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OPEN LETTER

To:
H.E. Mikhail Saakashvili, President, 
State Chancellery, 7 Ingorokhva Street. 380034 Tbilisi, Georgia; 
Tel: + 995 32 99 96 53, Fax: (+ 995 32) 99 92 00, E-mail: pr@president.gov.ge
 

H.E. Konstantin Kemularia, Secretary, National Security Council of Georgia, 
7 Ingorokhva Street, 380034 Tbilisi, Georgia; 
Fax: +995 32 98 99 72; E-mail: snsc@gol.ge
Human Rights Service of the National Security Council,

Fax: + 995 32 92-35-58

 

H.E. Ivane Merabishvili, Minister of Interior, Ministry of Interior of Georgia, 
Fax: +995 32 98 71 46 / 99 95 24; E-mail: presscenter@pol.ge
 

H.E. Elene Tevdoradze; Head of the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights Petitions and

Relations with the Civil Society, Parliament of Georgia, 8 Rustaveli Avenue. 380018 Tbilisi, Georgia; Fax: +995 32 92 15 63 / 92 33 50;

 

H.E. Gia Kavtaradze, Minister of Justice,
19, Griboedov st, Tbilisi, 380008, Georgia, 
Fax: +995 32 93 02 25/75-82-22 ; Email: justice@justice.gov.ge
 

H.E. Zurab Adeishvili, General Prosecutor of Georgia, 
24 Gorgasali st, 380014, Tbilisi, Georgia; Fax: +995 32 98 21 70 

 

H.E. Sozar Subari, Ombudsman of Georgia, 
11, Machabeli street, Tbilisi 0107, Georgia; Fax: + 995 32 92 24 70; Email: info@ombudsman.ge
IHF concerned about pressure on the Human Rights Information and Documentation Centre (HRIDC)
Vienna, 09 February 2006 
Excellencies,

I am writing on behalf of the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF)
regarding reported intimidations and pressure against Ucha Nanuashvili, the Executive Director of the Human Rights Information and Documentation Center (HRIDC) and the staff members of the same organization. 

Since HRIDC’s founding in 1996, the organization has been monitoring the human rights situation in Georgia, fighting against torture and discrimination, monitoring minority rights, as well as migration, trafficking in human beings and violence against women.
On the 1 and 2 February 2006, representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs entered the office of HRIDC without a permit under the pretext that they wanted to become familiar with the work of the organization. Despite of these claims, it appears that the main goal of this visit was to threaten the organization’s representatives. 

 

On 7 February 2006, major Tengiz Tkebuchava, employee of the Counter Terrorism Department at Ministry of Internal Affairs, called  Ucha Nanuashvili and informed him that the head of the department, Gia Gabunia,  wished to talk to him. However, he was not willing to explain the reason for his request. He repeated that they would like to familiarize themselves more with the activities of the organization. Nanuashvili requested to be sent an official letter with more precise clarification why he was summoned to the ministry. Tkebuchava refused and demanded his immediate arrival without any further clarification. Tkebuchava even stated that in case of Nanuashvili’s disobedience, he would be brought to the Ministry by force. 
The Human Rights Information and Documentation Center has long been the object of threats and pressure by representatives of the Presidential administration, and state authorities have labeled the head of the organization as an informer and traitor. Threatening telephone calls from Niko Natenadze, the advisor of the Prime Minister, have been reported. According to the HRIDC, the aim of the pressure is to stop the activities of the organization.
Our organization will be grateful for your immediate investigation of the incidents described above, and for your constructive cooperation with civil society groups that seek to contribute to ensuring Georgia’s compliance with international standards and Georgian law.
Sincerely,
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Aaron Rhodes

(IHF Executive Director)

Cc:

National Helsinki Committees

OSCE Delegations

Council of Europe

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)

Human Rights Information and Documentation Center (HRIDC)
Georgian Helsinki Committee

Amnesty International
 


