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Editor´s Note

The following publication contains topographic and thematic maps of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). For each of the five 
regions (Middle East 1, Middle East 2, Arabian Peninsula, North Africa 1, North Africa 2) maps of topography, ethnic and linguistic 
groups, religious and sectarian groups as well as oil and gas fields are shown. 

The featured countries have been selected according to various criteria, such as asylum application statistics and current regional 
developments. 

Due to the diversity of the Middle East and North Africa, a compromise on clarity and accuracy was made when drawing maps on ethnic 
and religious groups. Thus not all existing ethnic and religious groups are depicted on the maps. As religious and ethnic compositions 
in urban centers may differ significantly from those in rural surroundings, displaying this heterogeneity on maps is not feasible. 

In terms of methodology, ethnic or religious minority groups were illustrated on the maps, when they amount to over one percent of the 
total population and their settlement area can be located. However groups not fulfilling the prerequisite of one percent are nevertheless 
displayed in the map of the respective country, when they amount to more than one percent in another country. Exceptions were 
restricted to the necessary minimum.

Detailed information about ethnic/linguistic and religious/sectarian groups is provided in the comments of the corresponding maps. 
Further readings on methodology and sources can be found on: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. 
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Regional overview

Sources: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Christians, Jews, Bahai, Shia Muslims). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this 
type of map. To increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has 
been made. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Tunisia, 
Algeria and Morocco are relatively homogeneous in religious terms; almost the entire populations are Sunni Muslims.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. non-Coptic Christian communities in Egypt). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on 
this type of map. To increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has 
been made. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Copts 
are depicted as a religious minority, although they are often considered being an ethnic minority as well (the perception that Copts are also an 
ethnic minority is linked to the questions of Egyptian identity and the relation between Egyptian identity and Islam).
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Zoroastrians, Jews, Sikhs, Ahmadi Muslims, Bahai). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown 
on this type of map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, Bahai, Sikhs). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this 
type of map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Due to 
the armed conflict in Yemen the religious composition of the population may have been subjected to changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted. 
Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To increase the informative value 
of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For further information regarding 
methodology and country information (especially on Western Sahara) see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Due to the high 
number of nomadic population the settlement areas of some ethnic groups can only be shown in a simplified way. The number of nomadic 
people living in a specific country at a given moment is based on rough estimates. All groups of Berbers (speaking various Berber dialects), 
with the exception of Tuareg, are shown as one group. Concerning the Berber ethnic minority, a clear distinction between the groups of Berbers 
and Arabs is not possible. Many Tunisians, Algerians and Moroccans are descendants of Berbers, but identify as Arabs.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Greeks, Armenians in Egypt).  Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map.  
To increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Due to the high number 
of nomadic population the settlement areas of some ethnic groups (especially Tuareg and Tebu/Toubou) can only be shown in a simplified way. 
The number of nomadic people living in a specific country at a given moment is based on rough estimates. In Libya a clear distinction between 
the groups of Berbers and Arabs is not possible. In Egypt all Shia Muslims (mainly Twelver Shia and Ismailis) are depicted as one group. All 
groups of Berbers (speaking various Berber dialects), with the exception of Tuareg, are shown as one group. Egyptian Copts are not illustrated 
on this map (see Religious groups North Africa 1).
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Akhdam in Yemen). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. For further 
information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf.  “Mehri and others” refers to 
various non-Arabic speaking groups which speak modern South Arabian languages. In the Gulf States expatriate workers and immigrants (e.g. 
Pakistanis, Indians) account for a significant percentage of the total population. Due to the armed conflict in Yemen the ethnic composition of 
the population may have been subjected to changes. The ethnic diversity of the Omani population (many of them having an African, South 
Asian or Zanzibari background) cannot be shown on this map.
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