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1. INTRODUCTION

Political, economic condition and the state of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srspka has not changed significantly as compared to the previous reporting period. 

The most significant step ahead has been made towards Bosnia and Herzegovina coming closer to European integrations. The long lasting pressure from the international community on the politicians from Republika Srpska to accept certain solutions which should be adhered to when creating common police, was followed by the decision of the European Committee for initialing the Stabilization and Accession Agreement with the European Union. The initialing of the Stabilization and Accession Agreement would be an award to the politicians for accepting the initial solutions regarding police reform. The very signing of the SAA could be accepted in the first half of the year 2008. By then constitutional changes should be accepted, the reform of the public RTV service should be conducted and full cooperation with the Haag Tribunal (International Crime Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia) should be realized.  

However, politicians' views (politicians from Republika Srpska on the one hand and the ones from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the international organizations on the other hand) concerning the future constitutional organization of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the status of entities and common police are still present. The representatives of the international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina are trying to harmonize different attitudes of domestic political leaders and to render decisions, which will improve the efficiency of the entire economic and political system in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

One of these moves was made by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak, having imposed decisions on the change of the mode of voting and work of the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This decision stirred up great reactions in Republika Srpska. Serb political parties consider this decision to be a threat to their national interests and they organized numerous public protests against such decisions. Even the National Assembly of Republika Srpska condemned and dismissed such decisions.

As to the international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is important to mention that the end of 2008 has extended the term of office of the European Union Military Stabilization Forces (EUFOR). EUFOR is the main guarantor of security in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Extraordinary elections for the President of Republika Srpska were held in Republika Srpska. As expected, Rajko Kuzmanović, the candidate of the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats. The President of the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats is also the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik. 

The planned reforms of the judicial and educational system have not been performed yet. Jurisdiction still encounters a series of problems, such as the lack of premises, technical equipment and personnel. These are the main reasons that there are around two million of unresolved disputes pending resolutions.

With regard to the return of exiled and depopulated citizens, we may conclude that the number of citizens who wish to return to their pre-war places of residence is decreasing. The reasons for this are clear. These are the lack of conditions for sustainable life (employment, restoration of residential facilities, freedom of religion, education and discrimination).

Even the existing data on return presented by the international organizations (UNHCR) that over one million of citizens have returned to Bosnia and Herzegovina are greatly exaggerated.       

The condition regarding the freedom of the media is unchanged. In Republika Srpska, the Public RTV Service is the strongest printed media «Nezavisne novine», «Glas Srpske», «Fokus» are under direct influence of the ruling political party, i.e. the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats. In this period public threats to journalists made to the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik and the Ombudsman of Bosnia and Herzegovina Vitomir Popović have been registered.

The situation in the media in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina is somewhat better.

Freedom of religion is also selective but there are some positive steps ahead. In Republika Srpska the Serb Orthodox Church has all privileges and rights, while the members of the Islamic and Catholic confession are in subordinate and discriminatory position. For more than two years already the disputes between the political parties in Republika Srpska and the parties from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina prevent the beginning of work of the common Missing Persons Institute. All activities concerning the search for the missing persons are still performed by the entity committees. The work of committees is greatly politicized, which aggravates the rapid search for the persons missing during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Organized criminal groups still transfer people from the East into the Western Europe countries via the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Trafficking mostly has economic character, but there are a lot of cases where women and girls are traded for prostitution purposes. The Balkans region countries are trying to prevent trafficking with common actions, supported by the European Union and the United States of America.  

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN BH 

In this period the greatest activity of the international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina was related to the decision rendered by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak. Decisions refer to the change of voting mode in the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina. With these changes the High Representative wanted to make the work of these authorities more efficient and to prevent obstruction when voting on certain laws important for the functioning of the common authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The High Representative imposed amendments to the Council of Ministers Act enabling quorum for the work when the majority of ministers attends the meeting. This means that the votes of two ministers from each nation are needed for the adoption of a certain decision and not just one. Lajčak (High Representative in BH) has ordered the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina to change the rules of procedure by December 1, aimed at reducing the entity voting. Lajčak requested that the provision that the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina may meet when the majority of its members attends such meeting, regardless of the fact how many MPs from a certain entity are present, be entered into the rules of procedure.  

This decision stirred up great protests in Republika Srpska. All Serb political parties in Republika Srpska, headed by the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik stood against these decisions, as their opinion is that such decision would harm the national interests of the Serbian nation.

Almost all non-government organizations in Republika Srpska were involved in the campaign against the decisions of the OHR, which stood openly for the cancellation of the OHR or cancellation of the "Bonn authorizations", vested in the High Representative.

The High Representative Miroslav Lajčak himself described such campaigns in Republika Srpska as an organized attempt to cancel the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

«What we witnessed in these campaigns is a lot of demagogy and hazing. Thousands of lies have been uttered and not a single fact. It turned out that only the ones who are against the functioning of Bosnia and Herzegovina are against my decisions», Lajčak said. 

Such condition in Republika Srpska contributed to Lajčak giving an assessment of all reforms in Bosnia and Herzegovina, crucial for the signing of the Stabilization and Accession Agreement with the European Union, having been halted in the report he submitted to the UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon. 

The report emphasizes that the constitutional reform must be a priority and that no progress has been made in the four main conditions for the signing of the Stabilization and Accession Agreement. These are police reform, cooperation with the ICTY, public administration reform and the law on RTV service. 

The majority of international organizations and diplomatic offices in Bosnia and Herzegovina have given their support to Lajčak's decisions. 

Charles English, the newly appointed USA Ambassador in Bosnia and Herzegovina (since October 2007) has given his full support to Lajčak and he gave a message to the politicians in Republika Srpska, especially the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik, that their „conflict with Lajčak“ is at the same time the „conflict with the USA politics“. 

This statement had a significant impact on the final resolution of disputes and conflicts between the politicians from Republika Srpska and Miroslav Lajčak.      

2.1. EUFOR

The UN Security Council made a decision that the term of office of the European Union Stabilization Military Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina is extended by the end of November 2008.

The political parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina applauded this decision. In the beginning of December 2007 the Spanish General Ignacio Villalain was appointed Commander of EUFOR in Bosnia and Herzegovina. EUFOR in Bosnia and Herzegovina now has 2,500 soldiers.

3. WORK OF COMMON AUTHORITIES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA  

3.1. SAA initialing

The most important event for Bosnia and Herzegovina in this period is the initialing of the Stabilization and Accession Agreement of Bosnia and Herzegovina with the EU (December 4, 2007). SAA initialing was sudden, since Bosnia and Herzegovina failed to meet several crucial conditions established by the EU. SAA was initialed by Olli Rehn, European Commissioner for Expansion and Nikola Špirić, the resigning President of the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Commissioner Rhen declared that Bosnia and Herzegovina is required to meet the conditions related to police reform, public RTV system reform, public administration and to ensure full cooperation with the ICTY in order to sign the SAA.

Supposedly, the initialing of the SAA was a reward to Bosnia and Herzegovina, i.e. Republika Srpska, for its final acceptance of the decision imposed by the High Representative Miroslav Lajčak. These decisions had led to great political crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosnia and Herzegovina is on the 66th place on the global list of human development in which 177 countries are involved. The UN Development Program conducts this research every year.

Human development index is obtained with several elements, such as the average lifetime, education and salary of the population. On the last year's list Bosnia and Herzegovina was on the 62nd place.

The research of some non-government organizations (ALDI, TI BiH, CCI) point to the fact that the authorities elected on the 2006 elections have not satisfied even the minimal promises made in their pre-election campaigns. Employment rates have been increased by 1,8 percent, poverty is constantly increasing, prices are going up, there are no foreign investments and Bosnia and Herzegovina is on the second place in Europe, following Albany according to corruption. 

The work of common institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina is very inefficient. Many state institutions have been created by assigning authorizations from the entity level to the level of state of Bosnia and Herzegovina and do not fulfill their assignments.  

4. WORK OF AUTHORITIES IN REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

Political and social life in Republika Srpska in this period was characterized by the events related to temporary elections for the President of Republika Srpska and the conflict between the Serb political leadership with the OHR, i.e. the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak.

The entire pre-election campaign and the elections for the President of Republika Srpska were relatively peaceful and citizens were not much interested in the elections. Only around 34 percent of citizens with voting rights voted in these elections.

Such attitude of voters was affected by great advantage and popularity of the Alliance of Independent Socio- Democrats of the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik. As expected, Rajko Kuzmanović from the Alliance of Independent Socio Democrats was elected President of Republika Srpska, from among 10 candidates. 

Temporary elections for the President of Republika Srpska were announced after the sudden death of the former President of Republika Srpska Milan Jelić.

Nothing will change with the election of Rajko Kuzmanović in the overall politics in Republika Srpska and the option led by the strongest political party, the Alliance of Independent Socio- Democrats, led by the current Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik will continue. 

All Serb political parties in Republika Srpska have condemned the decision of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak related to the voting in the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina and their functioning. Lajčak's greatest opponent was Milorad Dodik and his party, the Alliance of Independent Socio Democrats, and other political parties followed.  

Milorad Dodik and the Alliance of Independent Socio Democrats have managed to homogenize Serb citizens in demonstrating common protest against the Office of the High Representative and the International Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the decision they render. So the National Assembly of Republika Srpska passed a Declaration of non-acceptance of the decisions made by Miroslav Lajčak. The majority of non-government organizations in Republika Srpska, which asked the termination of the OHR in Bosnia and Herzegovina, sided with this Declaration. 

The completion of a large building (17 floors, 49.000 square meters of useful area) in Banja Luka, where the Government of Republika Srpska and its entire administration will be seated caused a storm in the public. The opposition and certain non-government organizations pointed out to the fact that much more money than planned was spent for its building (around 115 million euros). The origin of that money is unknown. This raises doubt that certain individuals in the Government of Republika Srpska and contractor companies obtain great sums of money, i.e. that this is a case of great corruption.       

5. REFORM OF ARMED FORCES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina celebrated two years of their existence (December 2). On that occasion the evening field-day of the members of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina was held in the barracks Rajlovac, near Sarajevo. The Presiding of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina Željko Komšić and the Presiding of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina Nikola Špirić pointed out that the reform had been approved and that the establishment of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a good example of successful reforms and good functioning of common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

EUFOR members surrendered their military bases in Ortiješ, near Mostar and Rajlovac, near Sarajevo, to the Ministry of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Upon the withdrawal of the military forces from these bases, the responsibility for the safety and stability of peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina passed on the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This was a verification of well conducted reforms in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Ministry of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina suggested that certain military barracks and facilities in several cities be surrendered to the civilian authorities in these areas. 

Military barracks in Zalužani, near Banja Luka, in Tuzla and a part of one barracks in Bijeljina, will be surrendered to entity and local authorities.   

For the former member of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina who had been left without jobs due to the reduction in the number of military and civilian personnel, the NATO Trust Fund has provided assistance at the amount of 5.8 million euros. The assistance will be given to 3,261 individuals discharged from the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the course of 2004, 2006 and 2007. The assistance will not be given in cash, but will be invested into training, re-qualification and education of former soldiers, as well as start up and expansion of their own business. 

6. POLICE REFORM

After long-term and futile agreements on conducting reforms in the Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, a first positive step was made. 

The leaders of six leading political parties signed the Declaration on accepting the obligations for conducting police reform (Mostar, October 28). The signing was preceded by fervent persuasions by the OHR, i.e. the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak. Accepting these obligations was necessary for subsequent initialing of the Stabilization and Accession Agreement. Three weeks later the political leaders adopted an action plan for the execution of the Mostar Declaration.  

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina supported the Declaration on accepting the obligations for conducting police reform, as well as the Action plan for its execution. 

The Chairman of Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina Nikola Špirić formed a work group for police reform. Sredoje Nović, the current Minister of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, was at the head of this group. The members of the work group were Sead Lisak, acting manager of SIPA, Bariša Čolak, the Minister of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Vinko Dumančić, the Head of the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hazim Rančić, an MP in the House of Commons of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Taib Spahić, the Head of Police Academy of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Stanislav Čađo, the Minister of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska, Uroš Pena, the Head of Police of Republika Srpska and Goran Lujić from the Brčko District.

6.1. The Police of Republika Srpska

The investigation against 35 members of the Police of Republika Srpska on the possible participation in the genocide in Srebrenica (July 1995) has not come to an end yet.  The Prosecution Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina are conducting the investigation, and so far none of these policemen has been called to the hearing. 

These policemen were suspended by the decision of the High Representative Miroslav Lajčak, in the beginning of July 2007. The policemen were deprived of their personal identity documents and passports.

The Committee for Srebrenica, formed by the Government of Republika Srpska, made a final report (October 2004) on the events in Srebrenica in July 1995. 

This report includes the list of 810 individuals who were in Srebrenica and the surroundings at that time and who could have been involved in the genocide over civilians of this city. Out of these people around 500 are present day policemen and employees in the Police of Republika Srpska.     

6.2. Exceeding authorities

In this period several cases have been registered of policemen exceeding their official authorities or being involved in some illegal or criminal activities.

The Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska has submitted reports and charges in the last six months against 23 members of police, suspects of various offences. 

In this period 14 members of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska were suspended, while five of them left the police on their own in the course of disciplinary proceedings conducted against them. At the same time 66 policemen were suspended and 107 disciplinary measures were pronounced due to minor violation of duties.      

Dedo Selimović from Potočari, near Srebrenice, confirmed to journalists from the Sarajevo „Dnevni avaz“ that (at the end of November) he was beaten up by one policeman in Bratunac (eastern part of Republika Srpska). After verbal squabbles with the police in Bratunac, two policemen on duty took Selimović to the police station and locked him up in one of the premises. After that, one of the policemen started kicking him and beating him up with the police bat. After the abuse, Selimović was thrown out into the street. He later asked for doctor's help in Tuzla and got medical certificate of sustained injuries. Selimović stated he would bring charges against the policemen.

7. BORDER  POLICE OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

A newly constructed building of the Border Police was opened in Sarajevo. All offices of this service will be placed inside of this building.

The European Union donated 2.8 million euros for the construction of this building and the Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina invested 850,000 euros. 

Among the members of the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina there are certain individuals who failed to comply with the rules of the service and did not perform their work conscientiously. 

The Head of the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina Vinko Dumančić suspended 12 members of this police force and the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina raised investigations against them. These policemen committed criminal acts of the abuse of position or authorities on the border crossing Doljani (between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia). Together with the customs officers and forwarding agents they enabled illegal import of motor vehicles. 

Some of the suspended policemen gave statements to the journalists that the accusations against them were pure fabrication, so as to cover up great crime and money laundry in the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Customs Service, in which people on high positions are involved.

The Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina suspended police officer Vahid Alagić, Deputy Director of the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the State Investigations and Protection Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina suspended Milenko Tepavčević, the Head of the Division for the Protection of Buildings. They were suspended because the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina conducts an investigation against them due to suspicion that they have committed and that they are involved in war crimes.        

8. REFORM OF JURISDICTION

Within the reform of the judicial system in Sarajevo the meeting of the head prosecutors from Bosnia and Herzegovina was held, where conclusion was drawn that a strategy needs to be agreed upon related to processing war crime cases.

In order to instigate all of these proceedings the courts should be equipped both with technical equipment, with court rooms, temporary arrest units, and with personnel with experienced judges and prosecutors and their education for conducting the war crime proceedings. The entire strategy plan should be adopted as soon as possible; so judicial proceedings could be initiated. 

The number of cases overburdens the courts in Bosnia and Herzegovina as it is, where over 16,000 individual have been reported as the possible war crime perpetrators.      

8.1. Penal policy

Branko Perić, the President of the High Judicial and Prosecutors Council feels that the penal policy in jurisdiction in Bosnia and Herzegovina is inadmissibly mild. According to the research conducted by the High Judicial and Prosecutors Council, it has been established that certain courts pronounce minimal imprisonment punishments for the most serious offences were pronounced, sometimes even below the minimum. 

The greatest punishment of imprisonment provided by the Criminal Act of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 45 years of imprisonment and so far has never been pronounced. 

The greatest pronounced sentence is 35 years, to which Muamer Topalović was punished for the murder of three members of family Andjelić in the village Kostajnica, near Konjic (the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and it was pronounced by the Cantonal Court in Mostar. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina the greatest punishment of 34 years of imprisonment was pronounced to Gojko Janković for war crimes and systematic rapes of women in Foča, committed in 1992.  

The judge of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina Vlado Adamović was brought back to his position of a judge after the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council put the decision on his suspension out of effect.

The suspension was cancelled after the Cantonal Court released Adamović from the charges for sexual harassment.

Adamović was accused of sexual harassment of a girl working in a flower shop in Sarajevo (kissing her against her will). In the first instance proceedings he was sentenced on eight months parole, but the Cantonal Court cancelled this verdict and pronounced acquittal.      

8.2. Mediation

By the end of this year a series of various judicial proceedings at the total amount of 10 million euros, were settled by mediation as an alternative way for settling judicial disputes in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Through the mediation procedure, introduced in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2004, more than 650 court cases have been solved so far, and the majority of them are economic and labour disputes.

In mediation, disputes are settled by way of agreements between the opposing parties, through the mediator and very quickly. The same court disputes may last as many as several year. This method is a way of trying to speed up settling of a large number of cases. There are around two million pending cases before the courts in Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

8.3. Special Prosecutor's Office of Republika Srpska

The work of the Special Prosecutor's Office of Republika Srpska founded in December 2006 he failed to meet the expectations of the citizens and judicial authorities. The Government of Republika Srpska with the intention to oppose organized crime more effectively founded the Special Prosecutor's Office of Republika Srpska. 

In the beginning of its work the Prosecution Office opened up some great criminal cases such as the «Railway of Republika Srpska», «Boska» from Banja Luka and the cases of criminal privatization. However, none of these cases ended up in court. The individuals involved in these cases were detained in temporary arrest and then released and these cases were never again heard of.

Some members of organized crime groups («the car mafia») were pronounced symbolical punishments, after signing agreements on the admission of guilt, so they were released immediately upon the expiry of temporary arrest.

8.4. Amnesties

Ten members of the Special Police in Doboj were amnestied from the punishments pronounced by the District Court of Doboj. They were accused of exceeding authorities when making arrest of drug dealers (August 2003). On that occasion a shooting started, one dealer was killed and another wounded. Sentences of eight months imprisonment were pronounced to all policemen in the judicial proceedings. 

After an appeal was made, the former President of Republika Srpska Milan Jelić amnestied the policemen from imprisonment in the end of September.

9. REFORM OF EDUCATION

From the beginning of this school year the entire educational system in Bosnia and Herzegovina continues to operate on the same principles. Its many deficiencies, which have existed in education for more than ten years, have not been eliminated. 

Such condition in the education was verified by the researches conducted by some of the international organizations. 

The OSCE research mission verified that there are divisions in education based on national affiliation and curricula. Divisions are especially evident in elementary and secondary schools.

Seven different curricula are currently in use in the educational system and many schools are only for one nation. This is most prominent in some cantons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina where there are „two schools under one roof“. In these schools children are divided according to their national affiliation and curriculum. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina schools have established enrollment areas and children should attend school in the enrollment area, where they live. However, in reality children often go to schools outside of their enrollment areas, since parents are motivated by the wish that their children attend school with the children of the same nationality.

UN representatives from the Right to Education Division came to similar conclusions. They emphasize that politization is obvious in all segments of education in Bosnia and Herzegovina and that the model of „two schools under the same roof“ is unacceptable.

With the aim of overcoming this condition, social, cultural and religious contacts between the participants in education, from the ministries, to the teaching staff and students, are recommended. The conclusions of the UN General Meeting regarding this area must be complied with on all educational levels in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in order to suppress discrimination in education.        

In a great number of elementary and secondary schools in Republika Srpska same individuals have held the position of the Principal for 12 years or more. This is one of the indicators that schools have been politicized, since the ruling political parties place their personnel on these positions.

According to law, one term of office of the school principal lasts four years and the number of terms of office is limited. 

In the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina the tendency of growth of the number of private faculties. Many of these faculties not meet minimal requirements. Faculties do not have professional personnel and guest professors who teach on several faculties at the same time hold lectures. These faculties have no necessary special capacities or technical equipment. Lectures are often held in improvised classrooms, which have no other furniture but chairs. 

In the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 12 private faculties working without the license from the competent ministries have been recorded, and a great number of faculties do not even meet legal provisions for the work of a university institution.

10. RETURN

The return of exiled and depopulated citizens to their prewar homes proceeds slowly and with symbolical results.

On the occasion of celebration of the anniversary of signing the Dayton Treaty the common conference of the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the UNHCR mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina was held. Conclusion was drawn that a lot more money is needed for more efficient return than has been invested so far. If the plans for providing  money could be realized return could be finalized in the next three years. 

According to the data presented by the UNHCR in Bosnia and Herzegovina around 1,025,000 citizens returned so far. Around 741,000 citizens returned to the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, around 260,000 to Republika Srpska and around 21,500 citizens returned to the Brčko District. 

This information about the number of returnees does not reflect true picture. The indicators have been recorded based on the return of the war-time property to the exiled and depopulated citizens. A number of citizens sold this property or replaced it, a significant number could not return because their property was entirely destroyed. Supposedly the actual number of returnees is between 350,000 and 400,000 citizens. 

According to these data around 400,000 citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina live in other countries worldwide. According to the same source 445,000 facilities were destroyed or devastated in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the war and so far 260,000 of these facilities have been restored. 

The Committee for Refugees and depopulated persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina made an appeal to the state and entity authorities to increase donations for the Fund for the Return to Bosnia and Herzegovina so as many citizens as possible could return to their prewar homes. 

The restoration of destroyed and devastated residential facilities is especially emphasized. Around 44,000 families filed applications for the restoration of the restored residential facilities. In 43 municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina another 2,640 families with 7,000 members live in the collective center and alternative accommodations. The families accommodated in these centers and alternative accommodations should have the priority in the restoration of residential facilities.   

One of the rare positive examples of the restoration of residential facilities and return has been recorded in the municipality Zvornik (eastern part of Republika Srpska). 

Through mediation of the Fund for the Return to Bosnia and Herzegovina new houses for 31 returnee families were built. These families have so far lived as depopulated persons on the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

11. PREVENTING RETURN

The entity and local authorities are the main culprits for the poor progress of return. The authorities in Republika Srpska are mostly to blame. 

The authorities in Republika Srpska do not create conditions for sustainable return of Bosnians, Croats and Romani into this entity. This is most frequently interpreted by the lack of money for returnee investments (building and restoration of residential facilities, employment, preventing ethnic and religious discrimination...). 

Returnee association on the territory of eastern Republika Srpska regularly point to this discriminatory way in which the authorities are treating them. In some villages of this part of Republika Srpska there is no electricity, water or constructed access roads. 

The authorities of Republika Srpska refused to sign the Memorandum of electrification of returnee settlements prepared by the OHR. Only the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina signed this Memorandum. 

The entity and local authorities do not even exercise the Amendments of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina on employing the members of all constituent nations in public institutions and enterprises in suitable proportions according to the 1991 census.  

Such condition has been documented by the research conducted by the Center for the promotion of civil society from Sarajevo in cooperation with non-government organizations (Sarajevo), the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska and the institution of Ombudsmen of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the financial support from the European Commission in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

According to the results constitutional amendments have not been complied with in any of the municipalities, in either entity. In some municipalities not a single member of another constituent nation is employed in local public institutions except from the majority members. In the municipal authorities in Hadžići (near Sarajevo) not a single Serb or Croat are employed according to the 1991, base don which 22 Serbs and two Croats were supposed to be employed.

In the municipality Derventa (Republika Srpska) there is not a single Bosnian employed, and 10 should have been employed. Only two Croats work in this municipality and 32 were supposed to be employed. 

In the municipality Banja Luka 85 percent of members of Serbian nationality (the proportion was supposed to be 54 percent) and 15 percent of other nations (there were supposed to be 46 percent) are employed. 89 percent of Serbs are employed in the municipality Prijedor (there should have been 42 percent), 7 percent of Bosnians (there was supposed to be 44 percent) and 3 percent Croats (6 percent). 
12. INCIDENTS

Preventing return of non-Serbian citizens into Republika Srpska is initiated by numerous incidents, provocation, insults, threats and attacks on the returnees and their property. Return is also prevented by preventing the freedom of religion, exercise of other human rights such as employment, health care, respecting national, cultural and other traditions, freedom in the choice of education and preventing discrimination.

Such incidents are especially pronounced in the Eastern part of Republika Srpska. In most cases the official authorities only state the incidents and make no attempt to find the offenders and punish them. This gives rise to continuation of similar incidents, directed against the returnees of non- Serb nationality. We can therefore conclude that this is the political strategy of entity authorities in these areas, so as few non-Serb citizens would remain in these areas as possible. This policy will in due time lead to these areas being populated only with citizens of Serb nationality and Orthodox religion.    

One of the ways to prevent return is failure to perform judicial obligations by the Government of Republika Srpska, local authorities and some companies. 

The Government of Republika Srpska did not pay the material damage incurred on the Boshniaks and their property during the laying down of the foundation stone for the restoration of the Ferhadija mosque in Banja Luka in 2001. The Court of Banja Luka  passed the verdict that the damage should be paid at the amount of 300,000 euros, and the Government of Republika Srpska refuses to do so. 

There are similar examples in local environments when the authorities and some companies do not wish to comply with the judicial verdicts in favor of Boshniaks (compensation for the destroyed property or jobs lost without due cause, return to work, payment of social contributions). 

One of these examples has been recorded in the village Kotorsko near Doboj. Local authorities do not wish to return the land taken from the Boshniaks  nor to pay adequate compensation for it. This land was divided among the depopulated Serbs who built their homes there. 

There is a similar example in Bijeljina where the municipal authorities intend to destroy or confiscate the property from the Boshniaks in the wider downtown of the city. Such decisions are made by the municipal majority (Serb) in the local Municipal Assembly. 

The Serb Orthodox Church, which has been using illegally built religious facilities on land taken away from the Boshniaks (Bijeljina, Zvornik, Konjević Polje, Srebrenica) is involved in such activities.     

12.1 .Incidents

Foča

Unknown perpetrators threw a bomb in front of the house of the Bosnian family of returnees Harba in the village Zubovići (near Foča, the eastern part of Republika Srpska) (October 2). A large crater was made from the explosion and the facade was damaged. The spouses Hamid and Bejba Harba were inside the house at that moment. This is the second attack on the family Harba, the first one was in July. 

Banja Luka

An unknown person set the car owned by Amela Šišić on fire, in Banja Luka, settlement Srpske toplice / Šeher (October 9). The car sustained total damage in the fire. The police conducted an investigation and started search for the perpetrators.

An explosive device was thrown into the yard of the house of the jeweler from Banja Luka Veselin Malbašić in Banja Luka, settlement Borik (October 10). There were no injured in the explosion, the house facade was damaged and the glasses on windows and doors were broken. 

Milan Vukelić was killed when an explosive placed under the car in Banja Luka was activated, and the passengers Tomislav Dobrinjac and Slava Pepinović were seriously injured (November 6). The explosive device was activated while the car was moving. Vukelić, who died instantly, and the co-driver Dorinjac lost both legs in the explosion drove the car.

The event caused great reactions and concern in the public. The police started an investigation and still have not revealed any knowledge about this act of terrorism. 

Doboj

In the village Porječe, municipality Doboj, an unknown person activated an explosive device in the yard of the family house owned by Nedeljko Žunić. There were no injured in the incident, the facade, windows and doors were damaged. A night before that an unknown person took several shots at the same house. The police is investigating these cases. 

Brčko

In the village Maoča (near Brčko) an explosive device was activated in front of the drugstore owned by Vahdet Mujkanović (October 31). The explosion damaged the drugstore, both from the outside and in the inside. The police conducted an investigation and started the search for the offender. 

Djojo Ristić was killed in the explosion set under the car (Brčko, November 18). The tragedy happened in the morning hours, when Ristić went into the car, parked outside of the disco bar „Kastelo“ in the settlement Kolubara in Brčko. The police started an investigation for the unknown offenders.

Bijeljina

In the downtown of Bijeljina an insulting graffiti was written, giving a message to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Serbia Milorad Dodik to leave Bosnia and Herzegovina (November 1). After the police investigation, the graffiti was erased.

An unknown explosive device was activated in front of the agricultural drugstore „Semberija“ (November 4). The explosion caused the outbreak of fire and minor damage to the building. There were no injured.

In the settlement Janja, near Bijeljina, a group of young men of Serb nationality beat up Sakib Velagić and Salkan Zulić, Bosnian returnees (December 19). They were returning from the mosque, after the evening prayer, before the Ramadan holiday Bairam. 

The police discovered three perpetrators and filed charges against them. Muftija Husein ef. Kavazović from Tuzla reacted After this incident, asking protection for the Boshniak returnees to Janja, who had been attacked or had their property destroyed more than once. The attacks and other incidents take place during the Muslim holidays, during their prayers in the mosque or funerals. 
Prijedor

Unknown perpetrators broke the windows on the house of Muharem Murić in Prijedor (November 28). Family Murić now lives in Switzerland and occasionally comes to Prijedor. In the last two years this has been the seventh attack on the house of family Murić. So far none of the perpetrators have been discovered.

Srebrenica

Several posters with an inscription „The Ratko Mladić Boulevard“ were put up in the settlement Sase and the subburbean settlement Soloćuša near Srebrenica (December 19). These provocative and insulting posters intended to prevent Bosnians returning to this city. Ratko Mladić was the war commander of the Army of Republika Srpska who ordered the shooting of over 8,000 civilians from Srebrenica. The ICTY raised charged against Mladić for genocide and war crimes, but he is still hiding.    

13. FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

Freedom of the media in Bosnia and Herzegovina is interpreted in different ways. Some researches have concluded that the freedom of the media in Bosnia and Herzegovina is on a satisfactory level, while according to some other interpretation most media are in the service of the currently ruling political elite, certain groups, lobbies, even influential individuals. 

According to the annual report of the international journalists association „Reporters without Frontiers“ the situation regarding the freedom of the media was analyzed in 169 countries worldwide.

In this report Bosnia and Herzegovina is at the excellent 34th place and according to this estimation the freedom of the media in Bosnia and Herzegovina is much greater than in Italy, USA, Macedonia, Croatia, Serbia and other countries with many years of democratic tradition. 

According to some other researches the indicators on the freedom of the media are somewhat different. Actually, these researches conclude that in Bosnia and Herzegovina all media have complete freedom in its work and reporting. However, in reality this freedom is expressed unilaterally or is abused by majority media in Bosnia and Herzegovina, be they private, commercial or public services (state, entity or regional medium).  

Most media in Bosnia and Herzegovina are not self-financed, they mostly depend on their donors, be they the state, entity, cantonal or municipal authorities. The financial dependence of the media determines their editing policy, which in most cases depends on the attitudes of there financiers.

The strongest and the most influential medium, television public services above all, some regional and private TV stations, are extremely interesting for all political, especially the ruling parties, various groups and individuals. One's policy can be promoted and citizens' trust is acquired in the easiest way through these media, solely based on talks and written statements, which need no argumentation. 

Therefore the ruling political parties place their verified staff as the management of these media and their boards of directors, which will create the editing concept of the media. Such managers do not allow individual freedom of each journalist, they lead to the state of „permanent self-censorship“, so they mostly write about, report on or research in favor of their political and economic mentors. 

This is exactly the true image of the media freedom in Republika Srpska. The Radio-Television Republika Srpska, certain TV stations, printed dailies «Nezavisne novine»,  «Glas Srpske» and «Fokus» are under direct influence of the ruling political option, i.e. the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats and their Milorad Dodik, the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska.

«Novi Reporter», and the editions of the Belgrade dailies for Republika Srpska «Euro Blic» and «Press» have similar editing policies. 

They all obviously support the policy of the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats and have a true critical, often intriguing attitude to all opponents these political options. 

13.1. Attacks on journalists
The media and journalists that reveal negative sides and illegal actions in the ruling and economically powerful structures are exposed to pressures, threats and attacks. 

One of the most drastic examples are the threats made by the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik to a journalist, Bekir Hadžiomerović, editor of the Federal Television. The threats made in public (December 16) in a popular TV show  «Sundays at Two» of the Croatian Television. In a polemical discussion with Hadžiomerović Prime Minister Dodik made a threat at one moment that he would „knock him down, once he comes to Banja Luka“, due to the alleged lies about him made by Hadžiomerović in his „60 minutes“ show. 

The media and journalists associations in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina have condemned such inappropriate declaration of the Prime Minister Dodik, and the media in Republika Srpska and journalists associations supported Dodik («Nezavisne novine», «Press», «Fokus»). 

Vitomir Popović, the Ombudsman for human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina, performed a similar attack on the journalists. His threats made to FTV journalists Damir Kaletović and Bakir Hadžiomerović that they should be «shot in the head», have been recorded on a journalist tape recorder. 

These death treats were condemned not only by the media and the association of journalists in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The media under the influence of the ruling party in Republika Srpska did not talk about this event.  

The FTV journalist Sanjin Bećiragić was the victim of the attack of the policeman of the Federal Ministry of Home Affairs. The officer on duty did not allow the journalist to attend the public shareholders' meeting of „Elektroprivreda BiH“; when he insisted on being let in, the policeman attacked him physically and he sustained bodily damage. 

This violent actions of the policemen condemned by the representatives of all international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as journalists associations in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska. They all agreed that this is a case of serious violation of journalists' freedom and rights to perform their job freely.         

14. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

In the area of exercising human rights some positive moves have been recorded, but at the same time the cases of violation and preventing the exercise of these rights keep reoccurring. 

In some areas the condition has been improving and the local authorities are treating the restoration of the Islamic religious facilities in a more tolerant way, in some cities they even give financial aid for the restoration of mosques ( Bijeljina, Banja Luka). 

Furthermore, fewer attacks on religious facilities and desecration of religious designations have been recorded in this period.

However, in some cities the incidents against religious facilities and religious servants continue. 

The situation in Trebinje (the southeastern part of Republika Srpska) is extremely alarming. 

Local authorities fail to meet the requirements that all citizens and all religious facilities, regardless of their faith, should be protected and they do not investigate such incidents. 

In the beginning of October a group of young Serbian men roughly insulted and provoked the Islaamic priests coming from the evening prayer in a mosque in Trebinje. Local police has been informed about this incident, but the offenders have not been discovered. 

The authorities of Trebinje plan to knock down the Muslim grave and build residential buildings and transportation routes thereon. The Islamic community stood against this, since the land, according to the Cadastre, belongs to the Islamic community of Trebinje. 

The head imam in Trebinje Husein ef. Hodžić criticized this move made by the local authorities on the media as discriminatory and against civilization, to which he received a reply from the head of the municipality Trebinje „to move out of the city“.

The problems with exercising religious freedoms also continue in Konjević Polje. The owner of the land in whose yard an Orthodox church was built, Fata Orlović, makes appeals to the civilian and ecclesiastical authorities of Republika Srpska to relocate the church from her yard. 

An agreement was reached on the relocation of the church several months ago, but has not been put to practice yet. The Government of Republika Srpska has provided the necessary funds for the relocation of the church and the building of a new one. 

Identical cases have been recorded concerning the churches in the settlement Divič, near Zvornik and in the settlement Potočari, near Srebrenica.     

15. SOCIAL RIGHTS

The social condition of the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina has mostly come to a standstill. Out of 40 European countries included in the research on economic development, Bosnia and Herzegovina is on the 36th place. Only Albany, Moldova, Ukraine and Belarus are poorer than Bosnia and Herzegovina. According to this research (GfK, November 2007) the purchase power of the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina per one citizen is five times lower than the European average. 

The main reason for poverty in Bosnia and Herzegovina is its destroyed economy, whether in the period of war or in the post-war criminal privatization of once large state-owned companies. There is no restoration of economy, unstable political situation is not attractive for the investments of foreign companies in the economy of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Unemployment, according to statistical data, is 30 percent of the population capable of work. Unemployment of young people is an especially important problem. As much as 45% of young people are unemployed. At the end of 2007 the number of unemployed in Bosnia and Herzegovina was over 520,000, 145,000 of which in Republika Srpska. According to current economic development the chances of this situation being improved in due course are slim.  

16. MISSING PERSONS

The Missing Persons Institute in Bosnia and Herzegovina has still not started to work. According to the latest announcements, the Institute is supposed to start operating as of the beginning of 2008. Judging by the promises never fulfilled one cannot guarantee this will happen.  

The entity committees continue the activities on the search for the missing persons during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Their work is still not overburdened or conditioned by the daily political events and blaming the other side or sides (Serbian, Bosnian, Croatian) in the conflict for war and war crimes. 

On October 10 a regional conference on the issue of the missing persons was held in Brčko, organized by the International Red Cross Committee and the ICMP, where the representatives from Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina took part.  

In this gathering the participants reached an agreement on mutual cooperation, exchange of information and support in the process of victim identification. 

According to the ICMP estimates, around 40,000 persons have disappeared from the territory of former Yugoslavia. Currently another 13,500 persons are still searched for, of which number 2,000 are Serbs from the territory of Republika Srpska. 

16.1. Search for the graves

The Government of Republika Srpska decided to form special police groups, which will be searching for the locations of mass graves on the territory of Republika Srpska in the future. The groups will be formed in all five public security centers (Banja Luka, Doboj, Bijeljina., Istočno Sarajevo and Trebinje).

These police groups should contribute to faster discovery of the locations of mass graves, in order to give greater contribution to the search for the missing persons in the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

By the end of autumn the excavations on the mass graves in the vicinity of Srebrenica and Zvornik were finalized. 

The remains of 616 persons, Boshniak civilians, were discovered in the mass grave Kamenica near Zvornik. This is one of the secondary graves, which means that the remains of civilian victims who had been buried in larger or smaller mass graves in other locations, were placed in this grave. 

The criminals were relocated the bodies of the victims intending to hide their crimes over Bosnian civilians in this region.

The remains of 226 Boshniak victims were exhumed from the mass grave Zeleni Jadar near Srebrenica. This is also a secondary grave, which means that after being brutally shot, the civilians were buried in other locations, and later on their remains were relocated to this mass grave.

During the late autumn and winter the search for the mass graves and victims exhumations have been interrupted and will continue in the spring, when weather conditions are favorable.  

17. CONDITION IN PRISONS

The conditions in the prisons in the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina, and therefore in Republika Srpska as well is far from the legally provided and international standards. 

The European Commission have warned the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina about this condition and made a request that the condition is remedied as soon as possible. The solution of the problem with overloaded prison cells, medical protection of the inmates and mental abuse of the prisoners have been stated as priorities.

As the result of this condition in prisons prisoner escapes are also frequent. Escapes mostly happen when prisoners are released for the weekend or holiday which they are legally entitled to. 

The prisoners often go on hunger strikes as a form of protest against bad prison conditions or slow judicial processing of their cases. These protests are staged in most cases, in order to obtain certain benefits in their prison accommodation. 

The committee established by the Special Prosecutor's Office of Republika Srpska and the Special police forces searched some of the prisons and established that some inmates enjoy privileges contrary to legal regulations. 

Some inmates had cellular phones; others had items which they are not allowed to possess by law.

18. TRAFFICKING

The territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina is very interesting for organized groups dealing with human trafficking, be it women trafficking for prostitution purposes or economic immigrants.

The main channels of human trafficking are crossing the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, transferring people from the Middle East and the former Eastern Block countries to the Western Europe countries. 

The state of Bosnia and Herzegovina itself does not possess the necessary financial, personnel and technical abilities to oppose international criminal groups on its own. 

Good cooperation between the police and other authorities in the countries of the region, as well as from the European Union and the USA, should be established in order to find more efficient fight against human trafficking. 

In the middle of November a regional conference was held, dedicated to human trafficking in which the representatives of 11 countries took part (Albany, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Moldova, Romania and USA).  

Special attention at this conference was paid to mutual cooperation regarding human trafficking, as well as to taking care of human trafficking victims. 

The participants at the conference have agreed on the exchange of information, cooperation between the police, courts and prosecution offices and timely taking care of victims, their return to the country of origin or another third world country, where they will be provided with the suitable rehabilitation, recovery and return to normal life.     

According to some estimations of immigrant UN organizations more than 50,000 people were transferred from and via the Balkan countries in the year 2007 to the Western Europe countries. The majority of them came from Germany and Great Britain. 

Organized groups dealing with human trafficking charge 5,000 to 10,000 euros to immigrants. Criminals frequently take the money from these people and leave them in desolate places to find their own way. The estimation is that organized crime makes more than four billion dollars a year from human trafficking.   

The most serious problems in human trafficking is the one involving women and young girls for prostitution purposes.  

Such form of women trafficking has also been recorded in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Most frequently the victims are girls 13 to 18 years of age, exclusively from socially endangered families. There is even a small number of cases of parents forcing their children to become prostitutes in order to provide money for the life of the family. 

In the course of 2007, 34 cases of trafficking involving women and girls for prostitution purposes were recorded. Apart from sexual abuse, these women are forced to do hard work and live virtually as slaves. 

In the middle of December in Derventa (a city in the northern part of Republika Srpska) the parents of three high school girls discovered that their children were the victims of prostitution and they were forced to do it by the local political and economic tycoons. 

The parents alarmed the public, spoke in public before the TV cameras and announced who took sexual abuse of their daughters. Only two of these individuals were arrested, while the parents ask that others involved in the sexual abuse be held liable as well. The girls were taken away from the public and into the „safe houses“ for human trafficking and prostitution victims. 

The entire investigation was assigned to the Court and the Prosecution Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

19. PRESS CONFERENCES

Bijeljina, October 23, 2007

On the 23rd of October, the human rights monitor and the project coordinator realized one of the regular NED funded press conferences. The topic of this press conference was on the one side the overview on the current human rights situation in our country, the observation results from the field and on the other side the current political situation in our country and tensions between politician from the Federation of BH, politicians from Republika Srpska and representatives of the International Community. Branko Todorovic, executive director of the Helsinki Committee in Republika Srpska, said that problems in Bosnia and Herzegovina were not insoluble and they have to be resolved by the democratically elected representatives, and if someone had to exert pressure upon them let that be a citizens. On account of the latest decisions of Miroslav Lajcak, the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Todorovic estimated that the international community had been far to impatient and stressed that the democracy in Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot be built by force and by deployment of non-democratic methods. 

"This has not been an open question of Bosnia and Herzegovina issue. We have had different problems related to the reform of Police and that is why we are surprised by this imposed solution", said Todorovic.

Expressing concern in regard of the recent decisions, Todorović pointed out that the mechanism of preservation should be found at the institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina in which the legitimately elected representatives of the peoples in Bosnia and Herzegovina would issue decisions. “Thus”, Todorović says, the political tensions in the country are being unnecessarily intensified.” He believes that the solution upon the reform of the Police could have been reached through political negotiations, but the international community has been needlessly impatient, so it reached for imposing the measures.  

“All those who think that in this way the aims not attained during the war would be attained through political dialogue and that someone would be able to impose one’s own political will upon any of the sides in Bosnia and Herzegovina, are wrong”, said Todorović, at the press conference. Main electronic and printed media in the country reported on this press conference.         

Banjaluka, November 15, 2007   

On November 15th, we organized a press conference in Banja Luka, together with partner organizations from Sarajevo, where we once again pointed out the lack of implementation of Constitutional Amendments in regard to the equal representation of all constituent peoples in public services. This press conference was used to once again present concrete research results in local communities, which give a true picture of discrimination in employment and ethnically clean public services. This research was realised by the Centre for promotion civil society (CPCD), the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in RS, the nongovernmental organization "Kyodo" and ombudsman institution of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska.

The research goal was not only to pay attention to the negative situation but to give high-quality recommendations to respective institutions, representative of parliamentarian parties in  order to resolve the situation.

Regarding to research results of "anti-xenophobia: campaign based on rights, support, reconciliation and reintegration of minority returnees", proportionate representation of constituent of peoples in the governments is far from satisfying, and 12 years after the war Bosnia and Herzegovina is deeply divided country where exist different forms of discrimination. 

At this press conference stressed out that in according to the research results the principle of constituency was not fully respected in none of 37 analysed municipalities and it could be concluded that principle of constituency was declarative advocated but not practically and realistically. 

Branko Todorovic, the executive director of the Helsinki Committee in Republika Srpska , who presented the research results in Banjaluka, appraised that Bosnia and Herzegovina is a deeply divided country  while different forms of discrimination exist and the situation is equal in both entities. This press conference cause huge interest within the domestic and international public. 
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