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Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah • Unrest 
Situation Report No. 2 
1 March 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 28 February to 1 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 2 March. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• According to new estimates, up to 147,000 people have now fled Libya to Egypt, Tunisia and Niger. 
• Thousands of people are stuck on the Libyan side of the border with Tunisia and are not allowed to 

cross. They are stranded without access to food, health, water and sanitation.   
• More than 25,000 people have reportedly crossed from Libya into Tunisia over the past two days, 

creating a huge bottleneck on the Tunisian side of the border due to lack of onward transportation.  
• A joint United Nations mission is being organized to eastern Libya to carry out a humanitarian needs 

assessment. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
According to new overall estimates from Egyptian and 
Tunisian authorities, up to 144,000 people have now fled 
Libya to Egypt and Tunisia, while 3,000 have crossed 
the southern border to Niger.  
 
On 1 March, the situation at the Ras Adjir border 
crossing between Libya and Tunisia deteriorated 
sharply. Thousands of people fleeing Libya stretched the 
capacity of Tunisian border authorities to the limit.  
 
On 1 March, the WFP Executive Director, Josette 
Sheeran, visited the border area between Libya and 
Tunisia. 
 
Eastern Libya, including Benghazi, remained relatively 
calm and more aid agencies are entering. A United 
Nations inter-agency rapid assessment mission is being 
organized to carry out a needs assessment in the east. 
IFRC has indicated that there may still be some pockets of insecurity in eastern Libya. Western Libya 
remains inaccessible to aid agencies. 
 
On 1 March, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously suspended Libya's membership in the 
United Nations Human Rights Council because of violence by Libyan forces against protesters. The 
resolution was adopted by consensus in the 192-nation General Assembly on the basis of a recommendation 
of the Geneva-based Human Rights Council. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
 
While accurate statistics are not available, Libya is estimated to host 1.5 million migrants. Embassy sources 
in Cairo confirmed that in addition to up to 1 million Egyptians working in Libya, that country also hosts 
around 80,000 Pakistanis, 59,000 Sudanese, 50,000 Bangladeshis, 26,000 Filipinos, 2,000 Nepalese, and 
other African and Asian migrant workers. 
 
Needs:  
Libya: IOM has received reports of thousands of migrants stranded at Benghazi port waiting to leave. More 
migrants are due to arrive. Although the local community is providing them with assistance, the cold weather 
is affecting their health and food supplies are running low. 
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Tunisia: According to UNHCR, Tunisian authorities have reported that between 70,000 and 75,000 people 
have fled Libya to Tunisia since 20 February. The vast majority of those people are Egyptian nationals. 
Some 14,000 people crossed the border on 28 February alone. This is the highest number to date. In 
addition, some 10,000 to 15,000 people arrived in Tunisia on 1 March, creating a huge bottleneck on the 
border due to a lack of onward transportation to their home countries. Thousands of people (including over 
15,000 Bangladeshis) are stuck on the Libyan side of the border and are not allowed to cross. They are 
stranded and without access to food, health, water and sanitation.  
 
Egypt: According to UNHCR, the Egyptian Government has reported that some 69,000 people have crossed 
from Libya since 19 February. The majority of these people are Egyptians and have already been 
transported to other towns and cities. According to IOM, there are currently some 5,000 to 7,000 migrants 
stranded in the border area at Saloum, in “no man’s land”. The Egyptian authorities are not allowing those 
without valid tickets and documentation to leave. According to IOM, these stranded migrants need food, 
water, blankets, shelter and proper sanitation facilities. IOM has established a registration process for 
migrants from African and Asian countries who cannot continue their journey into Egypt because of lack of 
travel documents or entry visas. So far, IOM has registered almost 1,000 migrants, of whom 840 are still at 
the border. Sixty per cent of those registered are from Bangladesh and 22 per cent are from Ghana. The 
remainder are from 10 other Asian, African and Arab countries. 
 
Niger: IOM is preparing for the arrival later this week of an estimated 2,000 Nigerians and other African 
nationals who have recently managed to cross Libya's southern border at Gatrone.  
 
Response:  
Tunisia: A total of 1,450 Egyptians have left overcrowded reception facilities at Ras Adjir to go to Sfax sea 
port, where they will board an IOM-chartered vessel to Alexandria, Egypt. IOM's air evacuation of Egyptians 
also continued on 1 March. An additional five charter flights are scheduled to leave from the island of Djerba, 
carrying about 900 people.  
 
Niger: A convoy transporting 1,154 nationals from Niger has already left Dirkou for the northern city of 
Agadez. The group is expected to arrive on 2 March. IOM is working with local authorities and partners 
including UNICEF, ICRC and MSF Spain to set up a transit centre in Agadez, Niger. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: IOM and UNHCR appealed for governments to urgently supply massive financial and 
logistical assets to the programme, including planes, boats and expert personnel. 
 
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: According to IFRC, there are indications of possible food shortages in the east of Libya, and 
indications that people may run out of basic commodities over the next few days and weeks. However, the 
needs have not yet been properly assessed.  
 
Response: WFP reported that it has been asked by the Red Crescent to support the response to possible 
food shortages in the near future. WFP is preparing to respond. It has an office in Benghaz, which previously 
served as a logistics hub for its operations in Chad. WFP has approved two immediate response projects for 
US$700,000.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR). 
 
 

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: MSF reported that while medical facilities in Benghazi remain capable of handling the workload, they 
are facing shortages in medical supplies and drugs. This is synchronous with reports from other medical 
organizations that have access to Benghazi and elsewhere in eastern Libya. 
 
Response: Islamic Relief has brought in 35 medical doctors from Egypt and established a presence in 
Benghazi. The MSF team in Benghazi has donated medical supplies, such as consumables, dressings, 
sutures, anaesthesia drugs and other materials, to hospitals in Benghazi and surrounding areas, including 
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the Benghazi Medical Centre. The team is also training local medical staff in managing mass casualties so 
they are prepared in case of new clashes.  
 
Eight tons of medical supplies from MSF, including surgical materials, have arrived in Benghazi. An 
additional 12 tons of supplies are on their way from Egypt to Libya. 
 
IFRC has established a 24-hour operation room at Saloum for Red Crescent staff and other partners in the 
area. It is equipped with communications equipment.  
 
WHO reported that it has not encountered problems importing health kits into Egypt for its operation in Libya. 
France has announced that it is sending two planes with doctors, nurses, medicines and five tons of medical 
equipment to Benghazi. 
 
An MSF team has been deployed on the Libya-Tunisia border. The team is ready to cross the border with 
medical material to assist victims of violence inside Libya. A cargo with four tons of medical/surgical material 
arrived in Tunis over the weekend and will be channeled towards the border. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: Fighting in the west of Libya has raised serious protection concerns among humanitarian agencies. 
UNHCR has also expressed concern for African migrant workers and refugees trapped in Tripoli and unable 
to flee. Islamic Relief has expressed concern for a group of 200 Africans currently in Benghazi who fear they 
will be accused of being mercenaries. 
 
Response: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
A United Nations inter-agency rapid assessment mission is being organized to carry out a needs assessment 
in the eastern part of Libya.  
 
OCHA has deployed staff at both borders, and staff to support its Regional Office in Cairo and the Resident 
Coordinators in Tunis and Cairo. Supported by OCHA, an informal network (the Libya Crisis Network) is 
facilitating the exchange of information between humanitarian partners based in Libya, Egypt and Tunisia. 
The network will facilitate a mapping of emergency stockpiles and the development a “Who does What and 
Where”. Situation reports are now being issued daily.  
 
On 1 March, a joint Member States briefing, chaired by OCHA, IOM and UNHCR, was held in Geneva to 
brief on the humanitarian situation. Agencies, including ICRC, WFP, UNICEF and UNFPA provided 
supplementary information on their response efforts. They provided updates on areas including staff 
deployment, stockpiling, ongoing and planned needs assessments, existing concerns of excessive use of 
force, protection of civilians, vulnerable groups, and gaps in the provision of basic social services. 
 
 
 

V. Funding 
 
UNICEF will issue an “Immediate Needs Document” for the Libya response. The IASC Principals meeting on 
28 February agreed to prepare a regional Flash Appeal for the current crisis in Libya. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
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VI. Contact 

 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: kuttab@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 


