempted to attack the building of the USA Consulate. In general mayhem a policeman had hit and slightly injured the cameraman of the RTV BN. 

The Chief of the Police of the Republic of Srpska Uroš Pena has criticized that act and apologized to the said reporter and to the Redaction of the RTV BN, stating that the incident had occurred unintentionally, and that it had not been directed against any individual reporter. The policeman in question had also apologized for his mistake.   

(
Penalties against the Media 

The regulatory Committee for Communications (RAK) has issued the pecuniary penalties and public warnings to seven Radio and Television stations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the breach of the code on broadcasting. 

The Radio of the Republic of Srpska has been fined with 1,500 Euros for broadcasting the programme out of the allowed range. 

The Radio Naba from Visoko has been fined with 1,000 Euros for the same offence.  

RTV BN has been fined with 1,000 Euros for breach of the frequency range of its broadcast. 

The Television Pink for Bosnia and Herzegovina has been fined with 500 Euros for inappropriate, insulting and vulgar vocabulary of the presenter of a certain show. 

RTRS and the Alternative Television from Banja Luka have been issued written warnings for broadcasting the SMS messages of insulting and provocative content.   

A written warning has also been issued to the TV Alfa from Sarajevo for breaching the code on sponsorship and advertising.   

(
Reform of the Public Service 

The implementation of reform of the public service is delayed, although it represents one of the conditions for signing the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Uunion. 

At the meeting of the representatives of the public broadcasters (BHT, RTRS and RTVF of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and the representatives of the Office of the High Representative, a conclusion has been reached that the reforms have to be implemented as soon as possible, for the process of which the entity assemblies and the Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina are in charge.  

The management of the Public Service BHT indicates that the politics is meddling with the editorial policies of this media through the Management Board, attempting to appoint their respective personnel to the positions of editors-in-chief of certain programmes, particularly the informative ones.  

Such actions of the authorities has been criticized by the Mission of the OSCE in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which has characterized such behaviour as pressurizing the media and violation of the freedoms of the media.   

The Regulatory Committee for Communications (RAK) experiences the same problems. The Council of RAK has appointed the same person again to the position of its Director (Kemal Huseinović). The Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the other hand, wants to appoint their candidate and demands the elections for the Director of RAK to be repeated.     

(
Students at the Training Course in Journalism 

The Faculty of Political Sciences (FNP) in Sarajevo has signed the Agreement on Cooperation with 22 media houses in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which regulates the conditions of practical training courses for the students of journalism.  

(
New Editors 

The new management has been appointed at the «Glas Srpske» Daily from Banja Luka. Boris Dimitrašević, former marketing director of the «Nezavisne novine» has been appointed to the position of the Director. Mirjana Kusmuk, former editor at the «Nezavisne novine» has been appointed to the position of the new Editor-in-chief. 

The «Glas Srpske» has a new owner. This media has been jointly bought by the «Nezavisne novine» and the company «Integral» from Laktaši near Banja Luka. 

Now the Company «Nezavisne novine» owns all three daily newspapers in the Republic of Srpska: the «Nezavisne Novine» Daily, the «Glas Srpske» Daily, and the «Fokus» Daily. 

(
The Radio of the Islamic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina

A new Radio station BIR, founded by the Islamic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina, has commenced its broadcasting in Sarajevo. The Radio BIR shall at first cover the area of Sarajevo, Zenica and Tuzla, and shall broadcast its programme at the interval between 7:00 and 15:00.    

(
Charges against the Media  

The attorney at law from Tuzla Faruk Balijagić has filed charges against all editors-in-chief of the most prominent media in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The reason for this action is the information published by those media in respect of the investigation pursued by the police of Doboj against several persons for organizing the chain of prostitution in Derventa. 

The said lawyer has stated that by publishing the information in the police domain, the media have initiated a chase of his clients indicted for organized prostitution.  

(
FREEDOM OF CONFESSION 

The representatives of the authorities, religious communities and the citizens are all for the freedoms of confession, but in practice, in everyday life, these freedoms are often violated and the members of minority religions are often subject to discrimination.  

In the Republic of Srpska all granted freedoms and privileges in implementation of these freedoms are exclusively allowed to the members of the Orthodox faith. The majority of the entity holidays is related to the religious events or persons, and the entity Government allows substantial amounts of money from the budget for the support to the Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC) in its activities and construction of new religious shrines.       

The local authorities are either indifferent towards the other confessions, Islam or Catholicism, or allow them only symbolic support. 

The Moslem clergy and their religious shrines are subject to threats and assaults. One of the most drastic examples is frequent threats to the chief Imam of Trebinje Husein Hodžić and demands set before the authorities of his expulsion from that town. The also threats arrived from the clergy of the SPC from Trebinje and the Eparch Grigorije of Herzegovina and Zahumlje, as well as from the representatives of the local authorities and the principal of the municipality.    

These threats have been most explicitly condemned by the management of the Islamic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and protection has been demanded from the local authorities for the Moslems, the Imam and the sacral objects of Trebinje.      

(
Inter-Religion Council 

The Assembly of the Inter-religion Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has issued an appeal to all structures of the government in Bosnia and Herzegovina to put more efforts in the process of restitution of the assets expropriated during the communist rule to the religious communities.  

The authorities are expected to pass the Law on denationalization and restitution as soon as possible, which law would regulate restitution of the assets both to the religious communities and to the other institutions and individuals.   

For the time being, several cases of restitution of the property to the religious communities by the local authorities have been recorded.  

The major part of the assets expropriated from the religious communities is located in Sarajevo. In some of these edifices certain significant institutions are currently situated for years already, such as museums, faculties and administrative institutions.  

(
Support for the Sacral Objects 

The Government of the Republic of Srpska has decided to allow a substantial amount of money for construction of the Saint Sava temple in Foča.   

The Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina has approved of the aid in amount of 100,000 Euros for reconstruction of several religious edifices. The aid shall be provided for the reconstruction of the Orthodox Congregational Church in Mostar, the Franciscan cloister and church in Plehan (Derventa Municipality) and for construction of the Ferhat-Pasha Mosque in Banja Luka.  

(
SOCIJAL RIGHTS 

For the majority of the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, their social rights are the highly jeopardized. These rights are jeopardized the most for the national minorities in both entities. In the Republic of Srpska the most socially jeopardized citizens are Bosnians or Rhomani, while the Serbs are in the most critical situation at the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

(
Unemployment 

The major problem for the citizens is certainly high degree of unemployment. It is estimated that between 30 and 40 percent of the productive population is currently unemployed.   

In the Republic of Srpska, according to the official data, about 135,000 citizens are unemployed, 14,000 citizens are unemployed at the Brčko District, and 368,000 citizens at the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

In the Republic of Srpska about 270,000 persons have the permanent employment, and at the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina about 420,000 citizens. 

In the Republic of Srpska the number of the unemployed persons (135,000) and the retired persons (about 200,000) significantly exceeds the number of the employed persons.  

The average salary of the employed persons in the Republic of Srpska amounts to about 300 Euros per month, while the average pension amounts to about 140 Euros. 

The lowest price of the common monthly provisions for a four-member family ranges between 250 and 500 Euros.   

The average salary at the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina is about 340 Euros, and the average monthly provisions cost between 280 and 700 Euros. 

The costs of life are in constant increase. Introduction of the Value Added Taxation (PDV) and the constant increase of the prices of oil derivatives have had the most significant influence over the increase of sustenance costs. 

(
Vietnamese Syndrome

Difficult social conditions of life in Bosnia and Herzegovina lead to the increase of ailments of the population, both of ordinary diseases and of posttraumatic stress disorders (PTSP), known as the Vietnamese syndrome. Former members of the military forces from the previous war in Bosnia and Herzegovina are the usual victims of the PTSP. It is estimated that more than 8,000 former soldiers are currently being treated for the PTSP in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The consequences of their disorder reflect also upon the members of their families and upon their immediate surroundings.   

As yet, in Bosnia and Herzegovina there is no medical institution that could handle the persons inflicted with the Vietnamese syndrome.  

(
HUMAN TRAFICKING

The territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina still remains the area very favourable for illegal human trafficking. There are well-established channels for transferring the persons from the Asia Minor countries and from Albania towards the countries of the Western Europe. 

The police forces have prevented a large number of attempts of the criminal groups to facilitate illegal entrance of foreign citizen onto the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina and their further transfer to Croatia and later to one of the European countries. 

The organized criminal groups from Bosnia and Herzegovina are connected to the similar groups in Serbia, Montenegro and Croatia, practicing these criminal activities jointly.  

The most frequently deployed entry points for the illegal immigrants into Bosnia and Herzegovina are situated along the borders with Montenegro and Serbia, especially at the region of Trebinje (south-eastern part of the Republic of Srpska).

Beside the illegal transfer of the economic immigrants, cases of trade on women and girls for the purpose of prostitution are also reported. The victims of such trade are usually the females that come from other countries, but the number of girls from Bosnia and Herzegovina who are being forced to practice prostitution by the criminal groups is also in increase. 

Children are also subject to this kind of trade. In the year of 2006, 17 juvenile victims of human trafficking have been registered, and 14 in the year of 2007.      

(
Convention against Human Trafficking  

The European Council (EC0 has adopted the Convention against Human Trafficking, which has become effective as of the date of February 1st 2008.  

The Convention refers to all possible victims of human trafficking: equally to men, women, children, and to all forms of exploitation (forced labour, sex trade and trade on human organs). It also refers to all kinds of illegal trade both on national and international level, and both in connection and without connection to organized crime.   

The Convention has been ratified by 10 countries: Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Georgia, Moldova, Romania and Slovakia. 

The Convention shall come to effect in Bosnia and Herzegovina, France and Norway as of May 1st, and subsequently in other European countries as well.    

(
MISSING PERSONS 

Search for the missing persons who disappeared during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina shall be continued under the patronage of the unified Institute for Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Although established three years ago, the Institute shall commence its operation in the course of the current year, in other words, it shall continue and consolidate the operation of the entity committees for missing persons. The first task of the Institute is establishing of the database, and then cooperation with the prosecution and the civil associations that gather the family members of the missing persons, as well as with the International Committee for Missing Persons (ICMP). 

The major problem the Institute will encounter is lack of information on exact locations of individual and mass graves where the war victims and the civilian victims had been interred.     

According to the existing data, about 13,500 persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina are still sought for. After the process of determining the locations of interment, the process of exhuming the remains of the victims shall commence. 

The problem also lies in identification of the exhumed victims. The process of identification is performed by the method of DNA analysis. In certain commemorative centres in Bosnia and Herzegovina the remains of about 4,000 exhumed victims are located, which cannot be identified for the time being since some of the potential family members refused to donate their blood samples, which would certainly help the process of identification of the remains.  

(
COOPERATION WITH THE ICTY

The new Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague, Serge Brammertz, has visited Bosnia and Herzegovina and met with the members of the collective Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Haris Silajdžić, Nebojša Radmanović and Željko Komšić). 

The Prosecutor Brammertz has stressed that the process of apprehending of all persons indicted for war crimes shall continue, as well as the respective proceedings upon their cases. 

He has demanded of the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to exert further efforts upon the search after the indicted persons, namely, Radovan Karadžić, Ratko Mladić and Stojan Župljanin. He has also demanded more effective and active investigation upon the support network of the persons indicted for war crimes.  

Brammertz has also stressed the necessity of fortification of the judicial institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in order to facilitate the more efficient proceedings upon the war crime cases.  

The members of the Presidency have announced that the cooperation with the ICTY shall continue and that the domestic judicial system shall continue with the process of find out the persons who have committed war crimes, and with prosecution of these individuals. 

The Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina currently pursues the investigation upon 44 persons suspected of facilitating the concealment of the persons indicted for war crimes. This implies the support network of Karadžić, Mladić and Župljanin.   

In 39 cases against 44 individuals, the Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina has ordered the investigation on the grounds of reasonable suspicion that they have committed the offence of providing support to a person indicted by the ICTY.

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina has ordered temporary suspension of disposal upon the assets and transfer of currency for seven persons on the grounds of reasonable suspicion that they are facilitating the concealment of the indicted persons. 

(
Archive of the ICTY 

Recently, the opposing attitudes of the Bosnian and the Serbian sides have been aroused by the issue of location of the ICTY archives, in relation to the prosecution against the persons indicted for war crimes committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Bosnian politicians imply that these archives should be transferred from The Hague to Bosnia and Herzegovina, so that the data could be deployed in other similar cases that are being or would be prosecuted before the domestic courts. 

The Serbian politicians from the Republic of Srpska are against that idea, suggesting that the said archives should not be brought to Bosnia and Herzegovina at all. This attitude has also been supported by the National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska.     

(
Documents on War Crimes in Srebrenica

The members of the Cantonal Prosecution Office of Tuzla have submitted extensive documentation to the ICTY (on February 23rd), related t o the war crimes committed against the civilians of Srebrenica during the year of 1995.   

The said documentation comprises the findings acquired after exhumation of several mass graves where the victims from the area of Srebrenica had been interred. The ICTY has requested this documentation from the Cantonal Prosecution, since it refers to the cases currently prosecuted before the ICTY. 

(
War Crimes 

Until the present day the Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina has issued indictments against 88 persons suspected of committing some sort of a war crime during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. One half of the indicted persons are suspected of committing war crimes at the area of eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina, at the municipalities of Zvornik, Vlasenica, Bratunac, Srebrenica, Rogatica, Višegrada and Foča.   

The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MUP) of the Republic of Srpska, since the year of 1992, has submitted criminal charges to the domestic Prosecution offices against 6,701 persons suspected to have committed war crimes against 21,283 victims. 

The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Srpska is not satisfied with the previously practiced dynamics of the investigations upon these charges. 

On the grounds of reasonable suspicion of having been involved into war crimes in Srebrenica, the investigation is conducted against six members of the Intelligence and Security Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina (OSA).  

Those are the current agents of the OSA suspected to have been present at the region of Srebrenica during and after the taking over of Srebrenica by the Army of the Republic of Srpska (VRS) in the year of 1995, and who at that time have been members of the VRS or the Police of the Republic and could have been involved in some sort of a war crime.  
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