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1. INTRODUCTION

The exposing of the customs corruption affair in Republika Srpska has shown once again  that corruption is one of the most significant problems preventing the establishment of normal functioning of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian society. This case points very clearly to several basic elements of all the large corruption affairs up to date. First of all, several highest ranking representatives of the Government of Republika Srpska have been involved in the affair. Secondly, an exhaustive text about the affair had been published by the Banjaluka magazine “Reporter” seven months earlier, and as usual, nobody from the competent institutions reacted to it. Thirdly, the affair became a point of interest only in reference to the beginning of the pre-election campaign, and after the engagement of the International organisation CAFAO. Political leaders in the RS have been promising to launch a full investigation, dismissals, and criminal charges in order to mitigate the public dissatisfaction.

Just like so many times so far, nothing significant has really been happening, because corrupt institutions in RS constantly demonstrate their inability to function in accordance with the Law. The height of cynicism is the fact that the dismissed director of the Customs Authority has been appointed as the adviser to the new director of the Customs Authority, which is certainly a guarantee for the continuity of corruption in the customs department.

What gives special reason for concern is that a part of the money obtained through corruption is channelled into secret political party funds and that it will be used in the pre-election campaign. Of course, the greatest part of the money will end in the pockets of political strongmen in the RS. Time will show, just like in the past, that nobody will be held responsible for the embezzled millions of euros in one of the poorest countries in Europe. Instead of heading for economic recovery and prosperity, as RS Prime Minister Mladen Ivanic has promised, this Bosnian_Herzegovinian entity is growing increasingly poor by the day, and has been resigned to the political Mafia and powerful criminal lobbies, which have been fully obstructing democratic processes.

The second significant problem which is certainly one of the essential issues for the future of our country is the issue of building trust between the three ethnic and religious groups in B&H.  Fear and mistrust  are still present among the citizens of B&H, and they are a great obstacle to establishing normal relations in a multiethnic society. At the round table on reconciliation and confidence building that the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in RS held together with the “Commission for Truth and Reconciliation in B&H”, one of the participants said: “We shall need to invest much greater efforts and have much more courage and patience in building peace and confidence, than we needed for the war”. That is absolutely true, unfortunately. Today we are witnessing an even more acute conflict on the social scene in B&H, between those who would like to build and reconcile, and those who would like to destroy and make hostilities. The future of this country depends on the resolution of that conflict and victory in that post-war struggle.

2.THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN RELATION TO B&H AND REPUBLIKA SRPSKA
2.1 Office of the High Representative

This period witnessed the replacement of the High Representative in B&H.  Austrian diplomat Wolfgang Petritsch who held that most important office was replaced  by the British diplomat Lord Paddy Ashdown. The shift was carried out on May 27, 2002.

The shift at the head of the OHR was the reason for drawing up a summary of the three-year long mandate of W. Petritsch.

In the course of his mandate, Petritsch replaced 64 politicians in B&H and adopted 246 resolutions. According to the OHR statistics, Petritsch had been compelled to replace 56 officials by the time the Alliance for Changes came to power (November 2000).  Eight officials were replaced during the past two years.

The past period saw the replacement of Ante Jelavic, member of the B&H Presidency  and President of the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) in B&H. The dismissal of Jelavic came as the result of his obstructing the implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord and the declaration of Croat self-government. At the same time (July 2001) another two officials of HDZ were dismissed – Ivo Andric Luzanski and Marko Topic.

The director of Electrical Power Industry of the FB&H Edhem Bicakcic, the former Prime Minister of the Federation was replaced in February 2001. The dismissal was made because of the violations of the law while Bicakcic was  the Prime Minister of the FB&H.

Along with dismissing the individual persons, Petritsch was compelled to impose decisions that responsible institutions of the entities did not want to pass. 146 resolutions were imposed by November 2000 in the field of the state authorities, symbols, constitutional issues of the B&H,  economy, judicial reforms, building of the Federation and its cantons, media reforms and  business.

The coming to power of the Alliance was followed by the imposition of 100 new resolutions.

In the last three days of this mandate alone, Petritsch adopted 42 resolutions. These include constitutional and legislative amendments (constituent peoples). There have been 134 resolutions of that kind  imposing entire laws or certain parts of the laws. At the same time, Petritsch suspended or cancelled 17 laws.

Explaining his last resolutions Petritsch emphasised that they had been prepared for a period of several months before that and that the activities were the final phase of the implementation of peace in B&H. According to that interpretation, the resolutions are extremely important for the functioning of a democratic society, particularly with respect to constitutional reforms and those in the judiciary, police, military, public service and radio and TV services.

Petritsch has confirmed that by adopting these resolutions he has made the job easier for P. Ashdown.

2.2 Paddy Ashdown

On May 27, 2002, Lord Paddy Ashdown took the office of the High Representative in B&H.

Lord Ashdown was born in 1941 in India. His father was a soldier, and his mother was a clerk in the colonial administration. Following World War II, the family returned to Ireland. From 1952 to 1972, P. Ashdown served as an officer in British Royal Marines. Hew was in a special unit carrying out its mission on Borneo and in the Persian Gulf. After serving in the military, he went into diplomacy in the Geneva British mission. He was in charge of the relations with the United Nations (UN). In the 1988 election, he won in Joeville as Labour party candidate. Following that, he was appointed as the President of the Liberal Democratic party.

During the war in B&H, he visited this country several times as a special rapporteur of the British Government. He was in a similar mission in Kosovo as well. He is also well-known as the person who got a drawing on a serviette from the now late Croat President Franjo Tudjman at a dinner, explaining the latter’s plan of the division of B&H. He has testified about that at the Hague Tribunal for War Crimes, against the former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic, as well as about the other things he knew. A year ago, P. Ashdown received the title of lord. He is Director of the British Company “Independent and Time computers”. He is married, and has two children and two grandchildren.

2.3 Priority – Struggle Against Crime

Immediately after assuming the office, P. Ashdown held an inaugural speech addressing the members of both houses of the B&H Parliament. On that occasion he underscored the priorities in his future work.

The most important issue is struggle against crime. The first step is to establish a special court, after which it is necessary to establish a state court and create the legal framework for successful action by  the police, the prosecutor’s office and the courts. Steps will be taken to arrange for the High Judicial Council to become operative by next autumn, and to strengthen the system of supervision of the government and to prevent abuses in the public sector.

The second point of concern for this new High Representative is increasing the number of employees by enabling the start-up of new production firms and work posts.

The road to achieving this objective leads through implementing the reforms.

The reform of the judiciary has been particularly highlighted. According to his estimate, there are “too many judges and too little justice” in B&H.

Addressing the MPs, Ashdown emphasised that it is time to start the struggle against major criminals, war profiteers, who have now engaged in smuggling weapons, oil, drugs, and even people.

One of the important tasks will also be arresting the persons charged for war crimes, primarily Radovan Karadzic, the former leader of the RS, and General Ratko Mladic, war commander of the RS Army.

2.4 B&H Tour

Immediately after taking office, P. Ashdown set out on a blitz tour of B&H and visited Mostar, Banja Luka and Bijeljina. It was his wish to get acquainted in person with the situation in the field and the problems related to the implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord, particularly regarding the return of the minority peoples to their pre-war homes.

In Bijeljina, Ashdown visited refugee and returnee families and a Romany returnee family as well as a Muslim community in that town. On that occasion Ashdown seriously accused the attacks on Muslim objects in Bijeljina and asked the competent authorities to prevent eventual new attacks, and not to hinder religious freedom.

2.5 IPTF – International Police in B&H

The leading person in the Internatioanl Police in the B&H IPTF was also replaced on May 31, 2002.

Vincent Coeurderoy (from France) the former IPTF commissioner made the handed over to General Swen Fredericsen (from Denmark).

Commissioner Coeurderoy was appointed to that office on April 1, 2000. During his mandate in the IPTF he deployed more than 700 policemen  from the ranks of minorities, throughout B&H, and 170 were returned to the places where they worked before the war. Around 400 women joined the police forces in B&H in that period after completing studies at the police academy. Commissioner Coeurderoy considers the establishment of the State Border Service (SBS) in B&H to be his greatest success.

2.6 Suspension of 18 IPTF Members

The spokesman for the UN Mission in B&H Alan Roberts informed the journalists in Banjaluka (June 25) that he had suspended 18 IPTF members this year. The suspensions ensued as a result of the fact that the policemen had been using the services of prostitutes in night bars. They have forfeited the right to work in UN missions anywhere in the world and they have been sent back to their native countries.

One of the members of the UN Mission in B&H was returned home because he had bought a woman – a prostitute for 6,000 dollars and had held her in his apartment.

2.7 SFOR

Stabilisation forces in B&H – SFOR – will be gradually reduced. That has been announced by  NATO Secretary General George Robertson. The reduction in the number of troops mirrors the increasing stability in the area of B&H. According to that plan, about 7,000 troops should withdraw from B&H.  Reductions in the number of NATO members will be carried parallel to those in Kosovo, where about 5,000 troops are expected to leave.

2.8 Departure of SFOR from B&H?

US Administration has announced the possibility of American troops leaving SFOR in B&H, which would call into question the continuation of the mandate of the UN Mission in B&H (UNMB&H), which is to expire on June 31 at midnight. The UNMB&H mandate is to be extended until December 31, 2002.

The reason for this is that the Security Council did not accept the USA proposal for the American troops and all the representatives of UN forces to be exempt from any  proceedings  of the newly-established Standing International Court (ICC) based in Rome. The ICC is to start working on July 1, 2002 and it is going to try persons accused of genocide, human rights violations and war crimes committed anywhere in the world.

The administration of the USA considers that The ICC may jeopardise the sovereignty of the USA and that politically motivated proceedings could be instituted against American officials and soldiers who have been involved in missions outside the USA.

2.9 Human Rights Centre in B&H

According to the recommendations of the Venice Commission, it is anticipated that the Human Rights Centre will be merged with the Constitutional Court  in B&H, five years after the Dayton Peace Accord.

The Venice Commission (European Commission on Democratisation Based on the Law) has proposed that a decision should be taken on whether the Human Rights Centre in B&H will go on working independently (which is possible) or whether it will merge with the B&H Constitutional Court.

There are 10,000 cases pending before the Human Rights Centre in B&H. If proceeding at the current speed, it will take another 18 years to resolve the cases.

2.10 Charges Against RS

404 inhabitants of the settlement of Divic near Zvornik (eastern part of RS) brought charges early in April, before the Human Rights Centre in B&H against Republika Srpska (RS). They are requesting material and non-material compensation for damage incurred to them by the authorities in RS. In May 1992, all the inhabitants of Divic had to leave their homes, and the survivors started returning this year. The immediate cause for the charges was the decision issued by the Human Rights Centre legalising the construction of a Christian Orthodox Church in Divic on the location where there was a mosque before the war. At the beginning of the war the  Army of RS destroyed this mosque  which was built in the 16th century. A Christian Orthodox Church has  been erected on the same location. The citizens of Divic have contested the erection of the building and have requested from the Human Rights Centre to remove the church so as to be able to build their mosque again.

2.11 Verdicts Against RS

Early in June, the Human Rights Centre of B&H pronounced judgements against RS ordering that property be returned to six Bosniaks from Janja and Bijeljina (eastern part of RS). Along with returning the property, RS is obliged to pay non-material damages to the individuals amounting to between EUR 2,900 and 3,400. RS is obliged to pay EUR 100 a month to the plaintiffs until they have move into their homes.

2.12 CPRC

By the end of May, the Commission for Property Requests of the refugees and displaced persons (CPRC) which has been operating with the OHR,  adopted 216,749 decisions on returning property in both entities. The rate of enforcement of the decisions is 41.7 %. It is estimated that another 95,000 cases relating to the return of property will be submitted to the Commission.

The mandate of the CPRC will expire late in 2003. After that term, the representatives of the international community (OHR) and B&H authorities will decide on the basis of mutual agreement, which body will proceed with the work of the CPRC. Since the establishment of the CPRC in 1996, 236,952 requests in total have been submitted for returning 312,000 properties.

2.13 European Union (EU)

The European Union (EU) has donated EUR 71.9 million. Five sectors will be financed from this programme in 2002: democratic stabilisation, administrative capacity building, economic and social development, environmental protection and protection of natural resources, and the judiciary and internal affairs.

3. FUNCTIONING OF THE JOINT B&H ORGANS

The functioning of the joint B&H organs is becoming increasingly efficient. What is contributing to the situation are the permanent pressures exerted by the international community on the joint organisations and their officials.

The members of the B&H Presidency, the Ministerial Council of B&H, and Parliamentary Assembly of B&H have discussed the issue of following the guidelines laid down in the Road Map, with the representatives of the OHR and the European Commission. The members of the joint organs have accepted all the obligations as well as the laws that have been imposed by the High Representative Petritsch at the end of his mandate. Following the guidelines set out in the Road Map is the first step in bringing B&H closer to the European Union. The first regulations that have to be adopted are the laws on public service, public radio-television service, the ombudsman, and distribution of the budget at the level of B&H.

The B&H Presidency has accepted the changes in the operation of the Standing Military Committee of B&H. This body would have a defence character exclusively, and it would consist of nine members. Remarks about the function of the Standing Military Committee have been made by military and civil officials from Republika Srpska.

3.1 The Ministerial Council of B&H

The Ministerial Council of B&H has received a visited from a delegation of the European Parliament. The topic of the discussions was the requirements set in the “Road Map” that B&H has to meet in order to be considered for admission to the European Union (EU). It was stated that B&H could meet the guidelines by July 5, this year.

3.2 MPs of the Assembly of B&H

The MPs of the B&H Assembly adopted the Law on the Agency for Information and Protection of B&H and the Law on the Protection of the Rights of National Minorities, on (June 20).

The Law on the Agency for Information and Protection of B&H specifies that the head office of the Agency is to be in Sarajevo, and that the regional offices are to be in Mostar and Banjaluka. The Agency will be organised in three parts: criminal information, protection of very important persons, and the section dealing with the protection of diplomatic-consular representative offices in B&H and government objects. Supervision over the functioning of the Agency will be performed by the Parliamentary Assembly of B&H.

By its Law on the Protection of the Rights of National Minorities, B&H undertakes to recognise and protect the rights of every member of the national minorities to use his/her language freely and without obstructions, in public and privately, in writing and orally. On the basis of this Law the minorities have the right to establish radio and TV stations as well as to issue newspapers. The manner and criteria of election of the members of national minorities to the parliaments, assemblies and councils will be regulated by the Electoral Law of B&H and the entities and by the statutes and other regulations of the cantons, towns and municipalities. Acting in an emergency procedure, the MPs have adopted the Law on the Conflict of Interest in the institutions of the authorities of B&H, which was previously imposed by the High Representative W. Petritsch.

3.3 Agency for Public Service

On the basis of the decision adopted by the High Representative W. Petritsch, Jakob Finci from Sarajevo has been appointed to the office of the Director of the Agency for Public Service of B&H. The Agency for Public Service will be responsible for the efficiency and impartiality of public services and servants and for their not being dependent on the shifts in the political elites. The Agency will rely in its operation on the experiences of Great Britain, Austria, France, and the USA.

3.4 Relations between B&H and the FRY and Croatia

The relations between B&H with its neighbours (the FRY and Croatia) are on the road to complete normalisation. Joint commissions for defining the interstate borders between B&H and Yugoslavia (the FRY) have reached an agreement on determining the locations for border crossings and border traffic between B&H and the FRY. According to that agreement, 10 border crossings have been identified for international and road traffic (Sremska Raca – Raca; Badovinci – Pavlovica Most; Mali Zvornik – Karakaj; Kotroman – Vardiste; Uvac – Uvac; Vagan – Ustibar; Metaljka – Metaljka; Scepan Polje – Hum; Vracenovic – Deleusa; Ilino Brdo – Klobuk) .

International railroad border crossing are: Bijeljina, Zvornik and Strpci.
Another 9 locations have been identified as border crossings for passenger traffic, and they have mainly local significance.

3.5 Free Trade Between B&H and the FRY

The Inter-State Council of B&H and the FRY has reached an agreement on establishing free trade between the two countries. The agreement has been enforced since June 1. The Inter-State Council has also harmonised contracts on dual citizenship for the citizens of the two countries.

Representatives of the FRY have expressed their desire for this country to open its consulate in Banjaluka, and B&H is interested in opening its consulate in the FRY in Novi Pazar. An agreement was reached on forming a business council of the two countries and the possibility for printed media from B&H to be marketed in the FRY. Printed media from the FRY have already been available in the majority of towns of B&H. The members of the Inter-State Council have agreed that the refugees from B&H who are residing temporarily in the FRY can vote in the October elections in B&H without any problems. (In the FRY there are about 135,000 refugees from B&H who have franchise.)

3.6 B&H Has About 3.6 Million Inhabitants

According to the latest estimates of the Agency for Statistical Data, B&H currently has a population of about 3.6 million. Republika Srpska has about 1,000 and the B&H Federation  has about 2,000 million inhabitants.

The average age of the inhabitants in B&H is 28. The length of life of men is 60 years, and women 64. The gender structure shows that women are more numerous, the ratio being 3 women to 2 men. The last official census was made in 1991 and on the basis of the data there were 4,364,574 inhabitants in B&H then.

3.7 250,000 Young People Have Left B&H

The First Congress of the Bosnian and Herzegovinian Diaspora was held in Sarajevo (May 25-26) and it was attended by about 200 delegates from all parts of the world. It is estimated that currently there are about 800,000 citizens of B&H living in other countries. The conference has confirmed that about 250,000 mainly young people have abandoned B&H since the end of the war. Another data presented on that occasion was that about 64% of the young encompassed by opinion polls would like to leave B&H and work and educate themselves abroad. This Congress adopted the decision that the head office of the International Union of the Diaspora of B&H should be based in London, and Namik Alimajstorovic was elected president.

4. STATE BORDER SERVICE (SBS)

Increasing attention has been devoted to the functioning of the State Border Service (SBS). SBS has been gradually taking over the control of border crossings. 85% of the borders of B&H have been placed under the control of SBS so far. By early October this year, SBS will have full control of the borders of B&H. 

In early June, SBS marked its second anniversary. The ceremony was organised in the Suhodol Training Centre near Sarajevo, attended by the representatives of the international community in B&H, the diplomatic corps in B&H, and entity authorities. Currently, SBS numbers 1,672 highly professional members. In its operation so far, SBS members have prevented or identified several attempts to carry out illegal trade across the border.

4.1 Assistance to SBS

The Government of the USA has delivered its gift to the SBS – CD computer software – valued at $ 100,000. This computer system will facilitate the execution of tasks on protecting the border and  the struggle against smuggling, corruption, and crime. The computer system will be interfaced with the systems of the police in the entities, Interpol, countries of Western Europe and the USA.

The Government of the Republic of Holland has donated financial aid to the SBS in the value of $ 4,000,000. The money will be used for the implementation of the SBS project that is currently underway, an for the salaries of the employees.

4. 2 SBS Members Trafficked in Women

UN representatives in B&H have stated on April 26, that three members of the SBS engaged in trafficking in women. The reports refer to December 2000 when three women, citizens of Moldavia reported to the officer of IPTF in Zvornik that they had been sold by three men from the SBS to a man unknown to them. IPTF was not satisfied with the results of the disciplinary process in the police and referred the case to the public prosecutor in Zvornik. These three members of the SBS have been suspended and they will not be returned to their duties until the end of the judicial proceedings. If proven guilty they will not be able to work in police any longer. 

4.3 Abuse of Office

The head of the BH SBS has suspended the officers of the Zvornik SBS, Nedeljko Delic, Sead Mandzic, Smail Kahriman and Hajrudin Babajic because of founded suspicion of having abused their office and authorisations. They have been charged with allowing Mica Tanasic from Bijeljina to transport 44,000 tons of sugar from B&H to Yugoslavia across the Sepak border crossing, without passing through customs clearing. 

4.5 SBS Cadet School

The first generation of the school for future members of the SBS has started working in Suhodol near Sarajevo. The first generation of cadets there include 14 women and 35 men. The training will be 17 months long. 

5. FUNCTIONING OF THE RS AUTHORITIES

5.1 RS Government

The opposition in the National Assembly of RS has severely criticised the government of RS after the report on the situation and business status of the economy in RS. Based on the report, the physical volume of production has dropped by 25% over the past year. The coverage of imports by exports has dropped by 100%. 34,000 employees have been laid off. It has been estimated that the economy is completely insolvent, that privatisation has been a complete failure, that the social crisis is becoming aggravating, and that RS has an increasingly poor international status. At the same time, the degree of criminality and corruption have gone up.



The opposition has proposed that the report should not be adopted meaning that the Government of RS would have to fall. Nevertheless, of the 83 MPs in the National Assembly of RS, 47 voted in favour of the Government report. The majority of the votes in support of the Government came from the representatives of the Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) and the Democratic Progress Party (PDP).

After exposing the customs corruption affairs and pressures by the High Representative P. Ashdown, the Minister of Finance in the RS Government, Milenko Vracar handed in his resignation. Goran Popovic, Director of the RS Customs Authority handed in his resignation for the same reason.

RS Government confirmed the report issued by the Ministry of Finance about RS debt. The total debt of RS is EUR 835 million. RS Government will propose a plan for settling the debt over the next ten-year period.

5.2 Ombudsmen in RS

In the course of last year, the ombudsman institution in RS was visited by about 20,000 citizens. Written requests for assistance have been filed by about 5,000 citizens. The majority of the requests refer to violations of property rights (80%), followed by complaints about the operation of the courts, labour rights, and issues relating to town planning, building and ecology. Ombudsmen have confirmed that the Ministry for Refugees and Displaced Persons and its municipal departments have been violating the property rights of the citizens of RS in the majority of cases, particularly those of the refugees and returnees.

6. REFORM OF THE MILITARY

Discussions about comprehensive reforms of both armies in B&H (the Army of RS and the Army of B&H) and the creation of a joint command are still in process and no agreement has yet been reached. The international community, NATO primarily, have been interceding in favour of a single army in B&H, which is a requirement for admitting B&H in the Partnership for Peace. George Robertson, NATO Secretary General has warned both entities about the need for reforming the armed forces in RS. He has emphasised that it is untenable for a country to have two armies with two separate military command structures. Hence, it has been proposed that the current Standing Committee on Military Issues be reinforced and that central commands be introduced as well as control structures relating to both of the armies. The armed forces have to be under a single command and democratic supervision as is the case in all European countries and the USA. That is a key prerequisite for joining Partnership for Peace.

Reforms in the military are an urgent need also for financial reasons. The current outlays for the militaries are excessive and they are a huge burden for the budgets of the entities. The costs are completely unnecessary and they are completely unproductive. The money could be used for more productive purposes. B&H currently spends 10% of the total budget.

6.1 Joint Military Unit

The Ministers of Defence of B&H and RS have reached an agreement about forming a transport unit of the United Nations from Bosnia and Herzegovina for participation in peace operations, and about its structure. This unit is composed of the members of both entity armies and it is to be under the command of a UN representative. The representative is to have three deputies from both armies, and reshuffling of the deputies is to be carried out each six months during the course of the peace operation.

The civil and military authorities in RS do not accept joint armed forces. The National Assembly of RS (NARS) has rejected any possibility of a joint army and a single command authority. The NARS has obliged the representatives of RS in the joint organs not to accept any discussion about the issue of defence and armed forces, except for those discussed by the Standing Committee for Military Issues and the Joint Military Commission.

6.2 RS Army to be Reduced by 1,000 Troops

Within the framework of the planned reduction in the number of professional troops, the Army of RS  will discharge 1,000 persons in the coming months. The discharged troops will be given severance pays as regulated by the law. In addition to that there has been a request for issuing additional resources to the discharged troops in order to help them start business on their own.

The World Bank has granted a specific purpose credit of five million euros for the discharged troops of RSA who decide to start up their independent businesses.

The number of officers in the Army of RS has been reduced by 643. These people were members of the 30th staff centre stationed in Yugoslavia financed by the Yugoslav Army. That centre had 1523 officers of the Army of RS. The 20th staff centre was abolished by the decision of the Government of Yugoslavia. Of those officers, 362 have been sent to retirement and 281 have been transferred to the Yugoslav Army. The remainder, i.e. 691 officers have continued working in the RSA.

6.3 The Army of  RS Eavesdrops on SFOR

The commander of SFOR, General John Silvester has suspended the commander of the airforce and air defence of the RSA, Lieutenant Milan Torbica from all duties. 

This decision  ensued after SFOR established that a group within the framework of the Army of RS responsible for supervising radio frequencies which was based in the vicinity of Prijedor, electronically monitored the activities of SFOR and NATO. 

SFOR members have carried out an investigation in the military installations of the Army of RS at Zaluzanji Airport near Banjaluka. On that occasion, they confiscated equipment and documents relating to illegal electronic monitoring and eavesdropping of electronic communications of SFOR and NATO.

On the basis of the investigation conducted by SFOR it has been established that the eavesdropping was carried out in an organised manner and by  order of superior command authorities of the airforce of the Army of RS.

7. POLICE REFORMS

In the middle of May, Sarajevo hosted the first Bosnian Herzegovinian Police Conference attended by the representatives of the entity police and international organisations in B&H.

It was stated on that occasion that the organising of the conference was an expression of the self-organisation of police forces and institutions with a view to resolving the problems of their financial status, future functioning, and development of a uniform police training system, among other things.

The development of a police system will provide safety to all the citizens of B&H and it will be of great significance for the accession of B&H to European and Euro-Atlantic integration processes. One of the conclusions at the meeting was that the police in B&H has been carrying out a difficult job very well, however, that it has not been paid adequately for its work. It has been proposed that the financial status of the police should be improved.

7.1 Return of Bosniak Police Officers to RS

The Ministers of the Interior of FB&H and RS have signed an agreement in the head office of the UN Mission in Sarajevo about the voluntary return of Bosniak police officers to Republika Srpska. 

80 Bosniak police officers have applied for return to RS. The UN Mission has selected 20 of them for the first round. Their houses in RS have been destroyed completely or in part. The Ministry of Refugees and Displaced Persons of RS has provided building material for the reconstruction of their homes.

7.2 Joint Drill

Fifteen special police teams from the FB&H and RS have attended a joint drill in the Police Training Centre in Suhodol near Sarajevo.

The drill has a competitive character and its basic purpose is to help policemen from the special police units from several towns B&H meet, exchange their experiences, and agree on how to proceed in struggling against crime. The drills have also been attended by anti-terrorist teams from both entities.

7.3 Checking the Residential Status

The UN Mission in B&H expects to verify the residential status for about 3,000 policemen this year, whose residential status is unclear. According to the regulations of the UN Mission and the International Police (IPTF) about registration and temporary work permits none of the police officers can obtain a temporary permit or a final certificate for performing his police duty if it has been established that he has violated the property law, i.e. if he/she is illegally using another person’s property.

Members of the UN Mission have stated that 2000 police officers were identified in the year 2001 as having an unclear residential situation. Following an interview with them, 1436 have either abandoned other people’s property, or signed contracts with the owners for using the property. Other police officers either had their work permits withdrawn, or they succeeded in legalising their residential status.

7.4 250 “Suspicious” Police Officers

According to the report of the International Crisis Group (ICG), there are between 200 and 250 active police officers on the whole territory of B&H who were accomplices in war crimes. The majority of such police officers are in Prijedor and Foca / Srbinje (RS). 

ICG has criticised the police for obstructing investigations of the cases of attack on returnees. The majority of such cases remains unsettled, because the police have been protecting the members of their own ethnic group. Hence, it has been proposed that the persons who have been causing the obstruction be dismissed. A proposal has been made to establish an “independent police as opposed to the authorties” which would increase the efficiency of the police in preventing corruption and crime.

7.5 Dismissals and Suspensions of Police Officers

Lately, the IPTF Mission responsible for supervising the functioning of the police has dismissed or suspended from work several police officers from both entities.

Since 1999, IPTF has withdrawn the work permits for 161 police officers, of whom 37 had their permits confiscated because of the acts committed during the war.

Over the past three months, there has been an increase in the number of suspensions and dismissals from work. 

The police officer Milojko Kovacevic from Visegrad has forfeited his work permit because of his war past, and Jovan Cokorilo from Trebinje because of his responsibility on the occasion of laying down the corner stone for the Trebinje mosque. Crimes committed during the war were the reason why work permits have been withdrawn for Slobodan Nikic from Doboj, and Naser Sejdic from Samac (RS). Work permits have been withdrawn for the same reason from the police officer Zeljko Dragic, inspector in the MoI, Bosko Govedarica chief of the Foca police, Goran Dunovic from Kalinovnik, and Goran Stojanovic from Srebrenica. Based on the formerly filed charges (by an unnamed applicant) 21 police officers have been suspended in Prijedor (some of them have been retired). These police officers have been accused of crimes against civilians and destroying cultural and historical monuments during the war. They have been charged with taking part in the destruction and looting of the District Office in Prijedor on August 24/25, 1995.

The District Public Prosecutor’s Office has brought charges against five former police officers from Prijedor. Ranko Jakovljevic, Miroslav Cadjo, Mile Rodic, Drazen Rakovic, and Rade Savic, have been accused of having committed crimes against civilians. They have been arrested and detained in the investigating prison in Banjaluka. The arrest has been committed on the basis of the Article 191 Par. 2 of the Criminal Law of RS on the grounds of suspicion of having committed crimes against civilian population during the war.

The head of the police in Teslic, Milivoje Simic has been accused of having illegally issued personal documents, and he has been detained on that account in the investigating prison in Doboj. Criminal proceedings are being conducted by the basic court in Doboj against Slobodan Lazarevic, officer in charge of issuing travelling documents in Doboj on the ground of suspicion that he has issued travelling documents to persons who are not B&H citizens.

The Polling Committee has confirmed that none of the illegal users of other persons’ properties (refugees and displaced persons) will be able to vote in the municipalities where they now reside. They will be able to vote in the municipalities where they lived in 1991.

The Polling Committee of B&H has prepared the rules of conduct for the electronic media in the pre-election campaign. According to the Electoral Law, in the period  starting 60 days before the date of the elections,  all electronic media will be obliged to provide equal and fair media coverage for all political parties, coalitions and independent candidates. Impartiality in relation to the media must also be ensured.

Paid political advertisements in electronic media have been forbidden. Pre-election silence starts 24 hours before the opening of the polling places.

7.6 Attacks on the Police

Police members in RS are frequently exposed to attacks by irresponsible and aggressive citizens. In the course of last year there were 97 cases of attack against the police. One police officer was killed in one of the attacks. That was Mile Lelek, police officer from Pale, who was the victim of the attacker Zarko Bozic. Bozic activated a hand grenade that killed both of them. In the other attacks, four police officers were severely wounded and 43 suffered lighter injuries.

The majority of the attacks took place in the territory of the Public Security Centre (PCC) in Banjaluka – 58 of them in total. In the Bijeljina and Doboj PCC areas there were 15 attacks, in Srpsko Sarajevo 7, and in Trebinje 2.

8. ELECTIONS

The Polling Committee of B&H has accepted the candidacy of 57 political parties for the upcoming general elections which are to be held on October 5. Three independent candidates (Slobodan Cvijetic, Marinko Brkic, and Vojo Sljivar) will also take part in the elections. Political parties have  formed nine coalitions.

The 47 political parties will be running for the National Assembly of RS, namely, 19 from RS and 29 from the B&H Federation. Thirty seven parties (13 from RS and 24 from FB&H) have put up their candidates for the office of president and vice-president of RS. Candidates for the Serbian member of the Presidency of B&H have been announced by 27 parties, 6 being from the FB&H).

17 parties have slated their candidates for the Bosniak member of the B&H Presidency, and 21 parties for the Croat member.

34 parties will be running for the seats in the House of Representatives of the B&H Parliament (11 from RS and 23 from the B&H Federation).

The total number of political parties from RS taking part in the elections is 19, and from B&H 38).

The Serbian Radical Party (SRS) will be allowed to take part in the upcoming elections. This party was barred from taking part in the elections two years ago.

According to the decision of the OHR, persons who have been dismissed from office will not be able to take run as candidates in the elections. OHR has announced a list of persons who may not be slated for the October elections. They are persons who have been dismissed by the High Representative. Among others, they are: Edhem Bicakcic, Ferid Hodzic, Elvedin Hrelja (all from the Party of Democratic Action, SDA).

Ante Jelavic, Ivo Andric Luzanski, Marko Tokic, Dragan Mandic, pero Raguz, Drago Tokmadzija, Marko Benkovic, Mijo Tokic, Barisa Letica (all from the Croat Democratic P0arty HDZ), Nikola Poplasen (Serbian Radical Party SRS) and others.

Registration of the voters for the elections was completed on June 20. According to the estimates of the Polling Committee, 2.3 million people in B&H are eligible to vote in the elections. About 200,000 citizens of B&H living in other countries have been included in this figure, and they will send their ballots by mail.

The Ministry of Refugees and Displaced Persons has been focussing activities on providing accommodation for displaced Serbs who are supposed to abandon Bosniak property on the territory of RS. Alternative accommodation will be sought for such families.

There are 17 collective refugee centres in RS housing 930 families with more than 2,000 members. This Ministry has been planning to close down all the collective centres by the end of September. This will require the construction of another approximately 450 apartments and EUR 2.5 million. It has been planned to achieve the level of 50% of property returns by the end of this year. According to the estimates of the Ministry for Refugees of RS, a realistic deadline for the return of property to all the citizens may be the end of 2004.

8.1.  Voting in Croatia

Elections will be organised in Croatia for the citizens of B&H who are residing in Croatia as refugees. Croatia will provide EUR 40,000 as financial support for the elections. It has been estimated that there are about 100,000 Croats and about 25,000 Bosniaks in Croatia who have fled as refugees from B&H.

8.2.  Pre-election Surveys

According to the pre-election surveys conducted by the National Democratic Institute (NDI), national parties – SDS, SDA, and HDZ have been growing increasingly popular. These parties are expected to win between 30 and 40 percent of the electoral offices.

This survey has shown that the number of the young who are interested in voting in the election is very small. About 23 % of the young have stated that they do not wish to vote.

The High Representative P. Ashdown has addressed a message to the citizens of B&H inviting them to come turn out for the election and vote for hope and for a better B&H, for reforms that will enable a better living for everyone and particularly the young.

9. THE RIGHT TO RETURN

The return of the refugees and displaced persons in both of the entities has its dynamics, however it does not satisfy the desires of those who would like to be able to take possession of their property as soon as possible.

Although the Office of the High Representative exerts certain pressure on local and entity authorities, there is still a lot of obstruction. That is particularly manifest in the whole of RS and in the parts of the B&H Federation settled by the Croat ethnic majority.

Thirty thousand persons have returned to both entities in the course of the first five months of this year, which is the greatest number so far. If this rate of return prevails, about 100,000 persons could return by the end of the year. The return of such a large number of returnees requires about EUR 75 million. USAID is expected to provide support for the implementation of this project in the amount of between $ 20 and 25 million.

According to the records of the organisations involved in the Property Laws Implementatio Plan  (PLIP), the implementation of property laws has increased up to 48%. The Federation has resolved 52% of the cases, while RS has resolved 39%.

The Federation has received the applications for property return filed by 141,229 families, while 72,379 families have already taken possession of their properties.

The number of applications filed in RS is 107,516 and  41,245 cases have been resolved. The total number of applications for property return in B&H is 255,612, while 116,881 families have taken possession of their property, houses, apartments, and other kinds of property.

IPTF Commissioner Swen Fredricsen has withdrawn work permits for six police officers from the B&H Federation and RS, because of different forms of violation of the police code of conduct. The violations of the code of conduct are related to transporting illegal migrants, smuggling and illegal occupation of other persons’ residential premises. Dragan Vasiljevic (Bijeljina, RS), Emir Kadric (Novo Sarajevo, FB&H), Marinko Andric (Orasje, FB&H), Jevto Doder (Srpsko Sarajevo, RS), Pero Butigan (Stolac, FB&H), and Adnan Karaljic (Doboj-Istok, RS) have been dismissed from their jobas.

Return to Zvornik

The return of Bosniaks to the area of the Municipality of Zvornik is among the most successful in RS. According to the sources of the Regional Centre for the Return, 10,700 persons have returned to this area (before the war there were 50,500 Bosniaks living in the area).

The Zvornik municipality has reconstructed 2100 residential buildings. About 600 dislodgments have been carried out since the beginning of this year.

Srebrenica

The Ministry of Refugees has received 535 requests for recovering tenancy rights in Srebrenica. Of that number, 332 apartments have been returned to the holders of tenancy right.  186 families have taken possession of their private houses. Not all of these apartments and houses have been occupied now. Their owners have only taken possession of the buildings and after locking them up, they have returned to the places where they now live in the Federation, the European countries or America.

The conditions of living in Srebrenica are very difficult and this town has also been abandoned by the Serbs who settled in it after the Srebrenica tragedy. 

Doboj
About 14,000 citizens have returned so far to 26 settlements in the Doboj municipality. 1,200 persons have returned to the village of Sjenina alone. 210 houses in this village have been reconstructed with the assistance of the humanitarian organisation “World Vision”, “Muslim Aid”, GTZ, the Federation Government and the Tuzla Canton.

Bratunac

Return to the area of the municipality of Bratunac has been burdened by numerous difficulties and obstruction by local authorities. The majority of Bosniak houses in the villages have been destroyed and no aid has been provided yet for their reconstruction. They people have been getting around somehow and reconstructing only the most urgent things. Currently, there are about 150 returnees living in the woods and in cellars.

Prijedor

Property Laws in the Prijedor municipality have been enforced to a level of 36%. The total number of applications for property return filed so far is 10,785 and the number of applications filed for returning the right of tenancy is 2,044 applications.

American ambassador in B&H Clifford Bond has visited the village of Kevljane in this area and on that occasion he handed over the electric power facilities the construction of which was financed by USAID. A transformer station has been constructed as well as the power supply network and 225 reconstructed houses have been connected to the system. The value of this aid was EUR 421,000.

Banjaluka

Enforcement of property laws in the Banjaluka municipality has had the poorest results in RS. Only 30 percent of the applications have been resolved. 9,222 applications have been filed for returning tenancy rights, and 2,638 have been resolved. 7,618 applications have been filed for returning private property, and 2, 238 have been resolved.

Bahrija Dedic was the last Banjaluka floater and she moved back into her apartment in the middle of June. For ten years running, Mrs. Dedic lived in different sheds, pigsties, and under the bridge in Banjaluka. Now she has moved into her apartment finding only one armchair in it, and power supply cut off.  She has been hoping to obtain the aid of humanitarian organisations and her fellow citizens to be able to provide the basic furniture.

10. PREVENTION OF THE RETURN

The return of the non-Serbian population to RS has been unfolding with great difficulty and has been exposed to general obstruction by the local and entity authorities. The authorities have been stating in public that they support the return, however, they have often been preventing it or making it difficult in practice.

That is reflected in the slow enforcement of the property laws. RS authorities have been justifying this by stating that they do not have enough alternative residential facilities for all the Serbs who are supposed to leave the Bosniak or Romany properties. At the same time the authorities have been supporting the stay of the displaced Serbian population in the territory of RS.

10.1 Illegal Distribution of Bosniak Property

As a sign of their support for the displaced Serbs staying, municipal authorities have been granting free building lots to such families, which have built their houses there. The majority of the lots have been distributed illegally.  

The Association of Refugees and Displaced Persons of B&H has presented the data that about 85,000 building lots in RS have been distributed illegally. The majority of the lots belong to Bosniaks who are still refugees. The most flagrant instances of illegal distribution of lots have been noted in Bijeljina, Doboj and Prijedor.

About 250 lots have been distributed in the town of Bijeljina on the land that belonged to Bosniaks. The number of lots distributed in the neighbouring village of Janja is 1,200. The land was the property of Bosniaks and it is subject to restitution. Communist authorities in the former Yugoslavia confiscated the land from wealthy families and gave it to agricultural cooperatives. After the disintegration of the former Yugoslavia, proceedings were instituted for recovering the land, i.e. returning it to their legal owners. RS authorities have returned the land only to Serbian owners and as a result the High Representative in B&H W. Petritsch has suspended the Restitution Law.

The authorities in RS have now been distributing Bosniak land to displaced Serbs, thus implementing their policy of ethnic engineering they started at the beginning of the war in B&H.

More than a year ago, the OHR prohibited the distribution of land and the construction of houses on it, however the decision has not been observed.

Thus, whole settlements have emerged on the formerly agricultural land. The inhabitants of such settlements have been faced with legal problems. They are not the owners of the land where they have built their houses, the settlements have not been built according to a town plan and there is no electric power supply, water distribution, telephone system and road network. Such problems will significantly grow in the coming period.

The Association of Refugees and Displaced Persons in B&H has accused the political leadership in RS of having designed a plan for further ethnic cleansing of the territory of RS and of implementing it.

The Serbian Christian Orthodox Church (SPC) has also been taking part in the usurpation of the land belonging to Bosniaks. In the centre of Bijeljina, SPC tore down ten Bosniak houses, whose owners had formerly been exiled, and it built the head office and the monastery of the Zvornik and Tuzla eparchy on that location. None of the owners have been offered any compensation nor any other residential facility. In the village of Ljeskovac near Bijeljina, a local church has been built on the land belonging to a Bosniak family. In Zvornik, a Christian Orthodox Church has been erected on the location where a mosque was situated in the past, the land being the property of the Muslim Community.

10.2 Illegal Users

There are another 15,000 illegal and double users of other persons’ property on the territory of RS and the B&H Federation. They are persons who occupied two or more apartments in other people’s ownership, during the war. They do not want to vacate the property not belonging to them and they have been supported in that respect by RS authorities.

The majority of illegal users are in Bijeljina – more than 3,000. Their property in the Federation has been returned to them, however they do not wish to leave the Bosnian or Romany property.

10.3 Destruction of Property

When abandoning other persons’ property, temporary users of such property often take away with them all household belongings, and they devastate the apartments and the houses. This happens most frequently when other persons’ property must be vacated on the basis of dislodgment. Revolted by the fact that the property laws are being enforced, the users destroy  household belongings and the apartments themselves.

The OHR as well as the international organisations in B&H have pointed to this problem. Since that phenomenon has been widespread throughout the whole of B&H, the OHR is expecting the police, the courts and the local residential authorities to take appropriate steps. The OHR has also expressed its concern over the 2,000 vacated apartments in the south-eastern part of B&H, which have been destroyed to such an extent that it is impossible to live in them. That is why it is impossible for their owners to return.

Destruction of other persons’ property is a criminal offence and it is prosecutable and subject to imprisonment for a term of six months.

10.4 Status of the Returnees

The majority of the returnees of non-Serbian nationality  in RS are in a very bad situation. They need financial assistance for repairing their homes and supplying the basic furniture. None of the Bosniak and Romany returnees have returned to their jobs. Due to discrimination against the non-Serbian population they cannot get  jobs either in the institutions of the entity or the municipalities, the courts and the health sector.

Certain families cannot provide enough food for their members. Returnees in the village of Glogovo (20 families), the Bratunac municipality (eastern part of RS), have been living under very difficult conditions. There is no power supply in the village and no water, the macadam roads towards the village are in a very poor condition, and there are no bus lines, no school, and no clinic. Nobody is employed. Only ten houses have been reconstructed and other families live in sheds and barracks while reconstructing their destroyed homes. The majority of the returnee families do not have enough money for food.

The inhabitants of Glogovo have referred to the municipality,  RS, B&H and international organisations, asking for assistance in reconstructing at least the school or the clinic, because that would attract more people to return to the village. 

The couple Avdo (80) and Pemba (78) Alic have returned to their village of Brcigovo, the municipality of Rogatica (eastern part of RS). Their house has been destroyed just like the houses of other inhabitants of this village. For a whole year now they have been living in a tent, because they do not have the money to reconstruct their house, and they have been receiving no aid. They say that they have returned to Brcigovo so they could stay on their own land, because they have grown tired of wandering around and staying in other people’s homes.

The Bishop of Banjaluka Franjo Komarica has addressed a letter to the High Representative in B&H, P. Ashdown where he is complaining about the fact that the regions of Banjaluka  and the Sava basin, i.e. Croat returnees in these areas have received no aid for reconstructing their homes. He considers this as being discrimination against the Croats and has requested that the authorities in RS engage themselves more in providing for the return of the people to these regions. About 6,000 Croats have returned to these regions so far.

11. ATTACKS

The return of the non-Serbian population in RS is not prevented only by obstruction, but also by direct attacks on the returnees and their property. The attacks have increased over the past three months.

It is interesting to note that the police never got any farther than starting investigations to trace down the perpetrators after each of these attacks. Not even 2% of the perpetrators have been traced down so far.

Prijedor

On April 6, unidentified persons hurled an explosive device at the house of Ibrahim Krukpic in the settlement Gornja Puharska (Prijedor municipality, western part of RS). This resulted only in material damage caused to the house. This was the seventh attack on this house in the past seven months. The police have not identified any of the perpetrators.


Unidentified persons planted a bomb under the Opel Cadet car belonging to Mirsad Cikota from Prijedor on April 13. Another automobile was damaged due to this explosion that also smashed the windows on the neighbouring buildings. That same night a bomb was hurled at the agricultural pharmacy owned by Zdravko Ostojic from Prijedor. The explosion only caused material damage  to the building.


On May 26, a powerful explosive device was hurled into the yard of Djuro Dakic in the village of Srednja Lamovita (Prijedor municipality). The explosion damaged three buses parked there and the material damage has been estimated at EUR 5,000.


An explosive device exploded at the parking lot of the Le Pont restaurant on June 8, damaging 12 automobiles. Nobody was injured. The motives of this terrorist act have not been identified.

Zvornik

On April 10, the Zvonrik police arrested Andjelko Mirovic from the village of Piskavica (Vlasenica municipality, eastern part of RS) on grounds of justified suspicion that he killed the girl Meliha Duric on June 11 last year. The girl had returned to the village of Piskavica with her family. While she was sitting in the house, she was killed by a bullet fired through the window of the house. The police searched for the assassin for a long time.


On June 3, a group of young Serbian men attacked the building in Zvornik which is the head office of the Democratic Action Party (SDA), and the Muslim community. The youths hurled stones at the building and smashed all the windows. This attack, too, was directed at stopping the process of return of the Bosniaks to Zvornik.

Foca

The vehicle of the International police Station (IPTF) in Foca was stolen in the night between April 9 and 10. The Toyota-Ranger automobile  had been parked in the centre of the town. The local police have started an investigation searching for the thieves.

The police in Foca has established that Nikola Brcic from Miljevina (Foca municipality, eastern part of RS) fired an automatic rifle in the village on April 13. He was immediately arrested and criminal charges will be brought against him for causing general hazard and for being in illegal possession of weapons.

An unidentified person hurled a hand grenade in front of the Blue Moon café in the centre of Foca on May 2. Nobody was injured, and only the building sustained material damage.

Lopare

Three explosive devices were activated in the settlement called Koraj (Lopare municipality, north-eastern part of RS) in the night between April 11 and 12. The explosions did not cause any material damage. It is assumed that the explosive devices were hurled in protest against the opening of a newly built mosque in Koraj the following day.

Banjaluka

A bomb was planted under the automobile of Mica Vracar, director of the Banjaluka bank, on April 17, which devastated the car. Nobody was injured in the incident, although the car was parked in a residential area. The blast broke the windows on the neighbouring buildings. The local police has inspected the site of the incident and has started an  investigation.


Bahrija Dedic, the last floater in Banjaluka was attacked on June 4 by Vinko Knezevic who lives in her apartment. Knezevic hit her, cursed her and threatened her because she requested that he give her back her apartment.


A hand grenade was hurled at the Audi 80 automobile belonging to Vlada Kuzmanovic from Banjaluka on June 12. The explosion damaged the car.

Esad and Nada Music, returnees to Banjaluka have stated in an interview for the Sarajevo newspaper Dnevni avaz  that they and their house have been attacked five times since 1999. They were first robbed, and then, on four occasions, their house was either shot at or it was the target of grenades. Some of the perpetrators have been traced down and punished.


The owners of eight buses that were set on fire in the incidents of May 7 in Banjaluka, when Serbian extremists prevented the laying down of the corner stone for the Ferhadija mosque and set the buses on fire, have been requesting damages from the RS authorities. RS Prime Minister Mladen Ivanic as well as the Human Rights Centre in B&H have promised to provide them compensation. However, nothing has been done yet. If the issue of damages is not settled soon, the owners of the destroyed buses will confiscate  vehicles belonging to transporters in RS.

Dubica

An explosive device was hurled at a café belonging to Danijel Krivdic, a returnee to the village of Krivdica Brdo (Dubica municipality, western part of RS) on April 19. The café and an automobile were badly damaged.

Modrica

A group of Serbs extremists demolished the home of the returnee Kemal Kuburic in the very centre of Modrica (northern part of RS) on May 10. The attackers smashed all the windows and blinds on the house.

Bijeljina

A powerful explosive device was hurled at the building of the Mejlis of the Muslim community in Bijeljina on May 16. Nobody was injured in the incident but the explosion caused a huge material damage. The strength of the blast that woke up many citizens smashed the windows on the building of the Mejlis, as well as a part of the roof structure, and damaged an automobile. The windows on several neighbouring houses were also smashed and the faces of the buildings have also been damaged.  The local police have started an investigation searching for the perpetrators.

Doboj

A bomb was hurled at the ANN Promet store belonging to Miroslav Aleksic in the settlement of Grapska (Doboj municipality). The store is situated in the house of Bosniak Muja Hurtic. It is assumed that the bomb was hurled in protest against the fact that two Bosniak returnees to Grapska had been employed in the store.


On June 27, unidentified persons stoned an international train near Doboj which was running from Banjaluka to Belgrade. The stoning took place at two locations. The first one happened near the village of Koprivna and Vranjak, and the second one between the village of Busetlici and Kostajnica (municipality of Doboj). Nine windows on the train were shattered but none of the passengers were injured. The police of Doboj started an investigation.

Samac

An explosive device was hurled into the yard of the family house of Blazo Kljajic in the village of Gornji Hasici (Samac municipality)  on May 28. The blast smashed the windows and damaged the façade of the house.

Gacko

The Association of the Citizens of Gacko (south-eastern part of RS) has warned the public that Bosniak returnees to this town are frequently exposed to attacks by Serbian extremists. Since the beginning of this year, there were 11 attacks on Bosniaks and their property, all with the purpose of intimidating them and preventing the process of return to this town.

Milici

A bomb was hurled into the yard of the returnee Zija Hodzic in Nova Kasaba (Milici municipality, the central part of RS) causing a minor material damage to the house. The local police arrested the perpetrator of the incident that same day. That was 17-year-old S.K. from Nova Kasaba.

Brcko

A bomb was hurled under the automobile belonging to Srdjan Nedic, judge from the Basic court in Brcko on June 4. This attack has been interpreted as an attack and pressure on the whole judiciary, and as a method of intimidating the judicial authorities.

Another accidental explosion happened in Brcko that same day. A bomb that was situated in the garbage was activated when candles were lit. Damir Zahovic (25), a casual passer-by was hurt in the explosion.

Unidentified perpetrators have torn down the concrete posts surrounding the chapel of St. Ante in the village of Gredice (District of Brcko). This is only one in a series of several incidents happening here between the Croat returnees and the displaced Serbs living there on a temporary basis.

Derventa

Two hand grenades were hurled into the yard of the family house of Milorad Dimitric (49) in the village of Donji Crnjani (Derventa municipality). Nobody was injured in the incident. One bomb was hurled beneath a Golf automobile causing substantial material damage. The other bomb was hurled at the house smashing the windows. The motives of this incident have remained unknown.

Rudo

On June 9, an unidentified person  hurled a bomb at a wedding party in the village of Bjelusine (municipality of Rudo, south-eastern part of RS). One shrapnel hit Vida Rakovic, one of the guests, causing her a severe injury. There were many guests at the party and it is really fortunate that not more people were injured.

Trebinje

A group of six minors of Serbian nationality attacked one Bosniak returnee on June 13, banging on the door of his house and threatening to kill him. This incident was condemned by the UN Mission in B&H.

12. THE FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

On May 3, this year, the Global Freedom of Press Day, some views were published about the (in)dependence of the media in B&H. The editor-in-chief of the newspaper “Nezavisne novine” from Banjaluka Radmilo Sipovac claims that both the public and the private media are under a strong influence of the current policy. Editors-in-chief of the public media have been giving in to the authorities in order to keep their offices, while the owners of private media look upon the situation as an opportunity for easily getting quite rich. 

It has already become rather discernable which media support which politicians.

Any discerning reader will find out that the Party for B&H and Haris Silajdzic exert their influence on the editorial policy of the only Sarajevo newspaper (Oslobodjenje), that SDS controls the Banjaluka daily (Glas srpski), and that HDZZ controls the Mostar newspaper (Dnevni list). SDP B&H has a strong influence on several media in B&H (Dnevni avaz), SDA control certain Sarajevo media (Ljiljan, Jutarnje novine).

Certain newspapers in B&H have been founded at the behest of certain services from the neighbouring countries, some have been financed from the funds that should have been channelled directly into the budget of RS or the FB&H, and some of them have been receiving money from abroad. All this is an obstacle for free journalism. Only after the journalists start receiving regular and solid salaries and when the newspapers become economically independent will it be possible to talk about free journalism in B&H.

Radomir Neskovic,  president of the Independent Association of Journalists of RS is of the view that free journalism exists to the extent professionals fight for it as journalists. He considers that there is freedom in all the newspapers, but that there are political pressures as well. According to his estimate, free journalism exists most of all in “Slobodna Bosna”, “Nezavisne novine”, and “Dnevni avaz”.

12.1 Politicisation of the Media

According to the estimate of the American Freedom House, the freedom of media expression in B&H is partial. The media in B&H are still susceptible to corruption, they depend on foreign support, they are cocooned in their ethnic frameworks and sometimes abused by the authorities. A lot of the media have been privatised, however they are still under a strong influence of the political parties. Considering the size of B&H and the number of population living in it, as well as its economic capacity, the number of media in it is too big. The majority of them have been founded on the basis of party or ethnic interests.

12.2 Licences for 183 Media

The Communications Regulatory Agency  (CRA) with the OHR has allocated 183 licences for the operation of radio and TV stations in B&H. The licences have been received on the basis of three key elements: programme contents, financial sustainability and technical equipment.

258 radio and TV stations (197 radio and 42 RV stations) have applied for obtaining long-term licences. In RS licences have been issued to 15 TV and 49 radio stations. Long-term licences have been issued for a 2-year term with the possibility of extending them if the code and criteria of CRA are observed.

One-year licences have been issued to Radio Srpsko Sarajevo, NTV Studio 99, TV Mostar and HTV Mostar.

12.3 The Start of PBS

Since May 7, the media space in B&H also includes the TV programme  broadcast by the PBS Public Radio and TV Service. In this initial period, the only programme broadcast regularly is the news at 19:00). PBS does not have a transmission network and the news programme is broadcast using the frequencies of the RS Radio Television (RTRS) and the Radio-Television of the B&H Federation (FTV).

TV stations of the entities have transmitted all the matches of the World Football Cup in Korea and Japan via PBS.

12.4 RTV Service Laws

The High Representative in B&H W. Petritsch has passed a package of decisions specifying the basic elements for the functioning of the three RTV companies of the public RTV system of B&H.

These include the Law on the Basics of the Public RTV Service and Public Service in B&H, the Law on Radio Television of the Federation and the Law on Radio Television of Republika Srpska, which are an important step in the process of restructuring the RTV system in B&H in accordance with European standards.

These laws have met one of the significant requirements set by the European Union in the “Road Map”. The imposing of these laws has been explained by the fact that RS has opposed their adoption in the regular parliamentary procedure. The legal framework that has been imposed is the prerequisite for enabling efficient and financially sustainable functioning of the public RTV services in B&H.

12.5 The Best Media and Journalists

On June 28, Nezavisne novine from Banjaluka was declared as the best daily in B&H. The best radio was “BH Radio 1” and the best TV stations were the Tuzla Canton TV (TVTK) and the Independent Television of Banjaluka (NTVBL). Zija Dizdarevic,  commentator and columnist of the Sarajevo Oslobodjenje,  was declared the best journalist. The best TV creation award went to Salih Brkic (Federal TV), and the best radio programme award to Samir Kadric (BH Radio 1), while the best photography award was conferred on Almin Zrno (Sarajevo). The best “on line” edition was produced by “Media on line” from Sarajevo.

12.6 The “Concordia” Award

On the occasion of the Media Freedom Day, the director and owner of the Banjaluka “Nezavisne Novine” Zeljko Kopanja was awarded the “Concordia” award conferred by the Association of Journalists of Austria.

Kopanja received this award in the “Freedom of Press” category  for his unselfish endeavours to reconcile the peoples of B&H.

In 1996, Kopanja established the newspaper “Nezavisne novine” which was his way of opposing the then ruling regime in RS. After a series of articles about the camps in western Bosnia and crimes committed by the Serbs against the Bosniaks and Croats, an attempt was made at assassinating him on October 22, 1999. Although he suffered severe injuries losing  both of his legs, Kopanja has continued to fight for democracy, truth and free journalism.

12.7 Euro Info Centre

The SENSE News Agency (based in Brussels) has opened the first Euro Info Centre (EIC) in B&H based in Sarajevo. This Centre has an information – business, educational and debate character. The Centre was opened on May 9, European Union Day, in order to send out the message that B&H is part of Europe and that it must become a member of the EU.

12.8 Press Council

The newly established B&H Press Council has been emphasising the need for developing democracy in the media as one of the objectives of its activities. The Council has planned to carry out a campaign among the editorial boards of the printed media  within the next month, in which it is to introduce the journalists and editors-in-chief to the Press Code, the presentation of advertising supplements in the press, and the production of jingles and commercials.

The Press Council has received five complaints about the editorial policies of certain printed media. The public will be informed about this later. Two complaints have been filed against the “Prst” tabloid from Laktasi, alone.

The establishment of the Press Council is the result of the need to check the observance of the Press Code which was signed by all the six newspaper associations in B&H in 1999. 

The Press Council has 13 members, and its president is Robert Pickner from the UK.

12.9 Pressures Against Journalists

Several well-known political figures in RS have brought charges against the editorial board of “Nezavisne Novine” requesting large financial compensations of between EUR 25,000 and 250,000. The charges have been filed by Dragan Kalinic, President of SDS and President of the RS National Assembly, Dragan Cavic, Vice President of RS, Boro Bosic, and others.

The intention underlying the complaints requesting large damages is to destroy the editorial board of “Nezavisne novine”.

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in RS has undertaken to defend ”Nezavisne novine” at the Banjaluka court through its Fund.

Dragan Cavic, RS Vice-president and SDS Vice-president has also announced bringing charges against the journalist Branko Peric from Banjaluka. In a commentary published by Nezavisne Novine, Peric accused Cavic of trying to conceal the corruption affair in the RS Customs Authority.

Peric is also a member of the B&H Polling Committee, and Cavic has requested in his charges that Peric be dismissed from the Polling Committee membership.

Drago Todic, head of the municipality of Novi Grad has insulted and slighted journalists who were attending the meeting of the local Assembly. He even asked the question: “Why are journalists present at the meeting of the Assembly at all?” He did not like newspaper reports about his despotism in appointing certain people to certain offices.

Sead Buric, director of Radio Brcko is under pressure from the employees who are requesting his resignation. On two occasions he has been threatened with death if he does not hand in his resignation. Buric has said that the crisis in the collective is the result of violations of the work discipline, expressly national statements in front of the microphone, sacrilege of the national coat of arms of B&H in the premises of the Radio, the work of certain individuals in competitive companies and the disappearance of the music material from the Radio.

12.10 Sanctions

The Implementation Board of the Communications Regulatory Agency  (CRA) has fined RTV FB&H with EUR 500. The fine was imposed as a result of the remark by Senad Pecanin, editor in chief of the “Dani” magazine who stated that RTV FB&H has violated the provisions of the CRA Code on editing radio and TV programmes: decency and politeness and fabricated and misleading material.

The Banjaluka TV stations TV Bel and Independent Radio TV NTV have been fined with monetary fines of EUR 500 each because of broadcasting films with pornographic contents and scenes of violence in the time slots which were inappropriate for such programmes. The CRA Implementation Board has established that TV Bel did not even have copyright for the disputed film and that apart from violating decency and politeness it has also violated the observance of copyright obligations.

13. THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Not all the religious communities in RS enjoy equal freedom of religion yet. Christian Orthodox believers are still privileged in comparison to Muslims and Catholics.

Muslim believers have great difficulty obtaining permits for reconstructing their religious objects that were destroyed by the Army of RS during the war in its implementation of the policy of ethnic cleansing. Local and entity authorities have been deliberately obstructing the issuing of permits for the reconstruction of mosques because this contributes to preventing Bosniaks from returning to RS. The authorities do not respect the decisions of the Centre for Human Rights and the OHR either, who have ordered that such permits be issued to everybody.

One of the cases of obstruction is the postponement in commencing the reconstruction of the most famous Banjaluka mosque – Ferhadija. The corner stone for this mosque was laid down on June 19 last year but no works have yet started. On May 7 last year, on the occasion of the first attempt to lay down the corner stone, serious riots broke out organised by Serbian extremists, in the course of which one Bosniak was killed, several buses and passenger cars were set on fire, and the officials attending the ceremony were stoned.

During the past period there have been open attacks and explosive devices have been hurled on Muslim religious objects (examples of this in the “Attacks” section).

Reconstruction of Religious Objects

Despite great difficulties, Muslim returnees – believers have been preparing or have already started reconstructing their religious objects in several towns in RS.

The reconstruction of the mosque in the settlement called Caparde (municipality of Osmaci, RS) has been completed. The object was reconstructed using the resources of the returnees - believers  and the Muslim community.

A Christian Orthodox church in the settlement called Dubnica (municipality of Kalesija, FB&H) has been reconstructed and opened. The Serbs who lived there before the war have started returning to the place.

A mosque in Kljuc (municipality of Gacko, RS) has been reconstructed and opened. This religious object was constructed using donations from the citizens.

The Catholic church in Samac, which was destroyed during the war, is now under reconstruction. The money has been provided by Catholic believers from the whole of B&H.

Works have commenced on reconstructing the White Mosque in Srebrenica. The object is being built on the same location where it was situated until the middle of 1995 when the Army of RS tore it down.

The mosque which was destroyed on May 11 1993 in the Banjaluka settlement of Vrbanja is now being reconstructed. 200 Bosniak families have returned to this settlement situated at 6 km from Banjaluka. Before the war there were about 6,000 Bosniaks there.

The Catholic church of St. Mark in Plehan (municipality of Derventa, RS) is undergoing reconstruction. The church was torn down by the Army of RS on July 2, 1992.

14. SOCIAL RIGHTS

The social status of the majority of citizens in B&H is rather poor. A large number of the inhabitants live below the minimal international standards. According to these standards, persons who live on less than EUR 4 a day are below the poverty line, and those who spend EUR 1 to 2 are at the limit of physical existence.

According to this methodology, a family of four in B&H should be earning EUR 500 a month in order to be able to live above the poverty line. In the Federation of B&H there are 12.5% families receiving such salaries and in RS only 4.3%. That means that 87.5 % of the families in the Federation are on the edge of the poverty line or below it, and in RS as many as 95.7%.

The unemployed in RS are in a particularly difficult social position, and so are the refugees, displaced persons, and pensioners. There are close to 150,000 citizens fit for work registered on the labour market in RS (in the Federation there are about 270,000 unemployed). There have no prospects of finding jobs. A large number of the former socially-owned companies have stopped functioning. Companies that have been sold on the basis of privatisation have been laying off workers as a result of which about 30,000 employees have been dismissed over the last year.

Pensioners in RS receive EUR 60 a month on average. That is insufficient for providing food for a single person. Due to the fact that pension funds are empty, pensions have been reduced by between 35% and 40 % every month. The  debts will not be compensated to the pensioners. One of the reasons for the low level of the funds in the pension budget is that a large number of companies have not been paying their contributions to the fund.

A large number of unregistered employees have been working in a large number of private firms, and the owners do not pay any contributions and taxes for them.  Labour inspectors have performed about eight thousand inspections in different companies in the first five months of this year. The inspections identified 9,476 unregistered employees. The number of employees on the black market has increased by three times in comparison to the same period last year.

The majority of employees have been receiving low and irregularly paid salaries. The average salary in RS amounts to EUR 160. There are large differences between the salaries considering that employees in municipal administrations receive three to four times larger salaries than workers in production companies. The lowest salaries are in the catering industry.

Low and irregularly paid salaries have been the cause of trade union protests in the whole of RS last spring. Public protest gatherings were organised in larger towns, where the requests involved regular salaries, increase in the basic cost of labour, creation of new jobs, more honesty in the privatisation process, and adoption of a social programme. Unfortunately the protests  rallied a small number of workers and the effect of the protest was minimal.

Returnees – members of the minorities are also in a very difficult situation. None of the Bosniak or Romany returnees to RS have returned to their pre-war work posts. For the time being, the returnees may perform only jobs based on self-employment. However,  they have been exposed to discrimination even in that respect because the local administrations have been making it difficult for them to set up private crafts shops or small businesses. They have been discriminated against also in obtaining credits for starting private businesses. Local authorities refuse to issue the necessary documents to them for obtaining credits, and banks  demand additional guarantees.

14.1 Increase in the Number of Suicides

The difficult social situation and the great uncertainty of the existence of every individual have caused an abrupt rise in the number of suicides. That is one of the most difficult problems currently.

In RS there are no specialised institutions dealing with this problem. The current authorities do not attribute any attention to it. Suicide cases are discussed only in the newspapers within the framework of criminal columns. Some dailies have conducted a research about the topic and consulted psychologists and welfare workers. The whole problem has been characterised as the Vietnamese syndrome and as the consequence of a difficult social situation, deep depression and the  psychological situation of the individuals. RS ranks among the top countries in Europe by the number of suicides.

14.2 Drug Addiction

One of the consequences of the difficult economic and social situation is the increase in drug addiction in the whole of B&H. Drug addiction in B&H became a problem during the war, however it has become notably widespread over the past years. There are no specialised institutions for treating drug addicts in RS. Their treatment depends exclusively on the will of the individual. The police are unable to confront the increasingly organised distribution of hallucinogenic drugs with the forces they currently dispose of.   It has already been noted that there are locations in the vicinity of schools used for distributing drugs.

On the occasion of the Drug Suppression Day, June 26, appropriate manifestations and gatherings were organised in many towns of RS with the purpose of pointing to the fatal consequences of drug addiction. The appeal was addressed mainly to the young calling on them not to resign themselves to such 

an adventure, as well as to the police and other institutions calling on them to struggle against trafficking in hallucinogenic drugs.

According to the estimates based on the clinical treatment that has been provided, there are between 3,500 and 5,000 heroin addicts in RS. In Banjaluka alone there are about 1,500 of them, and in Bijeljina about 600. The real figure is certainly larger by at least three times, because only registered addicts have been taken into account in the estimate. It is estimated that more than 100,000 citizens have tried one of the drugs, meaning one tenth of the total population. The greatest number of drug addicts are aged between 15 and 25.

Some of the drug addicts are prone to committing criminal offences only to be able to obtain money for the narcotics.

15. COOPERATION WITH ICTY

RS has a law on cooperation with ICTY, according to which the authorities in RS are obliged to arrest and extradite the persons accused of war crimes. However, the authorities in RS have not arrested any of the accused, although the whereabouts of some of the people from the list of indictees are well known. The authorities have also been pursuing a nationalist policy which does not allow the members of their nation to be arrested and handed over to the Hague, irrespective of their guilt.

All the detainees from RS who are in the Hague have been arrested by SFOR members, while several of them have surrendered voluntarily.

The RS Government has set April 1. as the deadline for all the persons accused of war crimes to hand themselves over to the Hague voluntarily. The call for surrender has been addressed also to the former leader of RS Radovan Karadzic and the former commander of the Army of RS General Ratko Mladic. Until that deadline nobody has surrendered to the Hague Tribunal voluntarily.

The Bureau of the Government of RS for cooperation with ICTY has stated that, in the first half of this year, the authorities in RS delivered seven cases relating to the war crimes committed. Five of the cases relate to crimes against the Serbs, and two to war crimes against the Croats and Bosniaks.

15.1 16,000 Candidates for ICTY in the Balkans

According to the estimates of ICTY experts, between 4,000 and 16,000 persons might be accused of war crimes in the territory of the Balkans.

However, ICTY will be dealing only with a minor number of cases involving persons who held high military and political offices, while local courts will deal with the other cases. ICTY supports the formation of the state court in B&H which is to try the persons accused of war crimes.

15.2 Trials in B&H


ICTY delegation headed by Carla del Ponge, chief prosecutor and Claud Jorda, ICTY president have visited B&H and talked to the members of the B&H Presidendcy and leaders of the entities.


On that occasion it was concluded that there are no conditions in B&H as yet for instituting legal proceedings against the persons accused of war crimes before local courts.


Before forming the state court for war crimes it is necessary to carry out a reform of the judiciary at a high level and implement the plan conducted by the OHR.

15.3 Another 35 Indictments

ICTY prosecutor’s office has stated that another 35 indictments are being prepared for the persons accused of war crimes in B&H. Although the names of the accused have not yet been publicised, some hints have been made that the indictees will include current high ranking officers from all the three peoples in B&H.

16. REFORM OF THE JUDICIARY


Neither the citizens nor the Office of the High Representative have been satisfied with how the judicial authorities in B&H and in RS have been delivering. Judicial authorities have been fully controlled and influenced by the ruling parties, at both the level of the entities, and the local levels.  The judiciary is susceptible to corruption and non-professional performance of judicial tasks. Certain cases remain pending for several years, and courts have not yet pronounced any sentences against the officials for commercial crime and corruption.

16.1 Dismissal of 11 Judges and Prosecutors


The High Representative in B&H, W. Petritsch, has replaced 11 judges and prosecutors on May 23 on account of the accusations against them citing corruption, non-professionalism and violations of the law.


Among the judges suspended are Zeljko Lalic, judge of the Basic Court in Banjaluka, on account of having violated the principle of the rule of law. He has forged verdicts and signatures of other judges, and Nenad Gvozdic, judge of the Municipal Court in Mostar who has assisted in defrauding in the process of privatisation of the Hotel Ero. Kata Zovko, judge of the Cantonal Court in Mostar, has been suspended for the same reason, and so has Katica Tadic, judge of the Municipal Court in Livno.


Milenko Tomic has been suspended from the office of the public prosecutor in Prijedor, because he deliberately obstructed the investigation of certain serious criminal acts.


RS Supreme Court Judge Nedjo Draskovic has been suspended on account of having violated the principle of the rule of law, as well as Hasan Pjanic, judge of the Bihac Cantonal Court.


Jevto Jankovic, judge of the Basic Court in Banjaluka has also been suspended, and so have Fatima Djukic-Bajramovic, judge of the Municipal Court in Zenica, Omer Borovac, judge of the Municipal Court in Gorazde, and Davor Silic, Deputy Minister of Justice in the Herzegovinian - Neretva Canton, on account of having violated the property law. 

US Ambassador Clifford Bond is not satisfied with the performance of the judicial organs either. He has pointed to the fact that since the signing of the Dayton Peace Accord there has not been a single case of instituting serious judicial proceeding against corruption. He has estimated that there is a large number of judges and prosecutors in B&H but that they do not work sufficiently and he has announced reductions in the number of employees in the judiciary.

16.2 The B&H Appellate Court

The High Representative in B&H W. Petritsch has adopted a decision on establishing the Appellate Court in B&H which is to decide on the appeals on the decisions of the B&H Polling Committee and the Electoral Appellate Council, and to ensure a legal remedy for the protection of the voting  rights of the citizens of B&H.

Milos Babic, Suada, Halilagic, Benceslav Ilic, Branko Morait, Muhidin Niksic, Nedzad Popovic, and Martin Raguz have been appointed as the judges of the Appellate Court.

16.3 Legal Reform Department

The new representative in B&H, Paddy Ashdown has established the Legal Reform Department appointing Dr. Zoran Pajic as its head. The task of the Department is to carry out a thorough revision of the legislation in B&H, and to harmonise it with the current international judicial standards. According to the estimate of Dr. Pajic, B&H citizens have lost confidence in the judiciary. Criminal laws have been highlighted as a priory in legal reforms.

17. REFORM OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

The educational system in B&H reflects the existing situation in all the social relations, and the current system is far from European and international standards. Curricula burdened by national and religious affiliation are still in effect. The teaching staff in RS schools are exclusively  members of one nationality (teachers are only Serbs) although members of other nations also attend the schools.

In order to adjust the programme of instruction to modern European models, the OHR and the Council of Europe have started elaborating a new framework law for elementary and high school education.

The Ministry of Education of RS does not accept an integral school programme at the level of the whole of B&H, explaining this by the fact that  the Dayton Peace Accord has placed education under the competence of the entities.

The situation in university-level education is particularly difficult. In the whole of B&H there are as many as seven universities. In RS, there are two universities, one in Banjaluka and the other in Srpsko Sarajevo. A public debate has been going on about the draft of the law on universities in RS and that has brought to light several other difficult problems.

Within the framework of these two universities in RS, there are 29 faculties which are short of everything. There is not enough room, and there is not a sufficient number of classrooms, studies, equipment, and professors.

So many faculties are too much for RS. The establishment of the university in Serbian Sarajevo is a political decision and not the result of real needs. Currently, the students of that university have been provided schooling in the woods, in mountain hostels, and other inadequate premises. The university does not have its own teaching staff and lectures are held by poor-quality professors from Serbia. The lectures are irregular, they are held at weekends and during holidays, when the professors from Serbia are available. A lot has been improvised in that process. The students have been complaining about such a manner of organising the instruction, and they have been accusing the professors of not meeting the requirements of the curricula and of being corrupt.

Certain professors have been involved in politics, and they also do not hold lectures and examinations regularly (Mladen Ivanic, RS Prime Minister, Dragoljub Mirjanic, President of the University in Banjaluka, and others).

The prevailing situation in the domain of university-level education is being alarming and it is threatening with leaving RS without an intellectual elite. After completing their secondary schools, the young prefer to go abroad, while local universities tend to become places stimulating the resurrection of “experts” in new languages, new history, national grammar, national writers and national literature. Education tends to become an instrument in political games and there is fear that it will lose its genuine educational essence.

18. PERSONAL DOCUMENTS

B&H has accepted the CIPS project which implies issuing unique personal documents for all the citizens of B&H, as it is practiced in Europe and elsewhere in the world.

The unique personal ID card was presented on May 21, within the framework of the project. The first personal ID cards have been issued to the members of the B&H Presidency and the High Repesentative W. Petritsch. The issuing of new personal ID cards to the citizens will start in October.

The unique personal ID card has been made according to the highest European standards. It prevents the possibility of forgery and it proves the identity of the person in a simple way. Its validity is 10 years.

On June 28, the High Representative in B&H, Paddy Ashdown passed a decision specifying that the name of the entity will not be inscribed in the new personal ID cards, but only the name of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

19. LEGAL ASSISTANCE

The legal department of the Helsinki Committee in RS regularly provides its legal counselling and direct judicial representation in the cases of gross violation of certain human rights.

In the past period, more than 430 citizens from both entities have addressed the lawyers of the Helsinki Committee asking for legal assistance.

In more than 80% of the cases, the citizens have asked for legal advice regarding how to achieve their property rights. The majority of cases had to do with returning the property or cancellation of property exchange contracts.

The citizens have asked for advice on how to speed up the process of restitution of their property by legal means. Local authorities, i.e. municipal departments of the Ministry of Refugees and Displaced Persons in RS, do not respect the legal deadlines applying to the obligation of returning property to the owners.

Certain citizens received decisions on returning their property issued by the competent ministry a year or two ago, however they have not yet been able to take possession of their houses. There have been similar cases involving citizens who have received the decisions issued by CRPC. Municipal ministries are obliged to enforce the decisions issued by the CRPC, however they frequently obstruct the process. In such cases, citizens are advised to refer to the respective OHR field offices which have a superior role in relation to the municipal ministries.

A number of citizens would like to cancel their property exchange contracts that have been discharged during the war and after it. In such cases, the lawyers tell the citizens that they can cancel the contracts only by filing charges with the court. In the majority of cases, the courts have accepted such requests because that has been regulated by a former decision of the High Representative. All the citizens who are dissatisfied with their property exchange contracts signed during the war, may cancel them and get their property back. It is considered that there were no normal conditions for exchanging property during the war and that in many cases the exchange was performed under pressure and threats.

About 10% of the citizens have requested protection of their labour rights. In the course of the war and after it, a large number of citizens have remained jobless, and some have been placed on waiting lists but they have not been receiving salaries. The workers are advised to seek the possibility of returning to their jobs by referring to the court. Unfortunately, the current Labour Law of RS does not grant the right to workers to be returned to their jobs or to collect their salaries in arrears.

Pensioners whose pensions are paid according to the current budget of the Pension Insurance Fund, have also asked for advice. Their monthly pensions have thus been reduced by 40%, and the fund is under no obligation to settle that debt for them. Even in such cases the Law protects the Fund, to the detriment of the pensioners.

20 . STATEMENT FOR THE PUBLIC

Helsinki Committee for human rights in RS severely denounced the attack on the Islamic community building in Bijeljina. “We are deeply concern because of the brutal attack on Islamic community building again, and also because of present religious intolerance in public.

We appeal to political leaders and parties, media, Citizens Associations and RS public, to give their contribution in building confidence between different ethnic and religious groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina,” was said in the statement for the public.

The Helsinki Committee also hope that Police and authorities in charge, will be able to discover

perpetrators of this act and that they will take all necessary security measures and enable to all citizen normal realization of human rights, without any kind of discrimination.

Helsinki Committee for human rights in RS fully supports the activities done by the judicature, regarding the investigation of suspects for war crime under civilians, connected with assassination of the priest, Tomislav Matanovic, during the war. It is encouraging to know that authorities in charge, have made concrete steps, after the war, according to Criminal law in RS, and that is fortifying the responsibilities of suspects for acts against civilians. Unfortunately, the actual authorities did not make any concrete will to arrest those who are on the list of ICTY.

Helsinki Committee expects, in near future, to start more criminal procedure against those, that violated human right during the war. We appeal on public in RS to give open and strong support in order to have rule of the law regarding fortifying individual responsibility for crime over the civilians, during the war.

21. PRESS CONFERENCES

3st Press Conference “ It is time for truth and reconciliation in Bosnia and Hercegovina” 

April 10, 2002

That is how press agencies saw this conference (Onasa, AsCe):






There were 60 participants present, representatives from different NGO s, Political parties and all Religious Communities from south-east part of RS and Brcko District. 

Jakob Finci, President of Association for Truth and Reconciliation in BiH, introduced the participants about the work and activities of the Association.

“Basic duty of the Association is to make one real truth out of three current national truths about the war in BiH, which will be helpful for the historians to present exactly correct picture of war events”, said Finci.

According to his opinion, the Association should collect five to seven thousands of voluntary testimonies about events in BiH since November 1990 until December 1995. All testimonies, as he said, will be systematized according to chronology and place of the event and all that will be presented to BiH Parliament. The work of the Association should last for 30 months.

“All data gathered will  be very difficult excepted by many, but this is the only way  which leads towards tolerance, civil society and multiethnic life in BiH”, said Finci.

“Reconciliation is a process which needs to be encourage and will be pending on how  truly, citizens in BiH, wants  to face the truth, but as well as its forgiveness”, said Branko Todorovic, President of Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska.  

 4th Press Conference ”Human Rights in the Pre-election Campaign”

May 15, 2002

“We have to mention the special situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the interethnic hate, which is, unfortunately, still present in our society and which gets transferred to innocent young generations. This is, besides the bad economic also, social and political situation in our country, one of the reasons why people of Bosnia and Herzegovina are easy victims of manipulation from all sides. This gets obvious especially in the pre-election campaigns, where various political parties are using speech of hate and we appeal that all who are actively involved in the pre-election campaign to respect human rights and basic civilizational values, “ was said on the press conference in Banja Luka.

5th Press Conference ”Human Rights Violations in the process of return”

May 15, 2002


“Refugees and displaced persons are the most victims of the tragically happenings in the past ten years. Their problems do not end even when they return on their property. The problem of the reintegration and resocialisation of returnees is very big. A small number of returnees are able to find a job and sometimes they are victims of various discriminations, based on religious and ethnic background. Unfortunately, a very small number of people is paying attention to this problem and a lot of people think that the problem of return is solved, but the problems for the returnees has even started when the come back to their homes,” was said on the press conference in Banja Luka.

22 . TV SERIES

4th Telecast 

Date: April 13, 2002

Title: SOCIAL POLITIC IN POST-WAR PERIOD




What was social politic like in post-war period and what is the way for its reform, how to build system of social protection, after having system pending of humanitarian aid for years? Those are questions that experts for social law and humanitarian social workers, not only from BiH but also from neighbor countries, tried to get answers. 

Mr. Stabs have resumed social politic state in BiH, starting from war period social protection with the humanitarian assistance for surviving, up to now, when we are in a phase of development and reconstruction.

Vehid expressed his gratitude that social politic have got central attention at such big meeting, because so far, it was always unattended. “We still do not have define social politic in BiH. Even countries who realized its transition period around “green table”, without war and the war consequences, were not capable were not able to define it. The social politic, anyway, in BiH is developing through partial programs, which help to improve currant social state.”

Angela Pudar: “The institution for social protection were unheeded form huge assistance of international organizations. The priority was human assistance distribution. Working conditions were very bad. After the war, first serious steps were made, and there are more and more programs that invest in those institutions capacity. World Bank credit which goes for social protection system reconstruction, is very important for us, as well as the fact that BiH is in a process of developing strategy against poverty.”

Professor Milosavljević pointed out three, beside the other important issues, which should be improved to be able to discuss social politic development. “First of all, it is necessary to improve a life quality. Most of the countries are below the state they have had in socialism. Secondly, fundamental principle of social politic is to create the condition for universal human rights realization. After, there is direct connection between economy, general and social politic. The third is to improve the position of citizens in realizing social security and prosperity.” 

5th Telecast

Date: April 27, 2002

Title:  EDUCATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Guests: Prof. dr. Slavo Kukić, University in Mostar

             Prof. dr. Miodrag Živanović, University in Banja Luka

             Prof. dr. Juraj Martinović, University in Sarajevo

             Prof. dr. Dragatin Mijović, Higher school for trade in Bijeljina

Today participants tried to give answers on some question, regarding education, one of the most actual subjects; especially, it has been really actual subject for last several months in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Prof. dr. Živanović said that education, like other sector, cannot be in better or worse position in compare to any other problem of the society, and that it is a question how to transfer education form school, which is rather limited for the moment, to a real life.

There was a seminar on “Education and human rights” today in Bijeljina, and since there were no politicians talking about the subject, what was the often case before, but people in profession in co-operation with non-government organizations, they have been asked if that is the right way to approach the education?

Prof. dr. Kukić: “ That is, for sure a good sign. Today we were able to answer the questions that were given to us individually about reform of education and about direction and philosophy of the reform. Each time when those decisions were discussed, somebody who is not competent have discussed them. I think that the most efficient way is that people from profession deal with it and then we will create education which can be a model for the future.”

Being asked if Bosnia and Herzegovina has a manual which verified human rights, therefore education as one of the fundamental human rights, professor Juraj answered: “Manuals program which was made in 1994. did not expressed human rights, but were orientated by nationalism, as collective right, and always on the account of the other side.”

Prof. dr Mirović: “ Professors are not quite well informed about rights, therefore they are not able to transmit the knowledge on their students, because so far, we did not make serious analyses on Constitution and school regulation, as well as the position of students in all that story.”

On the end, professor dr. Živanović said that Government should not make any decision in education, but only to give financial means out of the budget and that it is necessary to make autonomy on University, where student would be universal part of the University.”

6th Telecast

Date: May 4, 2002 

Title: CIVIL SOCIETY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN BiH


Guests: Tomas Karotes, UN Mission in BiH, Sarajevo

              Djuner Ismail, President of NV Forum, Skopje, Macedonian

              Senka Nožica, President of Directors Board for "Open Society" fund in BiH

How much human rights have been respected, six years after signing Dayton Agreement and how much Bosnia and Herzegovina has became civil society? Is it possible to build civil institution in both entities? Those were some of the question for the presents, mainly from non-governmental organizations, which deal with human rights promotion and protection.

Tomas Karetas, at the beginning, gave the results on many years of analyzing the work of non-governmental organizations. He stressed out that there were significant investments in direct grants, training, judiciary and other activities. “There is no doubt that some of NGO gave real contribution, especially those who were involved in human rights work. They have brought very important changes, gave “a shelter” to young people who want to be involved actively in public business in order to stop “loosing brains” out of the country. On the other hand, the fact that 90% of NGO depend on international financing and can not function alone, and there are such an organizations who take care more to please the donors then citizen needs directly.”

Djuner Ismail: “The characteristic for current states or societies, arise after Yugoslavia dissolution, is that they use a method “of learning on your own mistakes”, so the most painful method. We are not ready to learn on the others who already experienced the similar situation. Learning form the other would save us against more mistakes and more marks.”

Senka Nožica said that, unfortunately, it is true that our legal system is inefficient, dependent, on relatively low level and that it is corrupted. “We have missed to found a legal state just after the war, therefore we need to correct old mistakes now, what drug us on the other side. Each judge is afraid if he/she is not going to understand new regulation, which were recently brought in. I think, that many will agree with me if I say that fundamental reform starts on Law Faculty first, in the frame of education.”

7th Telecast 

Date: May 18, 2002
Title: RELATION BETWEEN S/E EUROPE TOWARDS STABILITY PACT

Guests:    Željo Željev, Predsjednik Balkan politic club in Sofia

                Verner Blater, Head of UNHCR Mission in BiH

                 Mejbl Smit, director of Institute open society in Brassels

                 Mark Viler, director od International Crises Group
What is the relation between Southeast Europe towards Stability pact in Southeast Europe like? How much of these opportunities, that Stability Pact gives, have been used by those countries? How much Bosnia and Herzegovina use the possibilities for economy with neighbor countries and South-East Europe, and what conditions needs to be fulfilled in order to develop economy and society? Those were only some of the question, that were opened by participants of the conference.

Željo Željev find that personnel changes cannot be the guarantee for successful mission in such a big activity like Stability Pact for Southeast Europe. “ It is necessary to do generally, critical analyses of many years activity. I wonder why the Stability pact did not fulfil expectations and hopes of those who created it as well as of those for whom it was created.”

Werner Blatter: “There is no democratization and human rights without human measures and also there is no justice and security without democratization. If you get close to it, it is obvious that one role prevalence, which is: legal state and role of the law to all members, in order to enable development and better cooperation.”

Meyble Smith considers that Stability pact should reduce the number of its activities, because they were really active in all domains of stabilization process. In that way, as she said people who are involved in stability pact, would not waste their energy but would direct it on 4,5,6 priority areas. “They should be focused to regional issues such as trade, return of refugees, transport infrastructure, traffic regulation and electricity.”

Mark Viler: “Balkan state did not act equally to attract foreign investments, and on the other side, western government start to revise is it wised to invest in Stability pact, which does not contribute even today, after three years.” 

8th Telecast

Date: June 01, 2002

Title: POTENTIAL ENTRY OF BiH IN PARTNERSHIP FOR PEACE

Guests: Sejfudin Tokic, vice-president of House of People

What are the possibilities for the Bosnia and Herzegovina to enter Partnership for peace and what does in mean, that was the main subject for the discussion between local and foreign experts as well as non-governmental organization.

“Bosnia and Herzegovina and its officials has an obligation to respect all post acceptance conditions, once when enter Council of Europe. They are obliged for reception of international standards in a sense of finance and civil control of military structure and all the other relevant international standard in this segment. These two important moments define future military structure. Future Army structure will be significantly changed and there are going to be two divided Army structure. Changes that we need in BiH Constitution should be totally separated from changing Dayton Peace Agreement. Till now we equalized BiH Constitution and Dayton Peace Agreement.  Dayton Agreement is much larger document, and I think it is imposible to change.”

9th Telecast.


Date: June 22, 2002
Title: PARTNERSHIP FOR PEACE TO SECURITY

The round table “BiH and NATO”, organized by Manfred Werner together with Alliance for peace, the local and experts from other countries and members from non-governmental organization, tried to get some answers on today subject. There was a lot of discussion about Hungary and their experiences of entering NATO as well as its advantages, which were explained by some Hungarian experts.

“In the beginning of 1990, when the deconstruction of Warsaw Pact of Soviet Union started, NATO Pact has passed very important, fundamental transformation, and have changed their vision. General Sylvester, from SFOR perspective, work on the military defense and he tries to give the form for Bosnia and Herzegovina future. Whatever we do here is completely based on the Declaration of Council for peace implementation, dated May 2000. There is a big number of measures, which need to be undertaken in the region of defense.”

On the end he said, that, no meter that Bosnia and Herzegovina will have more and more obligations and responsibilities on its own, he is deeply convinced that future for Bosnia and Herzegovina is in Europe.

“I think that Bosnia and Herzegovina needs good political leaders who should give it prosperity and who will make quick steps and enter the group that move towards good direction. I give my personnel support together with SFOR and NATO for future efforts and positive results” 

Bijeljina, July 2002                                                                                                      Information service

                                          of the Helsinki Committee in Republika Srpska

PAGE  
20
Narrative report

“Protection, Promotion and Monitoring Human Rights in Republika Srpska”

April 1 – June 30, 2002


_1086591675.doc
[image: image1.png]HELSINKI
COMMITTEE FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS
N REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

Helsinski odbor za ljudska prava
u Republici Srpskoj

BiH, 76300 Bjjeljina, P.O. BOX 126, Tel/Fax: ++387 55472 851; ++387 55 401 532;
E-mail:  helcomm@inecco.net, helodbor@eunet.yu ++387 55 403 011;






BiH, 76300 Bijeljina, P.O. Box 126, Tel/Fax: + 387 55 210 851, + 387 55 201 532



E-mail:  helodbor@inecco.net, helcomm@EUnet.yu � HYPERLINK mailto:helcomm@EUnet.yu ���                 + 387 55 203 011                          Web site:     http://www.helcomm-rs.org						 
























