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1. INTRODUCTION

The beginning of this reporting period was marked by the arrival of the new High Representative of the United Nations and the special emissary of the European Union in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak, as well as his decision to suspend 35 policemen from Republika Srpska due to their involvement in the crimes that took place in Srebrenica.

The end of this period was marked by the sudden death of the President of Republika Srpska Milan Jelić. The extraordinary elections for the new President of Republika Srpska will be held on December 9 and 12 political parties and two independent candidates have announced their participation in these elections. 

In the Presidum of Bosnia and Herzegovina there has been a regular shift at the position of the Chairman. In the next eight months Željko Komšić, the representative of the Croatian nation will be performing the function of the Chairman of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In foreign political activities the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has managed to realize minimum conditions for obtaining visa privileges for the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The privileges for obtaining visas for visiting the European Union countries have been granted for certain categories of citizens from political, sports, cultural life, students, NGO activists and citizens travelling abroad for medical treatment purposes.

The reforms in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina are conducted according to plans and without any problems or disagreements. 

However, the police reform and the creation of the common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina based on three European principles is at a standstill. The attitudes and opinions of the representatives of international organizations and the political parties from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the one hand and political parties from Republika Srpska on the other hand are still opposed. 

The Serbian political parties in Republika Srpska refuse to accept any proposal on the reform of police, at any price. Their attitude is that by creating common police Republika Srpska would lose its independence. They feel that it would be the way to the disappearance of the entity and creating unitary Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is opposed by all Serbian political parties. 

An overall impression is that the reform of jurisdiciton has not yielded the expected results. We can still claim that the jurisdiction is under the influence of politics, certain lobbies and financially powerful individuals. This is also evident from the acts of judicial authorities which still bear the designations of ethnic and religious discrimination. In the courts of Republika Srpska the members of non-Serbian nationality are still in subordinate position. 

One f the problems accompanying the reform of jurisdiction are the existing prisons which fail to meet the regulated conditions for such institutions. 

In most prisons the conditions for accommodation and residence and safety of inmates are very bad, so there are protests, hunger strikes, rebellions and escapes of prisoners. 

Educational problems are still present. This refers especially to the cantons with Croatian majority in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, where there is a concept of „two schools under the same roof“ in 54 cases, which means students are separated on national basis in the same school, which is supported by both cantonal and entity authorities.   

Regarding the issue of the return of exiled and depopulated citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina, nothing significant has happened in this period. The cases where citizens returned to the places they used to live before the war are very rare. 

The discrepancy between the official data on the number of returnees given by international and state organizations and the actual situation on the field is evident. Official data mention the number of over one million returnees, while the data from the field and given by non-government organizations point to the fact that only one third of this number has actually returned. 

Although the official authorities publicly support returnees, they actually do everyting to disable the return of other nationalities to „their territory“. The authorities avoid their obligation to create the conditions for sustainable return (employment, health care, assistance with the restoration of devastated property, etc.). At the same time the authorities tolerate numerous incidents directed against the returnees (attacks on returnees and their property, desacration of religious facilities, freedom of religion, etc.). 

The situation with the search for the missing during the war is related to the problems of return. Surely the large number of individuals killed in the war and still registered as missing slows down the process of return. The search for the missing persons is especially obstructed by the authorities of Republika Srpska.  

Freedom of the media is only virtual. Officially noone endangers the freedom of the media, but actually there are no free media in Republika Srpska nad Bosnia and Herzegovina. Only a very small number of media can be said to be at least partially independent and professional. 

Most media are under the influence of politics, national and religious elite in its environment, i.e. its entity. Media are in the service of powerful individuals since they depend on latter financially. 

In Republika Srpska the largest media are adjusted to the ruling parties. Radio-televizija RS, Glas Srpske and many other smaller media were in the service of the Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) while it was the ruling political party. When the Alliance of Independent Social Democrats (SNSD) came to power, the same media put themselves in the service of this party, along with Nezavisne novine. In such cases the independence of the media and the professional attitude of the media towards citizens are irrelevant.        

Bosnia and Herzegovina is still an interesting territory for organized criminals dealing with trafficking, narcotics and other illegal trade. 

The police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in cooperation with its colleagues from the neighbouring countries of Serbia, Montenegro and Croatia, manages to intercede a small number of such smuggling channels. 

Organized transfer of economic migrants from the East into the EU countries takes place via the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The police discovers a small number of illegal crossings, since the criminal gangs are well organized and connected. 

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN B& H 

Most activities of the international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina during this period were oriented towards police reform. The representatives of these organizations held a number of meetings with the political leaders of the strongest parties in which the decision on the adoption of common decisions related to police reform and the creation of the common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina were requested. However, numerous meetings failed to yield the expected common solutions. Political parties have stuck to their attitudes. Most political parties from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina accept the offered solutions, but the representatives of the political parties from Republika Srpska do not accept the concept of the common police. They feel that the survival of the entity of Republika Srpska depends on the separate entity police. According to their opinion, should common police be formed, Republika Srspka would soon cease to exist, i.e. it would merge with the unitary Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

2.1.OHR

As of July 1 the duty of the High Representative  in Bosnia and Herzegovina was taken by the Slovakian diplomat Miroslav Lajčak. He continued the activities managed by his predecessor Christian Schwartz Schilling. His greatest involvement was in the negotiations with the political leaders related to the police reform. As the negotiations failed, Lajčak offered his proposal related to the formation of the common police to the politicians. 

The said proposal is entitled „Draft Protocol on Satisfying the Conditions for Police Reform Required for Initialing and Signing of the Stabilization and Accession Agreement». 

This proposal provides that the state level of police structure, which is being established by the law of Bosnia and Herzegovina, is the Head Office for the coordination of police in the status of administrative organization of the Security Ministry of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Head Office would be headed by the Head of Police, who would have several assistants responsible for local police bodies in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republika Srpska and the Bričko District. Local police territories would be harmonized with the responsibility of the existing prosecution offices and a special police territory for Srebrenica. 

Police would be financed from the common budget on the state level of Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

The protocol provides for a mandatory conditions precedent that no politics may be involved in the work of police. 

The High Representative has given a deadline to the politicians in Bosnia and Herzegovina to declare themselves on the acceptance of their proposals by September 30. 

Lajčak has warned the politicians that in case the reform of the police of Bosnia and Herzegovina should fail, the entry into the European integrations will be extremely aggravated and that Bosnia and Herzegovina will face the possibility of being isolated form the European community. 

2.2.Discharged policemen

Within its Bonn-related authorities, the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina BiH M. Lajčak has discharge 35 policemen from the Police of Republika Srpska. All these policemen have been involved in the actions of the Army and the Police of Republika Srpska during the occupation of Srebrenica and there is a possibility that they participated in the shootings of civilians from Srebrenica. They were employed in the Public Security Center Bijeljina. 

Dragomir Andan, the former Head of Police of Republika Srpska is among the suspended policemen. Personal identification documents have been taken from these policemen and from another 58 citizens accused of the same acts. 

Prior to the suspensions of the policemen and taking away their personal documents, the High Representative amended several laws for his decision to be covered by statutory provisions.  Several articles of the law on personal identity card, passport, criminal procedure and execution of criminal sanctions and the law on the movements and residence of foreigners and asylum have been amended. 

Miroslav Lajčak warned the politicians in Bosnia and Herzegovina to get prepared for the creation of the new constitution which should be the result of political consensus. The new constitution should reflect the structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina, its nature, its fat that it has been created based on the constitutive nature of three nations, two entities and that it must be acceptable for all citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The High Representative also referred a serious warning to the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik due to his declarations violating the issue of sovereignty and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

2.3. European Commission 

The representatives of the European Committee warned the politicians in Bosnia and Herzegovina that they would not give recommendation to the European Union on concluding the Stabilization and Accession Agreement, if the authorities fail to reach an agreement on the police reform and the reform of the Public Radio-Television service. 

The European Commission prepares an annual report and according to the currend situation Bosnia and Herzegovina does not satisfy the conditions for the signing of Stabilization and Accession Agreement. 

2.4. UNDP – research

The United Nations Development Programme in Bosnia and Herzegovina has made a research of the citizens opinions on the current social issues. 

The research included 3.500 examinees. 88 percent of these citizens feel that the social situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is bad or very bad. 

Due to such situation 62,6 percent of citizens less than 30 want to leave the country and live in another state. 90 percent of examinees think that the public sector in Bosnia and Herzegovina is corrupt.

3. WORK OF COMMON AUTHORITIES OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

3.1. The Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

There has been a regular rotation at the position of the Chairman in the three-member Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Since July 6 and for the following eight months the Chairman of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina is Željko Komšić  (the Croat representative). Before him the position was taken by Nebojša Radmanović (the Serbian representative). The third member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina is Haris Silajdžić (Bosnian). 

In this period the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina has adopted the decision on the discharge of certain ambassadors and the cancellation of certain diplomatic representative offices. Both decisions caused civil dissatfaction, especially the one on the cancellation of the consulate in Bonn (Germany).

The Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina ratified the Master Agreement between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Vatican. At the same time the decision on accepting the contract with the Serbian Orthodox Church was passed BiH. The Bosnian member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina was against this decision since the Serbian Orthodox Church is thereby treated as a state, which it is not actually.   

The Croatian member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina Željko Komšić had talks in New York with the UN Secretary General Ban Ki Mun. On that occassion it was pointed out that the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina needs amending in order to eliminate the discriminatory system for certain nations and individuals.

3.2. Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been transfered to a the new office building. 18 million euros have been invested in its construction. The Greek Government donated 13,5 million euros and the rest was given by the institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has the responsibility to enable the satisfaction of yet another 27 conditions prescribed by the European Committee so Bosnia and Herzegovina would progress towards the membership in the European Union. Some of the conditions, such as the University Act, have been adopted, but some are difficult to achieve. This refers primarily to the reform of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the police reform.  

3.3. Visa privileges

The representatives of the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina have signed the agreement with the European Committee in Brussels regarding the visa privileges for the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina travelling to an EU country. 

This Agreement means that effective January 1, 2008 it will be much easier to obtain travelling visas for EU countries for some twenty odd categories of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

The Agreement provides that it will be much easier and cheaper to obtain visas for students, professors, businessmen, journalists, individuals receiving medical treatment abroad or visiting relatives.

3.4. Review of citizenships

The state committee for the review of the decisions on naturalization of foreign citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina made decisions on taking away the citizenships of Bosnia and Herzegovina for 613 individuals. The commission has made a review of around 1.200 individuals from several countries who obtained the citizenship of Bosnia and Herzegovina during and after the war. 

Citizenships were taken away mostly from the individuals who came from Turkey – 137 of them. 

The Ministers Council has established the Draft Act on the changes and amendments of the Passports Act, aimed at introducing new biometric passports. 

3.5. Assisting immigrants

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has adopted the Memorandum of Understanding and assistance to voluntary return of immigrants, supported by the International Organization for Migrations. This document promotes humane and organized voluntary return of immigrants to their countries of origin. The program may be used by the foreigners who have entered Bosnia and Herzegovina illegally or who have not been approved asylum or the ones whose residence permit has expired.   

The International Organization for Migrations has so far assisted 1.283 illegal migrants in Bosnia and Herzegovina in different ways. The greatest number of immigrants came from Kosovo, Albany, Turkey, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro.  

3.6. Ombudsman office

The new law provides for the existence of the state ombudsman institution only. The former entity ombudsman offices are being abolished. 

As the result of various discrepancies of political nature the appointment of ombudsman for Bosnia and Herzegovina has been delayed for several months already. Three members are to be elected in the ombudsman office of Bosnia and Herzegovina (one Croat, Serbian and Bosnian representative respectively). 

3.7. NGO

The number of non-government organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been increasing constantly. According to unofficial data there more than 8.000 of NGOs. The number of NGOs has increased partly due to the needs of the community, strengthening of the civil society and partly with the assistance of international NGOs and other donors.   

4. WORK OF AUTHORITIES OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

The authorities of Republika Srpska, the President of Republika Srpska, the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska and the National Parliament of Republika Srpska have been engaged mostly on preserving the police of Republika Srpska since, according to their belief, independent police is the guarantor for the survival of the entity of Republika Srpska.

The reasons and advantages of accepting police reform given by numerous international representatives in Bosnia and Herzegovina were not sufficient guarantor for the elected authorities of Republika Srpska to accept the common police. 

Benevolent pressures of the international community have had an opposite effect with the Serbian political parties in Republika Srpska. 

The Government of Republika Srpska has ordered all ministries to perform the analysis of assignment of authorities from the entity authorities to common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina. At the same time it has been announced that the Constitutional Court of Republika Srpska will be required to return the competences formerly assigned to the state level to the competence of the entity. 

The special committee of the National Parliament of Republika Srpska has concluded that over 60 entity competences have been assigned to the state level of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The creation of common armed forces, border police, indirect taxation administration and others are the most important ones. 

The leaders of the Serbian political parties and some non-government organizations have instituted an action to termnate the assignment of entity competences on the level of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, all aimed at obstructing police reform. In some cities public meetings were held where the gathered citizens supported the initiative or the signing of petitions with the same intent was organized.

4.1. Building of the Government of Republika Srpska

Great discussion on the construction of the new building in Banja Luka where the Government of Republika Srpska and all of its institutions would be seated was instituted in the National Parliament. The opposition parties pointed out that the construction of the large building (17 floors) which will cost more than 115 million euros is unjustified and that the tax payers' money is spent irrationally. 

The parliamentary majority in the National Parliament of Republika Srpska led by the Alliance of Independent Social Deocrates and the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik has rejected all remarks and verified the justifiability of construction. 

4.2. Coat of Arms of Republika Srpska 

The Commission for adopting symbols and hymn of Republika Srpska, appointed by the National Parliament of Republika Srpska, has adopted five proposals on the graphical concept of the appearance of the coat of arms of Republika Srpska. The final decision on the adoption of the new coat of arms of Republika Srpska is to be passed by the National Parliament of Republika Srpska. 

According to the estimation of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina the entity symbols coat of arms, hymn and flag (of Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) do not meet the requirements that all three constituent nations, so the entity governments have been ordered to render new symbols. Republika Srpska has still been using the existing flag (red-blue-white), it is still using the instrumental part of the former hymn „Bože pravde“ and has been using the temporary appearance of the coat of arms. The final decision on the hymn and the coat of arms of Republika Srpska needs to be made.   

4.3. Death of the President of Republika Srpska   

The President of Republika Srpska Milan Jelić died suddenly from the consequences of a heart attack on September 30, 2007. 

This event has brought about a minor halt in the daily political life and activities in Republika Srpska. According to the decision of the National Parliament of Republika Srpska the duties of the President of Republika Srpska will be taken over by the current president of the National Parliament of Republika Srpska, although there are two Vice-Presidents of Republika Srpska. 

Such decision brought about protests among the Bosnian and Croatian parties, since their members, as Vice-Presidents of Republika Srpska, have been discriminated in performing their duties.

The Central Election Committee of Bosnia and Herzegovina is supposed to set the date of holding extraordinary elections for the President of Republika Srpska. 

5. REFORM OF ARMED FORCES OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

Former activities on conducting the reform of armed forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina  have been estimated as positive also by the new High Representative of Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak. The Minister of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina Selmo Cikotić has informed the new High Representative about these activities. 

According to the common estimation, the reform of armed forces is the best example how the greatest problems in creating common institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina can be solved successfully. 

According to the current number of employees in the Ministry of Defense and the armed forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the plan was that 1,912 individuals are left without jobs. Out of this number 230 employees will be distributed in the institutions of the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 931 employees will retire and 715 will be made available. The employees who will remain available shall be receiving salaries for another 6 or 12 months, by the time they find another employment. After that they will be permanently discharged from the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

5.1. Religions freedoms in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The Ministry of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina has signed agreements with the Islaamic community, with the Serbian Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church on organizing and the way of functioning of religious services in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Various scientific and professional trips are also organized within religious freedoms in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina for the members of certain confessions. 

As a part of these activities, the members of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina of Orthodox confession paid a visit to the Monestary Chilandar on Mount Athos in Greece.

The members of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina of Catholic confession had a religious trip to Lourde in Italy and the members of the Islaamic confession are taking part in the competitions u the knowledge of the Koran and go to pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia.   

6. POLICE REFORM

Negotiations on the reform of police do not yield results, although led personally by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak. The issues of conflict remain the same – Serbian political parties in Republika Srpska do not accept common police. Their request is still that the police remains in the competence of entity authorities, since in their opinion the formation of the common police is a step towards the disappearance of entities, i.e. of Republika Srpska. 

As the negotiations between the political leaders failed, Miroslav Lajčak has presented his proposals on the organization of the common police. However, these proposals brought about even greater problems. The proposals were not accepted by the Serbian and Bosnian politicians.

The High Representative has set a deadline to the politicians to give their opinions on the acceptance of these proposals and has threatened to impose sanctions on the political leaders otherwise.

The leading politicians, Milorad Dodik in Republika Srpska and Haris Silajdžić in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina have adopted a common memorandum on the police reform, which was not accepted by Miroslav Lajčak as it fails to meet the main three principles (common command, non-involvement of politics in the work of the police, financing from the common budget and regional division of the police). 

The High Representative has set a deadline to politicians to accept the proposals on the creation of common police by October 15.

7. POLICE OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

According to the predetermined rules and constitutional amendments, out of the total number of employees in the police of Republika Srpska 35% are supposed to be Bosnians. Currently there are 478 employees of Bosnian nationality employed in the police of Repubika Srpska which makes only 9 percent. 

As the result, the MP in the National Parliament of Republika Srpska Ramiz Salkić (from the Party of Democratic Action) has referred a warning to the authorities in Republika Srpska and the representatives of the International community in Bosnia and Herzegovina to exercise their influence and enable a much greater number of Bosnians to be employed in the Police of Republika Srpska. Since the number of Bosnians in the police of Republika Srpska is on the constant downfall (in the end of 2006 there were 512 of them) there is possibility that the police of Republika Srpska be comprised only of the members of the Serbian nation. 

7.1. Sanction against policemen

In the period from January to July this year the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska has filed nine criminal charges against the policemen who have committed an offence. Four charges have been brought for offences and disciplinary procedures have been instigated against 124 policemen. At the same time the heads of certain organizational units pronounced disciplinary measures against 70 policemen for minor violations of duty.      

The Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska has instituted a project for preventing corruption among the members of the police. Seven policemen have been suspended so far for taking bribe, inflicting bodily damages and violating public peace and order under the influence of alcohol. Two policemen have been suspended for letting a prisoner escape. Two policemen have been discharged due to forgery of documents and unjustified absence from work, respectively. 

One policeman has been discharged permanently for being accused of committing a war crime and criminal proceedings is being conducted against him before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Public Security Center Bijeljina has instigated an investigation against ten policemen for suspicion of corruption. The investigation is conducted in accordance with the District Prosecution Office Bijeljina and the Internal Control of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska. 

7.2. Abuse of authorities

Family Dragomirović of Banja Luka has announced to bring charges against the Public Security Center of Banja Luka for brutal raid of policemen into their house. The policemen raided the house on August 31, around 03:30 PM, pointing their guns and automatic rifles at the household members. They ordered some of the household members to lie on the floor, asking them to reveal the whereabouts of a criminal. The members of the family Dragomirović have not been in contact with this person for a long time. 

8. JURISDICTION

According to the estimation of the Alliance for Fighting Crime and Corruption, there is no independent jurisdiction in Republika Srpska and a large number of judges is corrupt or under the influence of politics and mafia. 

This alliance is made of non-government organizations „National Front“, „Human Politics Center“ and „Together Towards the Truth“ from Banja Luka. It is their opinion that the High Judicial and Procecuting Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina is also aware of this situation and keeps protecting these judges by keeping silent. 

The case of the former Minister of traffic and communications of Republika Srpska Branko Dodić, when a judicial trial proved that he damaged the Railway of Republika Srpska for 320.000 euros, is an obvious one. He was fined with 13.500 euros. At the same time he submitted slander charges against these non-government organizations that have revealed such crime and the court has pronounced sentence to non-government organizations to pay the fine of 7.500 euros. 

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina established that the Government of Republika Srpska and its President Milorad Dodik are exercizing influence on the jurisdiction of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Prime Minister Dodik accused the judicial authorities that they are not performing their duties properly, that they are making selection among the accused and that they are biased in holding certain trials, i.e. that they prosecute more the citizens of Serbian nationality than the ones of Bosnian and Croat nationality. 

8.1. Complaints to the work of courts

According to the data of the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council 765 complaints have been raised against the work of the judicial authorities. 79 complaints have been brought against the presidents of these courts, 394 against the work of ordinary judges and 26 against extraordinary judges. 111 complaints have been raised against the work of the prosecutors (20 district attorneys, 13 deputies and 78 prosecutors).

8.2. Sanctions against judges

Due to several disciplinary offences, the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council has pronounced a sentence by terminating employment to Ante Krajinović, a judge of the Municipal Court in Bugojno (the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina).

 
Due to negligence in work, the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council has instituted a disciplinary proceedings against Hasija Mašović, a judge of the Municipal Court in Sarajevo. 

The High Judicial and Prosecuting Council has also ruled suspension and nonpayment of salary to Petra Bijelić, a judge of the District Court in Banja Luka. She was charged with the abuse of official position or authorizations and a proceedings is being conducted against her before the Main Court in Gradiška (Republika Srpska).  

8.3. Discriminatory verdict

The Main Court of Bijeljina has rendered decision which is thought to be discriminatory by the brothers Adnan and Enes Bekrić. 

The Court has ruled that the Bekrić brothers pay 50.000 euros to the person who had temporary residence in their family house. The Bekrić brothers exchanged this house in 1994 with family Gajić from Tuzla. However, it turned out that family Gajić had forged documents and the Bekrić family has annuled the exchange contract before the court. At the same time the Court rendered an unexplainable verdict that the Bekrić brothers pay compensation to the Gajić family, notwithstanding the fact that they used forged documents.  

9. EDUCATION REFORM

The reform of education in Bosnia and Herzegovina failed to meet the main expectations. This refers especially to creating common elementary and secondary schools, attended by students of all nationalites. Even with the warnings from the public and international organizations (OSCE) and three cantons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina students are still divided on national basis. 

In the Canton of Zenica and Doboj, Mid-Bosnian Canton and the Canton of Herzegovina and Neretva, there are still 54 schools where children are divided according to their nationality. The so-called „two schools under one roof“ are attended by the children of one nationality (Croatian) in the morning, and the children of Bosnian nationality in the afternoon. Inbetween shifts designations in the school rooms are replaced and there are separate curricula and teaching staff. 

This way of dividing students has been assessed as seggregation supported by the official authorities of these cantons, but noone in Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot, or will not, oppose to national divisions and spreading national intolerance and distrust among the students.    

The beginning of this school year has brought problems also to the Elementary School „Dr Ivan Merc“ in Drvar (the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina). In this school the lectures were not attended by the students of Serbian nationality (420 of them) since their parents are asking that the name of the school be changes, as Dr Merc was a catholic priest. 

Their proposal is that the school be named Elementary School „Drvar“. 

9.1. University Act

Bosnia and Herzegovina has got a Framework University Act, which was one of the conditions for the continuation of negotiations regarding the Stabilization and Accession Agreement with the European Union.

This Act having previously been adopted in the House of Representatives of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it was adopted by the Members of Parliament in the House of Commons of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina (on July 30).

9.2. Democracy and human rights

As of this school year, a common subject „democracy and human rights“ has been introduced into the curriculum of all secondary schools in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is the only subject studied according to the common curriculum for the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

9.3. Preschool education curriculum 

Since the beginning of this school year, the new curriculum is applied in Republika Srpska for all preschool institutions for the education of children over the age of six. It will be mandatory in all preschool institutions, whether state-owned, private or religious.

10. RETURN

The return of the exiled and depopulated citizens has come to a standstill. In this period most attention regarding the issue of return, has benn turned to the events preventing return or the acts of authorities failing to support the sustainable return of the returnees to their prewar homes. 

According to the data of the international organizations dealing with the issue of return (UNHCR) over one million people in Bosnia and Herzegovina have returned to their prewar homes. However, the condition on the field is entirely different and the Alliance of refugees and depopulated people in Bosnia and Herzegovina thinks that the number of returnees is around 330.000. 

The international organizations are counting the number of returnees according to the returned property. However, a large number of citizens have sold or exchanged their property and continued to live in the entity with the majority nation. 

The return to cities is especially scarce. Most returnees have continued to live in the villages which were ethnically clean even before the war. 

The greatest return to Republika Srpska has been recorded in the settlements Janja (municipality Bijeljina), Kozluk (municipality Zvornik) and Kozarac (municipality Prijedor). These places used to be Bosnian settlements even before the war. 

The return to these settlements is also typical for the fact that the majority of returnees deals with agriculture or craftsmanship and can provide decent means for good living.   

    Apart form the fact that the authorities fail to support return, they also tolerate incidents directed against returnees and their properta any assaults on religious facilities.  

The authorities fail to meet legal and constitutional provisions according to which they have a duty to provide employment to returnees in the regulated percentage, as per the 1991 census.

Six years after, the police of Republika Srspka has still not managed to find the murderer of the 16 year old girl Meliha Durić, killed in her family hous in the village Damidžići near Vlasenica. The father of the victim Murat Durić thinks the police obstructs the investigation regarding this murder deliberately.

The unknown murderer took a shot from his gun in the vicinity of the house and the bullet killed Meliha as she was sitting in the room with her brother. 

The authorities in the municipality Bijeljina have a discriminatory attitude towards Bosnian and Romany returnees. The legal provision regarding mandatory employment of members of all constituent nations are not being observed. Not a single Bosnian is employed in the entity institutions and public enterprises in Bijeljina. The requests of the Bosnians to change the names of the streets, institutions and holidays as to render them multiethnic are not being revered. All names in use today reflect only the Serbian and Orthodox tradition. 

  
The authorities of the municipality Doboj do not wish to exercise the decision of the court on the destruction of the foundation built for an Orthodox church in the settlement Kotorsko, where the majority of exiled Bosnians have returned. The building of the churhc began illegally on the land owned by a Bosnian. The problem has been going on for quite some time. This problem has lasted for a long time and makes international and interreligious tolerance more complex. 

Bosnian citizens of Kotorsko protested on two occassions before the building of the OHR in Sarajevo, asking the court decision to be complied with.    

The return of the Serbs to the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina is very small. According to the data of the associations of the exiled and depopulated citizens not a single citizen of Serbian nationality has returned to more than 200 settlements in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The return has been recorded in around 70 villages in the entire Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina where only 15.000 citizens returned.

In the municipality Sanski Most, out of 24.000 Serbs who lived there before the war, there are now around 2.500 of them, in the municipality Bugojno, out of 9.500, today there are only around 400 citizens of Serbian nationality and in the municipality Bihać, where there used to live around 16.000, there are only 380 Serbs today.

The lack of conditions for the sustainable return, employment and in some settlements lack of electricity and no water are the reason for scarce return. 

According to the data of the Committee for Depopulated and Exiled Individuals of Bosnia and Herzegovina around 40.000 families with around 124.000 individuals have expressed the wish to return to their prewar places of residence. 

In realizing this plan the Committee has developed three projects with the total value of 15 million euros.

11. INCIDENTS

In this period several incidents took place, motivated by international and interreligious intolerance. Like so far, the majority of the offenders of these incidents remain undiscovered. 

The most serious incident was recorded in Vlacenica (the eastern part of Republika Srpska) on August 25.
The incident threatened to turn into a large and open mass conflict between the group of young men of Bosnian nationality and the group of young men of Serbian nationality. Larger scale conflict was prevented by the police.

The beginning of the incident was in the downtown, around 10:00 PM, in front of the the pools „Euro“, with verbal insults exchanged between the Bosnian and the Serbian young men. Two hours later the groups got bigger and met in front of the police station in Vlasenica, with the intention of starting a fight. 

Five policemen on duty stood inbetween the two groups of men, in order to prevent the conflict. Neither group desisted and they went toward each other. Policemen were the ones who were hurt the most in the fight. Five policemen were wounded, among them the Deputy Commander of the Police Station in Vlasenica Muharem Ferhatović. 

The incident ended with the arrival of a large number of policemen, so the conflicting groups ran away from the scene. 

The police has identified several participants of these fights and delictual proceedings will be instigated against them.

The incident was presented differently by the police and by the Bosnian returnees to Vlasenica. 

The spokesperson of the Public Security Center Bijeljina, commanding the Police station in Vlasenica, Radomir Perić, claimed that the group of around 25 Bosnian young men attacked the policemen at the Police station in Vlasenica and that five policemen got hurt on this occasion.

However, the associations of Bosnian returnees claimed to have been attacked by the young men of Serbian nationality. They claimed that they asked the police to protect them and not to fight them. 

The media in Republika Srpska reported about this case according to the police report and the media in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina interpreted the event according to the statements made by Bosnian returnees.     

A week later (August 18) in Vlasenica and Srebrenica Bosnian returnees were verbally insulted and provoked. 

During the ceremony of opening the restored mosque in Vlasenica, a group of young men of Serbian nationality sang to them insulting nationalist songs, insulting Bosnians and calling on the killings of „balija and ustasha“ (derrogative names for Bosnians and Croats).

Similar thing happened the same day in Srebrenica. In both cases the local police ignored nationalist vandalism of the Serbian young men.

Bratunac

In the village Sikirići (near Bratunac) an unknown device exploded in the house of the Bosnian returnee's family Muja Omerović (July 3). The explosive device was planted by an unknown person among the woods for fire and when the woods were placed in the furnace there was an explosion. None of the household members was hurt, but a great material damage was done.    

Srebrenica

In the settlement Soloćuša (near Srebrenica) fire was placed under the car make „mercedes 190“, owned by Elvedin Pilav, Bosnian returnee working as a policeman in the Police station in Srebrenica (July 9). The car was entirely destroyed in the fire. 

Fire was planted under the car make „golf 4“ owned by Goran Petrović in Srebrnica which destroyed the car (September 18). The car was parked in front of the building where Petrović lives.    

Doboj

On the parking lot of the Sports Center „Džungla“ in Doboj (July 9) an unknown person planted a hand bomb. There was no explosion, so the professional deminers came and deactivated the bomb. 

An uknown person has set fire under the car make „mercedes“ owned by V.T. from Doboj (September 6). The car was parked in the downtown of the Doboj and the perpetrator had previously spilled gasoline over the car and set it on fire.     

Brčko District

In the amusement park located in the downtown of Brčko an explosive device was placed under a carrousel (July 15). There were no injured but the carrousel was damaged. 

In the settlement Gredice (near Brčko) fire was set to the jeep „cherokee“, owned by Idriz Muslija (July 30). The jeep was damaged entirely, and the perpetrator of this incident remained unknown. I. Musli is a Bosnian living in exile in Sweden who came to visit his hometown.

Copper drains were stolen from the Orthodox Church of Saint Petka in Brčko (settlement Grčica) as well as benches from the yard (August 3). This is the fifth time the church has been the target of thieves or that it has been stoned and damaged. 

Prijedor

Unknown individuals stoned the Orthodox Church of Saint Apostles Paul and Peter in the settlement Kozarac, near Prijedor. On that occasion a window on the church was broken.

Two young men of Serbian nationality beat up Nedžad Nasić in Prijedor (September 10). Nasić has been living in Italy as a refugee and has come to Prijedor to visit his house and his family. The case was reported to the police who arrested two attackers D.Š. and V.N. from Prijedor. The incident was based on national intolerance.  

Foča

An explosive device was planted under the truck owned by Novica Blagojević in Foča, causing great damage to the vehicle (July 29). The police arrested the person who planted the explosive device, Miroslav Bjelogrlić of Foča.   

Trebinje

A group of young men of Serbian nationality broke windows in the business premises of the Bosnian returnee Mirsad Velijević in the downtown of Trebinje (August 7). The perpetrators threatened the owners to throw a bomb on the facility, if he should report the case to the police. 

An explosive device was placed under the car make „golf 2“ owned by Mirko Glogovac from Trebinje (August 22). The car sustained heavy damage and another two vehicles parked near to this car were damaged, as well as the facade of the building. 

In the last two years in the area covered by the Public Security Center Trebinje, explosives have been activated under cars 14 times. 

An unknown explosive device explosed in the yard of the house of Milan Ćurić in the settlement Hrupjela in Trebinje (September 22). Strong explosion damaged three cars and the family house Ćurić and the three adjacent houses. 

This has been the 4th explosion in Trebinje this year and the 15th in the area covered by the Public Security Center.  

The young man of Serbian nationality Ljubiša Elezović with his immoral act desacrated the restored Osman-Pasha Mosque in Trebinje (September 22) srps. 

He urinated at the mosque gate during the evening prayer teravih-namaz on the occassion of the fasting month (ramasan). 

On the occasion of this case and frequent explosions in Trebinje this town was visited by the Minister of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina Tarik Sadović who talked to the heads of the municipality about safety issues in the town.

Kotor Varoš

Two bombs were thrown on the family house and the business facility owned by Sabahudin Kurjak in Kotor-Varoš (August 17). There were no injured in the incident, but the facilities sustained great material damage. The next day the police found and arrested the perpetrator. 

Bijeljina

An officer for the collection of TV subscription attacked a Bosnian returnee Safija Hatić in her yard in Bijeljina (August 24). He then assaulted her son Izet who tried to protect the mother. The incident was motivated by national intolerance and was reported to the police in Bijeljina.

Banja Luka

Unknown perpetrators knocked down five tombstones on the Muslim graveyard Dolac in Banja Luka (September 12). The police conducted the crime scene investigation and instigated search for the perpetrators. 

Unknown individuals activated an explosive device at the entry into the garage of Velimir Ilić in the settlement Petrićevac in Banja Luka (September 19). Car make „mercedes“, garage and the family house were damaged in the explosion. 

Unknown perpetrators wrote insulting inscriptions in the premises of the Association of Bosnian War Camp Prisoners in Banja Luka, where there also the seat of the Party of Democratic Action (September 25). 

Messages „Get out of Republika Srpska“, „F... your Turskih mother“ and four letters „s“ (Orthodox sign) were written. 

The police conducted the crime scene investigation and instigated search for the perpetrators.

Gacko

Jeep make „BMW“ owned by Mladen Zelenović of Gacko (settlement Gostinac) was burnt in the fire planted on September 19. The jeep was parked in front of Zelenović's house. The police conducted the crime scene investigation and instigated search. 

12. FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

In their reports most media in Bosnia and Herzegovina support the policy and attitudes of their environments, mentors and financiers. 

Similar conclusion was drawn in the Study on the media presentation of religious issues held in Sarajevo.  

The conslusion of this study claims that the media in Bosnia and Herzegovina with their reports on religious communities follow the interests of their target groups. The place religious issues into social and political context, neglecting the multireligious character of the society of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The study was done based on monitoring 12 printed and nine electronic media, performed by the professional team of „Medija-plan“ of Sarajevo. 

In conclusion it is emphasized that the multireligious dialogue or harmonization of attitudes are insufficient.

A great number of such texts point out the unilateral emphasis on the endangerment of religious communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, but in most cases without giving real arguments.

12.1. Fines for the media

Due to non-compliance with the legal provisions and codes on the media the Regulatory Communications Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina pronounced sanctions against some electronic media.

Radio Step received the most drastic punishment for non-satellite broadcasting, for the failure to broadcast only on the allowed frequencies. 

Radio Vikom was fined with 2.500 euros for broadcasting outside of its frequency. 

      
Radio Republika Srspka was fined with 1.500 euros for the violation of the provision on general conditions of the broadcasting permit. 

Radio NRTV Studio 99 was fined with 500 euros for the like failures.

Written warnings were pronounced against radio stations BN, Foča, Goražde and Vikom. 

13. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Exercising the right to religious freedom in Bosnia and Herzegovina has shown no significant progress. Verbal advocacy of local and entity authorities for the freedom of religion is still at work in all religious communities and churches, but in reality it is often violated. 

Local authorities often limit religious freedoms to minority groups in that area.

Lately attacks on religious communities have been happening and the desacration of religious designations and tombstones. Religious facilities are often the target of thieves who take away different valuables from the temples themselves and taking off copper metal sheets from the facilities. 

The Islaamic community and the Catholic Church in Republika Srpska keep warning that they are discriminated compared to the Serbian Orthodox Church. Local and entity authorities abundantly support the Serbian Orthodox Church, in moral, political and financial terms.

In order to solve the problems caused by illegal building of Orthodox churches in Konjević Polje (municipality Bratunac) and Divič (municipality Zvornik), the Government of Republika Srpska has made a decision to finance entirely the removal of such churces and building them only a few hundred meters away. 

At the same time the Islaamic community in Banja Luka filed charges against the Government of Republika Srpska for the compensation of damage due to the 16 destroyed mosques in that town six years ago, but the court has not had a single hearing on these charges. 

13.1. Usurpation of the church property

The Catholic Church in Doboj has so far been deprived of 6.000 square meters of the land around the church. The building of the Croatian Catholic in which a museum and a parish house have now been located. The seat of the municipal board of the Alliance of Independent Social Democrats is now located in the parish house.    

The Catholic priest asked the heads of municipalities that the church property be returned to legal its legal owners, but received no answer from the authorities.

13.1. Attack on the bishop 

The Bishop of Bihać and Petrovac Hrizostom was beaten up in his residence in Bosanski Petrovac (the western part of Bosnia and Herzegovina).

In the night between July 15 and July 16 the residence was broken into by several unknown individuals. The attackers woke the bishop up, tied him up, harrassed him and abused him asking him to reveal where he kept money. At the same time they conducted a search of the office and left the residence.  

The bishop managed to break free and made a telephone call to his priest to come and help him. After that the police arrived and conducted the investigation. The bishop received help in treating his wounds in the health center in Bosanski Petrovac.

14. SOCIAL RIGHTS

Some of the social rights are endangered to a great number of citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The authorities of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the entities and the local communities fail to meet legal obligations related to realizing social rights of a large number of citizens.

The authorities endanger the rights of citizens to employment and obligations arising therefrom. 

By conducing the privatization process a large number of citizens was left without their jobs. The new owners of the former large social enterprizes do not comply with their obligations from the privatization contract. According to these contracts the new owners had an obligation to keep the former workers and expand the work and open new positions. In most cases these conditions have not been complied with. The entire privatization process is non-transparent and in a large number of cases there are criminal actions involved. Such privatization is supported by the current political and judicial structures. 

The new owners discharge employees and give minimal wages to the employees. Strikes and other workers' protests are therefore frequent.

The number of unemployed workers is constantly on the increase. According to the official statistical data at the end of August 2007 in Bosnia and Herzegovina 522.690 unemployed individuals have been registered. Surely the number is even larger, since many unemployed citizens have not reported to the Employment Bureau. 

According to qualifications structure, the greatest number of unemployed is found in case of individuals with completed secondary education – around 36 percent, 34 percent are unqualified, 3,7 percent have university education. Out of the total number of unemployed 48 percent are women.

There is a special problem of unemployment among the young people who completed secondary, college or university schools. Official data indicate that 45 percent of the young people with this degree of education are unemployed. 

That is one of the reasons that a large number of young people claim they would like to leave Bosnia and Herzegovina and live permanently in another country. 

Almost one half of unemployed citizens do not exercise their right to health protection, so they must pay for all medical services and drugs themselves. 

 
Social policy in the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina is not developed and there are no plans for strengthening of this policy. The lack of these plans is mostly justified with the lack of money. Social institutions in local communities cannot realize their roles and mostly their help comes down to symbolical donations to the most endangered categories of citizens.

National kitchens have been introduced in a number of towns in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where the most endangered ones are given one free meal a day. The statistics show that the number of national kitchens is insufficient to satisfy the needs. 

Difficult social situation causes spreading of other socially negative phenomena such as alcoholism, drug addiction, begging, prostitutions and other various forms of crimes. 

15. MISSING PERSONS

The problems with the missing persons during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina is still used for daily political purposes. Each of the conflicted parties in the recent war manipulates with the data on the missing persons and places where their remains could be found. 

The Institute for the Missing Persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina is still not functioning and this problem is dealt with by the entity committees for the missing persons. 

On July 11 this year the killings of the citizens of Srebrenica were marked. On that occasion the Memorial Center Potočari buried 465 identified victims whose remains have been discovered in the mass graves. So far 2.907 identified Bosnians have been buried in Potočari in this way, killed after the occupation of Srebrenica by the members of the Army of Republika Srpska on July 11, 1995. 

Lack of organization in this area is also documented by the information about different forms of marking the Day of the Missing. 

The International Day of the Missing is August 30, while this manifestation in Republika Srpska is marked on September 15. 

According to the information of the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in our country around 12.500 people are still searched for. Out of that number the remains of 3.000 to 4.000 missing persons are still in the morgues, waiting for DNA identification. Appeals are constantly made to the living relatives of the missing to give blood samples so identification could be performed as soon as possible.

According to the records kept by the Committee for the Missing of Republika Srpska 2.000 to 4.000 missing persons of Serbian nationality from this entity are still searched for.

The International Committee for the Missing Persons emphasizes that so far around 10.000 missing persons have been identified by means of the DNA method. Also, it is pointed out that identification has been made more difficult by the fact that the parts of the same body of a missing person can be found in several mass graves, several kilometers away from each other. This is the most obvious evidence that the crime perpetrators have relocated victims' bodies to new secret mass graves several times.      

16. TRAFFICKING

The number of trafficking victims in Bosnia and Herzegovina is on the constant increase. The citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially children, young people and girls are potential victims of organized criminal groups dealing with trafficking. 

This statement has been given at the international coference entitled „Fight Against Trafficking“ held in Sarajevo on September 10, 2007. 

On that occasion data have been given that 71 victims of trafficking have been recorded in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2006. These are mostly females, the victims of prostitution.

The greatest number of victims comes from Bosnia and Herzegovina – 31, 22 from Serbia and Montenegro, 6 from Moldavia, 4 from Ukrain, 3 from Croatia, 2 from Bulgaria and 1 from Switzerland, Russia and Romania, respectively. 

Special problem are organized groups dealing with illegal transfer of migrants from the countries of the Eastern part of Europe and Asia to the EU countries. This economic illegal trafficking becomes increasingly frequent. The citizens from economically undeveloped countries wish to be transferred to the EU countries so they would find the possibility for better life. Organized groups of criminals deal with trafficking and earn great sums of money. 

Several trafficking paths go through Serbia and Montenegro and continue further through Croatia to the EU countries. In the common action of the police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, of Croatia and of Montenegro, one of the greatest chains of such trafficking has been cut. 

In late September in the coordinated action of these police forces nine persons have been arrested suspected of having transferred over 300 individuals in the previous few months, mostly of Albanian nationality to the EU countries.

In several individual actions trafficking across the borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been prevented. The most frequent place of illegal entries of migrants in Bosnia and Herzegovina are found on the areas of municipalities Trebinje, Foča and Bijeljina.         

17. CONDITION IN PRISONS

There are five correctional institutions (prisons) in Banja Luka, Doboj, Bijeljina, Eastern Sarajevo and Foča and a special institution for prisoners with mental problems Sokolac.   

Most prisons do not satisfy the conditions of accommodation and safety. The existing prisons are overbooked so in the individual cells as many as 10 or more prisoners are residing. Hygienic conditions are very bad, common premises are small and inadequate. Prisoners' protests, hunger strikes, rebellions and escapes are frequent as the result of such conditions.

17.1. Strikes

Hunger strikes can be found most often in the prison of Kula in Eastern Sarajevo. During August and September a group of 26 prisoners and inmates went on a hunge strikes on two occasions. They have been convicted or are being tried for war crimes. 

The prisoners ask to be tried according to the laws of the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and not according to the new Criminal Act of Bosnia and Herzegovina. At their request, during the war, at the time the crimes were committed the Criminal Act of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia was effective. Less severe sentences for such crimes have been contemplated according to this act. 

The hunger strike in this prison was terminated after 15 prisoners have been relocated to other prisons at the order of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

A group of 24 prisoners in the prison in the Brčko District went on a hunger strike because they do not enjoy the advantages provided by the law (as claimed by the prisoners themselves). These advantages are going out for weekends and reduction of prison sentences (amnesty).  

17.2. Rebellion

In the prison in Foča there was a minor rebellion of the prisoners. The media reported that a group of inmates has occupied one of the premises in the prison and refused to obey to the guards' commands. They asked for the better treatment for themselves and for the discharge of some prison guards and the assistant director of the prison. 

The Ministry of Justice of Republika Srpska assessed this rebellion as a „minor protest of several prisoners“ and paid no great attention to it. 

17.3. Escapes

Several cases of convicted prisoners escaping prison have been recorded in this period. These were mostly escapes during the regular goings out of prisoners from the prison, when they were exercising their rights to spend weekends with their families. 

Milorad Milaković escaped in this way from the prison in Banja Luka (August 1). He is serving a nine year sentence for trafficking and recruitment for prostitution purposes and was convicted in 2004. 

Saša Vidović, convicted to four years imprisonment for bank robbery aslo escaped from the prison in Bijeljina. 

Rodoljub Bijelić, convicted for murder and Muhamed Filipović escaped the prison in Foča.

The guards in the prison in Bijeljina prevented the escape of Jasmin Baraković, convicted for murder.  

The search for Radomir Stanković, who escaped from the prison in Foča in May 2007 has still yielded no results. The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina sentenced Stanković to 20 years imprisonment for war crimes. The director fo the prison in Foča and nine guards have been discharged because of Stanković's escape. 

Building a special part of the prison in Foča with maximu security has already begun. This part is intended for most serious convicts as well as for the ones that will be convicted by the Haag Tribunal. 

Aimed at improving accommodation and security conditions, the existing prison in Bijeljina will be relocated several kilometers outside of the town. The prison will be located in adapted faciliteis of the former military barracks. 

Building of the state prison in Kasindol near Sarajevo has not started yet, although the foundation stone was laid in November 2006. The main reason is that the Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina has still not provided the necessary funds for construction (around 14,4 million euros).

The Dutch Government announced that it would donate 3,9 million euros for the building fo the state prison, provided the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina previously collects the remaining amount required therefor.  

18. PRESS CONFERENCE

Bijeljina, September 13, 2007 - Press Center Bijeljina

Mr Branko Todorovic, executive director of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska, Mr Sadik Pazarac, Human Monitor of the Helsinki Committee in RS (HCRS) and two other members of the HCRS emphasised on this press conference the problem of religious tolerance which gets severely violated in almost all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

In the last 15 years, in BH freedom of religion is severely violated, believers were very often victims because of their religious belonging and a huge number of religious buildings was destroyed during the war, was said on the press conference of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska in Bijeljina.  

Branko Todorović, executive director of the Committee said that researches have shown that religious intolerance is very visible among young people in the age between 15 and 20 years and that synchronised activities have to be done by all stakeholders in order to react on this issue and prevent it from growing and spreading out. 

The press conference was followed by a number of electronic and printed media. All relevant daily newspapers reported on the conference, while electronic media (RTRS, RTV BN, TV Arena) broadcast parts and statements from this press conference in their central evening news. 

19. REGULAR ACTIVITIES OF THE HELSINKI COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN REPUBLIKA SRPSKA*

Period July - August - September 2007

July

During July, members of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska implemented different activities. In the first half of July, one training for Law students from Bosnia and Herzegovina was implemented, dealing with the issue of Transitional Justice. Also a short, follow up Human Rights school for youth was organised, dealing with the issue of Confrontation with the past. 

One press conference was organised together with two other partner organisations from Sarajevo on the issue of anti-xenophobia, presenting preleminary research results of the joint project. 

Several meeting were held with e.g. the OSCE office in regard to activities in the field of Transitional Justice , the Serb orthodox church in regard to a planed training for youth on inter-religious and inter-ethnic tolerance, etc. 

Several interviews to local and regional media were given on the current state of human rights and democratisation in our country based on our experience through our work in the field. 

August

During August, members of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska  implemented various activities besides those, which are closely connected to the project, which we are implementing together with the National Endowment for Democracy. 

Staff members of teh Helsinki Committee in RS held meetings with several different organisation from Bosnia and Herzegovina and discussed and agreed partnerships in different activities in the forthcoming period.

We also took part on a public screening of a documentary movie made by the OSCE office in Sarajevo, dealing with war crimes trials and the importance of Outreach activities when it comes to confrontation with the past and bringing justice closer to citizens. The president of the Helsinki Committee in RS was one of the persons intreviewed for this documentary, explaining the practical experience of our orfganisation in regard to activities directed to confrontation with war crimes committed in our recent history. 

September

In the beginning of September, our office was visisted by Danielle Harms, head of the Human Rights Department of the US Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Several issues were discussed during this meeting such as the current human rights situation in our country, field of work of our organization, the cooperation with NED etc. 

On September 13 we had one of our regular press conferences supported by NED. This press conference was dealing with religious freedoms and the current discrimination in teh RS when it coems to this issue. 

From the 13 till 16 September we realised a three day training for young leaders from Doboj (RS) dealing with religious and ethnic tolerance This is one in a series of trainings, which will be implemented throughout Republika Srpska aimed to build a strong network on young people working on issues related to religious and ethnic tolerance.

On September 14th, the executive director of teh Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska took part and held a brief speech on a conference on consequences of the work of the ICTY (International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia) on the situation in local communities. This conference was realized in Prijedor (RS) by the OSCE Mission to BH and the Outreach program of the ICTY. 

On September 17th, members of the Helsinki Committee in RS took part in the work of a Round table on the destiny of the ICTY archive. This Round table was oraganized by the Research and Investigation Center from Sarajevo. 

On September 19th, the executive director of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska gave an interview to Radio Free Europe commenting the Annual Report of the US Department of State in regard to religious freedoms in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

From September 23 till September 25, member of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in RS took part in the work of the Balkan Human Rights Network (BHRN) meeting as a member of the Steering Board of this reagional organization. In connection to this meeting of the BHRN, a reception was organised by the Danish Ambassador to BH. 

On September 25th, a meeting was held with representatives of the Open Society Fund in BH in order to discuss possible continuation of cooperation in future. Several possibilities were discussed and we agreed in which direction this kind of cooperation will go.

On September 27th, a public debate was organised in Zvornik (RS) dealing with the work of the State Court of BH, in particular it's War Crimes chamber and with the work of the BH Prosecutors office in regard to war crimes trials. The public debate was organised in order to inform the public in this particular local community how to approach this judicial institutions, what kind of jurisdiction they have, which possibilities are given to possible witnesses in reagrd to protection and dislocation etc. The aspect of the work of civil society when it comes to support to the court's and prosecutor's work was also mentioned. Keynote speakers on this public debate were empoloyees of the BH Court and of the BH Prosecutor's office, while Mr Vehid Sehic from the Forum of Tuzla citizens gave a short introduction of the role of civil society on this particular issue.  

At the same day, members of the Helsinki Committee fro Human Rights in RS took part in a meeting with partner organisations from Sarajevo, evaluating results of a joint project so far. The project, implemented by the Helsinki Committee in RS, the Center for promotion of civil society from Sarajevo and Kyodo from Sarajevo is a research activity on xenophobia and discrimination in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

On September 28, our office in Bijeljina was visited by representatives of the UK Embassy in BH. Topic of the meeting was primarily the state of human rights in RS and BH and the current political situation. 

The same day, representatives of the Helsinki Committee in RS had a meeting in our office with one representative of the Secretariat for cooperation with the ICTY within the RS Government. This meeting was aimed to discuss possibilitities to cooperate with this governmental office in regard to activities of the Helsinki Committee in RS in the field of confrontation with war crimes committeed in BH during the last war. Concrete steps of cooperation were agreed and practically started. 

Sincerely, 

The information department of the

Helsinki Committee in RS

October 2007
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