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Background

Public Organization of Young People of Gagauzia in the Republic of Moldova - a public organization that unites Gagauz young people of Moldova. It was registered in 2008. Members of the NGO are young people coming from different towns and villages of Gagauzia region: Komrat, Kongaz, Kazaklia, Beshalma, Cishmikioi. 

The goal of organization is to promote and preserve among young Gagauz people traditional, cultural, linguistic heritage of Gagauz people. It is very important for our organization to be involved in identification and proposal of ways to solve human rights protection problems faced by the Gagauz people not only in the autonomy, but also beyond it, on the territory of RM.
Key areas of concern

A.) Access of Gagauz ethnic minority to education
Education is a relevant issue for Gagauz young people, as educational system of the ATU Gagauzia does not allow the applicants to study technical and medical disciplines. That is why representatives of Gagauz ethnic minority must go to study in central higher education establishment of Moldova. 
There is a problem, however. Representatives of ethnic minorities wish to study in Russian and they have the right to do so according to art.34, p.2 of the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, but educational establishments either do not have enough places for them or are not willing to set up a Russian language group, if there are not enough applicants in their view. Thus the opportunity to get education is lost. That is why ATU Gagauzia is facing a deficit of medical workers and specialists in technical fields.  
For example, a young man, our volunteer, wanted to study at Medical University of Moldova in Russian languge, but could not make use of this right because there were no Russian language groups. At the same time the places in universities funded from the state budget are allocated without taking into account ethnic origin of the applicant. Thus, he could not obtain a place funded from the state because his level of knowledge of the state language was not sufficient. 
An example of violation of the right to education is the case of our another colleague. Being in his second year of studies in the Technical University of Moldova, he was forced to move from the group where the language of instruction was Russian to the group where the language of instruction was Romanian because the number of students in his group reduced sharply and the group was closed down. 
B.) Access of Gagauz ethnic minority to information
As all documents and formal procedures are in the state language, the adult generation of Gagauz people (who do not have the opportunity to study the state language on the territory of ATU GAGAUZIA free of charge) does not have the opportunity to read a particular official document in a language that they understand. Thus, the right to adequate access to information is violated. 
Moreover, all grants and projects for young people, provided by state, e.q. by Ministry of Youth, are described and mediatised strictly in the state language and the documents for them must also be made in the state language, without the alternative to fill in and submit them in a language accessible to Gagauz minority. The same with official documents needed to be fill in to register an NGO at the Ministry of Justice – everything is in the state language. 
The information on the official web-pages of all three branches of power is supplied in state language which does not fully cover the needs of ethnic minority in terms of getting timely and correct information. 
In ATU Gagauzia during school and post-school studies no information is provided about the internal structures of local authorities, Bashkanat, People's Assembly and Executive Committee of Gagauzia. Thus, young people cannot fully participate in political life of the autonomy. 
Information on ethnic minorities that live on the territory of Moldova is not duly and correctly provided in school history text-books.
As the majority of media outlets are in the hands of private owners and there is no monitoring of information supplied to people, Gagauz ethnic minority is forced to use unverified information, which, as a rule, is not always correct. A systematic shift of accents is going on.
On national TV channels there is no translation (subtitling) into ethnic minority languages, which is a limitation of access to information and does not allow them to be adequately informed about political, social and cultural life of the country.
C.) Participation in political life of the country, representation of Gagauz ethnic minority in the three branches of power
As Gagauz ethnic minority is not sufficiently represented in central public authorities, when national level decisions are made the opinion of ethnic minority is not duly considered. There is only one person of Gagauzian origin in the Government of Moldova. There is recent example of non-consultation with Gagauz people: Ministry of Justice elaborated so-called classification of nationalities and ethnic groups without consulting civil society from Gagauzia. As a result, Gagauz minority have been described in the classification in unacceptable for them way.  

Open vacancies of particular public positions practically always have in their description the requirement to have excellent knowledge of state language, which causes unfair and unequal competition and uneven distribution of public positions in all three branches of power. 
 Recommendations
1.) Provide state budget funded places in educational establishments for representatives of Gagauz ethnic minority;
2.) Give possibility to study in Gagauz and Russian language in universities;
3.) Monitor media in ATU Gagauzia;
4.) Make TV casts of all national level TV channels understandable for Gagauz minority (subtitles in the language of ethnic minority); 
5.) Provide a better representation of Gagauz minority in the authorities of all three branches of power;
6.) Organize free of charge training courses, including the study of state language, which would help fair competition for public office vacancies. 
� Contact person: Guran Semion, director. Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:guransemion@mail.ru" �guransemion@mail.ru�, mob.: +373-767-28-777
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