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1. INTRODUCTION

The pre-election campaign for the general elections held on October 5 in Bosnia and Herzegovina has revealed the depth of the moral and ethical crises that the society in Bosnia and Herzegovina is in. The brutal and unscrupulous fights between the political opponents have surpassed everything seen so far. The most negative role was played by the printed media which, with the assistance and support of intelligence and para-intelligence services, have published half-truths and fabricated big lies with unbridled political fury.

Unfortunately, in the pre-election campaign, the politicians have cleverly avoided the issue of human rights, while the basic source of all political messages were ethnic values. A more detailed analysis would show that most political parties which are fond of talking about social democracy and civil society are, in fact, rooted in ethnic principles without exception. During the campaign, the leaders of most political parties have consciously manipulated with the tragic fate of refugees and displaced persons.

The murder of the police chief of the Serb Sarajevo, Željko Marković, at Sokolacc, is yet another in a series of confirmations that mafia is far better organized than the institutions of the system. It is obvious that police investigators, prosecutors and the judges are afraid of performing their duties or devoting themselves to the establishment of law and order. Murders and other forms of brutal violence the perpetrators of which never get caught, are a serious threat to the development of democracy.

Corruption at all levels, particularly during the privatization process, threatens to destroy completely already ruined Bosnia and Herzegovina society. This creates a series of problems connected with the social status of the citizens and their right to work.

War profiteers and criminals, assisted by corrupt politicians, and the managers who have deliberately brought their firms to ruin, have become new owners of big state firms. Their goal is not to start production and invest into production; they want, first of all, to become the owners of real estate and business premises. In practice, despite the undertaken obligations, they are laying off hundreds of workers.

The Government of the Republic of Srpska is still obstructing cooperation with the ICTY and is attempting to falsify the event from the war. An example of such an activity is the report of the Government of the Republic of Srpska on the number of Srebrenica victims. Such a report has caused reactions of the majority of democratic forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the world.

It is already possible to see that the change of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina has caused a slight set-back in the implementation of the Peace Agreement. For that reason, it is necessary to look for solution that would be supported by the domestic politicians and the people and institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

2. INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN B&H

The activities of the international community's representatives in Bosnia-Herzegovina in the recent period have mainly focused on the reform of the judiciary and on the October 5 general elections.

The High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Paddy Ashdown, annulled the appointment of judges from Republika Srpska into the Constitutional Court of B&H because of illegal procedure in the appointment of the judges by the Republika Srpska's relevant organs (September 16). In the explanation it was stated that the RS Assembly had not abided by the lawful procedure in appointing the two judges to the Constitutional Court of B&H (the judges appointed were Miodrag Simovic and Radomir Lukic). The RS Assembly was requested to repeat the process of appointment and conduct it in accordance with the law.

The High Representative, P. Ashdown, extended the deadline for the decree, prohibiting the distribution of land owned by the state (August 1). The expiry date was shifted to March 31, 2003. His predecessor, Wolfgang Petritsch, issued the decree in April 2000. It prohibits the distribution of what was, formerly, socially owned land. Certain municipalities in B&H, especially in the RS, have been distributing land free of charge to the refugees and displaced persons, with the aim to create territories with an ethnic majority population.

The High Representative also amended the Law on town planning in the RS. The purpose of the amendments is to encourage the RS authorities to fulfil their obligations from Annex 8 of the Dayton Agreement more quickly and efficiently. Annex 8 regulates the reconstruction of historical monuments. The initiative for this regulation came after the RS authorities frequently refused to issue permits for the reconstruction of Islamic religious facilities that the RS Army had destroyed.

2.1.Council of Europe

After B&H was admitted into the Council of Europe and ratified the European Convention on Human Rights in July this year, the citizens of B&H may seek the protection of their rights through the European Court for Human Rights in Strasbourg. In order for charges to be pressed with the European court, all the instruments of legal protection in B&H, that is, in its entities, must be exhausted first.

State institutions in B&H will be obliged to exert pressure on the local authorities to abide by the rulings of the European court.

Currently, the are around 30,000 cases from CE member countries in the European court. The processing of cases from B&H will begin in four years' time.

3. WORK OF JOINT BODIES OF B&H

The joint bodies of B&H are trying to fulfil the guidelines from the Roadmap that are a precondition for B&H's admittance into the European Union.

One of the conditions is the passing of a law on the foundations of the Public Radio-Television Service of B&H. Both houses of the B&H Parliament (August 4) adopted the law. The requirement regarding the implementation of property laws has also been fulfiled. According to the Roadmap, 50 percent of the refugees and the displaced were to be given their property back by the end of July. Property had already been restored in 52 percent of cases, by this date.

The joint bodies are expected to be more efficient in carrying out the decisions of the Human Rights Chamber of B&H. In this domain, neither of the entities' authorities are paying out material compensation to the citizens, who are entitled to this.

The B&H Council of Ministers must fully meet the obligations that refer to the financing of the State Border Service (DGS).

The chairman of the Council of Ministers, Dragan Mikerevic, is certain that the EU's Consultative Task Force (CTF) will verify the 18 guidelines that B&H has so far fulfiled. If economic reforms are implemented in B&H, the Stabilisation and Association Agreement might be signed with the EU in the middle of next year. This would also mean that B&H could use the EU's funds for economic and technical development.

The joint B&H bodies are also working on fulfiling the conditions for admittance into NATO's Partnership for Peace program. The U.S. administration is supporting such initiatives. In this context, the B&H Presidency has adopted a decision to form a unified Permanent Military Commission for the whole of B&H, and has thus fulfiled one of the key conditions for entering the Partnership for Peace. NATO officials expect that a unified command will be formed for the current two militaries in B&H (Army of the B&H Federation and the RS Army).

The B&H Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees is not giving enough support for repatriation, although they have the appropriate funding. Only 22 percent of the EUR 1.7 million provided from the budget to support repatriation has been spent. An audit of the Ministry's financial activities has revealed that the project related to the refugees was not transparent. The Ministry did not issue a public call to the citizens and organisations to apply for aid, nor did it establish the conditions under which this aid is to be granted.

3.1. New passports

The Ministry for Communication and Civil Affairs stated that old passports, with entity insignia, will cease to be valid on November 28, 2002. As of this date, only new passports, with B&H insignia, will be valid for travelling abroad. New passports should make it easier to obtain visas and should have a positive impact on the freedom of movement.

4. STATE BORDER SERVICE

Since the end of September, the B&H State Border Service has been controlling the entire ground border line of B&H. In this period, the Service took control of the Kostajnica (August 26), Gorica (September 10) and Strmica, near Grahovo (September 30), border crossings. All three of them are on the border with Croatia.

By controlling the entire B&H borderline, the Service will establish a better system of border protection and prevent the illegal crossing of goods and people.

The High Representative, Paddy Ashdown, the head of the UN mission, J.P. Klein, and members of the B&H Presidency attended a ceremony organised to mark the take-over of the last border crossing. On this occasion, the UN mission chief underlined that B&H needs to invest another US$ 800,000 to provide modern equipment for the State Border Service and make it highly professional. He said that cooperation between B&H and the UN had produced the most professional border service in southeastern Europe. The training program of State Border Service members has drawn the interest of the neighbouring countries' border services.

Financing the Service will be taken over in full by B&H institutions. Regular financing will secure the unhindered work of the Service. The efficient operation of the Service will make it possible to loosen the visa regimes for the citizens of B&H.

The State Border Service has 2,600 employees. Around EUR 6 million must be provided for financing the Service until the end of the year.

5. WORK OF RS BODIES

The entity organs of the RS have been focussing in the main on preparations for the October general elections. All the activities of the governing structures have been directed to this aim.

The RS Assembly adopted amendments to the Law on town planning in the RS. The amendments have created a sound foundation for legalising around 100,000 illegal construction facilities in the RS. These are mostly housing and business facilities that have been erected during the last ten years.

At the beginning of September, the public was informed in a report that RS had sold weapons to Iraq, in violation of the embargo imposed by the UN Security Council. Initial information about this came from the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo, which sent a note to the B&H Foreign Ministry in connection with this. According to U.S. intelligence, the "Orao" Aviation Institute from Bijeljina had sent military equipment, weapons components and technical staff to Iraq. The B&H Presidency acknowledged this information and requested the RS government to conduct an investigation.

The RS Defence Ministry formed a commission, which investigated these claims.

After the investigation, the commission stated that this was not correct. "Orao" repairs and produces parts for turbo-jet engines, but has not directly worked for Iraq. However, they concluded that it was possible that a company, which "Orao" had worked for, might have sold aircraft parts to Iraq.

6. ELECTIONS

The B&H authorities organised the October 5 general elections independently. The international community, i.e. the OSCE, has so far organised all post-war elections in B&H.

At the elections, the citizens of B&H elected deputies for the Parliamentary Assembly of B&H, the parliamentary Assembly of the B&H Federation, the People's Assembly of the RS, the president and vice-president of the RS and the deputies for the municipal assembly of Zepce. Three independent candidates and 57 parties applied to take part in the elections.

A total of 7,535 people, who fulfil the conditions for participation, were listed as candidates.

The B&H Electoral Commission verified the participation of 2,347,204 voters. Of this number, 58,369 are voting abroad and 171,545 are voting in absentia, i.e. in their place of residence in 1991.

The B&H Electoral Commission decided that every political party must submit a financial report, twice, that will be controlled by the Commission's auditor. The first reports were submitted during the parties' registration for elections, and the second - 30 days after the announcement of the election results.

6.1. Election campaign

Election campaign lasted for two months. During the campaign, political parties organised various activities for promoting themselves. The electronic media have been forbidden to charge fees for political marketing services, while the printed media are allowed to charge fees for such services.

In the campaign, political parties address their voters directly at campaign rallies and through the media.

During the campaign, non-government organisations in B&H  organise public rostra with the participation of representatives of political parties and citizens.

The coalition of NGOs "Elections - 2002", rallying more than 100 NGOs from all over B&H, have organised public rostra in every municipality. Guests at the rostra were political party parliamentary candidates and citizens. The aim of the rostra is to encourage citizens to vote and to directly communicate with their future deputies.

6.2. Media in the Election Campaign in B&H

The campaign for B&H general elections has been described as the "dirtiest campaign" so far. Unfortunately, the media in B&H have contributed the most to the campaign being "the dirtiest".

Even before the campaign began, the majority of B&H media each decided to support one of the leading political options. This was due to the editorial concepts, membership of or support for a certain political party, the owners' intention to benefit financially, and even pressure against certain media. Besides openly supporting a certain political party, some media have gone to great lengths in an effort to discredit and insult the political opponents of their favourites, as much as possible.

In the struggle for power which the elected politicians and parties will hold for the next four years, everything is permitted, even things that are beneath human dignity and the honour of the public office that the future power-holders will hold. With the intention of helping "their" parties, or in the race for "exclusive" stories, the media have often published unverified data, assumptions and insinuations.

The struggle for power is reflected both among the parties and on the personal level. Consequently, many criminal offences have been unveiled, thefts through privatisation, corruption, (un)favourable credits, secret deals and police records about people from the rival parties, and one has learned which of the political opponents are "mad" "half-witted", who "talks nonsense" and who has "stolen people's pensions and wages", etc.

This behaviour by the media, often with contradictory stands and facts, has contributed to general chaos in the pre-election campaign and poses a new dilemma for the voters, especially the politically undecided - whether to go to the polling station at all.

Such behaviour by the printed media is best illustrated by a caricature, drawn by Boza Stefanovic, in the Sarajevo daily Oslobodjenje (September 14). The drawing depicts a dog ordered by its owner to bite the leg of a by-passer. The dog is depicted as a collage of newspaper pages. The allusion is clear. The media and journalists, under the strict control of their owners, fiercely attack the person the boss is pointing at.

The coalition of non-government organisations has drawn attention the media's one-sided behaviour. It has appealed to the political parties to abide by the regulations of the electoral law of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the press have been asked to avoid a "biased attitude regarding certain political parties". Some opposition parties have pointed out that the media are being "used" during the pre-electoral campaign. The Republican Party has called on the state and international institutions to make sure that the media treat all the participants in the elections equally. This Party has said that a certain number of journalists have openly placed themselves in the service of promoting certain parties, which is contrary to professional standards and the journalists' code of ethics.

Ilija Simic, who is heading the list of the Croatian Peasants' Party for the Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina says that he knows quite a few journalists who have received money in the campaign in order to promote certain parties. He did not wish to reveal their names because he is afraid that he will cause a media blockade and a campaign against himself and his party. He has admitted that money plays an important role in the campaign and he considers the role of the media to be extremely important and therefore, that their editors should refrain from open support or "propaganda" of any kind. The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the RS has called on the media to maintain a professional approach. The media were advised not to convey statements in which party leaders very often use provocation and the language of hatred.

The media has mainly ignored these remarks and recommendations. During the campaign they have continued the practice they started of unreserved support for "their parties" and publishing allegations against their political opponents.

The Sarajevo Dnevni Avaz daily has gone the farthest in this dirty game. The daily newspaper did not give its support to the Party for Bosnia and Herzegovina and its leaders through positive examples of their political and economic programme. It supported the Party for B&H by means of a ruthless campaign against the leader of the Social Democratic Party of B&H, Zlatko Lagumdzija. In describing this campaign, one journalist said that "the Avaz was taking Lagumdzija apart and they had all but peeped into his bedroom". The Walter and Dani newspapers are aiding it in this dishonourable campaign.

The Avaz has endeavoured to drag some more media into this campaign by devising a statement, according to which Lagumdzija allegedly threatened that after the elections on October 5, "some newspapers would stop coming out". With this move, the Avaz daily at least initially succeeded in striking a political blow to Lagumdzija because other media quoted it. Of course, not a single media would approve of such a statement because it would signify an attack on the freedom of information.

Although it is one of the most correct printed media, the Sarajevo Oslobodjenje has taken up the defence of Lagumdzija. The editorial staff said that this was not connected to Lagumdzija's person but that their motive has been to protect and support the idea of social democracy. According to this daily's stand, social democracy is the sole and proper path that will take B&H into a society of democracy and economic stability.

The Slobodna Bosna daily also joined this controversy. The editor of this weekly took the side of Lagumdzija by discrediting his political opponents from the Party of B&H (according to the same method used by the Avaz).

In winning over the media, some political parties have used pressure and threats against the editorial staff and certain journalists. If those media and journalists do not support some parties then they cannot publish negative aspects in the work of those parties or the things that the respective parties find unsuitable for publication.

According to surveys carried out by Internjuz B&H, in the first month of the pre-electoral campaign (August 5 - September 5), several cases were recorded of journalists being threatened. The Bosnian Patriotic Party is responsible for a physical attack on a journalist. Other parties have used a new method of pressure. It is called non-violent pressure. And it is applied in such a manner that certain parties or their members or sympathisers contact the media and request them (not) to report on certain events.

In the whole of B&H, 85 instances of such pressure on the media were registered. The Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) is responsible for the majority of cases of blackmail (20) motivated by political pressure. The Party of Democratic Action (SDA) and the Party of Democratic Development (PDR), each in 13 cases, and the Social Democratic Party of B&H (SDP) in nine cases, attempted to influence media reporting by means of this kind of pressure. The members and sympathisers of the Party of B&H, in eight cases of non-violent pressure, tried to influence journalists, and the Party of Democratic Progress (PDP) tried to do this on three occasions. Two cases were recorded of restricting movement or banning access to the scene of an event, in order to prevent reporters from doing their job. The SDS was responsible for this on both occasions.

In the course of the survey it was ascertained that certain parties had lobbied with the management of radio and TV stations beforehand.

The Mostar Dnevni List daily was the target of threats (September 15). An unknown person broke into the editorial office of the newspaper and threatened the journalists. The owner of the daily, Mirjana Skoko announced that "retrograde political options were behind these threats", alluding to the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) B&H. 

The Federal Television (FTV) and the Public TV Service of B&H (PBS) found themselves in the focus of a scandal surrounding the election of Miss B&H. At the ceremony, in breach of the earlier protocol, Jadranko Prlic, leader of the Pro-European People's Party (PROENS) appeared in the role of the "senior sponsor". The political public in Bosnia and Herzegovina described this as disloyal and unfair pre-election marketing by PROENS and Prlic.

The behaviour of certain media may be understandable because they are under the (financial and ideological) influence of certain political parties. The view of the Oslobodjenje editor that it is not even disputable that certain media have their favourites. What is disputable is the method that is used to discredit certain politicians and it is disputable when an entire media is placed in the service of this disqualification. Such acts also undermine the opposing side and this is a direct blow to public opinion, to readers, to voters.

The international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina is observing all the events in the pre-electoral campaign and the behaviour of the media in it with a fair amount of indifference.  The international community's high officials regard the fierce words, allegations, and incitement to national and religious hatred by some politicians, media and journalists as normal and tolerant pre-electoral rhetoric.

6.3.The Results of the Elections

The electoral process in the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina has taken in a well-organised fashion and without major incidents. The elections were overseen by monitors from domestic non-governmental organisations (approx. 7,000 monitors) and representatives of international organisations (about 260), as well as by the political parties.

The monitors noted that a large number of voters were not listed in the vote rolls (over 20,000 citizens).

A relatively small turnout at the polling stations was noted throughout the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This was to be anticipated even during the pre-election campaign, when citizens showed little interest in the electoral process. 

Of the total number of voters at the elections in the whole of B&H, only 54% of the citizens with the right to vote turned out to cast their ballots. The election results confirmed the forecasts that three national parties would win the majority of votes.

6.4. Results of the Elections

The elected members of the Presidency of B&H were: Mirko Sarovic (SDS), the Croatian member was Dragan Covic (HDZ) and the Bosniac member was Sulejman Tihic (SDA).

In the Chamber of Representatives of the Assembly of B&H, six parties from the RS and four from the Federation of B&H won representation. From the RS were: the Serbian Democratic Party (SDS), the Alliance of Social Democrats (SNSD), the Party of Democratic Progress (PDP), the Socialist Party (SPRS), the Democratic People's Union (DNS) and the Serbian Radical Party (SRS).

The parties from the FB&H that won seats in the Chamber of Representatives of B&H were: the Party of Democratic Action (SDA), the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ-HDK), the Social Democratic Party (SDP) and the Party for B&H (SB&H).

Dragan Cavic (SDS) was elected President of  the Republika Srpska.

Seats in the People's Assembly of the RS went to deputies from the following parties: SDS (33.8%) SNSD (24.3%), PDP (11.9%), SRS (4.8%), DNS (4.5%), SPRS (4.7%). Some more parties will enter the Assembly on the basis of compensatory mandates. Not a single Bosniac or Croatian party crossed the 3% electoral threshold that would enable them to win seats. Nevertheless, in keeping with the amendments to the constitution, regarding the constitutive right of the nations, Bosniacs and Croats will be given four seats each.

in the People's Assembly of the RS. In the Chamber of 

Representatives of the Federation of B&H: SDA (32.3%), HDZ-HDK (16.7%), SDP (16.1%) and SB&H (15.3%).

7. REFORM OF THE ARMY

Changes in the entities' armies are inevitable, for B&H to join the partnership for Peace within the NATO Alliance. The chief condition for this is the formation of a unified Defence Ministry of B&H that would be in charge of both the Army of the FB&H and the Army of  the RS.

SFOR commander, General J. Silvester, conveyed a message to this effect to the members of the Presidency of B&H. Admission to the Partnership for Peace requires a joint security policy, democratic parliamentary supervision, command and control of the armed forces at state level, full transparency of plans and the budget, the development of a joint doctrine, and joint standards for the training and equipment of the country's armed forces.

7.1. Soldiers from B&H in the service of the UN Mission

A unified military unit, comprising soldiers from both entities' armies will continue its engagement in the UN Peace Mission. Members of the RS Army have completed preparations and members of the FB&H Army are also expected to do the same. The Defence Ministry of the RS requested the head of the UN Mission in B&H, J. P. Klein, to send this unit on a UN Peace Mission.

The military unit from B&H has so far been engaged in the UN Peace Mission in East Timor.

7.2.The Reduction of the RS Army

The RS Ministry of Defence has prepared the conditions for reducing the number of troops in the Army of the Republika Srpska (VRS). The laying off of the first contingent of 850 professional soldiers began in September. This refers to volunteers who are leaving active service in the VRS. Every soldier who leaves service will be paid EUR5,000 each, as severance pay. The funds for severance pay have been set aside from the overall amount from the succession of the property of the former Yugoslavia.

The number of professional soldiers in the VRS will be reduced by 1,700 men.

7.3. Civilian Service in the Army

Members of the Peace Caravan from Italy visited several towns in B&H where they met with local peace activists who are conducting a campaign for civilian service in the army. These meetings were an opportunity to exchange experience and for preparing the appropriate documents that will enable civilian service in the army in B&H, in keeping with European standards.

The Peace Caravan from Italy will visit towns in Croatia, Yugoslavia, Macedonia and Albania, with the same objective.

8. REFORM OF THE POLICE

The reform of the police in both entities is currently under way under the supervision of the UN Mission, that is the IPTF. In that aim a special joint police unit has been formed and the construction has begun of a police academy in Banjaluka.

8.1. Joint Police

The High Representative of B&H (OHR) has proposed the formation of a unified police team, consisting of 50 policemen (25 from the FB&H and the RS each), to carry out joint operations in the struggle against organised crime. The training of this special operations élite police unit will be carried out at the SFOR base in Butmir, near Sarajevo.

This unit will provide direct assistance to the Special Council for the struggle against crime, attached to the State Court of B&H.

8.2. Police Academy

Construction work has begun on erecting the RS Police Academy building in Banjaluka. The Academy will have all the necessary facilities for accommodation and classrooms, and sport facilities, and state-of-the-art teaching aids for 400 students. The total surface area of the entire building is 15,000 square metres.

The first students in the new academy building will begin their training in the autumn of 2004. The European Union will invest EUR5 million in construction and equipment. The EU plans to invest a total of EUR74 million in the police mission in B&H, of which a fifth will be spent on improving the overall system of law enforcement.

8.3. Dismissal of policemen

In the past three months, IPTF Commissioner, Sven Fredriksen, has dismissed several policemen from both entities because of their war past or for violations of the professional code.

An investigation has proved that during the war in B&H, these policemen mistreated, beat up, tortured and killed citizens of another nationality in prisons and war camps. Some of the dismissed policemen have mistreated citizens and overstepped their authority in the past few months.

Work permits were confiscated from Milivoje Vlaski and Sinisa Golijanin from Serbian Sarajevo, for serious violations of the rules of service. Vlaski has been accused of physically abusing Stevan Golijanin (aged 18) He beat up the young man to coerce him into confessing to the theft of an automobile radio. He ordered the young man to come to the police station in Trnovo (Serbian Sarajevo) the next day so that he could continue questioning him. Stevan Golijanin was too afraid to go to the police station and committed suicide.

Several policemen employed in the Tunjice correctional facility stopped Nenad Marjanovic (aged 25) in his car in the village of Vrbanja, dragged him out of the car and beat him up in front off a large number of passers-by. Nenad suffered seven fractured ribs and a fractured collarbone.

The policemen were suspended and criminal proceedings will begin against them.

8.4. Policemen with false diplomas

During a check of the graduation diplomas of 11,000 policemen, to verify the qualifications of members of the police force, the UN mission in B&H discovered that 355 policemen in B&H had submitted false diplomas. The check and verification of the diplomas was part of a process to verify the qualifications of 18,000 policemen in B&H, who have temporary permits to work in the police, being conducted by the UN Mission.

The IPTF Commissioner, Sven Frederiksen, informed both entities' interior ministers about this and sent them lists with the names of the policemen with forged diplomas.

Of the 355 policemen with forged diplomas, 192 were from the FB&H, 129 from the RS, five were members of the court judicial police of the FB&H, and 28 were members of the DGS /State Border Service/ of B&H. The Commissioner requested the ministers to dismiss those policemen from the service.

Another 1,400 policemen are obliged to submit documents on their educational qualifications.

8.5. Policemen in other people's property

All policemen in the RS, who are residing on other people's property, were obliged to vacate that property by the end of September. If they do not do so, they will lose their work permits. The initial deadline for vacating other people's property was the end of July but the department heads in the Ministry of the Interior (MUP) RS and the IPTF agreed to prolong the deadline till the end of September.

Three policemen from Prijedor are suspected of taking part in an incident that broke out in the neighbouring village of Kozarac on September 9, after the finals in the World Basketball Championships. The policemen were not on duty. The UN mission has requested the MUP RS to initiate disciplinary action against the said policemen.

Policemen in the Brcko District used force against several citizens in the "Arizona" market mall. The policemen used truncheons to disperse the assembled citizens, who opposed the closure of a private parking lot by market inspectors. According to the statement of the Brcko District's Deputy Mayor, Ivan Krndelj, the special operations police used rubber truncheons to strike these citizens, who had not shown any resistance.

9. THE RIGHT TO RETURN

The repatriation of refugees and displaced persons in B&H is proceeding at the usual pace. According to data from the UNHCR Mission, the return was registered of roughly 60,000 refugees and displaced persons from both entities, in the first seven months of this year. According to the same source, about 250,000 citizens have returned to their pre-war homes, in the past three years.

The efficient implementation of the laws dealing with property and an improvement in the security situation have contributed towards stepping up the rate of people returning to their homes.

The head of the UNHCR Mission, Werner Blatter, quoted the municipalities of Prijedor, Zepa, Drvar and Solac as positive examples. The most blatant instances of obstruction, preventing people from returning to their homes, are occurring in the municipalities of Mostar Jug, Srbinje/Foca, Bratunac, Vogosca, Ilidza and Donji Vakuf.

9.1. Implementation of Property Laws

A total of 255,877 claims for the restitution of property were submitted in B&H, by the end of August this year.  A total of 199,781 decisions were passed for the restoration of property to their lawful owners, and 144,918 owners or 57% repossessed their homes.

In the Republika Srpska, 107,476 claims were submitted for the restitution of property, 73,779 decisions were issued in this regard, and 54,863 owners or 51% were able to repossess their property.

9.2 CRPC

The Commission for the Restitution of Property Claims of refugees and displaced persons announced that it would stop receiving new claims for the restitution of property on October1. After that date, people who have not submitted their claims for the return of their private property will be able to do so in the relevant municipal organs.

At its September session, the CRPC passed 6,337 decisions on the restitution of property. In the course of its mandate, the CRPC has issued a total of 236,022 decisions, certifying the property rights of the refugee and displaced population in B&H.

10. THE PREVENTION OF REPATRIATION

The process of repatriation of the refugee and displaced population in the RS is coming up against many problems and deliberate administrative obstacles. The local and entity authorities publicly declare that they support the process of repatriation but, in actual fact, they are creating difficulties and preventing the process. Nationalist policy is behind these acts by the authorities, the objective of which is to have as few members of non-Serbian nationality on the territory of the RS as possible. 

Obstruction in the repatriation process is most often explained by the lack of housing for the accommodation of Serbian refugees who are occupying Bosniac, Croatian and Roma property. Cardinal Vinko Puljic also criticised obstruction, preventing the return of the non-Serbian population. According to him, the obstacles that are hindering the process of return most often consist of intentional obstruction and bureaucratisation, but also overt corruption in the administration. People, who during the war paid vast sums of money in order to avoid persecution or being killed, are now again having to bribe officials in order to resolve their property claims.

Even officials of the international organisations are privy to these acts by the administration in the RS. However, they tolerate such behaviour and do not take any kind of sanctions, which they are authorised to take in keeping with their mandate, to stop this behaviour.

In order to carry out repatriation in both entities as swiftly and efficiently as possible, it is necessary to reduce the bureaucratic hurdles and issue and execute decisions on property claims as quickly as possible. 

The relevant entity's administrative services and international institutions must treat all citizens in B&H, identically.

Preventing the return of the non-Serbian population is also being done by helping the displaced Serbian population to stay on the territory of this entity. The official municipal authorities do this by giving displaced Serbs land for building free of charge, where settlements are mushrooming. The land is often given in violation of the ban that was issued by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The erection of housing and commercial facilities is going on without the usual procedure that must be completed, that is, without obtaining town- planning and building permits. All of this tolerated in the name of national interests. In several cases it was recorded that the land, which the local authorities are distributing, is subject to restitution. A large number of these unlawful distributions of land and the illegal construction of housing facilities have been noted in Prijedor, Doboj, Zvornik and Bijeljina.

In the immediate vicinity of the town of Janja (municipality of Bijeljina), on one location alone, over 800 lots for building were distributed to displaced Serbian families. A new settlement has already been built here without any urban planning solutions for electricity, water supply or telephones, and without building permits. Before the war, this land was socially owned, and fifty years ago, at the time of the Agrarian Reform, it was confiscated from the Janja Bosniac families.

More and more Janja Bosniac families are returning. Over 70 percent of the pre-war population have returned so far. Janja is one of the rare villages, where Bosniacs do not sell their property nor do they exchange it for property in the Federation of B&H. People would return in greater numbers if the Serbian refugees vacated Bosniac houses. More than half of the returnees in Janja have not yet repossessed their homes. They are in temporary accommodation in farm economy facilities, sheds, garages, weekend houses or they are staying with relatives or friends.

About 1,500 housing facilities have been built in a similar manner on the territory of the municipality of Zvornik.

10.1. Squatters

People returning to Janja and Bijeljina claim that there are several hundred so-called squatters in Bosniac property in these places. We refer to displaced Serbian families whose property in the FB&H has been returned to them.. They have sold this property, exchanged it or rented it out, but they still refuse to vacate the Bosniac property. In many cases the local authorities in the municipal departments of the relevant ministry are privy to this fact, but they do not wish to evict the illegal users. Some returnees received decisions on the restitution of their property two years ago but they are still unable to repossess their homes.

Many of these cases involve the return of Romas and their property. Only about 100 Roma families have managed to get their property back, but more than 600 families are still unable to do so. It is evident that the return of Romas is being obstructed throughout the whole of the RS. The local authorities do not wish Romas to settle down permanently in their neighbourhoods.

10.2. The Destruction of Property

When they vacate Bosniac property, in most cases, displaced Serbian families destroy the property or take away the household appliances, furniture, doors and windows with them. This has become a practice about which the relevant authorities have warned the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the RS. The authorities have been requested to prevent this destruction or theft of property and punish those who do so, according to the law.

By tolerating this sort of behaviour, the relevant authorities are making it difficult for the non-Serbian population to return. Returnees do not have enough money to renovate their homes and therefore, decide to sell them or exchange them, and settle in the territory of the FB&H.

11. ATTACKS

On returning to the territory of the RS, the non-Serbian population is exposed to physical assault and threats, and the destruction of their property. According to the data of the UN mission in B&H, 137 incidents against returnees were registered in the first eight months of this year. Compared to last year, the number of incidents is diminishing.

Several incidents were recorded in this period.

Brcko

Three young Serbs attacked three Bosniacs in the Bel-er cafe in Brcko on July 31, and inflicted minor physical injuries on them. One of the assailants took out a gun and with it threatened the young men and the other guests. Misdemeanour reports have been filed against the assailants.

Banjaluka

A bomb was thrown on the house of the returnee Vahida Vizlin in the Banjaluka suburb of Obilicevo, on August 2. The explosion caused minor damage on the house. The police launched an investigation and took in one suspect for questioning.

An unknown person threw a bomb at the entrance to the house belonging to Damjan Sobic in Banjaluka, on August 27. The explosion caused extensive damage on the house, neighbouring facilities and on a parked motorcar. The police examined the scene of the event and started an investigation.

Sokolac 

The police headquarters in Serbian Sarajevo have filed a criminal report against Nedeljko Visnjic for causing a public danger and a misdemeanour report for the illegal possession of explosive substances. Visnjic activated an explosive device in the village of Margetic on July 31, causing a public danger. The police conducted a search of his house and discovered a hand grenade and about 600 pieces of ammunition of various calibres.

Unidentified persons stole a Golf A3 automobile belonging to the Ministry of Trade of the RS. The theft occurred in the afternoon hours in the center of Sokolac (September 1). The police started a search for the thieves.

Zvornik

In the night between August 16-17, an unknown person broke the glass on the premises of the Municipal Board of the Social Democratic Party (SDP) B&H in Zvornik. The SDP condemned the incident and described it as an attack on the inter-ethnic tolerance of the citizens of Zvornik.

An identical attack occurred on the SDP premises in the night between August 26-27. The police did not find the perpetrators.

Gradiska

The Lipovaca local community council, which is mainly populated by Bosniac returnees, asked the local authorities to help them to protect their property. In their appeal, they said that the attacks and stoning of Bosniac houses and cafes occurred frequently during the night. They mentioned that the houses belonging to Miho Kasumovic and Raban Harbas and the restaurant owned by Kemal Begovic had been stoned between August 22-25.

Foca/Srbinje

A motorcar, belonging to Milos Lazovic, the manager of the Telecom in Foca/Srbinje, was destroyed in an explosion in the town quarter known as Donje Polje on August 29. It is assumed that the unknown assailant first broke the window of the car and then threw a grenade inside. The car was completely destroyed. The police have launched an investigation.

Bijeljina

A café in the very center of Bijeljina belonging to the returnee Jusuf Trbica was demolished (August 29). Four young men of Serbian nationality broke into the café and attacked the waiter after which they smashed the furniture. They fled in a car. The police launched a search for the assailants  and arrested one of them bringing him before the misdemeanors judge.

In the night between August 30 and 31, unidentified persons stoned the same café and smashed the window panes on the entrance door.

The same café was the target of an attack by unrestrained basketball fans who were celebrating the victory of the Yugoslav team at the World Basketball Championship (August 8/9). The café was stoned, and following that incident the owner closed down the café for good.

Trebinje

An unidentified person (or several of them) hurled a bomb at the members of the State Border Service (SBS) of B&H in the vicinity of the Koravnica border crossing (Bileca municipality). Nobody was injured in the incident. The incident took place on August 30, when SBS members found two unidentified persons smuggling cigarettes across the border, to Yugoslavia. The smugglers hurled two bombs at them and ran away into the territory of Yugoslavia.

11.1. Riots Following a Basketball Match

`In the night between September 8 and 9, riots erupted and public order and peace were disrupted in several towns in the RS, where property was demolished and fire arms were used. The riots started after a basketball match in which the Yugoslav national team defeated Argentina, winning the title of World Champion. Masses of unrestrained and tipsy fans celebrated the victory and while doing so they smashed shop windows and automobiles.

The most serious incident occurred in Kozarac (Prijedor municipality), where a police automobile was fired at using automatic weapons. Predrag Malinic, a policemen suffered serious injuries on that occasion. The following day, the police arrested two persons of Bosniak nationality suspected of having fired at the police.

The riots broke out when a line of about 150 automobiles with basketball fans from Prijedor was passing through Kozarac (a settlement where Bosniaks have been returning ) smashing shop windows on their way as well as parked automobiles. As they did so, they  kept crying out the slogans “This is Serbia”, “Go away, Turks”, and they set fire to the flag of the Muslim Religious Community.

Riots broke out in Brcko, Zvornik, Banja Luka, Bijeljina and other towns. Ten shop windows were smashed in Bijeljina, of which nine belonged to Bosniak returnees.

Stones were hurled at the premises of the Municipal Board of the BH SDP in Prijedor.

A restaurant belonging to Midhat Hadziribic in Zvornik was stoned and the windows on the automobile belonging to Nedim Hadzinurbegovic were smashed.

Prijedor

In the night between September 9 and 10, an unidentified explosive device was hurled at the Restaurant “Option” (owned by Dragojla Spiric) in Prijedor. The blast heavily damaged that object and several others in the neghbourhood. Nobody was injured. The police has examined the scene of the event and has launched an inquiry into the case.

Trebinje

The door window on the automobile belonging to the Trebinje Imam Husein Hodzic was smashed (September 8). The police have discovered that it was done by a minor of Serbian nationality. A misdemeanor report has been filed against his parents. The Muslim community in Trebinje has estimated this act as deterring Bosniak returnees from going back to that town.

Prnjavor

A strong explosion completely destroyed a “Golf” automobile which was the property of Vitomir Lukic (September 7). The unidentified perpetrator planted a powerful explosive device underneath the automobile which was parked, and the blast also caused damage to Lukic’s house. Police started an investigation into the case.

A group of young men of Serbian nationality broke into the construction site of a mosque in Prnjavor demolishing and scattering the building material all over the place and crying out nationalistic slogans (September 20). The incident took place after the pre-election gathering of the Serbian Democratic Party (SDS). The police arrested two attackers and brought them before the misdemeanors judge after which misdemeanor proceedings were instituted against them.

Sokolac – murder of the police commander 


The commander of the police in Srpsko Sarajevo, Zeljko Markovic was murdered on 24th September in front of his house in Sokolac. The murder happened at 2.30 in the morning, when Markovic left his car and tried to go into his house. Nobody saw what happened or who might be the murderer. The reasons for this crime are not known. On the place of crime, the police found nine bullets shot from a machine gun. 


This murder of the police commander confirms the doubts that there are strong criminal organizations acting in Republika Srpska, which are ready to do everything for the fulfillment  of their goals. Markovic is the third police commander of Srpsko Sarajevo who has been murdered in the last ten years. In a similar way, Zoran Cvijetic, police commander of Pale was murdered in 1992 and another police commander of Pale, Srdjan Knezevic was killed in 1998. Only six months before, Risto Jugovic, director of the insurance agency «Jahorina» was killed in front of his house in Pale. Their murderers have not been found, yet. 

Zeljko Markovic was born in 1966 in Sokolac. He finished his education on the faculty of political science and was a full time employee of the Ministry of Interior of Republika Srpska since 1994. He worked in Bijeljina and as an officer of the State Border Police. He became the police commander of Srpsko Sarajevo in March 2001. 

The murder of Zeljko Markovic caused strong reactions of institution and high officers within Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina has strongly accused this terrorist action and recalled the police to find the actors of this crime in a very short period of time.

The Government of Republika Srpska demands from the Ministry of Interior of Republika Srpska to do everything possible to disable organized crime, which is for sure involved in this and other murders. 

The President of Reopublika Srpska is afraid of this brutal murder and demands from the police to find the murders as soon as possible. The President of the National Assembly of Republika Srpska thinks that the murderer of Zeljko Markovic is coming from the scene of organized crime. «This happening won't dicourage us to fight against the organized crime, which is acting from the underground and which is for sure responsible fro the murder of Zeljko Markovic,» said Kalinic.

12. THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION

The status of the right of religion has been gradually improving throughout the whole of B&H, however, religious discrimination against minority peoples persists. That is particularly noticeable in the RS.

RS entity and local authorities do not allow the reconstruction of Muslim religious objects that were destroyed during the war, by imposing different administrative obstacles. The procedures for issuing town planning and building permits are complicated, and local authorities make them even more difficult. That is done deliberately with the purpose of preventing the process of the return of Bosniak population to the RS.

Representatives of the Mejlis of the Muslim community in Bijeljina have been waiting for more than two years to get building permits for the reconstruction of five town mosques. The OHR, the Human Rights Centre in B&H and the Ministry of Civil Engineering in the RS have given their support and approval for the project. However, the municipal authorities are not willing to issue their permit.

Returnees in Janja, near Bijeljina have also been waiting for building permits for more than two years. They started building a mosque in the same place where it was situated until 1993, despite the fact that they have not obtained a permit. Following that, the municipal authorities issued them a “provisional permit”, however, they have not yet issued them a permanent permit.

Bosniaks in Banja Luka have similar problems with obtaining permits for reconstructing their mosque.

These are some of the blatant examples of how local authorities use discrimination in order to prevent the exercising of the right of the freedom of religion 

Paddy Ashdown, the High Commissioner in B&H has adopted a decision on amending the Law on Spatial Planning in the RS. That decision regulates the preservation and reconstruction of national monuments in accordance with Annex 8 of the Dayton Peace Accord.  According to the interpretation of that decision on reconstructing religious objects on the same locations where they were situated before their destruction, municipal authorities are obliged to issue permits without imposing any conditions.

The Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman in B&H has organised a lecture about the experience of the Council of Europe and its Court of Human Rights with the prevention of the freedom of religion. It was stated on that occasion that after joining of the Council of Europe and ratification of the European Convention on Human Rights, the citizens and institutions in B&H are entitled to bring charges to the Court of the Council of Europe. The rulings of the Court of Human Rights are binding upon all its members, and thus, the authorities in the RS and the FB&H should respect the right of the freedom of religion of all of its citizens.

12.1. Reconstruction of Religious Objects

Reconstruction of religious objects has been undertaken mainly in the villages where Bosniak refugees have been returning.

The reconstruction of the mosque in the village of Glinje (Ugljevik municipality, the northeastern part of the RS) has been completed. The reconstruction has been financed by the citizens themselves with the assistance of the High Committee of Saudi Arabia in B&H.

The reconstruction of the mosque in the settlement of Grapska (Doboj municipality) has been completed. 282 Bosniak families have returned to that village so far.

The reconstruction of the mosque in the local community of Krizevci (Zvornik municipality) has been completed. The main financier of the mosque was the returnee Saban Hasanovic, and all the citizens  provided their contributions. There were 800 families in that place before the war. 310 families have returned to Krizevice to date.

The reconstruction of the mosque in the village of Tarevci (Modrica municipality) has been completed. Its construction was financed by the citizens with the assistance of the High Committee of Saudi Arabia in B&H. More than 1,200 people have returned to Tarevci (before the war that place had a population of 2,650).

Works have begun on reconstructing the first mosque in the settlement of Beksuja in Zvornik. The Muslim community in Zvornik and Tuzla have provided full financing for its construction.

Returnees in the village of Kamenica (Teslic municipality) have started works on reconstructing their mosque. There will be a school within the premises of that religious object, as well as a library and a soup kitchen.

Works have been undertaken on reconstructing the Catholic Church of St. Joseph in Teslic. It was levelled to the ground  in August 1992. EUR 135,000 have been provided for the construction of the first stage of the church and the belfry. The financing of the project is provided through believers’ charity funds.

The Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman in B&H has stated that all the property  that was illegally taken away from the Catholic Church in Banja Luka during the war has been returned to it. The authorities in Banja Luka have enforced the decision taken by the Ombudsman’s Office two years ago on restituting the property of the Catholic Church in Banja Luka as well as in Kozarska Dubica, Doboj, Gradiska, Kotor Varos and Laktasi.

13. SOCIAL RIGHTS

The social situation in RS and the FB&H has reached a critical point. According to the survey  made by the American Agency CIA, B&H is the poorest country in Europe, its annual gross per capita product amounting to US $ 1,616. A year ago, B&H was ranked one before the last  in Europe, with US$ 1,610 per capita. The only country following B&H on the list was Albania with an income lesser by ten dollars. In one year, however, the income in Albania has increased up to US$ 1,400, and in B&H  only by six dollars.

According to the surveys of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), one fifth of the population in B&H live below the poverty line. Of the 166 countries in the world where the survey has been conducted, B&H is 129th. According to the global calculation, the lower poverty line is the per capita income level of US $ 1,843. 

Late in September, UNDP presented its Report on Human Development in B&H to the representatives of governmental, non-governmental and academic institutions in B&H, as well as to the representatives of the international community in B&H. The report is the result of several years of surveys, presenting a complete overview of the socio-economic situation in B&H in the post-war period. This year’s report presents the index of human development (HDI) in B&H. The indicators show that the situation in B&H is very alarming, because all the countries of southeastern Europe have a markedly higher HDI index. On the global HDI scale, B&H is ranked 99th, Albania 92nd, Macedonia 66th, and Slovenia 25th.

The overall foreign debt of B&H in relation to its international creditors amounts to 2 billion and 25 million US$, according to the statement by  the Ministry of Treasury of B&H.  60% of the debt structure relates to the debts of the B&H Federation and 40% to those of Republika Srpska.

Debts owed to the World Bank (WB) amount to 55% of the total debt, to the Paris Club 26%, to the London Club 6%, the IMF 5%, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 3%, and to other creditors 5%.

Judging on the basis of the current debt trends, an increase in the overall debt  is expected in 2003 up to 2 billion and 260 million US$. A reduction in the B&H debt is expected only in 2004.

13.1. Unemployment

The rate of unemployment in both entities has been on the rise. Currently, there are 400,000 unemployed workers, of whom 155,000 are in RS and the rest are in the B&H Federation. The number of the unemployed has been increasing and it is expected to exceed 500,000. It is estimated that above 610,000 workers are employed in B&H and that the average salary is US$ 210.

The increase in the number of the unemployed has been prompted also by the poorly executed privatisation of state-owned companies. After acquiring the companies, the new owners do not comply with the obligation to keep all the  employees on their jobs. In the majority of cases, employees are being laid off. For instance, in the process of privatization of  the Semberska Banka in Bijeljina, the owner undertook to keep all the 140 employees on their jobs. Only several months after that, the new owner dismissed 48 employees for “economic reasons”. 

Such a poor social situation in the RS  has had a very negative impact on the refugees and displaced persons, pensioners and the unemployed. The Government of the RS owes as many as 15 pensions  to the pensioners, and the average pension in RS is EUR 60.

Employees and pensioners as well as employees who are registered on the labour exchange market do not have mandatory health insurance. They have to pay for their examinations, hospitalisation and medicines.

14. MISSING PERSONS

Seven years have passed since the end of the war in B&H, and a large number of citizens of all nationalities have still been registered as missing. Now it is certain that those persons were the victims of war, and search for their graves goes on. Commissions tracing missing persons from both entities have been working on a daily basis trying to find new unidentified mass graves where the murdered citizens have been buried.

According to the data of the State Commission for Tracing Missing Persons, 27,219 persons have been registered as missing. Some 15,000 victims have been exhumed so far. The state commission has exhumed about 11,000 bodies and the investigating teams of ICTY, around 4,000.

Exhumation has been performed from 250 mass graves where there were between 5 and 374 bodies - the number of bodies found in the largest mass grave of all in Jakarina Kosa near Ljubija (Prijedor municipality, northwestern part of RS). Several hundred small graves have been identified with between two and five bodies, and several thousand individual graves. About 95% of the victims were civilians, and 13% of them were women and 3% children. The greatest number of victims were of Bosniak nationality – around 90%,  8% were Croats, and 2% were members of other nationalities.

The majority of the victims have been exhumed in the area of Srebrenica – around 2,500 of them, and in Prijedor – 1,700.

14.1. Identification of Victims 

The most successful method of identifying the victims is by DNK analysis. The third DNK laboratory in B&H was opened in Banja Luka late last August (there are laboratories in Tuzla and Sarajevo). Financial resources for equipping and opening the Banja Luke DNK Laboratory have been provided by the governments of the U.S.A. and Great Britain. Currently, the prosecution offices in Visoko, Tuzla, Sarajevo, Sanski Most and Nevesinje have more than 6,000 bags with posthumous remains of unidentified victims. Identification could be carried out within a year, if their relatives are reached.

The Presidency of B&H  held a meeting late in August with the representatives of entity commissions for tracing  missing persons and with the representatives of international organizations taking part in that process.

It was stated on that occasion that it is necessary to adopt legislation on tracing and identification of missing persons, regulations on mandatory interethnic cooperation, and exchange of information on missing and captured persons on the territory of the whole of B&H. An agreement has been reached to establish a joint data base on missing and captured persons, as well as to provide appropriate working conditions for the exhumation work and the financial resources for prompt identification.

14.2. Abuse of Victims

On the basis of the experience in searching for mass graves and identification of victims so far, it has been noted that the authorities in the RS have demonstrated an inappropriate attitude towards the issue by frequently avoiding cooperation for purely political reasons.

At the beginning of September, the Government of the RS has presented a report of its Bureau for Relations with ICTY about the number of victims in Srebrenica following the conquest of Srebrenica by the Army of RS in the summer of 1995.

The report states that “somewhat more than two thousand inhabitants of Srebrenica” were killed on that occasion, and not 8,000 as it was established by the International Red Cross. It  also states that more than 1,800 Bosniaks were killed in armed conflicts, and that the RS Army killed about 100 civilians “because of not being familiar with international military law”.

The report was presented at the height of the pre-election campaign in the RS and its purpose was to homogenise the Serbian electorate. That report triggered a sharp reaction in the B&H Federation and by the international organisations in B&H. The media from the FB&H have most sharply condemned the report, because it negates the already established facts and even the verdicts pronounced by ICTY against the perpetrators of that crime. RS Army General Radislav Krstic has been accused of genocide of the Srebrenica inhabitants and is serving a 45-year prison sentence.

14.3. Reaction by the Media

The only media in the RS to publish an open accusation of that report was the weekly Reporter. The journalist of Reporter, Danijel Kovacevic considers this as “a strange report, to say the least”, which has emerged as a product of the “irresponsibility of the official RS authorities”. 

Such a move played right into the hands of the politicians in the FB&H:

“Politicians in the FB&H have been waiting for the authorities in the RS to make such a move to be able fire away at the leaders of the smaller of the two entities in a synchronised manner using all their weapons, and to raise again the issue of the genocidal fundaments of the RS”. 

The author says that also the opposition in the RS had suspicions about the report, however “for some other reasons”, while RS officials tried to present unargumented explanations:

“The government and the Cabinet of the President of RS has issued only fuzzy explanations which are to serve the local leaders as an alibi for the international factor”.

The text also express a suspicion about the seriousness and credibility of the report, as well as the time of its production, as a result of which “the report inspires sympathy for its author rather than prompting a serious analysis”.  According to certain statements in the report, such as “the war ended three years ago”, it can be concluded that it was written back in 1998, before  the Bureau of the Government of RS for Relations with ICTY was established. The report speaks in quite a pathetic tone about the suffering of the Serbs since World War II, as well as about the events before the fall of Srebrenica (July 11, 1995).

The most painful point for this journalist was the fact that the Bureau of the Government of the RS  claimed that the murdered citizens of Srebrenica were thrown into mass graves for hygienic reasons:

“The most painful thing, particularly for the Serbian people, is the statement that the mass graves which are now being exhumed by ICTY experts, were made for hygienic reasons. The idiocy of the authors - who have thus classified Hitler as a hygienists too - is so enormous that it is pointless to wonder about the consequences of such statements.”

Because of this, as Kovacevic concludes, it is necessary to call the authors to account while RS officials should dissociate themselves from such reports, and he also reminds that the Government of Holland has handed in its resignation because of a similar report on Srebrenica.

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the RS has expressed its bewilderment by such a report, which drastically deviates from the international surveys that have been carried out to date regarding with the victims of the Srebrenica tragedy.

“The Government of the RS and Prime Minister Ivanic should bear full responsibility for the disgraceful and unacceptable manipulations with the victims, particularly in view of the fact that the report has been presented as part of the pre-electoral campaign and that is a confirmation of the persistent support for the nationalistic political concept”, the statement of the Helsinki Committee in RS, which has been carried by the majority of the printed and electronic media in B&H, concludes (September 3).

The commentator of Dnevni Avaz considers that the report by the Government of the RS about the events in Srebrenica “inadmissibly negates the genocide of the Bosniaks and shamelessly offends the innocent victims”.

The journalist reminds that Srebrenica was the venue of the most serious crime against the civilians in Europe  since World War II, which has been investigated and confirmed by ICTY and which has been condemned by the whole world.

“Ivanic’s authors have minimised the crime and they have reduced the number of victims by many times, while hypocritically justifying the massive executions of civilians, which have been proved, by citing Serbian troops’ ignorance of the provisions of international military law.”

The journalist also refers to the verdict pronounced against Radislav Krstic, RS Army general,  who has been condemned to 46 years in prison for the crimes  and genocide against the civilians in Srebrenica: “The verdict pronounced against Kristic, the closest collaborator of General Mladic, refers to the killing of between six and eight thousand Srebrenica Bosniaks”.

The commentator of the Sarajevo Oslobodjenje considers that the report is “shocking and confused”. It goes on to say that “since the time of the horror of World War II, Europe has not witnessed a massacre of this scale”. It also provides data about more than 3,000 bodies having been exhumed from numerous mass graves around Srebrenica. “The exhumed bodies of the victims point to the fact that a large number of them had their hands tied, or  were blindfolded,  that they were killed from the back, or shot in the backs of their heads, which coupled with the witnesses’ testimonies proves that what was concerned was a massive massacre of unarmed victims”.

This is also proved by the report of the Dutch Institute which investigated the Srebrenica tragedy, which is quoted by the author:

“At least 7,500 Bosniaks have been registered as missing, probably dead. About 6,000 of them are the victims of massive executions. That is a terrible consequence of the events that followed after the attack of the RS Army on the Srebrenica enclave and the conquest – of an officially protected zone.”

Another journalist of this daily states that the report is “cynical”, and he cites the trial against Drazen Erdemovic by ICTY, who admitted to having personally shot more than 70 Srebrenica civilians as a member of the RS Army.

In addition to negating the number of victims, the report also states that General Ratko Mladic is not responsible for the massacre.

“It is a cynical act by the Bureau of the Government of the RS to deprive General Mladic of his wartime fame and to promote him as a simple dispatcher of bus convoys with Srebrenica women, children and old men from Srebrenica in the direction of Tuzla”, says the author and asks “is the person concerned that same General Mladic accused of genocide in Bosnia”. According to that “expert” review, “General Mladic is not a war criminal but a saviour of the survivors from Srebrenica”, the author concludes.

Oslobodjenje also carries the statements by the witnesses and international officials in B&H about the Srebrenica tragedy. The High Representative in B&H Paddy Ashdown ha stated that “Srebrenica was the most terrible massacre in Europe after World War II, and the claims by the Bureau of the Government of the RS that it has not happened are an insult for the people of all nationalities in B&H”.

Amor Masovic, President of the Commission for Tracing Missing Persons in B&H claims that the primary goal of the Government of RS was to “harm the families of the persons killed”.

“The second goal was of a pre-election character, namely, to unite the Serbs around extremist forces and politicians, and nobody from the Bureau of the Government of RS attended the exhumation of 30 mass secondary graves with the bodies of the killed inhabitants of Srebrenica.”

The editor in chief of Slobodna Bosna considers it horrendous that such a report could have been written at present and that it is “the biggest lie as a result of which nothing can come out of the land of Bosnia”. He considers the international community in B&H as one of the culprits for that.

“The international community has established a fascist authority on half of the territory of B&H, whose Government has been serviced by a man (Sinisa Djordjevic, Adviser to Prime Minister Ivanic for Relations with ICTY), who has written the book ‘Why Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic Are Not War Criminals’”.

The same magazine quotes another journalist as saying that “in any state ruled by law the Government that would be found to be behind such a morbid report would have to pay damages in the range of millions, on the grounds of concealing and negating the crime of genocide”.

The text goes on to say that  in accordance with the current laws, the citizens who feel insulted can bring charges against the Government of RS which will have to pay huge  damages for the insults and slander, and concludes by saying:

“There is a large body of evidence that this report by the Government of RS has not been commissioned only for the purpose of scoring political points, as the representatives of the international community tend to believe. The interconnectedness of the authorities in RS shows, that a system whose objective is to expunge the traces of a genocide, can function perfectly well on the soil of modern Europe.”

The Banjaluka “Nezavisne novine” carries only the statements  by the representatives of the Bureau of the Government of the RS and paraphrases  parts of the report. It also carries the reactions of survivors from Srebrenica, as well as those of the High Representative in B&H. It has not published any journalists’ commentaries about the report.

Glas Srpski has carried a report about the press conference where the report was presented, as well as the statements by certain officials in RS. It has also published the statement by the advisor Sinisa Djordjevic and his  accusation of the media in the FB&H.

“The people in RS are confronted with a notorious fact of the media from the FB&H, politicians, and even certain so called international organizations, treating the whole Serbian people as genocidal”, says Djordjevic and concludes that as far as the Government of RS is concerned “Srebrenica is a finished case in respect of the war crimes”.

According to the weekly Oslobodjenje from Banja Luka, the report has served to destroy the “False Myth About Srebrenica”. In an article published in three parts  (September 18-30) its author Radovan Jovic claims that the report by the Bureau of the Government of the RS is “a Serbian view of the Srebrenica events, which has caused an expectable avalanche of negative reactions in the Muslim part of the FB&H”.

Without mentioning the mass graves and the thousands of exhumed bodies, Jovic concludes that there are not enough proofs for the “alleged” crimes:

“In reference to the crimes listed which are believed to have been perpetrated in 1995, there is not a full body of information with the names of the victims, the time and the manner in which they were killed, nor any data about the direct perpetrators of the crimes.”

The report by the Bureau of the Government of the RS about the Srebrenica tragedy has once again shown that the media in B&H interpret the events in completely different ways.

The media in RS, apart from Reporter, are not ready to openly discuss the crimes and  responsibilities for the crimes. The media have succumbed to national interests and nationalistic policy which spots culprits for the war and crimes only in the opposite camp. This was another confirmation of the practice of minimising and negating the victims caused by the Serbs while inflating the crimes  committed against the Serbs. That is the trend of the whole report, and as such it has been supported by the media.

As could be expected, the report has triggered heated reactions in the media in the FB&H. All the media have severely condemned manipulations with the victims of the Srebrenica tragedy and that has served them to reiterate their accusation of the Serbian side in B&H for the war, and to accuse the RS as a “genocidal state”.

Nevertheless, the report is also a confirmation of a painful fact, namely, that it will be difficult to reach genuine truth about the war events and a sincere reconciliation in B&H.

15. REFORM OF THE JUDICIARY

The legal system in B&H is one of the main reasons why laws have not been enforced and why a state ruled by law cannot function. The majority of the basic and district courts have a huge backlog of cases, while corruption among the judges persists. The raise in the judges salaries (two years ago), the aim of which was to stimulate faster and more efficient work and prevent corruption, has not yielded the results expected.

The new High Representative in B&H Paddy Ashdown has devoted great attention to the reform of the judiciary system. He has passed several decisions which are expected to provide better functioning of the whole judicial system. 

At the beginning of August, Paddy Ashdown passed three decisions with the purpose of strengthening the judicial system in B&H. The Prosecutor’s Office at the level of B&H has been established on the basis of one of the decisions, while the Law on Courts of B&H has been amended on the basis of the second one, and it is now going to have special panels for the issues of organized crime, commercial crime, and corruption. The third decision refers to the authorisations of the High Judicial and Prosecutor’s Council of B&H to select and appoint prosecutors and to take disciplinary measures against the prosecutors and the Prosecutor’s Office.

The drafts of these decisions were submitted to entity assemblies in June, for their adoption, however, the assemblies did not accept them, and so the High Representative imposed the decisions. According to that decision, the judicial councils in RS and the FB&H will have 16 members each. Six members will be local judges, eight will be representatives of the international community, and two will be from the other entity. 

The judicial council of B&H will have 25 members. Eight will be representatives of the international community, 12 will be from entity councils, and 5 will be local judges. All the judicial councils will be chaired by Judge Jan Eric Oya from Sweden and his deputy will be  Judge John Patton from the U.S.A.

The judicial councils will nominate all the judges and prosecutors in B&H, (except for the Constitutional Court and the Misdemeanors Court) and they will also institute proceedings against judges and prosecutors if they perpetrate disciplinary offences.

The High Representative in B&H passed (August 21) a decision on harmonising the prosecution systems in the RS, the FB&H and the federal cantons. 

This decision has reformed the prosecution systems in both entities and cantons, which were different in the past, by abolishing all prosecution offices at the municipal level, and by redistributing their functions to the existing district prosecutor’s offices in the RS, and in the cantonal prosecutor’s offices in the FB&H. The new prosecution system enables prosecutors to specialise in specific fields. The modifications will enable the establishment of a modern, efficient, professional prosecution system in the whole of B&H.

Judicial proceedings in the majority of the basic and district courts in the RS have been running very slowly. Very often,  judges drag out the process deliberately and postpone the hearings as well as the pronouncement of final judicial rulings. Such a situation is often encountered in labour disputes. 

Huso Imsirovic from Bijeljina has been waiting for the first judicial hearing for the past ten years. He filed charges against the company where he used to work – “Elektrodistribucija” in Biejljina back in May 1992. The first hearing in the Bijeljina Basic Court was scheduled for October 10, 2002. In April 1992,  Imsirovic was dismissed from work exclusively on the grounds of national affiliation. All the other employees of Bosniak nationality in that company were also dismissed. The courts avoid dealing with such cases because they have been influenced by the policy that was involved in the ethnic cleansing of the area of present-day RS.

16. REFORM OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

The educational system of B&H is still marked by differences between the curricula and the programmes of the entities, the cantons and the Brcko District. The different curricula burdened by unnecessary contents make the work for the pupils even harder.  This fact is frequently an obstacle when pupils move from one entity to the other. In such situations, the pupils have to take examinations in additional subjects, and as a result, in some cases they lose an academic year.

The Educational Forum of B&H chaired by the B&H OSCE Mission has been working on reforming the educational system and harmonising the curricula. The Forum is trying to determine the right system of education which will be free of discrimination. The priority of the new educational system should be providing quality and modernization of all the levels  education along with ensuring steady financing sources and implementation of reforms in the whole of B&H. 

65.1. The European Model

The Ministry of Education of the RS has drawn up new curricula and programmes following the EU model which has no redundant contents. The new plans prescribe the level of knowledge a pupil is to attain in a certain subject. Marking has to be external, i.e. pupils will not be assessed by their teachers but on the basis of their test scores. That method of assessment is supposed to stimulate the teachers to work better. 

Since the beginning of this academic year (September 2), an experimental programme has started in six elementary school in different towns in the RS, according to which elementary schooling will take 9 years instead of 8, as is the case now. Experimental schools in Prijedor, Banja Luka, Gradiska, Trebinje, Srpsko Sarajevo, Foca/Srbinje will apply the interactive learning method. Starting from the next academic year (2003/2004), mandatory schooling in all elementary schools will be 9 years long.

16.2. Religion in Schools

Only Christian Orthodox religious education was mandatory in elementary schools in the RS until this academic year. Students of other creeds were not obliged to attend such classes, and they received no marks in that subject.

Since the beginning of this academic year, Muslim religious education has been introduced in the curriculum, and it is mandatory for the members of the Muslim community. Catholic religious education has not yet been introduced as a mandatory subject in school. 

By treating religious education in this way, children born in mixed marriages (father – Muslim, mother – Serb, or vice versa) have been brought into a very uncomfortable situation. School authorities have been requesting such children to decide whether they will take Christian Orthodox or Muslim religious education. Children whose parents are atheists are in a similar position. 

Some of those parents have referred to the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the RS and at the proposal of the latter, they have submitted their appeals to the Ministry of Education of RS. 

As an instance of this, we are citing the case of the Alimujkic family, whose two children have been attending the elementary school in Bijeljina. The father is a Bosniak and the mother is a Serb, and both of them are atheists. The school authorities have been requesting the children to opt for one of the religious education subjects they want to attend and be graded in. Neither the parents nor the children have agreed to this. As a result, the school authorities have threatened them saying that the children will fail their grades because of that. The parents have addressed their appeal to the Ministry of Education of the RS requesting that their children be exempted from the religious education subject and from getting marks in it as has been the case until this academic year, and as applied to the pupils of Croat nationality.

16.3. Pupils Without Transport

None of the pupils of Bosniak nationality -  returnees in the villages in the Zvornik municipality have started attending school which commenced on September 2. The problem is in the fact that the Municipality has not provided bus transport for the pupils. In the village of Snagovo alone, the number of pupils missing from elementary and secondary school classes is 54. Pupils from that village attending the first four grades of the elementary school have to cross 10 km to reach the school in RS, while pupils attending grades 5 – 8 have to cross a distance of 8 km to reach their school in the FB&H. The competent authorities in the municipality of Zvornik and the Tuzla  canton have not organised any bus transport for those pupils. The parents have addressed a public protest to the authorities, however, one month after the beginning of the academic year, their children have not yet started attending school.

16.4. Faculties Without Professors

University level education in RS includes two universities. One is in Banja Luka, and it existed also before the war. The other one is in Serbian Sarajevo, while the faculties are distributed over several towns in the eastern part of the RS, from Doboj to Trebinje.

In addition to lacking premises and appropriate study halls, the faculties in the RS also lack adequate professional staff. The majority of the professors at the faculties within the university of the Serbian Sarajevo have been lecturing as visiting professors. Such professors have been coming from universities in Yugoslavia (Belgrade, Novi Sad). 

The Law on Universities prescribes that not less than one third of professors at each faculty has to have a steady employment. 

The Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture in Banja Luka has only one full-time professor. That professor is the Dean of the Faculty at the same time, despite the fact that his vocation is geodesy. The functioning of this faculty does not meet even the minimum of the legally prescribed provisions or the requirements specified by the Bologne Declaration on Universities.

17. LEGAL ADVICE

Lawyers of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the RS regularly provide legal aid for the citizens  whose rights  have been violated.

During the past three-month period, 338 citizens of all nationalities have referred to the lawyers.

In the majority of cases, the citizens have asked for advice on how to exercise their property rights (about 80%), right to work (10%). The citizens have been complaining about the slow functioning of the courts and discrimination against ethnic minorities.

Displaced persons who have settled on the territory of the RS (before the war they lived on the territory of the FB&H) have asked for advice on how to exercise their rights to their property in the FB&H.

Approximately 60% of such cases refer to property which was destroyed during the war. Certain villages inhabited by the Serbs in the area of the Tuzla canton and the Zenica-Doboj Canton have been completely destroyed. Owners can recover their property but they do not have the money for reconstructing them. Questions have frequently been raised as to whether the Government of the FB&H or of certain cantons is obliged to compensate these citizens for the damage. Certain associations of displaced persons have brought charges against the Government of the FB&H requesting that they be paid money in compensation for the damage. In certain villages, destroyed houses have been reconstructed with the assistance of international donors.

Returnees to the RS (Bosniak, Croats, and the Roma) have almost identical problems. They have been complaining about the slow functioning of the municipal departments, the Ministry for Refugees and Displaced Persons of the RS.  Local authorities have obstructed the implementation of the property laws in different ways, and have thus been hampering and slowing down the return of the ethnic minorities. 

Returnee citizens in the RS have pointed to the inappropriate practice of displaced persons when abandoning their estates. When abandoning other people’s houses and apartments, a large number of displaced persons of Serbian nationality take the furniture with them and devastate the interior of the housing object. The Helsinki Committee of the RS has pointed to this practice and has asked the competent Ministry of Refugees and the police to prevent that by any means. Citizens whose property has been taken away and destroyed in this manner  can file charges to the court. However, there is a tendency for deliberately dragging out such cases.

Husref Osmanovic from Bijeljina filed charges in 1999, against a family that had stayed in his house. When abandoning Osmanovic’s house, its temporary tenants took away with them all the furniture and heavily devastated the interior of the house. The damage has been estimated at EUR 13,000. The court has not resolved the case.

About ten Roma have also addressed the lawyers complaining about the municipal administration in Bijeljina, because they were not granted approval for changing their names.

The above persons wanted to change their names and surnames for personal reasons, something they are entitled to on the basis of the law. The individuals meet the legal requirements for doing that, however, the administration has declined their request. They believe that being treated like that is discriminating against them. The explanations for refusing the request are unargumented and formal. The following examples can serve as an illustration of this.

Nermin Jusufovic from Bijeljina has filed a request, through his lawyer, for changing his current surname to the surname of his mother - Spahic.  The reason given for the request was that he wanted to use his mother’s maiden surname.

The General Administration Department of the Municipality of Bijeljina has rejected the request “for formal reasons”. The decision on rejecting the request states that Nermin Jusufovic meets all the legal requirements for changing his name and that he has submitted all the necessary documents. The officer had asked him to produce certain additional documents  which did not have to be submitted as a mandatory requirement. Since Jusufovic did not submit those documents, his request was rejected. “According to the view of this authority, that is a formal shortcoming  as a result of which the request cannot be fulfiled”, the explanation reads.
The request submitted by Senad Smajic who asked for approval to change his name to Danijel Brkic has also been denied.

Samir Islamovic from Bijeljina has requested approval for changing his current name back to his original name Amir Mujezinovic.

His personal name was Amir Mujezinovic and a year before that he asked for approval to change it into Samir Islamovic. By handing in his last request he wanted to recover the name he was given at birth.

His request has been rejected with the explanation that he has already used the right to change his name. “According to the view of this authority, the request cannot be granted because the request for changing his personal name again has been filed within a short period of time”, the explanation states. The law does not specify the number of times one can change one’s name.

18. STATEMENTS FOR THE PUBLIC


The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska recalled all political parties and their leaders to follow the Election Law during the pre-election campaign and to avoid unfair insults towards their political opponents. 

“Political parties and their candidates should get sympathy from their voters by presenting them their plans for the improvement of the economic and social situation. They should also present their ideas concerning the development of democratic society and the entry into the European Unity, but not to deal with insults towards other political parties and their candidates,” was said in the public announcement. 

“The competition for political offices should be fair and democratic. The only consequence for those people, who do not respect this fair and democratic procedure, should be the adequate sanction,” was said by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska. ( August 15th, 2002)


Bijeljina, 3rd September, 2002 (ONASA) Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska considers last reports from RS Government Office about minimizing the number of the victims in Srebrenica tragedy as “shameful and unacceptable act used to cover the truth about crime and to justify creators of  the crime”. The Government of Republika Srpska and Prime Minister, Mladen Ivanić are responsible to local and international public for shameful and unacceptable manipulation with victims, especially for using it in pre-election campaign, confirming endurance of extreme nationalistic concept.


Republika Srpska Government keeps deluding citizens with unacceptable politic insead of being truly dedicated to revile the truth of all crimes committed during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina and should arrest all war crime suspects. 


Bijeljina, 20th September, 2002 (ONASA) The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska has condemned distraction of reconstructed mosque in Ključ, near village Gacko, journalist from ONASA Agency wrote.


Helsinki Committee in RS warns the public and the Government in RS that there are still those who are against multiethnic tolerance and against return of refugees and displaced. Therefore, we appeal to current governing authorities to reveal perpetrators of the event, which causes great lost to all citizens in Republika Srpska.

“Groups and individuals who, during the night, destroy religious objects, shows their  primitivism, barbarism and hate toward people of different religious groups and at the same time shows disrespect to their own nation and religion, because each religion proclaims tolerance and life together,” is announcement of Helsinki Committee in Republika Srpska.

19. PRESS CONFERENCES

6th Press Conference «Difficulties in returning of refugees and displaced person»

July 4th, 2002


The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska and the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina held a joint press conference in the International Press Centre (IPC) in Banja Luka. The participants of this pess conference were Mr. Branko Todorović, president of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska and Mr. Enver Murgić, the president of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina.


The presidents of both Helsinki Committees presented their work during 2002 concerning the promotion , protection and monitoring Human rights in our region. It was said, that there have been achieved significant results, but they also mentioned that there are still human rights violations. Local and entity government are very strongly involved in various human rights violations and they are abusing their offices.


The presidents of the Helsinki Committees appealed to the public, that there should be reactions on every single human rights violation by informing the public and media about it. The democratic public is the best protection against human rights violations. Both Helsinki Committee have committed that they will continue their work, which is dedicated to citizens, with the intention to protect Human Rights.

7th Press Conference « Elections 2002 in connection with Human Rights»

September 24th, 2002


International Press Centre (IPC), Banja Luka, The main topic of this press conference were the elections on 5th October. The orators of this press conference were Mr. Branko Todorović, the president of the Helsinki Committee for Huamn Rights in Republika Srpska and Mr. Mladen Dokić, coordiantor of the youth gruop of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska.


Mr. Branko Todorović informed the journalists that the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights has sent a letter to Mr. Paddy Ashdown, the High Representative of the International Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where he emphasizes that there are people, who are candidating for the entity parliament or the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina and there is a criminal procedure against them. The orators asked the High Representatives for using his mandate and to remove those persons from the candidates lists.


Mr. Todorović and Mr. Dokić asked all political parties to publish the names of the candidates against whome there is a criminal procedure and to remove those people from the offices.


This press conference resulted in huge interest of various media.

The letter, sent to the High Representative of the Interanational Communitz in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Paddy Ashdown: 

Your Excellency,

After taking your high office in B&H, you  emphasized that one of the priorities in your activities will be struggle against corruption, and that was a great encouragement and hope for the citizens of our country. Indeed, corruption has been  threatening to completely depreciate all the efforts to build the Bosnian-Hezegovinian society.

Over the past month, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the Republic of Srpska has been addressed by a large number of citizens who wished to point to us to the continuation of an unacceptable practice that has been pursued by political parties in B&H. Namely, the citizens have emphasized, and that has been confirmed by our survey,  that persons who have been tried by Bosnian and Herzegovinian courts on account of criminal charges for corruption, abuse of office and organized crime have been slated by the political parties as their candidates for different levels of government. Some of them are even the first on the lists.

We are deeply disappointed and concerned because of the continuation of such an unacceptable practice of the political parties in B&H, which is in absolute contrast with the generally accepted moral and ethic standards in the  democratic world. Engaging in politics should not be a way of for criminals to provide shelter and protection for themselves, and this has been the case in B&H in many instances and it continues to be an issue.

Your Excellency, 

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska will address an appeal to the political parties in B&H today, at its press conference at the International Press Centre in Banjaluka, asking them to respond to the public in reference to the candidates on their lists, who have been subject to criminals proceedings conducted by the local courts on account of corruption, abuse of office and organized crime.

On behalf of a large number of citizens who have addressed us on this issue, we kindly ask you to respond to the challenges you are faced with, within the scope of your mandate. Otherwise, corruption and organized crime will be further reinforced in the institutions of the system and they will completely destroy any endeavours by the citizens of B&H and the international community to build a better and more just society.

20. TV SERIES

10th Telecast

Date: July 6th , 2002

Title:  BIH   AND   NATO




Participants: Janoš Sabo, Academic lector, Ministry of Defense in Hungary

                       Peter Talaš, director of the Institute for strategy of defense in Budapest

                       Branko Todorović, president of the Helsinki Committee for human rights 

                       in Republika Srpska

Basic subject that local and international experts, as well as the non-government organization, were talking about was about possibilities that BiH enters Partnership for Peace and what it really means. There was lots of discussion about experiences of Hungary entering NATO and what were advantages of it, explained by certain Hungarian experts.

Janos Sabo, among the other, has said that budget of Defense does not have to be covered for obligation quote of itself income. Second element for rationalization is to reduce number of staff and to close the caserne. Those are programs, which should be realized.

Peter Talas pointed that importance of the event September 11 depends on objectives of the war against terrorism and results that would be achieved. After September 11, terrorism has turned from local and regional to a global. Struggle against terrorism has many trends and there has been dramatic change towards non-military components. A key element against terrorism at administrative level is optimal balance between improvement of security and development of democracy. 

When Mr. Hrvacan stated that demilitarisation would be much more expensive than armament Mr. Todorovic said that he is convinced that it does not refer to Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

“Bosnia and Herzegovina opinion is that the internal, unexpected unnecessary race in arms in a country among entity armies, present exactly the reason that put this country in poverty. I think that ordinary citizens will understand the best reducing Army potential, when they realized how much more country will have to give for Education, Schooling, refugees and displaced, and also how much security new politic will bring. Since demilitarization is never well accepted by those who are connected to Army, it would be good that massage is sent from non-army institutions such as Association of Citizens or non-government organization. That massage to support one poor country, which is not able to provide financial means for discharge military persons, should be forwarded to International community.

11th Telecast

Date:  July 20th , 2002
Title: GOOD PEOPLE IN THE TIME OF EVIL



Participants: Svjetlana Broz, doctor cardiologist, Belgrade,lecturer

                       20 young people from all over BiH

In the frame of Summer School on human rights, which Helsinki Committee organizes every year, young girls and boys from all over Bosnia and Herzegovina had the opportunity to meet Svjetlana Broz. She held one of the classes and she is the author of the book “Good people in the time of evil”. The book is based on true stories of people from all three nations, which were, during the war, helped by people of different nations, and they themselves were helping people that belong to different nation. The author introduced its book shortly, after that students were separated in several groups and they together were analyzing chosen story.

Svjetlana Broz explained how she wrote this book: “I was a cardiologist till the moment I have realized it is much more important to cure human soul then human heart. Beginning of the war, I have decided to come over here to try to help at least one person as a doctor. Very soon I have realized that stories of those people, who are victims of this horrible war, are totally different from those that media created, which present only the evil. I have discovered also that the most honorable persons were leaving here, who were courage enough to refuse to be part of collective insane, who refuse to blame those who were not protected, but instead they have decided to help them, rescuing their own life. When I have recognized all what were my criteria for humanity, I quite cardiology, took my Dictaphone and started collecting testimony from people that were helped by somebody that was not from same ethnic group. The result of 6 years of the work is this book, where you can find 90 authentic stories from people from all three ethnic groups. Helsinki Committee has decided to give one book each of you. 

“My aim was to teach you - future generations, that there is always possibilities to choose weather we are going to be human or inhuman, and that the choice is never linked to ethnic or religious belonging, but always to a moral and ethics norms that one person have.”
12th Telecast

Date: July 3rd, 2002
Title: YOUNG PEOPLE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Participants: Sasa Pazarac, journalist and the member of the Helsinki Committee for 

                       human rights in RS

      The Youth from Summer School on human rights

        The Youth from Summer School on human rights had the opportunity to hear something more about currant position and rights of minority population in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as to ask questions regarding this issue. 

        Sadik Pazarac, the journalist, but also the member of the Helsinki Committee for human rights in RS, was a lecturer for this class.

       “According to last assessment from 1991. in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 92% are constitutive nations, so 8% are minority or, as they are called sometimes – others. Minorities in national, religious and ethnic sense are characteristic for most of the countries in the world. For the moment there are more then 200 countries, but there are only some ten countries that have only one nation.”

         Mr. Pazarac pointed out that in BiH, the worse position is for Romas. Unfortunately, there are no official correct figures about Romas in BiH. The official date is between 4.500 and 9.000. Of course that the real number is much higher if we know that only in Bijeljina there were 6.500 Romas before the war, in Tuzla Kanton 12.000-15.000, Visoko-Kakanj 6.500, in Banja Luka 3.000 etc.

        “In BiH Constitution, it was said that all minority groups, who live in Bosnia and Herzegovina (both entity), must have all rights recognized on highest international standards. If we compare state in theory and in a practice, we can notice huge difference. Therefore, the theory should be implemented in a practice, and it is up to you to do it all together”, said Pazarac, saying that we cannot expect any significant changes, while we have current government. 

Bijeljina, October 2002                                                                                         Information service 

                                                                                                         of the Helsinki Committee 

for Human Rights in Republika Srpska
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