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International Community Must Denounce Beatings, Arrests, and Convictions In Minsk

21 March 2006.  The Belarusian Helsinki Committee (BHC), the Swedish Helsinki Committee (SHC), the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC) and the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) strongly condemn beatings and mass arrests of peaceful protestors carried out by the Belarusian government in the wake of the presidential elections on 19 March 2006.  

“The mass arrests of peaceful democracy advocates that currently are taking place in Belarus are fully unacceptable and represent a serious crackdown on civil society. The international community should denounce these developments and lend their support to the democratic forces in Belarus”, stated SHC Secretary General Robert Hårdh who is present in Minsk alongside two Norwegian colleagues.

Protesting the fraudulent elections, which were in serious violation of international standards on free and fair elections, opposition candidates and their supporters are staging peaceful demonstrations at October Square in Minsk. According to the latest available information, 108 persons have been arrested on their way to or from October Square, and people carrying the prohibited former Belarusian flag have been dragged into cars and taken away to unknown locations. 

Trials have already begun and a number of those arrested have been sentenced to 10 days administrative arrest.

The IHF partners also wish to report that tax authorities came to the Belarusan Helsinki Committee office and made an inventory of the NGO’s property, in connection with the government’s legal assault on the organization concerning $75,000 in allegedly unpaid taxes and penalties on grants received from the European Union TACIS Programme
The four NGOs call on the EU and the OSCE to continue to closely monitor the ongoing developments in the country, including in particular legal processes against those who have been arrested.
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