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1. INTRODUCTION

The political, economic and social crisis in Republika Srpska  and the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina continued during April. The leaders of the strongest political parties fail to demonstrate will for cooperation and tolerance. They mostly stick to their already known opinions. 

The politicians from Republika Srpska do their best to create the common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Their firm standpoint can be found in the fact that entity jurisdictions will be lost by the creation of the common police and that it is the path towards the disappearance of Republika Srpska and its merger into the common state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Not even the representatives of the international community, led by the Office of the High Representative and the USA Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, can do anything to change such attitudes of the Serbian politicians in Republika Srpska.  

Due to the halt in police reform, the talks on the Stabilization and Accession Agreement between the Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union have been stopped.  

The political situation has deteriorated after the statements of the President of the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats and the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik that the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina should be organized as federal. He suggests that instead of the two existing entities (Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the third entity, Herceg Bosna, be formed and that these three federal units make the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Such proposal encountered harsh condemnation of the Bosnian political parties from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

This political instability is also threatened by the activities of certain non-government organizations in Republika Srpska which lead an open campaign for the separation of Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina. The most recent argument for the adherents of such option is the status of Kosovo in Serbia. The activists of these organizations suggest that in case Kosovo becomes independent, Republika Srspka should gain its independence and be separated from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The political situation is also unstable with regard to Srebrenica and its citizens. The Municipality of Srebrenica has initiated the action to separate this municipality from the constitutional legal order of Republika Srpska. They are dissatisfied with the present treatment of this municipality from the common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The citizens of Bosnian nationality ask that Srebrenica is given the status of the district, just like Brčko. 

As a sign of protest and pressure on the authorities a group of citizens of Bosnian nationality left Srebrenica and are living in settlement made of tents in Sarajevo.       

In the work of the three-member Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, one member used its right to veto. The representative of the Serbian nation Nebojša Radmanović place veto to a decision to which the representatives of the Bosnian and Croatian nation voted affirmatively.   

There have been several incidents in this period also, motivated by national and religious intolerance, as well as preventing return of non-Serbian population in the areas of Republika Srpska. In the majority of cases such cases remain unsolved.

The Institute for the Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina has still not started its work due to political misunderstandings and lack of trust between the political parties from Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The activities on the search for the missing persons are still performed independently by the entity committees. The Committee for the Search for the Missing Persons of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina mostly searches for the missing Bosnians in the area of Republika Srpska, and the Committee for the Search for the Missing Persons from Republika Srpska search for the citizens of Serb nationality in the area of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Investigations are being concocted with the judicial authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina against the individuals accused of war crimes. The State Agency for Safety and Protection is currently investigating 500 reports against the individuals accused of war crimes.

Before the Court of BH several trial are ongoing and some final verdicts have already been brought. Verdicts for war crimes have also been pronounced in the Main Court in the Brčko District.      

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN B& H 

In the previous month the representatives of international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina continued its activities on reconciliation of attitudes of political leaders in Bosnia and Herzegovina regarding police reform and settling down the situation related to the events in Srebrenica.

The European Committee rendered one of the most important decisions and it refers to the Agreement on visa related privileges for some categories of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Visa related privileges will be given to diplomats, students, scientific and cultural workers, researches, journalists, state officers, businessmen, workers in transportation, religious officers, members of non-government organizations and citizens going abroad for medical treatment or accompanying ill persons. 

The decision is supposed to be ratified by all members of the Council of Europe by the end of this year.

In organization of the American Chamber of Economy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the USA Ambassador and Ambassador of Canada a donors «Night of Thousand Dinners» was held, when 126,000 dollars were raised as an aid to the Center for Removal of Mines, intended for demising, of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The USA Government donated the same sum. 

2.1. Office of the High Representative 

The High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Christian Schwarz Schilling made some amendments to the Criminal Procedural Code.

These amendments regulate the cases related to the persons transferred to Bosnia and Herzegovina from the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia in the Hague. The amendments to the Criminal Procedural Code have been rendered at the proposal of the President of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Supreme Court of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Appellation Council of the Brčko District.        

3. THE WORK OF COMMON AUTHORITIES OF B& H

The negotiation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union on Stabilization and Accession Agreement has been stopped since Bosnia and Herzegovina failed to meet all requirements for signing the Agreement. 

The main obstacle for signing the Agreement is the halt in conducting police reforms and creating common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina with three principles (common financing, common command and division into police regions). 

According to the opinion of the main negotiator between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union, Igor Davidović, the Agreement could be signed by July 1 this year provided a common attitude on the organization of police in Bosnia and Herzegovina is achieved. 

The police reform is not accepted by the Serb political parties in Republika Srpska,  which advocate the preservation of entity police of Republika Srspka.

3.1. The Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

In the work of the collective Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Haris Silajdžić, Bosnian member, Nebojša Radmanović, Serb member and Željko Komšić, Croatian member) veto was used for the first time by one of its members (all decisions of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina are made by consensus). 

The Serbian member and the presiding of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Nebojša Radmanović, placed veto on the decision which the Bosnian and the Croats voted in favor of. 

This decision was to refer the request to Republika Srpska for complying with the verdict of the International Court of Justice, establishing that Serbia is responsible for failing to prevent genocide in Srebrenica in July 1995. Serbia is requested to comply with the obligations towards Bosnia and Herzegovina, arising from the Convention on preventing and punishing genocide crime, and to arrest all persons accused of war crimes on its territory and punish anyone who participated in the genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The use of veto was justified by violating national interests of the Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The National Assembly of Republika Srpska held an extraordinary meeting on this occasion and fully supported the use of veto by the presiding Nebojša Radmanović (member of the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats). 

3.2. Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina accepted the report of the Committee for audit of the decisions on naturalization of foreign citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Committee established that 367 foreign citizens were given illegal citizenships of Bosnia and Herzegovina and it cancelled the decisions on awarding these citizenships. 

It has been established that the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina illegally awarded 220, the Ministry of Republika Srpska 32 and the Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina illegally awarded 115 citizenships of Bosnia and Herzegovina to citizens of other countries. 

The Council of Ministers supported the proposal of the Committee to initiate investigation against individuals responsible for awarding illegal citizenships of Bosnia and Herzegovina and bring them to justice. 

The Council of Ministers made a decision on cancalling the status of temporary accommodation and stay in Bosnia and Herzegovina for around 500 persons who came from Kosovo (Serbia). 

Most of these persons are Roma who immigrated to Bosnia and Herzegovina during the war events in Kosovo and the bombing of Serbia by the NATO forces (1998-1999). 

These individuals were accommodated in the asylum centers in Bosanski Petrovac (231), in Salakovac, near Mostar (216) and Rajlovac, near Sarajevo (50). 

By the decision of the Ministers Council they will loose their status of temporary accommodation in Bosnia and Herzegovina as of June 30, 2007.      

4. THE WORK OF AUTHORITIES OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

4.1. The National Assembly of Republika Srpska

The MPs of the Serb political parties in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska supported the attitudes of their leaders related to the negotiations on the police reform unconditionally. This means that the MPs do not accept the common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina. They advocate keeping the police of Republika Srpska with the current authorities. Without conducting police reform and creating common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina the talks regarding the Stabilization and Accession Agreement with the European Union cannot continue. 

Likewise, the MPs from the Serb political parties in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska supported the veto placed by Nebojša Radmanović, the presiding of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to the decision of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This decision called on Serbia to arrest and punish the individuals accused of war crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Both the national interests of Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina initiated these decisions of the MPs from the Serb political parties in the National Assembly of the Republika Srpska and they point out that the national divisions in Bosnia and Herzegovina continue. 

By advocating the keeping of the police of Republika Srpska, the representatives of Republika Srpska wish to avoid the creation of the common police, which would act on the entire territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Their opinion is that the entity police is a security for the survival of Republika Srpska. 

5. ARMY REFORM

The activities related to the reform of Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina are conducted according to the provided plans. 

The registration of excess or dismissed professional soldiers and civilian personnel in the Ministry of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2006 and demobilized combatants from 2004 has started this month. The registration is to be finished by May 31. 

According to the planned numerical state of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, there will be around 2.000 surplus soldiers in this year.

The aim of the registration is that all dismissed and surplus soldiers may join the NATO Trust Fund programmer. Through this programmer NATO will provide assistance for these categories of former professional soldiers.

The assistance will be given in education, initiating small business, agriculture, expanding the existing business and education in the field of craftwork. 

5.1. The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Iraq. 

The fifth group of the members of Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina has left Iraq, within the peace mission of coalition forces in this country. The members of the special unit of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina for destroying explosive devices will spend six months in Iraq. Their task is to destroy mines and explosive devices they manage to find. 

The USA Ambassador in Bosnia and Herzegovina Douglas McElhaney also attended the send-off of the fifth group of soldiers of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina.        

6. POLICE REFORM

All activities related to conducting the reform of police forces and creating common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina were obstructed by the Serbian political parties from Republika Srpska. They do not accept common police with the common command. The National Assembly of Repulika Srpska also confirmed this attitude, although the representatives of the international committee warn that Bosnia and Herzegovina will not be able to continue the talks on the Stabilization and Accession Agreement with the European Union without the common police. 

By advocating preserving the common entity police the politicians in Republika Srpska want to keep the police under their control and to manage its activities and actions.

Vincencio Copola, the Head of Police Mission of the European Union in Bosnia and Herzegovina, also made such statement. 

6.1. Policemen training

In organization of the USA Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, within the International Assistance Programmed to criminal's training of the USA Department of Justice (USDOJ/ICITAP) 50 policemen from Bosnia and Herzegovina successfully completed training on the topic police survival and use of force.

The policemen from the State Investigation and Protection Agency (SIPA) participated in this training, as well as the policemen from the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Judicial Police of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska and the Police Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

6.2. Corruption with the police forces

The Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska initiated the campaign «Stop to Crime and Corruption in the Police». By analyzing the state in the Ministry of Home Affairs a conclusion was drawn that there are individuals who can ruin the reputation of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska with their bad work. It has been concluded that there is a small number of policemen prone to crime and corruption among the police forces. The Minister of Internal Affairs of Republika Srpska Stanislav Čađo presented the public with the document «Programme of Fight against Corruption within the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Republika Srpska». With this programmed the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Republika Srpska wishes to decrease or root out the level of corruption in the police. 

European Union Police Mission (EUPM) in Bosnia and Herzegovina also took part in this campaign by developing a proposal of the code of behavior for the members of all police structures in Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to prevent corruption within the police. 

 6.3. Exceeding authorizations

According to the claims made by Njegomir Krstanović (18) of Gradiška (near Banja Luka) he was beaten up by the policemen in Gradiška. 

The incident took place on April 9 in Gradiška near the border crossing with Croatia. The policemen started to beat him because he sold cigarettes on the street illegally. After the beating he was handcuffed and taken to the police station. He was soon set free. 

According to the explanation of the Public Security Center of Banja Luka, Krstanović verbally insulted the assistant police commander and than hit him with a rock. After that he was arrested and taken to the police station and soon afterwards was released.

7. JURISDICTION REFORM

In the area of jurisdiction there has been a halt in conducting reforms. This refers mostly to a large number of unsolved cases. 

There are more than 1,9 million pending cases in the courts of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it was also confirmed by the representative of the High Judicial and Prosecutorial Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina Branko Perić. 

The main reason of this large number of unsolved cases is the merger of misdemeanor courts and regular courts. Around one million of unsolved cases were transferred only from misdemeanor courts. 

Jurisdiction in Bosnia and Herzegovina so far does not offer any kind of proposal for the most of judicial cases to be completed in the following several years. At the same time Perić concluded that the court in Bosnia and Herzegovina have no uniform penal policy, so different fines are pronounced for the same or similar offences.

7.1. Pressures on jurisdiction 

This month the media in Republika Srpska started a research on processing a large number of serious offences. 

These offences included criminal acts of money fraud in public companies. These acts have been discovered in the past six years and charges have been raised, but none was solved. The courts do not initiate processing these large cases in which some highly ranking politicians and managers of public enterprises were involved. 

The biggest frauds involving more than a hundred million KM (50 million euros) took place in public enterprises such as  «Srpske šume», Telekom Srpske, Rafinerija Brod, Željeznice RS and others: the charges were raised against the responsible individuals, but none of the cases has been processed so far.

The only reason for the silence of the courts is that the charged individuals were the former and present high officials in the ruling political parties or entity ministries. Judicial authorities, i.e. prosecution offices, dare not initiate such processes, which proves that the jurisdiction is under strong influence of topical policy, certain lobbies and powerful individuals. 

The jurisdiction of Republika Srpska failed to solve the mysterious murders of former high police officials from the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republika Srpska.

This was the murder of the deputy head of police on Pale Srđan Knežević (1998), Ljubiša Savić, former director of Police of Republika Srpska (2000) and Željka Marković, head of police in Sokolac (2002), as well as murders of the director of Insurance «Jahorina» Rista Jugović (2003). 

All these and similar murders have political background. In all these cases there is justifiable doubt that certain political and financial lobbies prevent jurisdiction from conducting investigation and initiating judicial proceedings.      

8. RIGHT TO RETURN

Entity ministries for refugees and depopulated persons, as well as the Ministry for Human Rights of Bosnia and Herzegovina have started coordinating its activities in order to help returnees. Great funds are necessary for the complete restoration of devastated and damaged property. It would be necessary to restore around 40.000 residential facilities, which would cost around 500 million euros. These assets cannot be provided either by the entities or the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The money allocated by the budgets and the assets of international donor may only alleviate these problems. Aid will be given only to the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina who are endangered most. 

Although the majority of citizens have exercised their right to return of their property, certain unsolved cases draw the attention of local and international public.

The most drastic example is still the case of Fata Orlović from Konjević Polje (Municipality Bratunac, the eastern part of Republika Srpska). The Serbian Orthodox Church built a church in her yard, illegally, while Fata Orlović was in exile. 

After she returned Mrs Orlović asked for the relocation of the church and pressed charges to the court. The case is being processed for seven years already and the court cannot be finalized as it is under the influence of politics.

In the meantime the Prosecution Office from Bijeljina filed charges against Fata Orlović due to the alleged spreading of national, racial and religious hatred, violations of freedom of religion and attack on the priest. 

After a long delay this case was processed before the Main Court of Srebrenica, which overruled all claims made by the Prosecution Office and released Mrs Orlović from all charges. This court proceeding and pronouncing the acquittals aroused great public and media interest in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

8.1. INCIDENTS
The return of exiled and depopulated persons, as well as personal and property safety in Republika Srpska endanger various ant incidents directed against the returnees. These are threats, intimidations, physical assaults and setting explosive devices. Such incidents keep repeating and the police and judicial authorities fail to show willingness to find the offenders and punish them. Several such incidents occurred in the last month. 

Sanski Most

A hand bomb was thrown between the two neighboring cafe bars «Camel» and «Cool» in the center of Sanski Most (the western part of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) (April 8). Nedim Islamčević (47) was killed in the explosion and Edin Varmaz (21) was seriously injured. They were both sitting in front of the cafe. 

Zvornik

A hand bomb was thrown onto the family house of S. T. in the village Donji Lokanj (municipality Zvornik) (April 10). The explosion did minor material damage on the building facade, but none of the inhabitants were injured. 

Doboj

A hand bomb was thrown in front of the cafe-bar «B-L» and a store in Lipac (municipality Doboj), owned by Miloš Bijelić (April 15). All glass on the windows and doors of these facilities were broken and the damage was estimated at 2.000 euros.

Trebinje 

A great tragedy was avoided at a party in the Youth Club in Trebinje (April 8). By random check, explosive devices with plastic explosive were found in the possession of three young men. Had the explosive been activated a great number of young people would certainly get killed. 

This case verifies the fact that a large number of citizens of Republika Srpska owns illegal weapon and explosive devices and that serious accidents occur as the result of unprofessional handling, resulting in the wounded and killed people. 

 Bijeljina

At a bus stop in Bijeljina in one of the buses, a passenger bag was discovered, containing four hand bombs, ammunition and an automatic rifle (April 17). The police conducted an investigation, but failed to find the passenger who left the bag with the weapons in the bus.

Mrkonjić Grad

Unknown vandals smashed the glass on the Hamdija mosque and knocked down 12 tombstones on the Muslim graveyard in Mrkonjić Grad, the central part of Republika Srpska (April 18).      

Only two days after the preceding incident (April 20) another 16 tombstones were knocked down. The repeated incident caused great concern and fear among the returnees of Bosnian nationality. The police conducted an investigation and started the search for the offenders. 

Prijedor

A hand bomb was thrown in front of the family house owned by Mladen Matijaš, a policeman in Prijedor (April 26). The car, the garage door and the facade of the house were damaged in the explosion. None of the household members were injured. The Prijedor police started an intense search for the culprit.

9. FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

The topic of the round table in Banja Luka entitled «Research journalism: crime and corruption – the echoes» was what significance and role should the media have in the fight against all illegal actions (April 14). 

The participants of this gathering, journalists from several editor's offices in Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, concluded that the media went furthest in unveiling crime and corruption, but their results were not sufficiently followed by the institutions, judicial and police authorities. At the same time a conclusion was drawn that through research journalism a large number of criminal acts have been discovered and revealed to the public, but the competent institutions did not use the findings of the journalists. The reason for this failure to act is supposedly that the police and jurisdiction are under the influence of political and criminal lobbies. 

The gathering pointed out to the great value of the publication «Crna Bosna» issued by the editor's office of «Nezavisne novine» from Banja Luka three years ago. This issue made a detailed research of a large number of criminal affairs which damaged the entity and the state budget by several hundreds million euros. However, so far the judicial authorities failed to open up investigations on any of these criminal cases.    

Many journalists and editor's offices are exposed to pressures, threats and attacks because of their research of criminal and corruption affairs. The gathering looked back at the attack on Željko Kopanja, the journalist of «Nezavisne novine» six years ago when he lost both legs. 

Prior to the holding of this gathering, a bomb was activated on the window of Dejan Atanasijević, the journalist of the Belgrade weekly «Vreme».

9.1. Sensationalism

At the gathering of «Igmanska inicijativa», which comprises around 150 non-government organizations from Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina (Sarajevo, April 3) it has been concluded that a large number of printed media in this region have a tendency for sensationalism, which in most cases assumes characteristics of «yellow press». 

During the monitoring of the printed media in this region, a conclusion was made that there are few thorough and analytical texts on serious issues in this country and in the neighboring countries in journalism.  

9.2. Difficult to reach information

Journalists in Doboj (the central part of Republika Srpska) made a public protest against the practice of local general administration towards journalists. The municipal authorities give them information, which are only affirmative for the current authorities, while all the other information related to the failures of the administration are being withheld. 

It is very hard for the journalists in this municipality to obtain the information on the topics about crime and corruption.

9.3. Code violation

In the previous year the Regulatory Communications Agency processed 177 cases of code violation on broadcasting the programmer of electronic media in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


Out of this number, 143 offences refer to the violation of programmer standards, and in 86 cases the citizens themselves brought charges. 34 cases of violation of technical conditions of the license for broadcasting have been recorded.  

In 59 cases sanctions were pronounced against media, according to the Communications Act of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The largest number of sanctions were fines payable by the media at the total amount of 40.000 euros. 

In 28 cases written or verbal warnings have been pronounced against the media. In this period no violation of relevant rules and regulations in the area of telecommunications have been recorded.

These data have been presented by the Regulatory Communications Agency in its report on the work during 2006. 

10. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Intolerance of the authorities and discrimination against the representatives of the Islamic and Catholic religion in Republika Srpska is being conducted silently. These are the remains of the wartime politics in conducting ethnic cleansing of the area of Republika Srpska from the members of non-Serb nation. 

By preventing the right to freedom of religion, the process of return of the exiled and depopulated citizens of non-Serbian nationality on the territory of Republika Srpska is prevented or decreased. 

The Catholic Bishop in Banja Luka Franjo Komarica pointed out publicly on several occasions to uneven position of Catholics in Republika Srpska. That is why only small number of Catholic citizens returns to Republika Srspka. 

He stated the fact that so far only 10% of citizens professing Catholicism have returned to the area of Republika Srspka.

The culprits for such a small number of returnees are, according to Bishop Komarica, the entity and local authorities and the representatives of the international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The authorities do little to create conditions for sustainable return of Catholics and the representatives of the international community tolerate this.

It has been pointed out that the authorities in Republika Srpska avoid to provide help for the restoration of religious facilities and on the other hand these authorities gave great material, moral and political support to the Serbian Orthodox Church.

The representatives of the Islamic Community in Republika Srspka have made the same conclusions.    

10.1. Inter-religious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The Inter-religious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina holds meetings on a regular basis from which it makes appeals to tolerance and respect among the representatives of various religions. 

The Inter-religious Council supported the requests of the Bosnian returnees in Bratunac to bury their family members killed during the war in this town. An appeal for peace and trust among people and nations have been referred to all citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina, because Bosnia and Herzegovina is the common homeland of all its citizens and everyone have to respect it and build a better future for their children. 

The Inter-religious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Conrad Adenauer Foundation  in Sarajevo organized a seminar on the dialogue between the believers and atheists and agnostics. The participants of the seminar were the students and professors of the Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Bosnian, Orthodox and Franciscan theology, and the representatives of the Jewish community in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

11. MISSING PERSONS

Due to political misunderstandings and administrative obstacles the work of the Institute for the Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina has still not begun.

The work on the search for the missing is still performed by the entity committees for the missing. In early spring the digging out of the located mass graves began.

The office for the search for the missing persons of Republika Srpska announced that in the past ten years the remains of 3.558 citizens of Republika Srspka have been dug out, 3.016 of whom were identified. Currently there are 789 exhumed and unidentified bodies in the identification centers. 

The Committee for the investigation of wartime killings of Serbs, Croats, Bosnians, Jews and other citizens in Sarajevo during the war terminated its activities. The reason was that the representatives of the Bosnian and Croatian nation requested the Committee to expand its work to investigating the committed material damages. The representatives of the Serbian nation did not accept such request and the work of the Committee have been stopped since December 2006.

12. WAR CRIME TRIALS

The Center for the investigation of war crimes, active within the state agency Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, received 158 applications for investigations against the persons accused of having committed war crimes. This service is currently investigating around 500 cases of war crimes, which took place in the area of 45 municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Center for the investigation of war crimes has been warning that it does not possess the sufficient number of professionals, premises for work and technical equipment. One of the problems in the research is insufficient number of witnesses, since citizens find it difficult to decide to testify or they alter their statements. 

In the Special Court in Belgrade (April 10) the trial to the members of the Serbian paramilitary group «The Scorpios» who committed crimes against the citizens of Srebrenica. Four members of this group got 58 years of prison at the most (two of them were sentenced to 20, one to 13 and one to 5 years imprisonment).    

They participated in the shooting of six young men from Srebrenica. A camera by the members of «The Scorpios» themselves recorded the very act of shooting. 

The Council of Appeals of the War Crimes Division of Bosnia and Herzegovina increased the fine to Radovan Stanković from 16 to 20 years imprisonment. He was charged with war crimes and rapes committed in Foča during 1992.  

 Stanković was arrested and taken to the Haag Tribunal. By the decision of the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia Stanković was transferred to Bosnia and Herzegovina to be trailed by the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This was the first case that International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia assigned a proceeding to the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Main Court in the Brčko District pronounced sentences for the war crimes committed in this town to Kosta Kostić (15 years imprisonment) from Bijeljina, while Miloš Milošević and Raco Simić (from Bijeljina) were acquitted. They were charged with the war crimes committed over civilians in Brčko in 1992.   

The Government of the Kingdom of Sweden denied the request for amnesty of Biljana Plavić, the former President of Republika Srpska, serving her sentence in that country. 

Biljana Plavšić was accused of war crimes against humanity which she confessed to at the trial and the International Criminal Tribunal for former  Yugoslavia, sentenced her to 11 years imprisonment. She is serving her sentence in Sweden.

13. CONDITION IN PRISONS

Another incident happened in the prison Tunjice, near Banja Luka when the Special Police Unit of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska had to intervene (April 1).

The Special Police came into the prison and started beating the inmates. According to unofficial sources several prisoners were beaten up.

At the first moment there were no official reports about this incident, and the Assistant Minister of Justice of Republika Srpska Boško Đukić, asked by the reporters to make a comment, replied that «prison is not a kindergarten».

A day later the Minister of Justice of Republika Srpska Džerard Selman declared that the incident was brought about by a group of inmates who attacked a prison guard. He explained the police intervention by the fact that «major conflicts in the prison were prevented».  

Further and more detailed information about the incident in the prison Tunjice have not been publicly announced.  

13.1. SREBRENICA

The problems with Srebrenica still continue. Since the Government of Republika Srpska has not accepted the request of the citizens of Srebrenica to get special status and be separated from Republika Srpska, a group of 50 citizens (mostly women and children) came to Sarajevo. A settlement made of tents was put up for them in Sarajevo, where they stayed. 

Some humanitarian organizations from Sarajevo organized assistance for accommodation and food of the people of Srebrenica. According to the claims made by the citizens of Srebrenica themselves, they will stay in the tent settlement in Sarajevo until their request are met and if this is not achieved by July 11, 2007 another several hundreds of Bosnian returnees have announced to leave Srebrenica and come to live in the new tent settlements. 

One of the requests made by the citizens is to establish a subsidiary of the Court and the Prosecution office of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Srebrenica, which would process war crimes in the area of this municipality. The USA Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina supported this request. 

The citizens are asking that around 810 persons for whom the special committee for Srebrenica has established that they have been related to crimes and are still on public positions in this town, Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina, be investigated. The Greatest number of individuals from this list is in the service of the Police of Republika Srpska. 

The Office of the High Representative insists that the Security Agency (SIPA) and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Republika Srpska investigate these crimes in Srebrenica and the responsibility of the individuals from this list.

SIPA appointed a special Team 6, which will be investigating the crimes in Srebrenica.  

The representatives of the International Community and the Government of Republika Srpska made an appeal to the citizens of Srebrenica to return and continue normal life in their town. 

Their dissatisfaction with the difficult economic and social condition in Srebrenica is justified and with this move they aroused great commotion in the public. 

The Government of Republika Srpska promised to proved greater financial assistance and priority in economic development. 

The condition in Srebrenica is monitored by all participants of the political life in Bosnia and Herzegovina including the representatives of the international organizations and embassies in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Great activity of the USA Embassy in this area is especially noticeable. 

13.1.1. Coordination team

The Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina established a special Coordination Team for Srebrenica to view all the problems and suggest their solutions. The Office of the High Representative appointed the American diplomat Clifford Bond, former Ambassador in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to be its coordinator in Srebrenica. The Ministers Council appointed Igor Davidović to be its representative in this team, and the Government of Republika Srpska appointed Miladin Dragičević.    

        
The attitude of the Government of Republika Srpska is that Srebrenica should have a privileged status in economic development, but any separation from the legal and constitutional order of Republika Srpska is out of the question. 

14. PRESS CONFERENCES

5th Press Conference - April 18, 2007 - Press Center Bijeljina - The Human Rights Monitor within the Helsinki Committee fro Human Rights in Republika Srpska, Mr. Sadik Pazarac and his colleagues said on this press conferences that recent researches have shown that about 60% of inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina are facing violation of some of their social rights. He expressed that rights to work, health care, social welfare, pensions are most violated rights. It was also said that it is urgently needed to distribute funds from the budget in a more fair way, especially the income from VAT in order to create a more advanced social ambient in the society.

Representatives of printed media followed this press conference from the Federation of BH and Republika Srpska and by three TV stations. 

6th Press Conference - April 27, 2007 - Press Center Bijeljina- The executive director of the Helsinki Committee fro Human Rights in RS and it's associates said on this conference that the Helsinki Committee is concerned about the increased tensions in the relations between the Federation of BH and the Republika Srpska. It was also said that destructive ideas are destabilizing Bosnia and Herzegovina. The best example for destructive work, as it was said on the press conference was the recent lack of readiness for dialogue on needed reforms, such as the police reform. 

Most relevant printed media in BH followed the press conferences and reported on the given statements. Electronic media (RTV BN, RTRS, BH1) reported on the press conference during their prime time news.  

Information service of the 
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