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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

ANGOLA

Quarterly Report

(Period covered: November 2004 - January 2005)

1. Executive summary
The issue of the next elections continues to be high on the national agenda. There has been no final decision yet on the question of the second round of the unfinished presidential elections of 1992 and on the eventual separation of the legislative and the presidential elections. The deficient state of the justice system has been highlighted once again. The Angolan President asked that special attention be given to its reform in order to reinforce the guarantees of the rights of the citizens. In consequence he set up a respective working commission within the Ministry of Justice. The low Human Development Index and high child mortality continue to raise concern. The state budget continues to give higher priority to defense and public order than to the critical social sector.

In Cabinda the civic association Mpalabanda was authorized to demonstrate for peace in the enclave.

The question of National Human Rights Institutions received considerable attention during the past months: a workshop in the National Assembly upheld the need to urgently nominate an Ombudsman, as stipulated in the current constitutional law and to establish a National Human Rights Commission, as foreseen in Angola’s draft Constitution. Parliament has begun hearings on the proposed candidate for Ombudsman, a former Minister of Justice. 

The UN/NGO protection structure is now in place, comprising a Thematic Group on Human Rights and a Technical Working Group. Two more workshops with the police and one with a provincial human rights committee have been implemented. 

2. Human rights context/significant developments 

2.1. Elections

The issue of the second round of the 1992 presidential elections, which due to UNITA’s refusal to recognize the results of the first round never took place, has come up in the public discussion again. Under the current electoral law, a second round is due within 30 days when no candidate scores more than 50% plus one of the votes, as was the case in 1992. As the second most voted candidate of the 1992 elections, UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi, died in 2002, the third-placed candidate would theoretically run against Mr. Dos Santos. UNITA already made it clear that it did not agree to such a second, outdated round. In a speech during MPLA’s last Central Committee session (26-27 November), Angolan President Dos Santos said, in his quality as party president, that he would refer the matter to the Supreme Court and to the National Assembly. 

In December MPLA declared itself ready to consider the President’s proposal to hold separate parliamentary and presidential elections (scheduled for 2006 and possibly 2007, respectively) instead of holding them simultaneously – a proposal meant to allow the newly elected parliament to adopt a new constitution before the election of the next president. During its first session this year, following the repeated request of President Dos Santos, the National Assembly began discussing a “package” of laws in preparation for the next general elections. It includes, amongst other things, a law on nationality, an electoral law, a law on political parties, a law on the funding of political parties, a law on the national media council, a law on access to the media, and a code of electoral conduct. MPLA and the opposition parties have presented respective draft laws. UNITA suggested the inclusion of CSOs in the debates. 

Opposition parties and civil society organizations are advocating for an independent Electoral Commission established by Parliament, not by the President, that would oversee the electoral process from the beginning, including voters’ registration. The ruling MPLA defends the position that the Inter-Ministerial Commission, recently created by the Council of Ministers and coordinated by the Ministry for Territorial Administration, should carry out the required preparations, with an Electoral Commission not being set up until just before the elections. The Commission includes the Minister of the Interior, the Minister of Post and Telecommunications, and the provincial governors. The Minister of Territorial Administration estimates that the voting population will be of 7 million citizens. He acknowledged that many of them did not have ID documents. The National Identification Department states that only 8 million Angolans out of an estimated population of 12-14 million have ID documents. In January the Minister of Justice announced that, in view of the elections, the Government was projecting a national campaign of free civil registration and easier access to ID cards. 

2.2. The justice system

Drawing the balance of the year 2004, the president of the Angolan Supreme Court, Cristiano André, highlighted a number of difficulties. There continues to be a notable imbalance between the number of judges and prosecutors, in certain provinces in a relation of 1 to 5. In order to post a magistrate to a province, it was necessary to guarantee minimum accommodation and working conditions, which often do not exist. Other constraints were the lack of prisons and the insufficient hygienic and social conditions they were presenting. The funds allocated to the Justice system under the state budget were still insufficient to cover all needs. André stressed the Government should give more attention to the justice sector which he considered as important as Health or Education, not least for the strengthening of democracy and human rights.

In a speech in the Central Committee of MPLA, end November, President Dos Santos insisted that special attention be given to the reform of the justice system in order to reinforce the guarantees of the rights of citizens. In consequence, and emphasizing again the need to consolidate democracy and rule of law, at end January the president signed the creation of a high-level working group within the Ministry of Justice with the task of presenting legislative proposals on the reform of the justice system and of certain key legislation.

2.3. New Land Law in force

Angola’s new land law entered into force on 9 February. The law establishes, as previous laws, the basic state ownership of the land. The state can concede the right of economic exploitation of land. According to the new law, the state recognizes and protects the land rights of traditional communities. In urban areas, occupants of plots must legalize their land within three years, requesting a respective concession document. 

In a positive development, three rural communities in the southern province of Huila received land titles in end-November. The new law recognizes rural communities as legal entities. The resolutions of land tenure issues are considered crucial to reviving agriculture and promoting economic and social development. Community land titles do not confer full property rights, but protect the community’s right to exploit the land on which they reside.

2.4. Social and economic rights

2.4.1. UN GA recommends international assistance for the reconstruction of Angola

The UN General Assembly on 22 December adopted a draft resolution on international assistance for the economic rehabilitation of Angola, approved by the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) on the previous 14th. Therein the GA recommends assistance to “the Angolan Government in efforts to improve governance, transparency and accountability in managing public resources, including through the promotion of responsible business practices”. It also calls on international and regional organizations “to provide financial and technical support for general elections” in Angola. It requests donors to continue to assist in the remaining humanitarian needs and in the return and resettlement of refugees and IDPs. 

2.5. Return, resettlement, reconciliation

In January the Minister for Assistance and Social Reintegration recognized the determining role played by international NGOs in saving lives and limiting the suffering of the most vulnerable layers of the population during the emergency phase. Through their competent work they succeeded in building the capacities of Angolan NGOs, which are called to increasingly take over the tasks from the international NGOs. 

2.5.1. Refugees, IDPs

Since the peace agreement of 4 April 2002, 308.233 refugees have come back to Angola - 94.673 under organized programs of UNHCR (2003: 43.000, 2004: 51.673) and 213.560 by their own initiatives (79.560 with some form of UNHCR assistance and 134.000 without). At year-end, there were still approximately 91.000 UNHCR-registered refugees in neighboring countries out of whom UNHCR plans to repatriate 53.188 in 2005, mainly from Congo/Kinshasa and from Zambia. Concerning internally displaced persons, whereas the Government is indicating a number of 300.000, TCU (Transitional Coordination Unit, ex-OCHA) assumes a much lower figure, as many of these have settled at their new locations definitively. In order to build on more exact numbers, TCU and the social authorities are planning joint assessment missions to nine provinces. 

3. Highlights of Human Rights activities and events:

3.1. State institutions

3.1.1. Human Rights Day 2005

3.1.1.1. Workshop on the Ombudsman and National Human Rights Institutions

Following the study tour of three MPs to four Latin-American Countries and South Africa in October, the Office supported a two-day workshop in December on national human rights institutions at the National Assembly. The workshop was attended by around 120 participants including parliamentarians, state and government officials, representatives of civil society organizations, and UN staff. It recommended the urgent elaboration and approval of the law of the Ombudsman and his election. The workshop concluded that the Ombudsman should be a credible individual, acceptable to all sectors of society, provided with all necessary human, material and financial means necessary to ensure an independent and efficient functioning, and present in the provinces. 

The workshop also recommended the establishment of a National Human Rights Commission, as already included in the draft of a new Angolan Constitution. The participants stressed that both institutions, the Ombudsman and the NHRC should cooperate, but that there should be a clear definition of responsibilities between these institutions. 

An international consultant on National Human Rights Institutions accompanied the process with expert advice - during preparatory meetings with government officials, Members of Parliament, civil society organizations and during the workshop. The Office offered further assistance to the National Assembly for the formulation of a law on the Ombudsman. 

In January MPLA proposed the former Justice Minister Paulo Tjipilica for the post of Ombudsman, although there is no law yet detailing the responsibilities, competencies, structures, and procedures of his Office, and a first hearing of Mr. Tjipilica took place. Another hearing with civil society is planned but has not yet taken place. According to the Paris Principles, the procedure of appointment of a NHRI shall afford “all necessary guarantees to ensure the pluralist representation of the social forces (of civil society)”.

3.1.1.2. 10 December celebrations

The workshop was part of the celebrations of the 56th anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December, which culminated with a special commemorative session of the National Assembly in the presence of government ministers, members of the Diplomatic Corps, CSOs, and UN Heads of Agency. National and international media ensured a large coverage of these events. The issue of the Ombudsman was taken up as well in the office-funded human rights programs on Rádio Nacional, which goes on air twice a week for 30 minutes respectively. Beyond the activities in Parliament, the Office supported two NGOs that brought the message of Human Rights Day to various schools and public places. 

3.1.2. Provincial Human Rights Committees

Within the joint program with the Human Rights Department of the Ministry of Justice, aimed at operationalizing human rights committees in all provinces, Zaire Province implemented the first training, evaluation and programming workshop of its Human Rights Committee in the provincial capital, Mbanza Congo. As at previous events of this type, about 60 persons from among the local government and administration, magistrates, the national police, traditional authorities, churches and other civil society organization worked on the analysis of the human rights situation in the province and an action plan to address identified concerns. Based on the handout of various human rights documents, the participants learned about basic human rights concepts, defence mechanisms, and the role of the state in the protection and promotion of human rights. They were also informed about the elaboration process of the National HR Action Plan and were asked to contribute to it in representation of Zaire province. The session was opened by the provincial governor, Army General Pedro Sebastião. 

3.1.3. Human rights work with the police

Two more provinces have been covered by the human rights training program with the Angolan police: Lunda Norte and Cuando Cubango, two provinces that received some public attention in recent times - Lunda Norte because of abuses committed during the mass expulsion of foreigners early last year and the above mentioned Muxinda case; Cuando Cubango because of the court case against the former governor who is accused of having ordered or at least tolerated the execution of 8 persons accused of sorcery (the so called “Kamutukuleny case”). He and the former provincial police commander are currently standing trial in the Supreme Court, while defendants of lower ranks were already sentenced last year by the provincial court. In heated debates participants argued over customary and modern state law. Another issue of special attention was how to present suspects within 5 days before a prosecutor, as mandatory under the law of preventive detention, when the nearest prosecutor is as distant as the provincial capital, with no means of transport available. The aim of this program is to convey a better understanding on national and international human rights norms to be observed by the police during their work, with special attention for vulnerable groups, and on the responsibilities of the police in a democratic state ruled by law. 

4. Cooperation with partners

4.1. UN coordination structure for human rights protection 

The Thematic Group on Human Rights is to be the body within the UN Country Team that takes political and strategic decisions on developments and patterns of human rights concerns, whereas the Technical Working Group on Human Rights coordinates with the field and compiles field reports. 

4.1.1. Technical Working Group on Human Rights

During its meeting of 19 January, together with the TCU field advisers, the TWG identified the following issues as the main human rights concerns: access to justice, freedom of expression, right to participation, access to land tenure. The participants decided that the issue of media freedom and in particular of the expansion of the signal of Rádio Ecclésia to other provinces needed special attention, and a separate meeting. They further asked the secretariat to map in which thematic and geographic areas NGOs are working. The group proposed the creation of sub-group for civic education that would accompany the electoral process. Most participants agreed on the need for the UN to improve its advocacy capacity.

4.1.2. UN Thematic Group on Human Rights

Chaired by the Resident Coordinator of the UN System in Angola, the Thematic Group on HR had its first meeting on 2 February. It was attended by all UN agencies, except FAO and WHO, and by representatives of the ICRC and CONGA (the grouping of the international NGOs in Angola). The TG approved the structure proposed and confirmed the need for the establishment of a technical group at the intermediate level. The TG’s secretariat proposed a work plan for the next three months and a methodology for the establishment of a reporting and early-warning structure. Regarding support to the announced elections, the RC confirmed that technical support would be available to the Angolan Government as soon as an official request was made. As key issues he considered the establishment of an independent national electoral commission and the registration of voters. Access to justice and access to land were proposed as two of the possible areas for joint programming between several UN Agencies. As last point the head of the Human Rights Office shared some of the concerns regarding the election of the Ombudsman (“Provedor de Justiça”).

 

4.2. Donors meeting

4.2.1. Recent declarations by the president of the Angolan Bar Association

The public statement made in various media outlets by the president of the Angolan Bar Association that under Angolan law only lawyers registered at the Association were allowed to exercise lawyers’ functions created some confusion among its donors and partners. Although he did not specify names, he accused specific NGOs of committing fraud and charlatanism for economic reasons, under the pretext of assisting the poor and underprivileged with legal advice. With the support of donors and partners, several civil society organizations, among them the Catholic Church, offer assistance to poor persons on how and where to get legal redress. The most well-known among them is “Mãos Livres”. In order to avoid conflict the Office called for a meeting with donors to clarify the situation. The President of the ABA has since made clear that he did not consider pre-legal counselling or social advocacy as an infringement of the quoted law, but welcomed such assistance as important and constructive. 

4.3. Civil society: Alternative forms for the application of justice

Alternatives to the formal application of justice, which in the current framework of evident weaknesses of the present justice institutions could be an added value, were the subject of a workshop with regional participation organized by “Mãos Livres” in December. Whereas the Angolan Bar Association was so far seen as being rather skeptic about such an idea, recent statements of its president showed a more nuanced approach. He affirmed that alternative means of conflict resolution, such as mediation, conciliation or arbitration, could be decisive ways of overcoming existing constraints and reduce the cost of justice. He recommended that Angola should urgently prepare adequate legislation.

4.4. Civil society - UN: The land issue

In January the Office had several working sessions with Fernando Pacheco, the president of ADRA, one of the most influential Angolan NGOs, and FAO on the issue of land rights. The following priority areas emerged for a joint intervention that could also include other partners: the promotion of rights and obligations of the communities that arise from the new land law, including by translating relevant articles into local languages; the organization of a workshop on the land issue, focusing on formal (lawyers and courts) and informal (mediation) conflict resolution methods and mechanisms at the provincial level.

5. Impact and/or concrete achievements resulting from our work

The issue of national human rights institutions (NHRI), and especially of the Ombudsman’s Office, have gained much attention during the reporting period. Last October three members of Parliament toured South Africa and four Latin American countries in order to learn from these countries’ experiences. As a result the National Assembly decided to use the occasion of the celebration of Human Rights Day 2004 to organize a workshop on this issue, and the Human Rights Office contributed to this event by calling in an international expert on NHRI to give guidance. These initiatives have encouraged Parliament and parties to take substantial steps to translate the constitutional norm of an Ombudsman into reality.

The UN/NGO protection mechanism has started to work. Both the Technical WG on Human rights and the Thematic Group on HR held their first exploratory meetings according to the proposed structure. The TWG decided on priorities to monitor, and the TG adopted the work plan and a methodology.

In two provinces, the police implemented a 3-day training program on human rights and civic education. 

One more province received the initial training, evaluation and programming workshop for its local Human Rights Committee – an occasion as well for provincial inputs to the National Human Rights Action Plan.

Some opening has been reached in the discussion of alternative forms of access to justice like mediation, conciliation and arbitration. 

***********
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French text

BUREAU DU HAUT COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME

REPUBLIQUE CENTRAFRICAINE (BONUCA)

Rapport trimestriel

(Période: novembre-décembre 2004 & janvier 2005)

1. Contexte général des droits de l’Homme

La Section des droits de l’Homme a été informée des cas d’atteinte au droit à la vie imputables aux forces de défense et de sécurité et notamment, de la Garde présidentielle, de l’Office Centrale de Répression du Banditisme (OCRB). En outre, elle a reçu des informations et des dénonciations concernant des atteintes à la liberté d’aller et venir, de traitements cruels, inhumains, humiliants et dégradants. 

Bien que la République centrafricaine ait signé et ratifié des instruments juridiques internationaux, des cas d’exécution sommaires, d’atteinte à la liberté d’aller et venir sont quotidiennement commises et signalés tant aux autorités qu’à la section des droits de l’homme. Ainsi, selon des témoignages concordants, des hommes armés  ont abattu publiquement le 13 novembre, le Président de la Délégation Spéciale de la commune d’élevage de Niem-Yéloa ainsi que ses deux fils, par des hommes armés après leur avoir extorqué de l’argent. 

Le crime de braquage est devenu le crime standard pour justifier la garde à vue prolongée des nombreux détenus dans les geôles de l’OCRB. Ces derniers temps, les prétendus braqueurs sont automatiquement abattus au champ de tir et les corps remis aux familles qui n’osent pas se plaindre, craignant les représailles. Ces faits sont portés régulièrement à la connaissance des autorités. Cependant, les méthodes de travail des agents de ce service semblent ne pas émouvoir les autorités de tutelle. 

Il s’agit d’actes contraires aux dispositions pertinentes de l’article 3 du Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques auquel le pays a librement souscrit. 

2. Atteinte à la liberté d’aller et de venir.

Bien que la liberté d’aller et de venir soit fortement protégée par les dispositions pertinentes de l’article 13 de la DUDH et l’article 12 de la Charte africaine des droits de l’Homme et des peuples dûment ratifiés par la RCA, la liberté d’aller et de venir fait l’objet de nombreuses restrictions imposées aux usagers des axes routiers des différentes communes du pays.  Parfois, quoique munis de pièces nationales d’identité de la République centrafricaine, les usagers font l’objet de harcèlements, d’extorsions de fonds et/ou rackets imputables toujours  aux forces de défense et de sécurité. Dans ces barrages, les  musulmans doivent systématiquement verser entre cinq cent à mille francs pour les « formalités » sans délivrance d’un reçu.

L’appareil judiciaire est loin de jouer son rôle de protecteur des droits de l’homme. Il brille par la lenteur et l’incohérence de ses décisions. Les arrestations ne sont pas suivies de procédure d’enquête préliminaire. 

Il en est ainsi de l’ancien Ministre de la santé du régime déchu et député MLPC de la Vakaga, Joseph KALITE,  incarcéré à la maison d’arrêt de Ngaraba depuis le 20 novembre 2004 à la suite des évènements de Birao qui n’a jamais été entendu par le juge d’instruction. Le général Bombayake Ferdinand, poursuivi pour assassinat, reste toujours retenu dans les liens de la prévention en dépit du non-lieu  du juge d’instruction et de la Chambre prononcé le 16 septembre et le 21 décembre. Aucune explication n’a été fournie à la section des droits de l’homme sur ce maintien en détention.

3. Activités de la section  de Bangui, des Antennes de Bouar et de Bossangoa

3.1. Activités de sensibilisation et de dissémination

La Section des droits de l’Homme continue son programme radiophonique à travers les radios locales (Radio NDEKELUKA, Radio Evangile Néhémie et Radio Centrafrique). 

3.2. Ouverture de l’Antenne régionale du BONUCA à Bossangoa

Après le Bureau de Bouar ouvert en août 2002, la section des droits de l’Homme a procéder le 4 novembre, à l’ouverture de la deuxième antenne régionale du BONUCA à Bossangoa à 305 km au Nord de Bangui en présence de plusieurs autorités nationales et étrangères dont les Ministres de la Justice, de l’Intérieur et des Affaires sociales, les Ambassadeurs de France et de Chine, le Directeur de la Division Africa-2, le Représentant du PNUD, de la Francophonie et du RSG.

Cette présence décentralisée du BONUCA sera déterminante pour suivre la situation des droits de l’Homme par l’observation, les investigations et l’assistance judiciaire aux victimes des violations des droits de l’Homme  et pour contribuer au renforcement des capacités régionales en matière de respect et de vulgarisation des droits de l’Homme et des formations destinées à toutes les couches sociales de la région.

Du 9 au 10 novembre, la Section des droits de l’Homme a organisé à l’Ecole Nationale d’Administration et de magistrature (ENAM), en partenariat avec le Ministère de la Justice et le Haut commissariat aux droits de l’Homme chargé de la bonne gouvernance, un séminaire national sur le TIG à l’intention des Magistrats, Préfets, Régisseurs de prison, Commandants de brigade de gendarmerie, commissaires de police et leaders des ONG de promotion et de protection des droits de l’Homme. Ce séminaire avait regroupé une cinquantaine de participants.

A l’issue du séminaire, les participants ont formulé des recommandations relatives à la promulgation du décret d’application de la loi N*00.003 du 4 mai 2003 sur le Travail d’intérêt Général en Centrafrique ainsi que la vulgarisation sur toute l’étendue du territoire national de tous les textes concernant cette alternative à l’incarcération. 

Dans le cadre des festivités marquant la célébration de la Déclaration Universelle des Droits de l’Homme du 10 décembre 1948, la Section des droits de l’Homme a participé à un débat radiodiffusé en direct, organisé par Radio NDEKELUKA, en compagnie du Procureur de la République près le TGI de Bangui, du Président de la Ligue Centrafricaine des Droits de l’Homme (LCDH) et du Haut commissaire aux droits de l’Homme.

Il convient de préciser qu’au cours de ce débat, les préoccupations des auditeurs portaient essentiellement sur le mandat du BONUCA, les exigences liées à la soumission des rapports périodiques en vertu des instruments juridiques auxquels la RCA est partie, les exécutions extrajudiciaires imputables à l’Office Centrafricain de Répression du Banditisme ( OCRB ), les actions des institutions nationales et internationales en faveur de la vulgarisation de la Déclaration Universelle des Droits de l’Homme, le respect des droits de l’Homme par les agents d’application des lois de la République centrafricaine.

4. Coopération avec les différents partenaires

Un staff de la Section des droits de l’Homme a apporté son appui à l’équipe technique de rédaction dans le cadre du Séminaire sur le leadership organisé par la Banque mondiale, le PNUD et le BONUCA en partenariat avec le Gouvernement de la République centrafricaine, à l’intention des autorités et leaders politiques centrafricains à la veille des échéances électorales.     

Une équipe de la Section des droits de l’Homme a rencontré le 26 novembre, Monsieur Désiré YETSWOU ASSOGBAVI, du Bureau de liaison de la Coalition pour la Cour Pénale Internationale, en mission en RCA accompagné de Me Nganatouwa GOUNGAYE WANFIO, Avocat au Barreau de Centrafrique. L’objet de cette rencontre portait respectivement sur les objectifs, le but de la mission et les projets que compte exécuter la Coalition en RCA. Elle a également eu des entretiens avec les membres de la mission de la Fédération Internationale des Ligues des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH) conduite par maître Eric Plouvier. Ladite mission s’inscrit dans le cadre des visites annuelles relatives à la surveillance de la situation des droits de l’homme en RCA.

La section  a participé régulièrement aux réunions de travail dans le cadre des activités relatives à la protection, du plan de contingence et du plan cadre UNDAF.

4.1. Activités « Genre »

Du 21au 22 décembre, la Section des droits de l’Homme a organisé au Centre Jean XXIII à Bangui, un Atelier de formation et de mise en place des mécanismes d’appui aux futures candidates aux élections de 2005. Cet atelier avait regroupé cent vingt et six (126) participantes des membres des ONG et des partis politiques. 

A l’issue de l’atelier, les participantes ont formulé des recommandations visant à garantir une meilleure représentativité des femmes à l’Assemblée nationale et à faciliter leur accès à la gestion des affaires publiques conformément à la résolution 1325 du 31 octobre 2000. Enfin, les femmes ont également recommandé un traitement souple de leurs dossiers  de candidatures.

4.2. Bossangoa et Bouar

La sécurité dans les deux préfectures l’Ouham et la Nana-Membéré est en permanence remise en cause par des attaques armées contre les populations civiles. Au cours de la période sous revue, l’Antenne régionale de Bossangoa a effectué une visite des centres de détentions (Maison d’arrêt, Commissariat de Police et Brigade de Gendarmerie) de Bossangoa et effectué des observations de procès au Tribunal. Elle a également organisé un séminaire à l’intention des ONGs en matière des droits de l’homme. 

L’Antenne de Bossangoa a reçu la visite de Madame Catharina, Déléguée du CICR pour la R.C.A. en visite de travail ainsi qu’une mission des membres de la Coordination Nationale de la CEMI composée de quatre (04) Syndicalistes venus sensibiliser les travailleurs de la Sous-préfecture de l’Ouham, dans le cadre du Référendum. 

5. Impacts des activités

Les nombreuses activités organisées dans le cadre du « Gender » ont favorisé l’enregistrement de plusieurs candidatures (87) des femmes aux prochaines législatives.

On note par ailleurs, une étroite synergie entre le BONUCA et le FNUAP depuis l’instauration du volet genre au sein du BONUCA.

Par ailleurs, les séries de visites à l’OCRB et au Parquet de Bangui ont permis la libération le 17 janvier sur instruction du Parquet de deux Congolaises de la RDC détenues à l’OCRB pour braquage le 1er décembre, à l’issue d’une perquisition menée à leur domicile par l’Office Centrafricain de Répression du Banditisme (OCRB). 

Suite aux émissions sur les droits de l’Homme et les différentes formations organisées, les cas de violations des droits de l’Homme sont régulièrement signalés par les victimes elles-mêmes à la Section des droits de l’Homme.

***********
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DIVISION DES DROITS DE L’HOMME

Rapport couvrant la période du 1er janvier au 15 février 2005

1. Introduction

La situation des droits de l’homme au cours des mois de janvier et février ne s’est pas améliorée sur l’ensemble du territoire national. 

Elle s’est même dégradée avec la multiplication des incidents à caractère sécuritaire dans la partie du territoire sous contrôle du Gouvernement qui ont entraîné de graves violations des droits de l’homme, notamment des exécutions sommaires dans la ville d’Abidjan et ses environs, des enlèvements suivis de mauvais traitements, des extorsions de biens, des rackets et des entraves aux libertés de déplacement. 

Dans la partie des territoires sous administration des ex-rebelles, il est signalé des cas d’arrestation, de règlement de compte aboutissant parfois à des exécutions sommaires et des entraves importantes à la liberté de circulation. 

Dans la zone de confiance, l’insécurité ne cesse de s’agrandir avec de nombreuses incursions des différentes parties au conflit entraînant des violations graves de droits de l’homme. L’existence de coupeurs de routes qui opèrent dans plusieurs villages de cette zone contribue sensiblement aux violations des droits de l’homme. Les villages sont attaqués et les biens des particuliers et des voyageurs sont confisqués ou emportés. L’absence de l’administration et de ses autorités dans cette zone est aussi source de violations. La police et le système judiciaire n’existent pas; ce qui entraîne naturellement l’impunité des auteurs des violations des droits de l’homme.

La situation reste préoccupante au regard de la multiplicité des acteurs, auteurs de violations sus-mentionées. Outre les forces de défense et de sécurité en zone gouvernementale, qui continuent de conduire des opérations de racket et d’atteintes aux droits des individus, il faut noter les agissements des Forces nouvelles qui opèrent dans les zones nord du pays et les nombreux groupes armés ainsi que des milices qui sont très opérationnels dans la ville d’Abidjan et dans l’Ouest du pays. 

La Division des droits de l’homme reste très préoccupée par cette situation de violations continue des droits de l’homme. Elle a conduit des missions de monitoring qui ont permis de documenter ces nombreuses violations. 

La Division des droits de l‘homme a aussi pris part à de nombreuses réunions avec des partenaires intéressés par des questions humanitaires, de droits de l’homme et de protection.

2. Monitoring des droits de l’homme

La Division des droits de l’homme (DDH) a conduit des missions de monitoring et d’établissement des faits sur  les cas de violations de droits de l’homme portés à sa connaissance. 

A cet effet, la DDH assistée de la  police civile de l’ONUCI (CIVPOL) a conduit une dizaine de  missions d’enquête dans la commune d’Adjamé et ses environs où de nombreuses violations des droits de l’homme ont été imputées aux Forces de défense et de sécurité  ainsi qu’aux milices se vantant d’agir pour le compte du camp présidentiel. Depuis le début du mois de janvier jusqu’à ce jour, ces missions régulières ont permis de réduire la fréquence des rackets et des autres exactions.  Pendant cette période, la DDH s’est investie à établir les faits sur les affrontements entre les milices membres du GPP et les forces de l’ordre et les commerçants qui ont fait plusieurs morts.

La DDH a tenu régulièrement des sessions de travail avec les Ministères des Droits de l’homme, de la Défense et de la Sécurité Intérieure pour discuter des cas de violations des droits de l’homme qui se commettent régulièrement dans la ville d’Abidjan. Ces différentes réunions ont permis de passer en revue les cas de violations des droits de l’homme commises par les forces de l’ordre et de défense. Un Comité de suivi des violations des droits de l’homme a été mis en place au cours d’une réunion qui a regroupé des représentants des Forces de Défense et de sécurité, le Ministère des droits de l’homme, la Division des droits de l’homme et la CIVPOL.

Pendant la période sous revue, la DDH assistée de la Police Civile de l’ONUCI a conduit plusieurs missions d’enquête et de monitoring à Abidjan, à Daloa et à Bouaké en rapport avec les allégations de violations des droits de l’homme

A l’intérieur du pays, les bureaux de terrain ont conduit plusieurs missions de monitoring qui ont permis de documenter de nombreux cas de violations des droits de l’homme.

Le Chef de la Division des droits de l’homme accompagné des coordinateurs des Unités de Protection et documentation et de Coopération technique ont conduit une mission d’une semaine à l’intérieur du pays, dans les localités où existent les bureaux de terrain de la Division des droits de l’homme. Cette mission les a conduit à Bouaké, Daloa, Duekoué, Guiglo et Yamoussoukro. 
3. Activités de promotion et de protection 

3.1. Activités de protection menées par la Division des droits de l’homme 

La Division des droits de l’homme a également continué à recevoir des cas de personnes menacées qui sollicitent la protection. La division a plaidé leur cas auprès des autorités nationales ou auprès des partenaires en vue d’assurer leur éloignement ou leur apporter assistance.

La Division des droits de l’homme a aussi continué à organiser les rencontres du Groupe Sectoriel de Protection composé des Agences des Nations unies, des représentants des Institutions ivoiriennes  et des ONG pour faire une évaluation hebdomadaire de la situation  des droits de l’homme et proposer des actions immédiates à prendre dans le domaine de la protection et des droits de l’homme.  

3.2. Activités de promotion des droits de l’homme

La Division des droits de l’homme a contribué aux  «  induction courses » au profit des militaires observateurs et du nouveau personnel civil de la Mission. Elle a également contribué  aux formations organisées par l’unité de training sur les abus et exploitations sexuelles à l’endroit des contingents et des CIVPOL. Elle soutient les initiatives des ONG de droits de l’homme et de la société civile dans la promotion des droits de l’homme.

3.3. Activités avec les partenaires

Au cours de ces deux mois, la Division des droits de l’homme a continué à organiser les réunions hebdomadaires du groupe sectoriel protection qui regroupe les représentants des institutions gouvernementales en charge des questions des droits de l’homme, les agences de coopération, les Agences du Système des Nations unies, les autres unités de l’ONUCI qui ont dans leur mandat les questions des droits de l’homme et les organisations de la société civile. Au cours de ces réunions, les questions de droits de l’homme, militaire, sécuritaire et humanitaire sont évoquées et suivies.

La division a également pris part aux réunions du Groupe de Travail Protection (GTP) qui regroupe les Agences des Nations Unies ayant dans leur mandat le problème de la protection et les ONG qui traitent de cette question. Il s’agit essentiellement de la protection de  réfugiés, des personnes déplacées, et d’autres personnes vulnérables.

La Division des droits de l’homme a pris part aux réunions d’information humanitaire organisées par les acteurs humanitaires en Côte d’Ivoire et à celle du IAHC (Inter agencies humanitarian coordination). 
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1. Political context

The peace process remained deadlocked.  However, while the situation between Eritrea and Ethiopia remained far from ideal, there were some positive developments in areas relating to UNMEE operations. On the Eritrean side, UNMEE experienced a decline in restrictions on its freedom of movement; a cessation of anti-UNMEE statements by officials; and a significant decrease in the number of detentions of locally recruited United Nations staff.  However, the main supply road Barentu-Karen Asmara still remains closed to UNMEE.

The SRSG travelled to New York during the reporting period, where he stressed the need for the Witnesses to the Algiers Agreements and other stakeholders to be more proactive and to take the necessary measures to break the deadlock.  Meanwhile, the UN Security Council adopted resolution 1560 (2004), once again reaffirming the position of the international community on the final and binding nature of the EEBC decision and accordingly, calling upon the Parties to respect the decision and to further engage in dialogue.

A review was carried out of the effectiveness of UNMEE in order to develop recommendations for the Council’s consideration on how the Mission’s operations might be adjusted and streamlined.  During the exercise, various options were studied. The SG report dated 2 September, recommended a slight increase of UNMEE Human rights Office, which is yet to be implemented.  In his report to the Security Council in December, the Secretary-General encouraged the implementation of technical cooperation projects in the area of human rights by both Ethiopia and Eritrea.

2. Executive summary

The UNMEE Human Rights Office continues monitoring and investigating activities particularly in light of the reduced strength of armed peacekeepers within the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ). HRO sub-offices in the TSZ continued to collect information on various cases involving civilians, and reported on cases of both arbitrary and lawful detentions, disappearances as well as suspected abductions. The HRO also monitored the conditions of Ethiopians living in Ethiopia and vice versa, ensuring the humane treatment of each other’s nationals in both countries in pursuance of the human rights mandate of UNMEE. 

The HRO recently conducted a needs assessments mission for the implementation of technical cooperation. In late January the CHRO completed a successful preliminary mission to Ethiopia and met with various key Ethiopian interlocutors led by the Minister of Justice. 
3. Human rights situation and other concerns 

The Ethiopian Government recently issued new Directives with respect to Eritreans living in Ethiopia. Although directives under the Ethiopian legal system are only administrative regulations, nonetheless, the issuing of these directives, at this point in time, is a positive gesture. The beneficiaries are Eritreans who have always lived in Ethiopia and those outside Ethiopia, who are willing to renounce any new nationality that they may have acquired and adopt Ethiopian nationality. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia does not provide for a dual nationality. In this connection, the HR Office had a number of consultative meetings with various international organizations, in relation to its recently launched consultancy research on “the nationality directives that affect Eritreans living in Ethiopia”. 

Regarding Eritreans living in Ethiopia, UNHCR was inundated with applications for resettlement for a third country. In response to these new applications, UNHCR informed applicants of the existence of these directives, of which, they should avail themselves. It appears that these applicants were either permanent residents or citizens of Ethiopia, and thus could not legally benefit from the resettlement Programme.   Meanwhile, the office continues to give high priority to cases involving unaccompanied Eritrean minors crossing into Ethiopia. In October, it became apparent that Ethiopian officials of the State of Tigray were considering putting in place a policy to immediately force back those unaccompanied minors who are illegally crossing into Ethiopia. The office expressed its concern about such policy with Ethiopian officials and had sought clarification from UNHCR and ICRC in Ethiopia. In its future plans, the HRO-UNMEE will consult with various interlocutors: the Ethiopian Security Office, UNHCR, ICRC, with a view to discussing appropriate measures with respect to crossover cases of unaccompanied Eritrean minors. 

Eritrean nationals continued to cross into Ethiopia on a regular basis and an alarming increase in the number of Eritrean civilians’ crossing-over into Ethiopia, seeking asylum.  According to UNHCR and ARRA (Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs) on an average 200 people crossing over into Ethiopia were registered every month. In September, 37 of those unaccompanied Eritrean minors in Indabaguna (Ethiopia) were repatriated back to Eritrea through the ICRC.  In this connection, UNHCR in Asmara and HRO – UNMEE was planning to establish a joint monitoring system to check on the situation of Eritrean minors after being repatriated from Ethiopia. 

Throughout the reporting period, the Human Rights Office followed up cases of the five Eritrean men had been reported arrested since June 2004 and thereafter accused of “spying” by the Ethiopians. They were detained in Axum prison. Following our various interactions with the police and judicial authorities, the President of the Axum Court informed HRO that three of the six Eritrean nationals who had been detained have been released. According to reliable information, the remaining others is still awaiting a final decision from the Axum court on whether or not they should be released very soon. 

Cases of arbitrary arrests of UNMEE national staff in Eritrea, who continued to be detained for evading Eritrean national service, were worrisome. On 25 October, HRO learnt that one UNMEE staff member was arrested in Asmara and released one week thereafter. The circumstances of his arrest and whereabouts continued to be unknown. A total of fifty UNMEE staff members had been arrested since the beginning of 2004 of which four remained unaccounted for. HRO is seriously concerned about the well-being and the security of the staff members who are still detained.  

Although there were fewer reported cases of civilian border crossings from both Ethiopia and Eritrea in January, HRO received two credible reports of alleged abduction of Ethiopian civilians by Eritrean military personnel under circumstances that raise fresh concerns about the heightening of tensions in the border areas of the Central Sector.

In the first case, six Ethiopian boys, all aged between 10 and 13 years, went missing from the Ethiopian village of Kafna on 10 January and their whereabouts remained unknown until they were located four days later in the custody of the Eritrean police near Senafe. Some people who claimed to have been witnesses to the abduction reported seeing the six minors kneeling down with weapons pointed at them by men in uniform shortly before they were taken by force to Eritrea. 

In the second reported case of possible abduction, an Ethiopian farmer went missing from his village of Adibrha on 21 January. According to unconfirmed reports, five armed Eritrean personnel in uniform, who had apparently infiltrated his village, abducted the man.  

4. Monitoring of IDP’s and refugees camps

4.1. Visit to Shimelba refugee camp 

The relocation of Eritrean refugees to Shimelba camp as previously recommended by   HRO was completed in mid June 2004. HRO continues to visit the Shimelba refugee camp in Northern Ethiopia and according to the latest data dated August 2004, nearly 8,215 persons were living in the camp, out of which a total of 5,696 males and 2,519 females. However, during the reporting period, monthly influxes of 230 new arrivals were reported by UNHCR. Although the security situation in the camp has improved, however, refugees continue to face critical humanitarian needs, such as, lack of drinking water, shortage of basic medical items, lack of adequate foods supplies.

5. Humanitarian issues/concerns:

HRO continues to address on the plight of humanitarian situation of IDP’s living in the TSZ and the adjacent areas.  For example 2,500 persons of Eritrean origin, who crossed into Ethiopia before and during the war, were living in very poor conditions in Andaba, close to Bure (SE Ethiopia). The ICRC, UNHCR and OCHA had been informed about their situation and HRO would continue to advocate for humanitarian assistance to this population. Furthermore, HRO continues to be concerned about the conditions of living of the Afar population (of which some are internally displaced). Physical conditions in the Afar region are extremely harsh, and there is a lack of access to water, health care and health facilities, and education. Malnutrition, as a result of inadequate food aid, is currently also of serious cause of concern. 

HRO was informed by ERREC that about 150 IDP families, housed in Debayisima (within the TSZ) and Gibdo, lost their IDP status recently and, as a result, their food aid rations were halved. The families living in these camps had told HRO that they were afraid to return to their pre-war homes; unless demarcation would take place. HRO has raised its concerns with regards to this population both locally and centrally, with humanitarian agencies. Populations giving especial cause for concern include: IDP populations housed in Debaysima (TSZ) and Gibdo: need for increased food aid, access to education and healthcare, a grinding mill, and assistance with a farming project in Gibdo valley. The Afar population of Andaba (Ethiopia) urgently needed access to clean water and medical assistance. The Eritrean villages of Balabui, Moriansegen and Sirori in the TSZ urgently needed access to clean water. 

The HR Office regularly visited IDPs camps from Adi Keshi, which would be relocated soon. The Government of Eritrea initiated a registration process after the national authorities had intensified the de-mining activities in Shilalo and neighbouring villages, in order to facilitate the return of IDPs in the area. Additionally, the office continued to monitor the living conditions of the IDPs in Shambiko camp. According to the camp Administrator, some 628 families with 2250 persons had been sheltered in the camp (1150 children and 580 women). 

6. Monitoring the treatment by Ethiopia and Eritrea of each other’s nationals

During the reporting period, HRO interviewed 43 persons of Ethiopian origin out of the reported 219 that were repatriated from Eritrea to Ethiopia on 27 August. Human rights concerns raised during interviews included allegations about arbitrary/illegal detention, ill treatment while kept in detention. Many interviewees reported that they had been strip-searched and their personal belongings frequently confiscated by the Eritrean authorities during the repatriation process. 

Similarly, 93 persons of Eritrean origin, including 37 minors, were repatriated from Ethiopia to Eritrea under ICRC auspices on 3 September. During interviews conducted by HRO, most of them pointed out being aware of the new Ethiopian Nationality law, which seeks to normalize the status of Eritreans living in Ethiopia. However, it appears that the Eritreans living in Ethiopia express doubt about the effectiveness of these laws as it could imply for them to permanently change their present nationality into Ethiopian and/or renounce de facto to their present Eritrean citizenship, which they objected.  Additionally, many interviewees reiterated complaints about the lengthy delays in the processing of repatriations up to one year before the deadline.

7. Human rights activities  

CHRO met with His Excellency Ato Abay Tekle, the newly appointed Ethiopian Ombudsman, on 22 October. The meeting was aimed at establishing working relations and assessing the effectiveness of the Ombudsman activities. Although, he expressed regret for not being fully operational since the appointment, he, however, reiterated optimism for the future to fully discharge the mandate. He highlighted the current budgetary constraints and lack of human resource and called upon the international community for prompt assistance. In conclusion, the Ombudsman also called on UNMEE/HRO to assist his Office in capacity building and training activities of his yet to be recruited staff.

CHRO attended the First AU Conference on “African National Human Rights Institutions” in Addis Ababa from 18-20 October, under the auspices of the AU in conjunction with the Regional Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The main objective of the conference was to review the Paris Principles (the main UN guidelines with respect to establishing national human rights institutions). Approximately twenty representatives from African human rights national institutions attended the conference. In a final communiqué adopted, participants pointed out the need for National Human rights Institutions to enhance future cooperation with all relevant partners; to advocate strongly for their autonomous financial requirements, in order to foster their independence; to monitor and investigate fully all human rights issues, i.e. matters pertaining to governance, democracy, peace, security and the rights for development.

From 6 to 8 December, HRO participated at the “ African Dialogue” in Addis Ababa organized by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on: “Strengthening the African Human Rights Systems: The role of the Judiciary and Parliaments”. Human rights experts also attended the gathering from different countries, both governmental and the civil society members, i.e., judges, parliamentarians, UN personnel and leading human rights NGO...

HRO organized various ceremonies to mark the International Human Rights Day 2004 on December 10th. In Addis Ababa, the ceremony took place at the African Union Conference Hall and was attended by over 250 people. The focus of the commemoration this year was “human rights education” and emphasis in Ethiopia and Eritrea was made on the rights of the disabled person. There were songs, poems competitions, skits and drama sessions realised by students from the blind, the deaf and the physically handicapped schools. These events were covered widely in the media and had a good impact on the population in this country. 

Human Rights Day activities were carried out also in Asmara, Mekelle and Adigrat. In Mekelle, the Sub-Human Rights Office in Mekelle and HRO provided the required assistance with the programme at Mekelle University. The program was turned over to university staff that made a presentation and led a discussion on Human Rights and HIV/AIDS. For the afternoon session, a drama team from the Youth Association of the State of Tigray gave a performance on women, work and HIV/AIDS discrimination that would constitute human rights violations. 

From 31 January to 6 February, the CHRO conducted a needs assessment mission in Addis Ababa regarding the implementation of technical cooperation programmes, and met with various government officials. The meetings come in the wake of the Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council in which the Secretary General encouraged the implementation of technical cooperation projects in the domain of human rights. Thematics working sessions were conducted with the following partners:

On 1 February, the CHRO had a meeting with the Vice-Commissioner of the Ethiopian Federal Police, whom he briefed about our current HR training activities to build the capacity of the Ethiopian law enforcement personnel in the Central Sector. The interlocutor pointed out that many police officers had benefited from training conducted by the Government with the assistance of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). However, he indicated that there was still room for more collaboration with other partners who had the ability to provide support in this critical sector and encourage HRO to have technical discussion with National Police College. 

On 3 February, the CHRO also met with the Ethiopian Minister of Justice, with whom he discussed various capacity building projects in the field of justice. A 4-year program of capacity building for the judiciary and other rule of law institutions in the country was being implemented with support from donors, adding that under this program the Government hoped to train 4,500 police officers, prosecutors, judges and other relevant officials. HRO was invited to have more technical meetings with experts from the Ministry assess and adopt a plan of action for the future trainings activities 

On 4 February, the CHRO met with the Head of the Democratization Department with the Ministry of Federal Affairs in Addis Ababa. This Department is in charge of the democratization process (good governance and conflict prevention and resolutions efforts) targeting the four less-developed regions, namely Afar, Somali, Gambella and Beni Shangul Gumuz. Finally, he mentioned that his Department would be very much keen to work closely with HRO in areas of human rights training in those regions, if possible in the future.   

8. Other external meetings

UNMEE HRO staff participated in several technical meetings, i.e. (working and thematic groups) gathering of both international and local organisations, donors- counterparts and UNCT members.

On 12 October, HRO participated in the Child Protection Working Group meetings, involving UNICEF, ICRC, and UNHCR in Asmara. During last meeting, the CPWG conducted a mapping exercise around child protection issues in Eritrea.  The participants filled out a simple matrix in order to map out child protection intervention in Eritrea as part of the group’s efforts towards Joint Programme (JP) for the year 2005.  The matrix was filled out in order to identify common issues of concerns, which then would need to be worked out in more detail. 

The HRO continued to be involved in Human Rights Based Approach working group with UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, and UNHCHR. During last meetings, participants adopted the term of reference of the working group underlying some keys priority areas in the area, and the modalities for the organization of a 3 days workshops gathering all UNCT and Programme Manager of agencies. It should be noted that the establishment of RBA working group was a positive step and follow a recommendation made by UNMEE/CHRO, during our one-day session gathering of Head of Agencies in October. 

The HR Office was requested, during the reporting period, to provide some technical expertise, to be members of a panel to review “UNDP Training Manual on Human Rights and Sustainable Human Development” as well as the EU projects review committee, regarding all potential projects submitted to EU from national and international organization in Asmara for funding.  An UNMEE/HRO input was very much appreciated by board members during these meetings.  

HRO provided contribution on gender perspective within the Human Rights Section, focusing on the monitoring, promotional and training activities of women and children in post conflict situations. The document also highlighted main challenges ahead in promoting gender issues, although lacking necessary budgetary support. HRO contribution was being incorporated in the UNMEE concept paper on the “Evolving Role of Women in Peacekeeping and Peace building” that would be used for the African Women’s Regional Conference scheduled for 06 to 14 October in Addis Ababa.

9. Human rights promotional activities

UNMEE HRO continued to provide HR induction briefings to newly arriving peacekeepers as well as UNMO. Additionally during past months, following constructive cooperation with Ethiopian officials, the office was able to provide HR trainings sessions for law enforcements officials, prisons officials, youth and women’s association.

On 07 September, the office conducted a human rights training programme for prison officials of Adigrat Prison (Sector Centre), gathering nearly 24 participants. Topic of discussions focused on “National and international HR protection mechanism; Ethiopian Constitution and the protection of persons under detention or imprisonment in accordance with international HR standards”. The Ethiopian Constitution and other pertinent HR International provisions such as the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment and Ethiopian law, were all translated in Amharic or Tigrina local languages and thereafter distributed to various participants. 

On 09 October, the office conducted one-day session on “Human Rights – Law and Sustainable Development” for 22 members of the Youth Association of the State of Tigray in Mekelle. During that gathering, representatives from the Ethiopian Human Rights Council attended this session. Participants highlighted, in their discussions, human rights and child rights concerns in Ethiopia, and the need to foster the “rule of law system”. Finally, the impact of Youth Association to advance the promotion of human rights and contribute to a sustainable development was emphasized as well.

During the celebration of the International Day of Peace, HRO had a session on the “Role of Women in Peace Process” with 25 members of the NUEW (National Union for Eritrean Women) in Assab. Five female KENBAT soldiers also participated in the event as well as representatives from the local authority. HRO made a presentation that focused on the importance of greater tolerance among people and recalled UN resolution 55/252 “declaring that the International Day of Peace shall be observed as a day of global ceasefire & non-violence.”

10. Opening of HR Sub office in Mekelle

In order to mainstream HRO activities in the Sectors, UNMEE/HRO made operational a sub office located in Mekelle (Ethiopia) early September. The opening of Mekelle Sub office, which was warmly welcomed by our local partners, would enable HRO to conduct an effective HR monitoring in the State of Tigray region (Ethiopia) and to conduct various HR promotional activities targeting women, youth and judicial authorities. It should be noted that Mekelle HRO Sub Office presently has 2 staff.

11. Cooperation with partners

The cooperation with the Eritrean local authorities in Assab (Sector East) significantly improved. The office received the support to carry out additional human rights promotional activities and to conduct training workshops on women’s rights (in the context of HIV/AIDS) targeting Bure town (Ethiopia) residents and members from the local Red Crescent Association. Additionally, UNMEE/HRO continues to enjoy a constructive working relation with Ethiopian partners. 
12. Impact and achievements

A positive impact continued to be made noticeable, during our monitoring and follow up of crossover incidents. With such monitoring and follow up case, Ethiopian and Eritrean authorities were continuously reminded that they were to treat those Ethiopian or Eritrean crossovers in accordance with relevant international standards.

Subsequently, our various HRO promotional activities (briefing/lectures) received high appreciation from various partners (mainly police and government officials in Ethiopia. Although HRO currently lacked proper funds to cover those programs, however, more and more increasing demand was requested, during the reporting period from both parties.  In this connection, HRO has initiated small fund raising appeal to some Embassies to assist in the implementation of those HRO programs.

Following the preliminary needs assessment mission conducted in Ethiopia regarding the implementation of technical cooperation programmes, HRO was pleased to acknowledge that all interlocutors warmly welcomed such constructive consultation that could strengthen capability-building efforts of national institutions.
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1. Executive summary 

· Violations of detention standards, including the 48 hour Constitutional limit on police custody, continue to be the norm, despite regular HRPS intervention. 

· Delays in the reestablishment of functioning courts in all counties exacerbate custody and detention problems, leading to repeated human rights violations for many detainees, coupled with a reinforcement of the culture of impunity for serious crimes. 

· Access to justice for juvenile suspects and victims is particularly problematic. National authorities lack capacity to independently investigate in accordance with the law, the continuing high number of reported sexual assaults against children. 

· Very weak rule of law in Sector Four is highlighted by a series of violent riots.

· The Nimba Peace and reconciliation Commission aims to address outstanding issues of conflict in that County.

· A final agreement is reached on the draft Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act, paving the way for its presentation to the NTLA for adoption. 

· No further progress on the passage of the draft Independent National Human Rights Commission Act through the NTLA. 

· Promotion and capacity-building activities are severely limited due to the absence of any budget.

2. Human rights context

2.1. Liberia National Police (LNP)

Across Liberia, violation of the 48 hour custody limit contained in Article 21 (f) of the Constitution, whether by design or due to absence of crucial logistics and court facilities has become entrenched practice. The absence of functioning courts in some counties increases this problem, while police lack vehicles to take suspects to adjoining jurisdictions where there are courts. LNP officers at times appear unaware of or unwilling to meet this legal obligation. In December, LNP officers were deployed to several areas of Sector Four but numbers are still inadequate to cover the area. In Bomi County, LNP officers are unable to meet the 48 hours custody rule as there are no courts functioning in that county and no vehicles available to bring suspects to Monrovia.

Lack of appreciation of the right to be arrested only on adequate lawful grounds, as well as basic police techniques, were highlighted during the reporting period by three cases of mass arrest of suspects who were later released without charge. More than 100 people were detained in November in the aftermath of the Monrovia riots. These people were largely charged with “terrorist threat”, which is very vaguely defined and is thus open to abuse. In January, 158 people were arrested in Monrovia by LNP and CIVPOL on drugs charges but within two days almost all had been released with no charge. Also in January, 89 people were arrested in Buchanan in relation to a property dispute, after being held for two days in a single cell of 18 square metres, all were released without charge. These mass arrests without apparent lawful basis are redolent of the oppressive tactics of the earlier regime and highlight the need for ongoing retraining of LNP officers. 

Some police officers lack appreciation of their duty to enforce the law without fear or favour. This has been noted particularly in cases involving former rebel leaders; LNP officers have in several instances agreed to abuse their power as directed by the former commanders against local inhabitants, including child ex-combatants. LNP officers also seem to lack clarity regarding the distinction between their role and that of private security firms.  

2.2. Courts and Judiciary

The Liberian court system operates very inefficiently and in its current state lacks capacity to deal with pending criminal charges; in those counties where there are no operational courts, suspects and victims are forced to rely on informal resolution mechanisms which do not protect due process rights guaranteed under the international treaties to which Liberia is a party and the Constitution of Liberia. Many judges and magistrates, a number of whom are not formally qualified for their position, fail to accept or understand the special duty owed by them to the community. The continuing weaknesses of the judicial system, and lack of motivation on the part of Liberian jurists to address these failings, demand immediate action by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

In January, the Circuit Court Judge of Grand Gedeh County ordered the execution by hanging of three men alleged to have committed murder. It appears that following the conclusion of the police investigation, which found that the men should be charged with assault but not murder, a private complainant approached the Judge directly and paid LD$2,000 for him to investigate and determine the case. There is no legal provision for this action. The Judge then issued arrest warrants for the men, conducted his own investigation without the police and declared that the men were guilty and would be executed. In addition to the clear and numerous breaches of international human rights fair trial standards, the Constitution and the Criminal Procedure Code, the circumstances of the case raise obvious questions regarding bribery of a judicial official.  

2.3. Very poor detention conditions

Detention conditions in Monrovia and the counties are not improving. Cells are generally overcrowded and unfit for habitation. Although Monrovia central prison is designed to hold only 150 people, by the end of January approximately 350 were located there. Legal assistance is generally unavailable to detainees or of low standard. Essential structural improvements in many prisons or police holding cells, including plumbing, cannot be performed for want of funding. There is no regular budget support for the feeding of detainees and prisoners. Facilities outside Monrovia are most vulnerable to abuse, due to the increased logistic difficulties and lack of personnel. However, some fundamental rights are regularly violated even where they could be protected, for example, in the failure of police and corrections officers to provide medical treatment to ill prisoners. Escapes are commonplace. However, it does appear that LNP officers are now making an effort to separate male and female and juvenile suspects.
Lengthy or inappropriate pre-trial detention is the norm in Liberia; only three of the more than 350 detainees at Monrovia Central prison have been convicted. One detainee in Saniquellie Prison claimed to have been held in pre-trial detention since 9 February 2004.

Prisons outside Monrovia generally do not have care, thus management in unable to transport ill prisoners for medical treatment. Lack of transport also impedes the delivery of release orders to the prisons, and defendants to court appearances.

2.4. Women’s rights

Upon the orders of the District Superintendent and Clan Chief, six women accused of witchcraft in Grand Gedeh County were illegally detained, forced to endure a trial by ordeal and otherwise assaulted. The women were released following HRPS and police intervention. While in Zwedru, the women stayed with police officers for their protection. Older, single women are particularly vulnerable to such allegations. 

2.5. Child protection

The promotion of child welfare is not a priority issue for the NTGL. Frequently, child victims of crime, including sexual assault, do not receive the protections they are entitled to under international standards. A number of cases reported to HRPS have not been investigated or prosecuted in accordance with the law. Police, courts and prosecution appear to give little attention to such cases, and HRPS intervention and support is required to promote prosecution. In January, HRPS was advised by LNP officers that they could not take a case of rape of a 13 year old child to Court without a medical examination, as on other occasions the Magistrate had refused to hear the arrest/detention review without such evidence. Police released the suspect without charge. HRPS supports the investigation of sexual assaults against children by facilitating medical examination, psycho-social counselling etc. However, this role should be performed by the national authorities. In addition, the very poor conditions of orphanages violate fundamental rights, such as education, health care and social and personal development. A number of orphanages are not regulated.  

Criminal cases involving juvenile offenders are frequently handled in violation of the Juvenile Justice Procedure Code. HRPS has been advised that the Juvenile Judge tends to release juvenile suspects without bail, instructing them to negotiate a settlement to the case. Juveniles continue to be brought to Monrovia Central Prison on the order of magistrates other than the Juvenile Judge, which is unlawful under the Juvenile Court Procedure Code.  Furthermore, several of the judges issuing the detention orders have been warned repeatedly by the Chief Justice of the Liberian Supreme Court to cease exercising jurisdiction over juveniles, to no avail. The absence of Juvenile Courts in counties outside Monrovia reinforces a sense of impunity for juvenile offenders.

Poor case management at the courts frequently leads to children being tried and detained as adults, and vice versa, on the basis of inaccurate data. There are no State-regulated measures in place to ensure that the fair trial rights of juvenile defendants are protected. 

Children Associated with the Fighting Forces (CAFF), are vulnerable to harassment and extortion by former commanders. In the absence of social services and under the continued influence of former commanders, CAFF may be encouraged to resort to crime to survive. Repatriation of foreign CAFF and return of Liberian CAFF to this country is ongoing. 
2.6. Reestablishment of national authority in the counties

Following UNMIL intervention, the NTGL Chairman appointed a private company to manage the Guthrie Rubber Plantation. However, no action has been taken to remove the LURD former fighters from the plantation, who effectively control the large IDP population which lives there under extremely poor conditions. HRPS plans to conduct a follow-up mission to check the human rights situation, as it is expected that IDPs will return to the area shortly.  

A series of violent demonstrations involving thousands of protestors took place in Maryland County in January, in response to allegations of ritual killing and witchcraft, highlighting the absence of rule of law in Sector Four due to the prolonged absence of functioning police, judicial and corrections authorities. The rioting and vigilantism, including an attack on the Harper police station, were an extreme, yet foreseeable, response to the lack of access to justice in the county. Generally, national authority in the counties is weak, with particular problems relating to the functioning of the judiciary and police investigations. 

2.7. Return of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

Organised returns of IDPs commenced in early November. Minor difficulties noted at the beginning of the programme, in relation to accurate registration of returnees and the provision of onward transport, were resolved quickly. HRPS is working with agencies organising the returns to ensure that human rights concerns are include in the process, particularly relating to particularly vulnerable IDPs, such as victims of sexual assault. There are concerns that some counties have been declared safe for returns despite ongoing security problems. Gbarpolu County, in particular, was declared safe despite the fact that there is still no permanent deployment of UNMIL military, police or national judicial authorities. HRPS continues to monitor conditions in IDP camps.

Liberian refugees have spontaneously returned from countries including Guinea, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire, ahead of organized UNHCR returns. The return of refugees from Côte d’Ivoire has been stimulated in part by the recent return to conflict in that country, which has also led to approximately 20,000 Ivorian refugees seeking protection in Liberia, particularly in Nimba and Grand Gedeh Counties. 
3. Highlights of HR activities and events (undertaken by the office or supported by the office)

3.1. Independent National Commission on Human Rights

The draft Act to establish the Independent National Commission on Human Rights (INCHR) has been stalled at the NTLA following its second reading. It appears that the NTLA do not consider this a priority, although the INCHR’s establishment is provided for in the CPA. Work continues on developing the National human Rights Action Plan. 

3.2. Truth and Reconciliation Commission

HRPS conducted lobbying and public awareness activities to promote the adoption of the draft Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) Act. Following a lengthy series of discussions with stakeholders, amendments were made to the draft Act resolving three outstanding issues: (1) that the TRC will be composed solely of Liberian citizens; (2) that a Technical Advisory Committee composed of international experts will be established; and (3) that the NTLA will confirm the appointment of the commissioners already selected by the NTGL Chairman. In January, HRPS met with the NTLA Speaker, who expressed his full support for the draft TRC Act. However, although the establishment of the TRC is provided for in the CPA, this issue appears to lack the support of many political leaders, who would likely be identified as perpetrators or accomplices in any future truth-telling activity. HRPS continues to undertake public information activities on the reconciliation process, including through radio programmes and public meetings.  
3.3. CRAC assessment in Sector Four

HROs participated in County Reconciliation Assessment Committee (CRAC) meetings and visits in Sector Four. The counties were found to be stable but in dire need of additional resources for minimum acceptable levels of sanitation, health, water, education and rule of law.  
3.4. Human rights training and promotion

Child rights training sessions were provided to teachers, prosecutors and county attorneys in Bong County and to the NGO coalition group NGO Forum. Child protection and sexual assault training was provided to LNP officers and to incoming MILOBs. The 16 days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence campaign included public meetings and training on women’s and child rights. HRPS provided training on interview and investigation to monitors participating in the UNDP human rights mapping exercise. HROs provided training on human rights to SENBATT in Maryland County and to LNP officers in Margibi County. HROs in Montserrado County conducted workshops with CIVPOL and Civil Affairs Officers for high school and university students on freedom of demonstration and public order in response to recent demonstrations in Monrovia. HRPS staff in the capital and in the counties conducted a series of public information activities in the lead-up to the main celebration of International Human Rights Day on 10 December. Human rights promotion is severely limited due to the absence of any budgetary support for these activities. 

3.5. Nimba County Peace and Reconciliation Conference 

In January, HROs attended the Nimba Peace and Reconciliation Conference, together with county NTGL representatives, NGOs and delegations from the Mandingo and Mano tribes. The discussions revealed that there is still a degree of tension between the tribes in the county. Some discriminatory comments were made against the Mandingo community and unsubstantiated accusations against UNMIL. Some speakers called for the restriction of economic activity and property ownership by Mandingoes. These issues were a flashpoint for the 28 – 31 October rioting in Monrovia and require ongoing attention to prevent additional problems.
4. Cooperation with partners

HROs in various counties participate in the county protection working group, which comprise representatives from police, civil society, NTGL and UN sections and military. These meetings are used to coordinate appropriate responses to human rights issues on the ground. HRPS provides advice and information on the human rights situation in counties of return to UN Agencies working on organised IDP returns. HROs provide technical advice to LNP officers on human rights issues relating to arrest and detention, in the course of regular monitoring. A number of LNP officers have expressed a desire for additional training following introductory sessions on human rights and policing. HRPS works closely with the Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG) on the development of the draft TRC Act. Joint activities are planned for the upcoming public awareness campaign. 

5. Impact

5.1. National

The work of HRPS contributed to reducing the number of people in illegal pre-trial detention and has ensured provision of essential medical treatment and appropriate investigation of cases of sexual assault against children. HRPS training and promotional activities increased awareness of human rights issues amongst police, teachers, jurists and members of the public. HRPS, together with its civil society partner the TJWG, provides the primary support to lobbying for passage of the draft TRC Act. HRPS is also taking the lead to push for adoption of the draft INCHR Act. 

5.2. Regional

Liberia’s ongoing stability is intrinsically related to security in the region. Refugee and IDP returns to Liberia and from Liberia to neighbouring countries is an essential component of this stability but they are turn predicated on establishing human rights protection and the rule of law.  
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1. Introduction

This report covers the period from 01 December 2004 to 15 February 2005.  During the period under review, while discharging responsibilities as mandated by the GA resolutions that set up the UN Sub-regional Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa, the Yaoundé Centre continued to provide support partners at the local, national and sub-regional level aimed at reinforcing their capacities in the field of human rights and democracy.

2. Context of human rights and democracy 

The Visit of the Secretary General to sub-region, on 31 January, which focused on Cameroon, has given impetus to the continued positive interaction within the Nigeria-Cameroon Mixed Commission impacting positively on the evolving process of peace and stability. 

The Joint Committee United Nations-Cameroon-Nigeria, on the Bakassi conflict continued its work with positive results for the application of the verdict of the International Court of Justice.  The 11 meeting of the Joint Commission was held in Yaoundé, from 17 to 20 August. It should be stressed that Nigeria did not withdraw from Bakassi as envisaged on 15 September, which does not contribute to alley fears of impending conflict. It has thus necessitated the visit of the Secretary General to the two countries in January. In Central African Republic, the preparatory process of general elections to be held this year continues. 

In Burundi, consultations continue at the national and regional levels to ensure the inclusion of other belligerents in the transitional process, while in the Republic Democratic of Congo, the transitional arrangements appeared so far to work in a relatively manageable security environment. Furthermore, throughout the sub-region, the increased interest and commitment of civil society organizations to be actively involved in matters related to peace, security and democratic governance as well as the promotion of human rights for all, stands out as an encouraging sign for future developments in Central Africa.  

It is to be recalled, during their summit meeting held in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, from 26 to 28 January 2004, and to which the Sub-regional Centre was invited to represent the High Commissioner, the Heads of State and Government of the states member of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) had reviewed ECCAS cooperation with the United Nations and called for a stronger UN presence in the sub-region, thus allowing more opportunities for a useful dialogue in the promotion of peace and security as well as for enhanced technical cooperation with the international community. However, due to constraints related to funding this culture of collaboration and representation could not be undertaken this year during the summit of central African States held in Brazzaville on 5 February to examine the issue of rights and environmental protection.

While these were some of the significant developments noted in the sub-region during the period under review, impunity, violation of human rights, sputtering progress towards accountability and transparency in the management of the public good, as well as threats to political stability, among other factors, the resurgence of mercenary activities in the sub region, continued to pose serious challenges to the efforts and initiatives aimed at promoting democracy and prosperity in the sub-region. Furthermore, unnecessary government restrictions to citizenship and the free movement of people and goods throughout Central Africa, coupled with acts of xenophobia, illegal detentions and occasional expulsions of foreigners, continued to hinder efforts towards regional integration as recommended by ECCAS Heads of State and Government. 

In Democratic Republic of Congo, the transitional process continues albeit with allegations of coups and counter coups. Tensions in the relations with Rwanda have yet to be relaxed. There are fears of a "brewing humanitarian crisis" especially in Ituri. There is clearly need for a concerted action on the issue. 

The political scene of the sub-region continues to be predicated by the crisis in Kivu, in the East of the Democratic Republic of Congo and the massacre of civil populations in Gatumba. These three issues continue to threaten the political stability of all the Great Lakes Region. On the other hand the after effects of the demise of the President of Togo in February have sent the message to all incumbent dictators in the sub-region who by all indicators are grooming their offspring to succeed them. 

In Cameroon, the promulgation of the Law N° 2004/016 of 22 July 2004 for the creation, organisation and functioning of the National Commission of Human Rights and Liberties conforming to the Paris Principles and the peaceful presidential elections held on 11 October  have taken the work of human rights in the sub region a step forward. The National Commission is now operating with strengthened legal force.

With the view to assisting in addressing the challenges and in building on the available opportunities, during this reporting period, the activities of the UN Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa continued to focus mainly on capacity building and the promotion of all human rights and democracy. 

3. Activities 
3.1. Follow up on Capacity Building Programmes 

Within the framework of the French cooperation with OHCHR, the United Nations sub-regional Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa has organized in the previous quarters, a number of sub-regional workshops. These of necessity call for a closer follow up and the period under review is precisely meant for this task.

Besides the follow up work, the Centre also carried out a technical assistance program on:

3.2. Collaboration with the Economic Community of Central African States -ECCAS

In line with established collaborative spirit with the Secretariat General of ECCAS, the Centre has continued to provide support in the designing of a legal framework of information management concerning the freedom of movement for recipients from the sub-region. This mainly concerned confidential information and data protection for Community travel documents to be issued in the future. 

3.3. Collaboration with UN with Sister Agencies UNDP, UNIFEM, UNAIDS

UNAIDS, UNDP-Cameroon, UNDP-Congo, and, more importantly the ILO Sub regional office in Yaoundé have, through their active participation and support, contributed significantly to the success of the Kribi, Kigali and Brazzaville seminars in the last three quarters. Special mention should be made to the partnership of UNIFEM Kigali, which allowed the successful organization and conduct of the Kigali seminar.  The follow up has continued in Yaoundé with the visit of the regional representative of UNIFEM and the broader interaction with the UNCT. 

3.4. Activities carried out within the UN Country Team in Cameroon

As a follow up to the UNCT meeting on 3rd August , chaired by the Director and Regional Representative, Human Rights mainstreaming and Human Rights collaboration between the Centre and UNCT is on a positive path.

1) The Visit of the UN HIV/ADS Chief, Dr. Piot, on 10 February has reinvigorated the follow up work on the round table on HIV/AIDS that was held in Yaoundé at the close of last year 

2) On 6 and 7 December, the Centre took part in the retreat of the United Nations Country Team in Cameroon on the implementation of UNDAF. This retreat focused on the mid-year review of the implementation of UNDAF as a joint UNCT effort. This interaction enabled the preparation of joint programs on the rule of law. 

3.5. Collaboration with the European Union

Comments from the European Union are still awaited on the report on last year’s joint mission to Equatorial Guinea (14 to 24 October ) where the Sub-regional Centre had played a key role The objective of this mission was to bring a technical and methodological support to the European mission in order to make an evaluation of the human rights situation in the country. The mission at the time met the administrative, legal political authorities as well as the civil society and political parties.  It should be stressed that, since the visit of the Special Rapporteur for Equatorial Guinea in 2001, there is no enhancement of the human rights situation in Equatorial Guinea. 

4. Internship program 

The 13th promotion of interns drawn from Burundi, the RCA was completed in November 2004. Interns for the 14th batch (December 2004–March 2005) comprising one female lawyer from Democratic Republic of Congo, two human rights activists from Angola, as well as a doctoral candidate from Germany, recommended and financed by the Monterey Institute in California, are in place. 

The Sub-regional Centre continues to receive several inquiries and applications for internship from abroad, notably Canada, France and the United States. While the Sub regional Centre’s internship program is destined primarily to nationals of ECCAS member states, consideration is given to foreign requests as a way to build partnership and enhance cross-fertilization of ideas with centres of excellence outside the sub-region.   

5. Support to the civil society 

The Sub-regional Centre continues to receive more and more requests of partnership and the provision of technical support from the civil society and nongovernmental organizations for technical assistance on documents projects, or to animate conferences and workshops relating to human rights.  

Ever since the joint facilitation of a workshop in August 2004 with the Foundation for Peace and Solidarity and the Ecumenical Service for Peace in Cameroon last year, the Sub-regional Centre has devoted significant attention to cooperation with CSOs.

On 27 January, the Centre took part in the official launching of the posting campaign of the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in police Stations of Cameroon. The launching ceremony was organized by the nongovernmental Human Rights Organization, “Nouveaux droits de l’homme-Cameroon which is closely associated with the Yaoundé centre and the General Delegation of National Security.  The official ceremony was marked by several key note speakers among them, the Director of the Yaoundé Centre.  

As part of the advocacy campaign, representatives of the Government and the Centre toured a Police Station of the 1st district of Yaoundé for the solemn installation of the first poster relating to Convention against torture. Documents on torture and human rights were distributed.  

On 3 February, the Centre played a key organizing and sensitizing role at the sub regional seminar in collaboration with « Association pour le développement social et culturel des Mbororo du Cameroon » (MBOSCUDA) on the theme «Human rights and indigenous women in Central Africa ". The participants were women drawn from Niger, of Nigeria, Chad, Kenya and Cameroon. United Nations mechanisms relating to rights of female indigenous associations were elaborated

6. Human rights information outreach

The last quarter of 2004 has seen a significant rise in the number of people that visited the Centre thus bring the total for the year to well over 1500 (students, researchers, human rights militants, etc.). The New Year has also seen a flow of high-level visitors, including the UN Secretary General.

The issues N° 10/11 and N°12 of the publication "Bulletin des droits de l’homme et la démocratie" has been published and distributed to the public and partners, at the same time as other publications of the OHCHR.  

Follow up continues on advocacy following the celebration of the 56th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of human rights, 10 December, the Office of UNESCO in Central Africa and the United Nations Sub-regional Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa had jointly organized, several activities from 3 to 22 December:  

· Extracurricular arts activities including: imaginative drawings full of colour and sensitivity on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

· Projection of a film video tape  « Human Rights progress and challenge » 

· Projection of the OHCHR DVD: « The pain of others: at work for the UN Commission on Human Rights » 

· Training on Internet Use for Human Rights Work

· Moot Court on the Right to a safe environment

· Conferences

· Launching of the “Sergio Vieira de Mello Human Rights Price Prize”

· Official commemorative ceremony

· Exhibitions on Human Rights Education

· Training seminar on “human rights and the culture of peace” jointly organised by the Yaoundé Centre and UNESCO regional office

7. Partnership

During the previous quarters, two institutions of higher learning in human rights, the Association pour la promotion des droits de l’homme en Afrique Centrale (APDHAC) based in Yaoundé, Cameroon, and Faculté de Droit de l’Université Marien Ngouabi in Brazzaville, the Republic of Congo, were selected as beneficiaries of a US$ 3000 (three thousand) allowance aimed at supporting their respective programmes in human rights education.  These awards were finalized during the reporting period.

Within the Framework of OHCHR Assisting Communities Together (ACT), the Sub regional Centre, on behalf of OHCHR, awarded allowances of US$ 5000 (five thousand) to three Cameroonian NGOs working in the field of human rights and peace advocacy. They are: Mbororo Social and Cultural Development Association (MBOSCUDA) which operates in the Northwest province of Cameroon, the Centre for Human Rights and Peace Advocacy (CHRAPA) based in Bamenda, and Union nationale des associations et institutions pour personnes handicapées du Cameroun (UNAPHAC) based in Yaoundé. In this regard, the seamless support provided directly to the Centre by RDB was critical.

8. Impact, concrete achievements and restraints 

Heightened interest in the promotion and protection of human rights in countries such as Cameroon, Chad, Congo Republic and Gabon as well as the active participation in the activities of the Centre by very high levels of Government, civil society and partner agencies could be noted.  

Follow-up on the training sessions and workshops conducted in the preceding quarters, as well as the Centre’s participation in the ECCAS and AU Summits have proven useful.  Media coverage in the member states regarding the Centre’s activities has been helpful and significant in activities related to the promotion and protection of human rights in the sub-region.

The active participation as resource persons, of the ECCAS Secretary General, the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary General to the Central African Republic, and other eminent persons in the region, reflects to no lesser extent, the increasing recognition of the role of the Yaoundé Centre in the peace making process as well as in engaging civil society and key players in the sub-region

The activities (seminars, training courses, advocacy activities, technical support) undertaken by the Sub-regional Centre have continued to contribute to the promotion of a culture of human rights, reinforcing yet again the visibility of the Sub-regional Centre.  

However because of limited material, financial and human resources, the Sub-regional Centre has not been able to respond to all the increasing requests from governments of the sub-region as well as civil society. 

The post of the regional Adviser for the democracy program has been vacant since 1st July 2004 and the continued secondment to DPA of the Staff member responsible for the task has deprived the Centre of a key resource person, impacting heavily on current and planned activities. Urgent action on the matter would facilitate the work of the Centre. 
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