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A. BASIC COUNTRY INFORMATION *

Government type: Republic

Independence (from France): 20 March 1956

Constitution: June 1959; amended 1988, 2002

Population: July 2010 estimate: 10,486,339

Age structure: 2010 estimate: 0-14ye22.7% (male 1,227,238/female
1,149,796)

15-64 years: 70.1% (male 3,701,661/female

3,652,322)

65 years and over: 7.2% (male 352,003/female

403,319)

!See Core Document forming part of the Reports @States Parties (HRI/Core/1/ Add.46, 8 June 1998)Department of State, Human
Rights Reports Tunisia; World Fact Book, Tunisia.



Ethnicities: 98% Arab, 1% European, 1% Jewish and other

Religion: 98% Muslim, 1% Christian, 1% Jewish and other

Executive branchChief of State: President Zine el Abidine Ben Alsince 7 Novembe
1987)

Head of government Prime Minister Mohamed GHANNOUCHI (since 17 Nousn 1999)

Cabinet: Council of Ministers appointed by the President

Parliament:

Bicameral system which consists of:
a) The Chamber of Advisors (126 seats; 85 membkysted by municipal counselof
deputies, mayors, and professional associations taade unions; 41 members &

presidential appointees; members serve six-yeasier

b) and the Chamber of Deputies or Majlis al-Nuwgzild! seats; members elected by pop
vote to serve five-year terms

Elections President elected by popular vote for a five-y&am (no term limits), electio
last held on 25 October 2009 (next to be held ito&r 2014); prime minister appointed
the President.

Suffrage:
8 years of ageyniversal except foractive government security forces (including tlodige
and the military) people with mental disabilities people who have served more than th

months in prison (criminal cases only), and pegpen a suspended sentence of more |
six months.

GDP, 2009: $86.35 billion

GDP, annual growth rate (2009): 0, %
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GDP per capita, 2009: $8,200 (2009 est.)




Major industries: petroleum, mining (especially phosphate and ina),dourism,
textiles, footwear, food and beverages

Employment (2.65 million): 49.8% (2009 est.) services, 31.9% industry,
18.3% agriculture

Unemployment rate, 2009: 14.7%

Annual population growth rate, 2010:  0.98%

Infant mortality rate, 2010: 22.57 deaths per 1,000 live births
Life expectancy at birth (2010): male 74 years

female:77.7 years

Maternal mortality rate: 170 per 100,000 live births
Literacy rate (2004 census): male: 83.4%

female:65.3%

B. STATUS OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES IN TUNISIA PER CRPD
CONVENTION

|. Critical Issues

Article 1 (Definition of persons with disabilities)
Does not match with the Convention definition
Only persons with long term forms of disability¢orporates the medical model definition)

The definition does not sufficuently match the Carti@n definition and makes emphasis on the impaitshef the persons,
rather than on the environmental and attitudinalibes



Article 5 (Equality and Non-discrimination)

Prevalence of discrimination practices towards pemns with disabilities (in particular against children with
disabilities)

According to the recent CRC concluding observationag2010) the Committee noted with concern thafptireciple of
non-discrimination declared in the national legiska, in practice did not find sufficient implemation in the available
legal framework with regard to certain categoriéghdldren, in particulachildren with disabilities It requested the state
party to proceed to a careful scrutiny of its pelcand its reorientation by raising the budgettgcations to combat
discrimination towards vulnerable groups in patdcuchildren with disabilities (CRC Concluding obsatiens
docCRC/C/TUN/CO/3,16 June 2010, para. 21). This recordatem repeats the same made in 2002 (doc
CRC/C/15/Add.181, paras. 22, 23 a)

Article 12 (Legal capacity)
Restrcitive concept of legal capacity in practice

While declaring its adherence to a full conceptegfal capacity, Tunisia’s national practice amountse to a restrictive
concept. This narrow definition of legal capacifypersons with disabilities (PWD),usually includég ability “to acquire
the capacity to act”, but not the ability “to priaetthe capacity to act®.

This position which is contrary to article 12 oftiConvention has negative implications in particdtar persons with
mental forms of disabilities. On the basis of thastrictive concept persons with mental forms shdilities in Tunisia are
authomaticallydeprived by law of their right to gan elections. The are also deprived of the righinarry and found a
family without the consent of a tutor.

While certain states parties (6 expredslyave made a number of reservations or declastiorsafeguard the so called
exceptional cases, the states majority ratifiedG@bevention with no such interpretative declaratioftsis only confirms
that the true interpretation in light of the ordipameaning of the words, the object and purpose &mel
travauxpreparatoireshould indicate states had no intention to makeexception from the general rule that everyone’s
legal capacity encompass both the ability to aegaitegal capacity to act and the ability to prEcthat legal capacity to
act. The rule therefore applies to all adult pesswith disabilities in the same way that this agplio all other adult
members of the society.

Moreover, paragraph 3 of article 12 requires #tlatneasures that relate to the exercifdegal capacity should provide for
appropriate and effective safeguards to prevensealim accordance with international human rights. [@his obviously
should include prohibition of inhuman and degradirggtment. It is clear that measures that retatihé exercise of legal
capacity cannot involve measures that nullify tixereise of legal capacity. | .e. it cannot inclusigbstitute-decision
making. Moreover, the Convention itself refers tinahe exercise of their legal capacity persorth wisabilities shoulde
provided with the suppotthey might need.

The term substitution is never mentioned in the taxthe convention. Moreover it is clear that tleference to “in
accordance with international human rights”"showddrtiended to prevent and put a bound on the sobihee measures that
can be taken to support the exercise of legal dgpdtis Atals understanding that if the measumne, matter how it is
termed, amounts to @egrading treatmemither for the person or for those around him, athpit should be considered
contrary to international law and therefore notlaaple.

*This position found expression in the Letter dale®ecember 2006 from the Permanent Representafiveag to the United
Nations (in his capacity as the Chairman of thebA@roup (21 countries including Tunisia) for the mtto of December 2006)
addressed to the Chairman of the ad hoc Committe® Gomprehensive and Integral International Cotieanon the Protection
and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persanth Disabilities. The Letter contained the positiof the Arab Group with
regard to the interpretation of Article 12 of the orwention. See
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahclethdiqcl.doc

*These states are: Australia, Canada, Egypt, MeSigoa, UK



Article 14 (deinstitutionalization)
Prevalence of the practice of institutionalizatiorof PWD

The state party recognizes that institutionalizatod persons with disabilities is still a recurrgmctice despite all the
efforts to develop policies of deinstitutionalizati

Article 19 (independent living in the community)
Absence of social services enabling life in the conunity

A corollary of the obligation incumbent on statesrtigs to deinstitutionalize persons with disaieitit (PWD) is the
obligation to provide reasonable accommodatiorentable life in the community of persons with disieibs.

The report shows that despite the many effortb@ftate party, a lot remains to be done, andtéte is aware of.

Article 24 (Education)
The prevalence and high rate of special education stgm institutions

According to the recent concluding observationthef CRC June 2010), despite efforts conducted with a viewéeneral
school integration of children with disabilitithe Committee remained concerned at the slow patedmplementation of
the national plan of general school integratiorclufdren with disabilities, with regard to its ovastablished benchmarks,
and urged the state party to allocate sufficientgetary and human resources for the accomplishaféhe objective of full
integration of children in the general educatiostem?

The state party itself recognizes that it is $&ll away from achieving the objectives that it teeitself to provide for full
integrated schools for every child with disability the year 2015.

Article 27 (Work and Employment)
Prevalent Lack of equal opportunities for PWD in enployment

Despite efforts to change the situation for thdédvethe state party is aware that full employn@gersons with disabilities
a long term objective

Article 28 (Political and Public life)
No right to vote for persons with mental disabilites

Persons with mental forms of disability remain @eina right to vote in equal terms with other narewhen they are under
tutorship. The State party is advised to revisadtional legislation to conform it with the Contien articles 12 and 28.

4 (CRC Concluding observations docCRC/C/TUN/CO/33pd9, 50).



ll. General issues regarding reporting to
the CRPD Committee

The committee requests states parties preparimgréports to meet certain goals

1. State parties should use the opportunity of remldfting to conduct a comprehensive review of thexguees
undertaken to harmonize national law and policy \lis Convention

The contents of the report show generally thatstage party has followed this recommendation anléed it provides a
general overview of all such measures.

The report enumerates a number of measures the sty has undertaken (most of which before theptiah of the
convention), but the report fails to provide in @nsistent way the measures the state has undertakearmonize the
existing national law with the convention.

One example is the article 12 of the Convention.tAepexample is article 28 of the Convention.

By assuming that its legislation already meetsrétpiirements of the new Convention, the state gaat/no incentive to

amend it. The approach taken is therefore not helgficause it tends to convince the governmentlamdociety that there

is no longer a need to change anything in the natiegislation, and policy approach to disabiiggues, and this is not the
case.

This course of action hampers progress in thezatidin of the objectives of the Convention.

The State party should be encouraged to proceedaomonize more fully its national legilslation witthe Convention.

It should also be encouraged to proceed with effadsadopt a specific plan of action by confrontirexisting legislation,
policies and plans with the requirements of the Contien, and accordingly develop a strategy for itaplementation
with clear benchmarks timelines and funding

2. State parties should use the opportunity to toomirogress in achieving the goals of the Conventinthe context of the
promotion of human rights in general

The report does not contain a general evaluatiggragress made in promoting the enjoyment of thletsi and accordingly
of that what still remains to be done. Rather iegian overview of that what the state has donpdmsons with disabilities
since the 90s, but the report seems to fail to eonthose efforts with the Convention goals. Irtipalar it provides little
comparative statistics about trends and needs liedng the main goal set out in the convention althis the full
enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabiitie equal footing with others.

The state party should be encouraged to providdiiture reports detailed disaggregated statisticshaienchmarks, and
trends, in achieving the goals of the Convention

3. States parties should use the opportunity tatileproblems and shortcomings in their approagtthte implementation
of the Convention




The report does not clearly identify the problemstmrtcomings the state has encountered in impléngethe convention.

The State party is encouraged to provide in futyreriodic reports detailed information about problenand shortcomings
encountered by the State party. This will enable themmittee to propose a course of action that cattdreassist in the
implementation of the convention including with reacse to international cooperation

4. States patrties should plan and develop appropmlicies to achieve the goals of the Convention

The report indicates that the following 4 plansevadopted (para. 29 of the report):

1) A National plan of prevention of disabilities (200

2) A National plan of requalification of the environmiéphysical and communication) (2008)
3) A National plan of school integration of personghwdisabilities (2003)

4) Special program for the employment of persons diglabilities (2005)

The state party is praised for designing these sgat plans and is encouraged to provide additionaformation to the
Committee about the policies adopted to supportghecessful realization of these plans

5. States parties should encourage and facilitageibvolvement of NGOs including DPOs in the prepanaof the report,
and explain the procedure used to consult with ceitiety and the measures taken to ensure thafptbisess was fully
accessible.

The report states that the following organizatiovere consulted in the process of drafting the repmy the Basma
association for the promotion of the employmenpefsons with disabilities; b) The Tunisian natioblithd persons union;
¢) the Tunisian Union of support to persons witmtakdisabilities; d) the association of supporp&ysons with physical
disabilities; e) the Tunisian mothers’ organizatidhthe association of support to persons wittioses forms of disabilities;
g) the Tunisian league of the sports for persorth wisabilities; h) the Tunisian association ofguas and friends of
persons with disabilities; i) the Tunisian assacrabf assistance to deaf persons; j) the Tunisiasociation of deaf-dumb.

The state party is praised for this active engagemef the civil society. The state party is encogeal to providefurther
detailed information to the Committee on how the N&@id participate in the report preparation

6. States parties must recognize and respect thergiiy of persons with disabilities and ensure ttieir report is not
generalized, but specific to different types ofbikty. The report should provide statistical daia the realization of each
Convention right, disaggregated by sex, age, typdiszbility (physical, sensory, intellectual andntad), ethnic origin,
urban/rural population and other relevant categari®n an annual comparative basis over the pastyears

While we are pleased to see in the report a nurab&ables with statistical information. The infortiean given does not
unfortunately data all the different types of ditities. Nor is there a consistent impact assess$oiethhe meausres taken not
in general by ofr each of the single groups ofsmrswith disabilities by types of disabilities.

For example when the report talks about educatidnes not refer to the impact of the integraticgasures for blind, deaf,
mentally disabled children, rather that there ist ja number of measures without an evaluation Dfintpact for the
beneficiaries.This diminish the impact of the imfation provided to the detriment of the state fitsel

The state party should be envouraged to provideadigegated data and information with regard to thepact of the
measures, plans, policies and programs for differgmoups of persons with disabilities, including dtiien and women.



7. The report should indicate whether the stateyphes adopted policies, strategies and a natioegal framework for the
implementation of each Convention right, identifythg resources available for that purpose and thestntost-effective
ways of using such resources

The state party should be praised for adopting 20@5 framework law on the promotion, and protetiid persons with
disabilities. The framework law is global enoughrtoludes activities to prevent disability, prot@etrsons with disabilities
and integrate them in all aspects.

As a framework convention it is intended to esttbk framework under which policies, plans, programd mechanisms
adopted by the state can be implemented in thecdqg@motion and protection of the rights of persavith disabilities.

While the state party should be praise for adopdisgctorial plans of implementation of the framegwlaw, it should noted
that the plans do not cover let alone all of ttemarsubject of regulation under the Convention.

The state party should be encouraged to give a skaod long term perspective and agenda for the fempentation of
each of the Convention rights.

8. The report of the state parties should not nyelist or describe the legislation adopted by thaet& Party. It should
contain specific information relating to the implentation, in law and in fact of articles 1 to 33tbhé Convention, taking
into account analytical information on recent deghents in law and practice affecting the full reation of the rights
recognized in the Convention by all persons, withf@lins of disabilities within the territory or judsiction of the State

Party.

The report provides an enourmous amount of quatsifimm existing legislation, in particular thefdient provisions of the
2005 framework law. Unfortunately, however, thegdittle (with some exceptions) added informationits real impact in
practice. The state party itself recognisesthatftamework law would require additional legislatiand implementation
strategies.

The state party should be encouraged to provideinfation now or in future reports on how the state paintends to
implement each of the provision of its framework laithe same information should also be provided witgard to any
piece of legislation quoted

9. The report should indicate whether the Stateyplaais adopted comprehensive disability anti-disaration legislation to
put into effect provisions of the Convention

Apart provsions contained in the general 2005 frmonk law on disability, other more specific anti-
discrimination legislation has been cited as caowgthe following areas:

a) (Non-discrimination of children (see legislatioreci in para. 13)

b) Non-discrimination of persons with disabilitiesprofessional education (see legislation cited drap
14)

¢) Monitoring institutions (see para. 15)

The state party should is encouraged to adopt a poghensive anti-discrimination legislation builing
upon the general framework law 2005

10. The report should indicate any mechanisms aceko monitor progress towards the full realizatiof the Convention
rights, including recognition of indicators and a¢¢d national benchmarks in relation to each Cotieerrights.




Unfortunaly the report contains little informati@fout state’s mechanisms such as indicators amshabbenchmarks to
measure or monitor progress in the realizatiorhefdonvention rights. This situation is detrimemtaihe best interest of the
state party to provide a clear picture of progtessds in achieving the goals of the Convention.

The state party is encouraged to establish such na@isms of measuring progress. This enables anytméave a better
picuture of the real achievements of the stae pairtyimplementing its own agenda for the promotion tfe rights of
persons with disabilities.

11. The report should indicate the mechanismsacelto ensure that a State Party’s obligations uride Convention are
fully integrated in its actions as a member of ingtional organizations

Unfortunately the report contains little informatioabout these mechanisms (see paras. 18 and 238 references in
this respect). In any event Tunisia would certaibbnefit from a more active engagement in inteomati efforts to
implement the Convention. In particular Tunisia’stiggpation in efforts within WIPO to adopt a pretd that would easier
access of blind persons to copy- righted materalldappear to be in the direct interest of theegparty, as the adoption of
such a protocol would enormously benefit persortb visual impairments in Tunisia.

The state party is encouraged to continue engagedhternational efforts to toimplement theConventio

12. The report should testify about the incorparatand direct applicability of each Convention rigihtthe domestic legal
order, with reference to specific examples of raievegal cases

Tunisia has stated before other UN committees, itsatonstitution provides that provisions of tieastare directly
applicable in the national framework. Unfortunattgre are not many specific examples of how irctma this provision
would work with regard to protecting the rightspersons with disabilities under the Convention. Thation of relevant
case laws could have assisted.

It shoud, neverthelsess, be noted that some afights under the convention require specific immatation, and relying
solely on the convention text would not give thesiced result. For example, for the right to edocatone cannot rely on
the provision of the convention alone to requeat ¢hchild is accepted at a school. He could dgtbal accepted, but if the
government has not put in place a strategy thailevaccessibility of schools, sensitization ofldtén, and teachers, such
an experience might become just impossible.

The state party should be encouraged to incorporétie Convention rights in the domestic legal ordemmt by mere
indication that the convention is directly applicibby force of the constitution, rather the statanty is encouraged to
adopt specific legislation and supporting policiesxd programs to achieve the full implementation efich of the
convention rights

13. The report should indicate the judicial andestlppropriate remedies in place enabling victim®btain redress in the
case of violation of their Convention rights

Unfortunately there is little information providexbout the real role of judicial organs, with conerexamples in the
enforcement of the convention rights. There isrimfation about the appointment of the higher Commifte human rights
as the monitoring body under article 33 of the @mton. This organ is given in certain cases atrighmonitoring
institutions for PWD. competence, roles resoutoemable them to carry their monitoring work.

The state party should be encouraged to provide amprenehsive information on how the system of renssdfor

enforment of the convention rights operates in thational system. In particular it wuld be in its owimterest, to provide
more specifc information about the competence, mleesources given to the Committee on Human Riglttss also in

the interests of the stat party to provide inforrnmat about the organs entitled to reviews decisiomsrestrictions to legal
capacity, as another example.
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14. The report should indicate any structural ohet significant obstacles arising from factors begdhe State Party’s
control which impede the full realization of the @ention rights, including details of the steps lpetaken to overcome
them

Unfortunately the report does not mention any fects such that would prevent it from implementimg convention. But
it is obvious that the heavy financial burden canaproblem to implement provisions like those néag progressive
realisation. For example, accessibility, the righ¢ducation and life in community and etc.

It is in the interests of the state party to proeid frank description of specifc problems that it@uters while attemping
to implement the convention provisions.

15. The report should include information on th@liementation of the disability elements of the étilium Development
Goals and on the outcomes of other relevant Unitetions conferences, summits and reviews.

The report provides little additional informatiorfigl for the proper evaluation of the good intenti®f the state party in
implementing the convention. The implementatiomainy of those other recommendations would meet t@ast greatly
facilitate the implementation of the convention\pstons. This includes measures taken to implerttenstandard rules of
equalization of opportunities for persons with Bittes; the World program of Action for persongth disabilities, the
Durban Program of Action against racism on doubkrimination, and the millennium development goals the
relationship between poverty and disability.

The state party should be encouraged to provideoiniation with regard to progress in the
implementation of these other programs

19. In the report, any reservation to or declaraticelating to any article of the Convention by tB&te Party should be
explained and its continued existence clarified.

Tunisia signed the convention on 30 Mar 2007, atified it on 2 Apr 2008. The convention enteret iforce for the state
party on 3 may 2008. It is also a party to theapl protocol signed and ratified in the same dasethe Convention.

The state party has not made any specific reservadi any of the provisions of the Convention. Heereat the time of the
adoption of the Convention text by the UN Generaeisbly, the permanent representative of Iraq spgakithe name of
the Arab group of 21 states parties (including Si@)imade a statement to the effect that these #tetbs understood legal
capacity under article 12 (para. 2) to mean ondyahility to have the capacity, but not the abii@ypractice that capacity.

It should be in the interest of the state partydiarify its position with regard to article 12 indht of its own legislation.

20. If a State Party is a participant to any of théernational Labour Organization (ILO) Conventiolisted in appendix 2
of the harmonized guidelines, or to any other rat#wconventions of United Nations specialized agenacnd has already
submitted reports to the supervisory committee(s)cerned that are relevant to any of the rightsoggized in the
Convention, it should appendthe respective parttha$e reports rather than repeat the informatiorthe treaty-specific
document.

The state party provides no information aboutritplementation of ILO Conventions.

The state party should be encouraged to provideoinfation with regard to its implementation of relemt ILO
conventions, and if necessary append the relevaartpof the reports

21. The report should indicate any provisions afidi&tion currently in force that the State partynsiders an obstacle to
the implementation of the Optional Protocol, and thieethere are plans to review such provisions.
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The report provides not such information, which t&ninterpreted as an indicationthat no such clestaexist and that
Tunisian nationals could report any violationshe tommittee as a last resort.

lll. Analysis of the report article by article

Articles 1 to 4 of the Convention

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

a) The definition of “disability” and “long term” imp@ment under Tunisian national law

b) The definition of “reasonable accommodation” , didisproportionate and undue burden”

c) The implementation of the convention principlepanticular the principle of promotion of the fukalization of the
rights

d) Indicating which rights are for immediate implemeitta and those that could be implemented in a @sgjve way

Examination

A. Definition of “persons with disabilities”

Under article 2 of the 2005 framework law on proimotand protection of persons with disabilitiesperson with
disabilities is “a person who has a long term impait of his/her abilities and capacities, physioantal, or sensory (be
they from birth or acquired) which limit his/herilily to exercise one or more personal or sociaibalaily activities and
which reduces his/her chances of integration inesgtc(see para. 22 quotation).

First remark (the definition embodies the medicaled)

In this definition emphasis is made on the longiteénpairments of the person which limit his capaoit integration.

This desfinition is different from the one in the Gemtion, which makes emphasis on the environmeantdl attitudinal
barriers?

Under the convention which supports the social moéeisability, impairmentger se,do not hinder a PWD’s ability to
exercise such daily activities.

The impairments are relevant and make the perdmabled only when theinteract with environmental and attitudinal
barriers.

If societal barriers (environmental and attitudjnate removed, these impairments should not ma&epénson disabled.
Such a focus on societal barriers in the convertt&fimition clearly directs the state party to Kied of legislative measures
and activities that it should be undertaking (cencentrate on removing societal barriers) andpubteffort on charity
measures.

Second remark (The definition is overly restricéwe does not enclose all possible types of disiaisi

Compare, under article 1 of the Convention: PWZltide those who have long-term physical, ment&g|lectual or sensory impairments
which in interaction with various barriers may héndheir full and effective participation in sogien an equal basis with others”.

12



a) The Tunisian definition restricts the concepBtgroups of impairmentgphysical mental, and sensory), whereas
the convention mentions four (physical, mentahssey andntellectual)

This means persons with intellectual forms of digt#s are not in principle considered “PWD” arttetefore may not be
entitled to the benefits accorded to such persadsiuthe applicable legislation.

b) The Tunisian definition restricts the concept tospas with fong term impairments whereas the convention
uses the term “including”, it does not say thasthare the only ones.

Through thetravauxpreparatoireis became clear that the group of persons withhilisas includes at least the following
additional two groups:

i)  Persons with short term forms of disabilities
ii)  Family members of persons with disabilities

These groups are not referred to in the definiGbRWD of Tunisia. This might have implications thre range of benefits
to which they entitled.

Conclusion:

Although the state party affirms that the definitis a mix of medical and social elements (pard. @3fortunately it might
be entirely the case. We also note the numbergisl&give acts cited in the report that relateharity and medical support
to (paras. 11- 15). This is not to say that thesenat necessary. Rather that they should be conepiem with policies,
strategies and programs that contribute to saethision of persons with disabilities.

B. The definition of “reasonable accommodation” , arfdisproportionate and undue burden”

The report attempts to define these terms by rneéeréo legislative acts “on accessibility of puliliglding and installations
and “on accessibility of communications and infotioratools” (see citations and quotes in paraso226).

The Tunisian law adopts a definition of “reasonasdeommodation” without limiting it to any specifiequirements of

“undue burden”, by simply stating that public anivate buildings intended to serve the public “dddoe made accessible
to persons with disabilities”. However, the legiga in force appears to indicate that the modifaas required only affect

buildings and institutions built after 1991. Thif is confirmed by independent sourtdhis would imply that the state
party thinks conducting changes in buildings betbet period would constitute “undue burden”. Wieetthis is the case or
not, the most important and positive is that thve éxists and Tunisian PWD can confirm that as itgies to new buildings

this law is progressively being implemented.

The state party should be encouraged to develogdhee accessibility policy with regard not only e hew ones, but all
buildings open for the public. Since PWD need terethose buildings as well, there is no reason wigydhanges should
apply only to buildings built after 1991. If charsgare to be made they are needed in all buildifggerience from other
countries shows that facilitations can always be enta new and oldbuildings, and this should be imgple enforced.
Needless to say these are measures that the comvéself admits could be implemented progressively

C. The implementation of the convention principles iparticular the principle of promotion of the full
realization of the rights

The state party should be praised for taking a raurnolb measures to ensure the full realization efrthuman rights and
freedoms, including the national plans of implera¢éioh of the 2005 framework law on disability issparas. 27-29).

The state party should be encouraged to proceed Withadoption of measures that will lead to the iniplementation of
all and each convention right.

D. Rights for immediate implementation versus rights forogressive implementation

The state party does not provide in its legislatipalicies and strategies, a distinction betweeawsé¢hrights that need
immediate implementation and those that not. Hawnethe convention itself in article 4(2), statieattsocial, economic and

¢ See information provided by US Department of Stettgman Rights Report, Tunisia, 2009.
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cultural rights could be implemented in a prognessivay. This should be done without prejudice twsthrights that should
be implemented immediately according to internatidaw. To this category fall the civil and patii rights’

The state party is encouraged to indicate which cention rights are covered by its plans and straesgin place. It would
be in its own best interests its own long term asses® of the prospects for the implementation of sigorights for which
no such plans were adopted yet.

Article 5 Equality and non-discrimination

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

a) The real possibility of using existing laws totgct rights;
b) Measures to guarantee equal and effective ptioteéncluding reasonable accommodation; policy grdgrams
and affirmative action to ensure a de facto eqyalit PWC with other members of the society

A. The real possibility of using existing law to protetights

The report relies on the framework law of 2005 dmasis for its proposition that at least in terrhdegislation there is an
interest of the state party to ensure an equdlithances for all (article 1) (paras. 45, 46).

Based on the 2005 framework law, a number of acte wdopted targeting specifically the issue of rifisination in such
areas like education; professional training andleympent (paras. 13, 14).

While the state party should be praised for thigprunately the absence of information with regaratontrol, reporting
lines and responsibilities for the implementatidrntiese acts, makes uncertain just how effectiweahti-discrimination
framework functions.

The state party is encouraged to provide for eadhtlee anti-discrimination acts detailed informatiombout existing
controlling mechanism that can ensure the real pisbty of their use to protect rights as providathder the Convention.

The state party is also encouraged to expand théi-discrimination legislative framework to cover alireas protected
under the Convention

B. Measures to guarantee equal and effective protattiocluding reasonable accommodation; Policy, pr@ms
and affirmative action to ensure a de facto equglif PWD with other members of the society

The stare party is raised for developing implemtgmaplans for certain areas (education, employmantessibility).
However, the report provides no indications of gregress in achieving the planned goals. Indepénsiemces have
indicated that affirmative actions taken in the wafyquotas for employment (para. 48) for example aot known or
seriously followed up by employing entiti®sAbsence of follow up measures and control mecmasiseem to diminish the
impact of otherwise powerful instruments for chawggihe situation for better in the state party.

Moreover, the Committee on the Rights of the Childabeded recently in June that discrimination in @ueication sector
continues, and urged the state party to allocatee rfinancial and human resources for the accompléstt of the targeted
objective of integration of children with disakiis in the education systei.

’ See comments on article 29 below.
8 See US Department of State, Human Rights Rep@®9,2Tunisia.

® CRC Concluding Observations, 16 June 2010, p&2a4®50.
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The state party is encouraged to provide additiomdbrmation with regard the measures undertakeneasure a de facto
equality between PWD and other members of the sgciet

It is also in the state party’s best interest okthchieving the goals of its strategies in the akdgromotion of the rights
of PWD to revise affirmative action plans, to enguproper control over their execution, and the alltion of appropriate
resources (financial and human are allocated), ftreir implementation.

Article 6 women with disabilities

Under this article the Committee has recommendedtdite party to provide information with the regartr alia to
the following issues:

a) Recognition of gender inequality of women
b) Parity of rights between women girls and men and mats PWD (in schools, employments and etc),and legtwe
these and other members of the society

A. Recognition of gender inequality of women

The report states that gender inequality of womers wecognised and abolished in law and in pradtite the
adoption of the code of personal status by abalgsipiolygamy and other usages such as the useatf Wijich put
women in inhuman conditions. Further laws were &elbpn 1981 and 1993 in favour of equality of sexadeed in
this respect the national legislation of Tunisiadsisidered one of the most progressive in the Amaitid *°

But still as recognised by the CEDAW in its recomnaimh to the state party, discrimination againstmeo
continues in practice an in its effeéts.

The State party is encouraged to provide similaatitical data with regard to facts of discriminaticagainst women
with disabilities. The state party is encouragedréwise its strategies to combat acts of discrimioatagainst women
with disabilities.

B. Parity of rights between women girls and men and/bavith PWD (in schools employments and etc), antiigen
these and other members of the society

The report states that efforts are being undertakeznsure this parity (see paras.54, 57). Spegifiwisions in the
2005 framework law do speak of the rights spedificaf women to education, professional requalifica and
employment.

In terms of projects the reports states that 20%euwfeficiaries of special programs of assistanaget@lop activities
generating revenues were given to women (para. 54).

There is no disaggregated data statistics withrdegaeducation or other areas.

The state party should be encouraged to conductdaillection with regard to the education employmetd other
areas disaggregated by type and sex of the persdm aisability.

Article 7. Children with disabilities

1% see US Department of State, Human Rights Rep@®g 2T unisia.

“CEDAW Concluding Observations, CEDAW/C/TUN/CO, 1#hé 2002.
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Under this article the Committee has recommendedtdite party to provide information with the regartr alia to
the following issues:

Identify the principles guiding decisions on chddrissues; the ability to express freely their viearsl have
appropriate assistance

A. Identify the principles guiding decisions on cHilen issues

The report relies on the text of the code of pribdacof the children adopted in 1995 (para.58,68), which contains a
specific provision (article 17) regarding childresith disabilities. The provision states that “aldhivith mental or

physical disability has a right in addition to teosecognised in general for children, to protectaomd medical
assistance as well & a degree of educationand trainimghich consolidates his self-determination andlitatés his

active participation in the society life.” (Emphasidded).

To the extent that the law speaks of the childresrititlementto a degree of education and traininiy appears
discriminatory and against the Convention, as thevE€uotion requires the same type of education thatilshbe
accorded to these children as to those who ardisalbled and their full integration in society.

It is not a question of giving hijust a degreef education; it is question of giving hithe same type of educatias
others receive. To do so, the society needs toigoaccommodations of the educational environmevith (
accessibility improvements of the schools environthawareness-raising, training and re-educatiothefschooling
staff and others).

In a social model of disability, measures are tailicto change society behaviour and not the PWhidkéres.

The state party is encouraged to provide furthefarmation with regard to measures undertaken to gieffect to the
acts protecting the rights of children persons witlisabilities.

B. The ability to express freely their views and leaappropriate assistance

The report states that the right of children toresply freely their views is effectively grantedid further indicated
that the right to education of the child, shouldfbkowed by a right to participate and to expréggly his opinion
(para. 63).

The state party is praised for this approach, howeiteshould be noted that the child’s own views shdwalso be
listened in matters concerning his health, conditi® of accommodation etc.

Article 8. Awareness-raising

Under this article the Committee has recommendedtdite party to provide information with the regartr alia to
the following issues:

Work done in the education system and the medimitimay a positive image of PWD (change attitudibahaviour,
and bias with regard to PWD); work done with PWD atigers to inform about the contents of the Convantio

A. Work done in the education system and the mediapbrtray a positive image of PWD (to change attiinal
behaviour, and bias with regard to PWD)

In order to portray a positive view of PWD the repsiates that the following measures were adofmtachs. 65-69):

a) A new law on the reform of the education systems adopted in 2008. Under this law school manwele revised
to include human rights education in the curriculum

b) Inclusion of specific modules on PWD in the sohrogram and thesis topics for universities
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A number of media dissemination programs were agezl. Including at least 20 daily programs at meticand
regional level intended to portray a positive viehPWD

In addition an unspecified number of seminars veeganized (concerning integration of PWD)
The state party is encouraged to proceed with dissation of positive information about persons withis@bilities

B. Work done with PWD and others to inform about thentents of the Convention

With regard to dissemination of information abdw tonvention and the rights therein containedréperts mentions
that it has planned the realization of 24 regisehinars for the second semester of 2010, andtthas produced a
number of booklets on the issue and published laat@n of relevant legislative texts on the proimotand protection
of the rights of persons with disabilities bothArabic and French.

The state party is recommended to disseminate itiégerial widely to the extent possible to all 1500@9/D living in
Tunisia.

The state party is also encouraged to disseminafermation about the existing remedies that PWD ddwaddress in
case of violation of their convention rights.

Article 9 - Accessibility

Under this article the Committee has recommendedtidte party to provide information with the regartér alia to
the following issues:

Measures (legislative and others) for access to @mvironment (physical (built in, transport), infoation,
communications, social (facility and services pded to the public);accessibility standards, contard sanctions for
non-compliance

A. Measures (legislative and others) for access to #hevironment (physical (built in, transport), infonation,
communications, social (facility and services prded to the public

The state party has adopted a number of acts, ebmkich before the adoption of the convention aimefacilitating
the accessibility of the built in environment (para5-78).

These acts include:

i)  The 1981 law on the promotion and protection akpes with disabilities. Under article 23 of thasn “civil
buildings open to the public must be accessibleaataghted for the use of persons with disabilities”.

ii)  The 1991 decree requiring under article 7 compgawicbuilding projects with technical standardsaofessibility
for PWD.

iiiy The 1991 decision of the ministry of equipment witgard to technical norms to facilitate the movenw PWD
in the interior of buildings, lifts, stairs, parkintoilets, telephones, signalizations and fat¢ittaof the use of
equipment.

iv) The 1994 law on physical education and the spohigtwobliges sport clubs to create conditions for sport
activities of PWD

These acts were complemented by the adoption ofreébevant national plan of requalification of thebfic
environment was developed in 2007 and its execugtarted in 2008 (para. 80). Based on this plan vhak been
ongoing to make accessible all public spaces imetuduildings and installations constructed fron®19

The state party is encouraged to proceed with thalimtion of its accessibility plan including by pviding adequate
resource funding.The state party is encouraged tooypde additional information, with regard to the epe,
objectives, and phases of implementation.
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B. Accessibility standards, control, and sanctions fusn-compliance

Accessibility standards were comprehensively dgyedoin the 2006 decree regarding technical norneoéssibility
and the 2006 decree with regard to adaptation efnsi@f communication and information, and the fi@tibn of the
transport of PWD (see 79).

The state party is encouraged to provide additiomdbrmation with regard to control mechanisms arsanctions for
non-compliance. In the absence of these controllingechanisms, the state party is encouraged to dgvéhem.

Article 10 — Right to Life

Under this article the Committee has recommendedttte party to provide information with the regartér alia to
the following issues:

Right to life of PWD; Prohibition of arbitrary dejation of life

Right to life of PWD

We should note as a positive sign the fact thét botaw and practice the state party has estaddishnational strategy
for the early finding and prevention of disabil(pyaras. 83-86). The state party should also beguador granting free
medical service for all persons with disabilitiessluding mobile devises and prosthesis.

The state party is encouraged to ensure that theefand informed consent of mother and parents iguested in all
case of enforced miscarriage for reasons of disapiprevention (para. 84).

Article 11 - Situations of risk and humanitarian energencies

Under this article the Committee has recommendedsthte party to provide information with the rebeter aliato
the following issues:

Measures taken to include persons with disabilitiesational emergency
protocols; Measures taken to ensure that humarstadid relief is distributed in an accessible
way to people with disabilities caught in humanitaremergency

The report refers (para. 88) to provisions of ti®P law on the code of security and preventionisisr of fire,
explosion or panic in buildings, article 2 of whigfers specifically to the needs of PWD in cadesnmergency.

The state party is encouraged to adopt a comprehankegislation for situations of emergency.

Article 12 - Equal recognition before the law

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstite party to provide information with the regarter aliato the
following issues:

Legislation does or does not exist which restribts full legal capacity on the basis of disabilitydameasures being taken
towards conformity with article 12; Support for PW® exercise their legal capacity and manage theiafiicial affairs;
Existence of safeguards against abuse of suppdeeision-making models

Measures taken for PWD to enjoy legal capacity amtipular to own or inherit property, to control theown financial
affairs and to have equal access to bank loanstgages and other forms of financial credit, andithéght not to be
arbitrarily deprived of their property
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A. Ledgislation does or does not exist which restridte full legal capacity on the basis of disability
and measures being taken towards conformity with elgi12; Support for PWD to exercise their
legal capacity and manage their financial affairs;

The report affirms that in principle no such lawsex and that on the contrary the 2005 law engihegffective equality of
chances and of treatment between PWD and othems. @2).

According to the report the existing law makes ®wteptions to this rule (with regard to persondiwitental disabilities
and persons with visual impairments) in the follegvcircumstances (paras. 93-96):

i) Under the code of obligations and contracts (1%06¢le 6, persons with mental disability may kstricted in their
capacity to act, in case of non-participation dtifor at the signature of the contract for whick thw requires such
participation

However in compensation under the Penal code ofsiaipersons with mental disability are also prtetddn case of
commissionof an act subject to penal sanction

i)  Under the 2008 Law for persons with visual impaintsegoublicofficers are obliged to read out the fexthis signature
and the signature must be done in the presencavibhass if he intends to sign an official document

iii) A person with mental disability whose rights haee restricted may sign a marriage contract thrauglior. He may
request the review of a decision restricting himleapacity.

In addition to this we should note that a persatwiental disability is also denied a right to vote

The state party should is encouraged to proceea@ tgradual replacement of substitute decision makimgchanisms by
mechanisms granting full legal capacity includindhé possibility of supported-decision making. Any Bumeasures of
supported decision making should be subject to regueview.

B. Measures taken for PWD to enjoy legal capacity iarficular to own or inherit property, to
control their own financial affairs and to have egliaccess to bank loans, mortgages and other
forms of financial credit, and their right not to & arbitrarily deprived of their property

The report states ( 99-100) that PWD are grantedinemeasures of positive discrimination (lesgrfiest rates for example)
to enable them to have access to bank loans, ngesgend other forms of financial credit. Howevemse of the banks such
as thecaisse sociaprovide credits only to those PWD who are membéthke caisse.

In total some 12000 PWD have taken credits fronkbamut of 150000 PWD in Tunisia.

The state party is encouraged to proceed with suobifive measures and extend to reach to all PWD.

Article 13 - Access to justice

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstite party to provide information with the regarter aliato the
following issues:

Effective access to justice at all stages of tigallprocess; effective training of personnel in tiaional justice and prison
system; Age-related accommodations

The report states that the state party is worlkongrisure the availability of effective access wiige at all stages of the legal
process (paras. 101, 103).
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One procedural accommodation is mentioned for persdgth hearing impairments, with the decision $sign experts in
sign languages to work with the courts.

There is little information with regard to age-teldhaccommodations.

The state party is encouraged to ensure effectiweess to justice for PWD who allege that their rightinder the
convention have been violated.

Article 14 - Liberty and Security of the Person

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstédte party to provide information with the regarter aliato the
following issues:

Measures to ensure that PWD are not deprived @rtjbon the basis of disability; Prohibition of titationalization of
PWD; reasonable accommodation, and similar procatguarantees for PWD in prison for criminal actAwareness
raising campaign

The report affirms that the liberty and securityttod person is assured under the existing legisiand therefore no one can
be deprived of liberty on the basis of disabilipyafas. 105-108). Moreover the state party provédssstance to persons with
disabilities under the following circumstances:
a) Assistance and care to the PWD in their family
b) Material assistance to a needing PWD person otelgal tutor to contribute to meeting his
fundamental needs
c) The placement of a PWD in a welcoming family.

The reports recognises though that an exceptiahése measures which consists in depriving a PWbisofiberty on
account of his disability is till made in one peutiar situation:

When the PWD himself, or his tutor requests hicgraent in such an institution under article 17haf 2005 framework
law.

The report mentions the existence of 3 centrespfidation of liberty on account of disability. Theport does no mention
the case of psychiatric institutions.

The state party is praised for all its efforts toaterially assist persons with disabilities includingith
incentives to welcoming families.

The state party is recommended to take phased stewards the gradual replacement of the tutorship
system and its replacement of a system supportsittimaking in compliance with provisions of the
Convention.

Article 15 - Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment

Under this article the Committee has recommendedsthte party to provide information with the regés the following
issues:

Prevention from medical or scientific experimergativithout their free and informed consent; PWD dthou
be made part of national strategies and mechantsrpsevent torture

The report refers in general terms to its adheréadee Convention against torture as a guaranteprégvention of such
experiments (para. 110).
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Unfortunately the report provides no informatiorthmiegard to specific legislation on preventiom@#dical and scientific
experimentation without the free and informed comsef persons with disabilities. The report alsmvides little
information with regard to the work of psychiatimstitutions.

The report mentions efforts at prevention of sitwret of degrading treatment of PWD at hands ofgteentities. Indeed it
mentions that under article3 of the framework lawRAD, the state and the society are collectiveponsible to avoid
situations of sexual and economic exploitation redabandon of PWD (para. 111).

The state party is recommended to provide statistegarding the practice of medical experimentat®m hospitals, and
the strategy and policies adopted to prevent sugbegiments without the free will of persons with dishdies.

Article 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence ad abuse

Under this article the Committee has recommendedsthte party to provide information with the regts the following
issues:

Measures to protect PWD, from all forms of explidia, violence and abuse; Social protection meastioeassist
and support PWD; Measures to ensure that all sesvignd programmes designed to serve PWD are abtessid

effectively monitored by independent authoritiegaBures to ensure that all PWD who are victims @ienice have
access to effective recovery, rehabilitation andggammes; and acts of violence and abuse againsD R\V¢

identified, investigated and, where appropriate,qecuted

The report states that specific penal legislat®available criminalizing certain types of violermammitted against PWD,
specially the exposure of children with disabibitie abandon (para. 111).

The report also mentions that according to artBfleof the code of protection of the child adoptedl®95 according to
which the delegate for the protection of childhdwb been entrusted with the generic mission ofroblinig situations
where children are exposed to violence (para. 115).

In addition, the Higher Committee of Human Rights &whdamental Freedoms is intrusted with monitoptages where
PWD are placed (para. 113).

The state party sis encouraged to provide detailsfbrmation with regard to the work of independent mibtoring
authorities. The state party should also be encaged to provide practical information regarding oes of prosecutions
of abuses against persons with disabilities.

Article 17 - Protecting the integrity of the person

Under this article the Committee has recommendedsthte party to provide information with the regtr the following
issues:

Protection of PWD from medical (or other) treatmegiven without the free and informed consent;
Protection of PWD from forced sterilization, andlgiand women from forced abortions; Independent
review organizations (role and composition) and pesgmes of work

The report provides no answer to the issues recaometkto the state party with regard to this artiafgart from repeating
what that article requires it to do (para. 117).

The state party is encouraged to provide additiomaformation with regard to the implementation of éhright to the
integrity of the person.
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The state party is recommended to adopt specifigislation prohibiting medical treatment without freeonsent;
prohibiting forced sterilization and forced abortioon the basis of disability.

The state party is also encouraged to establisheipeindent review boards in the composition of both®&chuman rights
entities and medical and judicial institutions.

Article 18 - Liberty of movement and nationality

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstite party to provide information with the regarter aliato the
following issues:

Measures to ensure the right of PWD to acquire tionality and not to be deprived of it; to ensubne right of
PWD to enter or leave his country arbitrarily; Meass to ensure that every newborn child with a loiiitg be
registered upon birth and given a name and a natityn

According to the report the right of everyone tguwice a nationality is granted under the Tunisiadecon nationality. A
person cannot be deprived of it (para. 120).

PWD also have a right to enter and leave their tgurlowever a person can be denied a passporebigidn of an organ
of justice (para. 122).

According to the report every new-born is indeesbiasd registration on birth (paras.118, 119).

The state party is praised for its very progresdemgislation with regard to the safeguards it grartts PWD.
The state party is recommended to revise its naidegislation on national passports. A passpoitdian identity card is
a person’s document, and as such should not be useenforce a judicial decision.

Article 19 - Living independently and being includel in the
community

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstate party to provide information with the rejto the following
issues:

The existence of available independent living s@sermcluding the provision of personal assistabtspersons who so
require; The existence of in-house support servaésving persons with disabilities to live in thetommunity; The
existence and range of options of residential sewifor living arrangements, including shared ankelgred

accommodation which take into account the form saldlity; The degree of accessibility for personghvdisabilities to

community services and facilities provided to teaayal population

The report states that persons with serious forfndésability benefit from in-house medical and @aptation services given
by specialized associations. It also states thdemumhe 2005 framework law sheltered accommodattoas take into
account forms of disability should be provided inilthngs. There is little information on the avaikty of such
accommodations (para. 125).

The report also states that under a 2009 decremvaspeciality of life assistants has been createslipport independent
living schemes (para. 127).

The state party is praised for its measures takernsure independent living in the community of PWD

The state party is encouraged to develop furthee ttange of its support services for PWD and incluitie
house shopping services, escort services and others
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Article 20 - Personal mobility

Under this article the Committee has recommendedsthte party to provide information with the regér the following
issues:

Measures to facilitate the personal mobility of gmrs with disabilities, including the use of strelgins for accessibility,
Measures taken to ensure that the technologiesuaes-friendly; Measures taken to give training imbility skills to
persons with disabilities and specialist staff

The report refers that a number of measures wearpted to facilitate the personal mobility of PWB.darticular,it refers to
the national plan of requalification of public spaclready mentioned above. As a resulted of thpdeimentation of the
plan many public institutions, roads and meansasfdport having been adapted or builtto meet theirement of personal
mobility of PWD (paras. 129-135).

The plan includes accessibility of the informatiand communication sector and contemplates finarfeiailities to
encourage service providers to make the relevamices adjustments (paras. 133-134).

Awareness raising campaign was launched to assiseisensitization of the general public abouttbed of establishing a
PWD friendly public environment.

The report also refers that with the same objeaiivacilitating personal mobility assistive tectogies and devices are
given free of charge to all registered PWD,thegpamt itself is also free for the PWD and his dasis

The state party is encouraged to double efforts aadources intended to promote a culture of accksity of the public
environment to persons with disabilities. It is engaged to expand the scope of the plan to involwdding of the period
before 1991.

Article 21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, andccess to information

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstate party to provide information with the rejto the following
issues:

Measures to ensure that information provided to dkeaeral public is accessible to persons with diizs; measures to
ensure that persons with disabilities can use tpedferred means of communication in all forms éit@f interaction and

access to information, such as sign language, Brailnd other accessible means; measures to uriyatprentities and
mass media to provide their information and serviée an accessible form for persons with disabsitielegree of
accessibility of mass media and percentage of pubbbsites that comply with the Web Accessibilitfiatnie (WALI)

standards; Legislative and other measures takdeetinto the official recognition of sign language(s)

The report states that a number of legislative @hdr measures were taken to ensure that informagovices both public
and private were accessible to PWD (decree 20@6),that the public TV channels and radio chanpadsluce regular
programs for PWD (some 20 programs per week) (pag&-140).

The report also states that braille is used indtlecation system. Legislative and practical measwumere taken for the
official recognition of sign language, and the depeent of the Tunisian dictionary of sign languagke use of Tunisian
sign language in public institutions is promotediay of indication of the most common used sigr@sdpl141).

The report states that a number of other initisti@ed measures were taken to ensure web accegsanild in particular all

administrative websites were made accessible foDRéras. 144, 147), and PWD benefit from a redactf 50% for
internet services.
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The state party is encouraged to proceed with wookvdards ensuring full freedom of expression and acse®
information for PWD

Article 22 - Respect for privacy

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstate party to provide information with the rejto the following
issues:

Measures to protect the privacy of personal, healtid rehabilitation related information of persomsth
disabilities; measures taken so that persons wilalilities not be concealed on the pretext of @ctibn of
privacy

The report presents a generic statement with refgatioe requirement of protection of personal infation
(para. 150).

The state party should be encouraged to provideter details with regard to protection of the privaof
personal and health information of PWD.

The state party is recommended to adopt specifigislation granting the inviolability of health
information of PWD.

The state is encouraged to adopt specific legistatand other measures intended to prevent conceplri PWD on
pretext of protection of privacy.

Article 23 - Respect for home and the family

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstéite party to provide information with the rebtr the
following issues:

Measures to ensure that persons with disabilitiey @xercise the right to marry and to found a fgnoih the
basis of full and free consent; that persons wiibakilities have access to family planning, assesti
reproduction and adoption or fostering programméisat parents with disabilities, who so require, are
provided with the adequate support in their chiéhring responsibilities, ensuring the parent-child
relationship; that no child is separated from hés/parents because of the disability of either ¢hédd or one
or both of the parents; to support fathers and maghin order to prevent concealment, abandonmeathe
boy or girl with a disability; to avoid institutialization of boys and girls with disabilities whogarents are
unable to care for them

The code of personal status of Tunisia provides B8 mental forms of disability may marry, and € Is restrictedin his
legal capacity he should do so only with the age®mof his tutor (para. 154).

The report provides that families of PWD are gitbe necessary monetary assistance to enable thexduate their
children in the family environment (para. 157).

The report states that everything is done to air@titutionalization of PWD. These measures incltle setting up of the
so called centres of daily care (para. 161) inmber of 279 and the consequent reduction of thebearof institutions for
PWD to only 4; these measures also include incestio place PWD with interested welcoming famit@svhich the State
provides material assistance. The program whichbiees active since 2008, lead to the placemenOdPWD in such
welcoming families (para. 155-163).
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The state party is recommended to proceed with messthat support families to enable them to eductteir children
with disabilities in the family environment, and thiway contribute to the phased closing down of ingtons for PWD.

The state party is encouraged to consider revisitsgegislation with regard to marriage contracts persons with mental
disability as this may be in violation of article2lof the Convention.

Article 24 - Education

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

Measures to ensure that every child with disabgitias access to early-stage education, and manglptimary, secondary
and higher education

According to the report, the 2002 law on profesai@ducation (as amended in 2008) provides spatliifithat the state will
ensure equal right to education of children witbedlilities (para. 164, 165).

Tunisia has designed a national plan of schoobimatén whose implementation started in the ye&322004 and whose
full implementation is expected to be achieved B¥2® The goal of the plan is full integration of sthool age children in
the ordinary system of education and includes abmunof preparatory projects such as requalificatidneducation

institutions, programs of early identification oisabilities, integration in the school system frearly stage education,
capacity building and awareness-raising work (pa68).

The so called integrated schools number now soreiB&hich 1496 are registered added to the 60B8rathildren with
disabilities accepted automatically in the schgstem (para. 170).

The state party is praised for its efforts to impient its plan of school integration of children wittlisabilities. The state
party is recommended to increase available resoarizeorder to meet the time line of full generallsaol integration of
children with disabilities by year 2015.

Article 25 - Health

Under this article the Committee has recommendedsthte party to provide information with the regts the following
issues:

Measures that protect against discrimination andwee that persons with disabilities have the sanoessto quality health
services, including in the area of sexual and rejuiciive health; to ensure that persons with distibdi have access to
disability-related health rehabilitation in theioenmunity freely and without financial cost

The report affirms that by ratifying the Conventibe State party showed its intention to ensuré@iMD the same access to
quality health services as other members of sobietyefit. Programs of sexual and reproductive heak provided to PWD
as well (paras. 181, 184).

The reports states that on the basis of the 2@0Bework law, PWD are granted treatment free ofgiarhe expenses are
taken care of by the state for the case of thogxtireme need, and by the insurance companiefidsetwho part thereof
(para. 182). A number of other measures intendg@adeweent disability were devised (para. 183.)

The state party is encouraged to provide additiomdbrmation regarding the system of health insurae, and whether or

not it covers all persons with disabilities. The &as urged to develop a health insurance packabattcan cover all
PWD.
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Article 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

General habilitation and rehabilitation programmésr persons with disabilities, in the areas of hkealemployment,
education and social services, including in rurakas; to ensure that participation in habilitatioand rehabilitation
services and programmes is voluntary

The report refers that the state party has estedali®ne institution for habilitation and rehabtiiba training, and that it is
planning the opening of a second institution in seeth of the country in 2010. In addition it hak r2gional centres of
habilitation and rehabilitation (paras. 185, 1889)L The report says nothing about the availgbdit such services and
programs in rural areas.

The report states that programs of rehabilitatiendesigned with the assistance of the PWD thereseind their parents,
which ensure its voluntary character (para. 185).

The state party is encouraged for proceed with ff®ks to provide quality programs of habilitatioand rehabilitation for
person with disabilities. The state party is recommded to extend these programs to the rural areas.

Article 27 - Work and employment

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidite party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

Measures taken to ensure protection against disngtion in all stages of employment; The impadbodeted employment
programmes and policies in place to achieve fulil @noductive employment among persons with disesjitAffirmative
and effective action measures for the employmepeisons with disabilities in the regular labour rket; Accessibility of
persons with disabilities to open employment andatioral training services, including those for theomotion of self-
employment; Availability of technicaland financisdgstance for the provision of reasonable accomrmods; measures to
assure the retention and retraining of workers whifesua workplace injury resulting in a disability grenting them from
performing their previous tasks; to ensure varifmsns of work, such as work on location, telecomnguiirif-site/at home)
and subcontracting, and work opportunities offergchbw communication technologies

The reports affirms that the prohibition againsicdimination of PWD in all stages of employmengisured by reference to
the relevant national laws (2005 framework lawi¢st26); article 27 of the Constitution) (para.1)}9Based on this a
comprehensive national plan for employment of P43 wet up.

The report also affirms that a number of targeteghleyment programs and affirmative actions are lace to meet the
needs of employment of PWD. It quotes the 2005 éwmark law, which establishes a minimum quota of 186
employment of PWD in the public sector each yeacokding to the report this policy has enabledeimployment of 600
PWD since the start of the project (para. 192).

Among the affirmative employment actions the redsb counts

i) The requirement for any company (public or privag)ploying more than 100 employees to reserve 1%s of
posts for PWD (para. 193).

i) The employment of PWD has been made the subjeegafar labour agreements.

iiil) A number of tax exemptions is provided for privatgities employing PWD (para. 196)

iv) An Annual presidential prize for the integrationRdVD was established in 2008 (para. 205)

In addition vocational training is supported andmoted by the state party, through training prsjentd special funding
initiatives for PWD (paras. 198-202).

The report states indeed that a number of scheorefufiding microcredits were developed which inelutie national
program of promotion of revenue generating actsitfor PWD. Due to this policy some 700 new revegaeerating
projects are developed each year for PWD (pards. ZB1)

In terms of retaining and retraining policies, tieport states that when the disability is a restih working accident, the
employer is obliged to retrain and continue to emphe person in another position (para. 197).
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A number of measures are provided under the framelaov 2005 to ensure various alternative formswiployment of
persons with disabilities including telecommutimgirk from home, etc. (para. 195).

The state party is encouraged to provide additiom#brmation with regard to the national plan of enigyment (its long
term goals, benchmarks and funding).

The state party is recommended to continue awarsnessing campaigns to develop a national culturéinclusion of
persons with disabilities through offering of moregpportunities for their valid engagement in produeé employment.

The state party is encouraged to continue finding ygaof involving more persons with disabilities in elayment. It is
urged to reinforce control mechanism to ensure ttihe program of quotas are known by all and enfodceffectively.

Article 28 - Adequate standard of living and social
protection

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstdite party to provide information with the regartér alia to the
following issues:

Measures taken to ensure availability and accespdrgons with disabilities to clean water, adequaiedf clothing and

housing; to ensure access by persons with disaslitd services, devices and other appropriate tssie at affordable

prices, including the availability of programmesathcover disability related extra financial costs ensure access by
persons with disabilities, in particular women andsgiand older persons with disability, to social fgotion programmes
and poverty reduction programmes

The report affirms that statistic data availablevgh that Tunisia will able to meet the millenniuevdlopment goal in terms
of combat against poverty. There is an increastannilies owning houses up to 80%, the significaimidution of the
mortality rate for children below the age of 5 yeaa better life expectancy up to 74 years at birtB009, among other
indicators (paras. 208-211).

The report affirms that in addition to the policyfall free medical assistance to PWD which inclsideee mobility devices
(paras. 210-211), the state party has also dewvetlap®licy of direct public material assistancéaimilies in need including
23000 families of PWD (para. 211). This is partitefnational social assistance program to poor lfas{para. 213). In
addition a fond of national solidarity exists tiais been effective in achieving poverty reducinlicigs especially in rural
areas (para. 214). These poverty reducing plans imaluded the building of new infrastructures, $iog, electricity, clean
water and cover more than 1800 zones (para. 214).

The state party is encouraged to continue develgpand implementing these plans, including by lifgnthe amount of
material assistance allocated to families of PWD.

Article 29 - Participation in political and public life

Under this article the Committee has recommendedtdite party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

Legislation and measures to guarantee to personk wdisabilities, in particular persons with mental ortellectual
disability, political rights, including, if it ishte case, existing limitations and actions takerovercome them; Support
provided, if any, to persons with disabilities fbetestablishment and maintenance of organizatiomepresent their rights
and interests at local, regional and national level

According to the report, the 2005 framework lawidtss on the need to ensure equal chances for PWiDtten other
members of the society. And that the electoral cade the constitution grants to all PWD full rightt participation in
political life (paras. 215, 216).
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According to the report the relevant national lavisthe state party also grant freedom of associatio persons with
disabilities (para. 218). These organizations atéled and in practice do benefit from substantupport from the state
party (219).

The state party is praised for its policies towagtanting full right of participation of persons wittdisabilities in political
and decision making life of the society.

The state party is requested to provide additiomdbrmation to confirm allegations that persons wittmental disabilities
are still denied a right to vote under the presesliectoral laws. The state party should be encouradedrevise its
legislation to conform it to the requirements ofehconvention under articles 29 and 12 of the Contien. It should be
noted that the right to vote is a civic and polgicright and therefore can be implemented immedigte

The state party is recommended to consider amendigdegislation in a way that ensures an effectikgpresentation of
persons with disabilities at all levels of the déeismaking which affects their interests in accordae with the wishes of
the local associations of persons with disabilitiggmra.221).

Article 30 - Participation in Cléltural life,
recreation, leisure and sport

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

Measures taken to recognize and promote the ri§peosons with disabilities to take part on an dduasis with others in
cultural life, including opportunities to develoma utilize their creative, artistic and intelleciuaotential; to ensure that
cultural, leisure, tourism and sporting facilitiese accessible to persons with disabilities, takimtg account children with
disabilities, including through the conditional usé public procurement and public funding; to eresdhat intellectual
property laws do not become a barrier for person$wlisabilities in accessing cultural materials, luding participation

in relevant international efforts

The report states that among the measures talgnano the right of PWD to take part on equal basik others in cultural
life, leisure and sports are such affirmative awtitike the granting of free access to museumsurallsites, stadiums and
sport installations for PWD. The state party ha® alndertaken initiatives to facilitate the praetaf sports such as the
obligation of physical education courses for PW3éhools, the creation of a specialization in ptaistducation and sports
in institutes of physical education and the oblafor the special education schools to have déirtturricula the subject of
sports and cultural recreation for PWD (paras. 22@).

The state party actively supports the establishraéaport associations of PWD organize regularomai competitions and

ensure their participation at international eveiiise State party has also provided for facilitiesbeaches for access of
PWD (para.226).

The state party is recommended to proceed withffigres to integrate fully PWD in cultural life andsports.

The state party is recommended to participate ativin international efforts to easier intellectugbroperty laws that
prevent access of PWD to cultural material.

Article 31 - Statistics and data collection

Under this article the Committee has recommendedtdite party to provide information with the regartér alia to the
following issues:
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Measures taken to collect disaggregated appropriafiermation, including statistical and researchtdato enable the state
party to formulate and implement policies to giiee@ to the Convention respecting human rights &mbamental
freedoms, ethics, legal safeguards, data protecttmmfidentiality and privacy; the disseminationtbese statistics and
measures to ensure their accessibility by persotisdisabilities

The report states that population census are coediuegularly every 10 years and that they arenited to collect
disaggregated data including with regard to persatis disabilities. Apart from these other regutiata collection work is
done specifically targeting persons with disal@ét{paras. 229-231).

The report refers that on this basis an informatiatabase exists containing information on all P{véra. 230).

The report affirms that the data collected has hesed to better focus efforts at eliminating basria the way of providing
better services for persons with disabilities (pa282,233).

The state party is recommended to provide furthetadls with regard to methods of collection of sudata, respect for
ethics, legal safeguards confidentially and privaend the application of these principles in the ueéthe information
data base of PWD in the state party.

Article 32 - International cooperation

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

Measures taken to guarantee that international @ation be inclusive and accessible by persons aighbilities; Actions
toward facilitating and supporting capacity-buildingncluding through the exchange and sharing oforimfation,
experiences, training programmes and best practiOesthe progress, and effectiveness of progranforehe exchange of
technical know-how and expertise for the assistarfigeersons with disabilities

The report states that the state party has beemgakncerted efforts to associate organizationBWD in programs of
international cooperation efforts. In this connewctihe state party has signed protocols with the@an Union and the
League of Arab States (para. 234).

The report states that the different programs tfrirational cooperation pursue the goal of fatitithcapacity building and
the exchange of information and experiences, tbgskange programs exist with Spain, Italy, Belgiurd &rance (paras.
236-239).

The state party is encouraged to participate moogively in international cooperation efforts.

Article 33 - National implementation and monitoring

Under this article the Committee has recommendedstidte party to provide information with the regarter alia to the
following issues:

The designation of one or more focal points wittie Government for matters relating to the implemton of the
Convention and facilitate related action in differesectors and at different levels; the establishm@na framework,
including one or more independent mechanisms, gsoppiate and measures taken to promote, protea aronitor
implementation of the Convention taking into acdotire principles relating to the status and funotiof national
institutions for the protection and promotion of nman rights; On budget allocations for the purposi national
implementation and monitoring
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The state party has designated the Higher CouncPdénsons with Disabilities established under thenEwork law as the
coordination mechanisms within the government lierimplementation of the convention (para. 240)

The state party has designated the Higher Comnfitteeluman Rights and Political Freedoms as the rooinifj organ
under article 33 of the Convention (para. 241).

The state party is praised for the designation dfetinstitutions which under the convention are to awlinate
implementation efforts of the state on one side andnitor implementation of the Convention on the ath

The state party is encouraged to enable these osganfulfil their proper role by ensuring the propdudget allocations
are made for the purpose of national implementatiand monitoring.
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